Inheritance:
A Memoir of Genealogy, Paternity, and Love
by Dani Shapiro
An acclaimed author describes her staggering discovery that she is not biologically
related to her father, tracing her efforts to uncover the truth from a half-century web
of family secrets to reestablish her sense of identity.

See also:
Hourglass: Time, Memory, Marriage (2017)
A piercing, life-affirming memoir about marriage and memory, about the frailty and elasticity of our
most essential bonds, and about the accretion, over time, of both sorrow and love.
Still Writing: The Pleasures and Perils of a Creative Life (2013)
Examines the process of creative writing and storytelling through the author's personal stories and
experiences of living a writer's life and offers lessons and insights to aspiring authors.
Devotion: A Memoir (2010)
Reveals how -- in her mid-40s, after being scarred by the early loss of her father and her mother's
death from terminal illness -- the author grappled with what she believed when it came to religion and
spirituality.
Slow Motion: A True Story (1998)
The only child of Orthodox Jews in an anti-Semitic suburb, the author tells how she was forced to
confront her alcoholism, her destructive relationship with a married man, and her past when her
parents were seriously injured.
Novels by Dani Shapiro:
Black & White (2007)
Family History (2003)
Picturing the Wreck (1997)
Fugitive Blue (1993)
Playing with Fire (1990)
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More Memoirs:
The Forgetting River: A Modern Tale of Survival, Identity, and the Inquisition by Doreen Carvajal
An unexpected and moving story of an American journalist who unravels her Catholic family's longburied Sephardic Jewish ancestry in Spain.
After Long Silence by Helen Fremont
The author tells how she discovered that her parents were Jews who survived the Holocaust and
explores the elaborate deceptions her parents concocted to preserve her and her sister.
A Guest at the Shooters' Banquet: My Grandfather's SS Past, My Jewish Family, A Search for the
Truth by Rita Gabis
In prose as beautiful as it is powerful, Rita Gabis follows the trail of her grandfather's collaboration
with the Nazis--a trail riddled with secrets, slaughter, mystery, and discovery.
The Color of Love: A Story of a Mixed-Race Jewish Girl by Marra B. Gad
A debut memoir by a mixed-race Jewish author describes how her decision to offer care to her
abusively racist great-aunt, an Alzheimer’s patient, helped them develop a loving relationship formerly
marked by prejudice and estrangement
Half-Jew: A Daughter's Search for Her Family's Buried Past by Susan Jacoby
A journalist explores her family's hidden roots to uncover the history of her New York German-Jewish
family, which attempted to hide its religious and cultural background by converting to Roman
Catholicism.
Belonging: A German Reckons with History and Home by Nora Krug
A graphic memoir by an award-winning artist tells the story of her attempt to confront the hidden
truths of her family’s wartime past in Nazi Germany and to comprehend the forces that have shaped
her life, her generation and history.
The Bridge Ladies by Betsy Lerner
A fifty-year-old bridge game, and the secrets it held, provides an unexpected way to cross the
generational divide between the author and her mother.
My Fathers' Houses: Memoir of a Family by Steven V. Roberts
A New York Times correspondent recounts his family's experiences before and after World War II,
including his grandfather's work as a Zionist in Palestine, his family's relocation to America, and his
parents' secret marriage.
The Girl from Foreign: A Search for Shipwrecked Ancestors, Lost Loves and Forgotten Histories
by Sadia Shepard
The daughter of a white Christian father and a Pakistani Muslim mother relates her journey to an
insular Jewish community in India in search of her grandmother's secret history.

