
Miracles Torah Study
Who is really responsible for the ultimate Passover miracle, the parting of the Red Sea? 

I. As Pharaoh drew near, 
the Israelites caught sight of 
the Egyptians advancing upon 
them. Greatly frightened, 
the Israelites cried out to the 
Lord...But Moses said to the 
people, “Have no fear! Stand 
by, and witness the deliverance 
which the Lord will work for 
you today”...
 

Rabbi Freedman’s notes:

• The Israelites have good 
reason to fear. They are 
trapped between the 
water and the advancing 
Egyptians. 

• Moses and the Israelites 
expect this to be like the 
Ten Plague miracles: the 
Israelites wait passively 
while God delivers 
supernaturally. 

Leaders Guide

II. Then the Lord said to 
Moses, “Why do you cry out 
to Me? Tell the Israelites to go 
forward. And you lift up your rod 
and hold out your arm over the 
sea and split it...And I will stiffen 
the hearts of the Egyptians so 
that they go in after them…”

Rabbi Freedman’s notes:

• What chutzpah! God expects 
the Israelites to walk into the 
water before it splits! And 
Moses should activate it with 
the special staff.

• This moment tests whether 
the Israelites will turn back 
to surrender or have enough 
faith to move forward toward 
deliverance.

 

III. Then Moses held out 
his arm over the sea and the 
Lord drove back the sea with a 
strong east wind all that night, 
and turned the sea into dry 
ground. The waters were split, 
and the Israelites went into the 
sea on dry ground, the waters 
forming a wall for them on 
their right and on their left.

Rabbi Freedman’s notes

• God and people make 
miracles together. Recall 
that Moses and Aaron 
activated the Ten Plagues 
with God. Recall the 
Hannukah story which 
highlights the man-made 
miracle of the victory with 
the divine miracle of the 
oil. I personally think the 
establishment of Israel is a 
more modern example.
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>> How does Moses imagine  
the miracle playing out?

>> How does God imagine the 
miracle being activated?

>> Why does God make this 
request now? 

>> Who really split the sea?

>> What is the significance of 
this model?



Seder Numbers Trivia!  

Feel free to offer snacks or first dessert to those who answer correctly.
1. Where in the Haggadah does the number four appear?
 >> (4 cups of wine, 4 questions, 4 sons, 4 expressions of redemption)

2.  How many times does the name of Moses appear in the Hebrew text?
 >> (1: see the Midrash of the 50 plagues at the sea)

3. How many times does the Haggadah instruct we dip food? 
 >> (2: Karpas in salt water, and Maror in Charoset)

4. How many Haggadah texts are in Aramaic, the ancient vernacular, instead of Hebrew?
 >> (2: Ha Lachma Anya, and Chad Gadya) 

5. How many drops of wine do we spill from our cups?
 >> (16: the ten plagues, three before, and three after)

6. How many Matzos are placed by the Seder leader and covered?
 >> (3: representing the Jewish People – Kohen, Levi, and Yisrael - Priests, Levites, and Israelites)

7. How many items does Rabban Gamliel say are essential for the Seder?
 >> (3: Pesach lamb, Matza, and Maror bitter herbs)

8. How many steps are there to the Seder?
 >> (14: Kadesh, Urhatz…)

9.  How many days are there between the second night of the Seder and the holiday  
of Shavuot?)
 >> (50: this is known as counting the Omer)

10. What is the highest number in “Echad Mi Yodea/ Who Knows One?” 
 >> (13: the attributes of G-d. The song begins [1] and ends [13] with G-d.)
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