Kol Nidre Appeal
Staging: Rebecca standing at Rabbi’s podium and Brian standing at Hazzan’s podium

Rebecca

L'shana Tova, my name is Rebecca Jacobson. | am in my 2nd year serving as co-Vice
President of Education on the Executive Board of Directors at Beth El and this is my 6th
year on the board of directors.

Brian

L'shana Tova, my name is Brian Jacobson. | am Vice President of the men’s club, Chair
of the Music Committee, and this is my 2nd year on the Board of Directors at Beth EI.
And I'm married to her.

Rebecca

As many of you know, on the 2nd day of Rosh Hashannah, the Rabbis give their
sermon together as a team to the entire congregation. We thought it would be fun to
give the Kol Nidre Appeal as a team, in the same style.

Brian
| don’t know Rebecca, are you sure we are up to this? | don’t have the scholarly
Talmudic knowledge of the Rabbis.

Rebecca
And | lack their rabbinical facial hair. But | think we are up to the task. We just need to
have a conversation, like they do.

Brian
Ok, well typically the Kol Nidre appeal starts with a joke or a story.

Rebecca
Oy, please don't start with one of your corny Dad jokes!

Brian

Fine, fine, fine! I'll start with a story. | remember when we were synagogue shopping as
a young couple 21 years ago, having just moved here from Cleveland. We came to a
Saturday morning service and Pearl Kagan, who was president at the time, introduced
herself to us during the Torah processional. Since we didn’t know a soul, and therefore
did not have anyone to kibbitz with, | watched as she returned to the Bimah and spoke
with Rabbi Schwab, who was in his first year at Beth El, who then motioned to a young




woman sitting in front of us. After the Torah was back in the Ark, the young woman left
out the side door and the Rabbi walked off the back of the Bimah, only to return a few

minutes later. As soon as the service ended, Rabbi Schwab and Erica made a b-line to
us, introduced themselves, and escorted us to Kiddush. | knew right away that Beth El
was the place for us.

Rebecca

It's funny. | barely remember that day. But | remember how difficult it was when we first
moved here and both of our families were so far away, yours in Cleveland and mine in
Michigan. Beth El welcomed us and made us feel at home. Over time, Beth El became
our extended family. Congregants opened their homes to us for Shabbat dinners,
holidays and simchas. The clergy officiated for the bris and Bar Mitzvah for both of our
boys, and were also there to guide and comfort us during times of mourning, illness and
spiritual challenge. This congregation was a source of strength through a pandemic, a
violent community tragedy, October 7, a war in Israel and the increasing antisemitism in
America. For our family, the Beth El community enveloped us with love, supplied us
with knowledge and gave us a larger Jewish home in which we could raise our children.
Our kids were involved with USY and Ramah. They attended Cohen Religious School
and Sokol Hebrew High School. They were proud members of Team Torah. And they
most famously were both outstanding Shofar blowers (if | do say so myself). Now our
children are going off into the world armed with strong Jewish identities that Beth El
helped them attain.

And most recently, my parents moved here from Michigan and are brand new members
at Beth El. They have been so impressed by the warm welcome they have received so
far, from a Shabbat care package gift to the multitude of congregants who went out of
their way to greet them at services.

So | guess it made sense that they asked us to stand up here. But how do we relate
our experience to all these people?

Brian

| think our experience at Beth El is not that unique. There is a place for everyone here.
Well, not here, here, (since we are in Bennet Gordon Hall at Ravinia) but you know what
| mean. You can connect with the synagogue on multiple different levels. Enjoy sports?
Join the Men’s softball team. Like to read? Attend the sisterhood book club. Want to
engage in community service? Attend the Thanksgiving Mitzvah Project or donate
blood at our numerous blood drives. Not confident in your Hebrew, prayer knowledge or
Torah reading skills? There’s a class for that. From scotch tasting to Talmud, yoga to
musical davening. | am confident that everyone here can find a connection at Beth EI.




Participating in these committees and boards has only strengthened our relationship to
Beth El. Not to mention, it feels so good to volunteer and give back to the community
that has given so much to us.

Rebecca

| agree. We are connected to the synagogue in so many ways. It seems we are the
perfect choice to help other members engage in different sectors of the synagogue. If
any of you want to learn more about Men’s Club, music performances, ritual planning,
Youth Group, adult education, Young Family events, Preschool, Sisterhood, Community
Service, Religious School, community Shabbat dinners or other programming and
volunteer opportunities, you should come talk to us!

Brian
But Rebecca, | love to talk about the synagogue... and myself, but | don’t think we are
up here just for that. Why are we really up here giving the Kol Nidre appeal?

Rebecca

Well it turns out that the funds generated from our membership dues only cover about a
third of the synagogue budget. The funds generated from the Cohen Religious School
tuition only cover about half of the cost to educate our children. Without donations at
the Kol Nidre Appeal, many of the services, classes and programming you mentioned
would not be possible. And thanks to the many generous donors, particularly our
Bonim Donors, who are able to donate above and beyond their membership dues, Beth
El can include anyone who wants to be part of our community, regardless of financial
resources.

Brian
Wait, wait, wait. Are you saying we are up here to ask all these people for money??
(awkward)

Rebecca

What I'm saying is that we are all family. This is our Beth El family. To me, donating to
Beth El feels no different than supporting my own family. So | encourage all of you to
think of what your Beth El family means in your life, as you consider your Kol Nidre
donation. Please pledge by folding down the appropriate tab on your Kol Nidre
donation card, pass them to the nearest isle, and the ushers will collect them, or make
your donation directly online using Shul Cloud, after the holiday.

Rebecca and Brian




On behalf of your greater Beth El Family, we say todah rabah v’gamar chatima tovah!



