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Purim - the most festive Jewish holiday was supposed to be the most tragic.
Wicked Haman decreed that the Jews were
to be killed on the 13th of Adar. Then everything turned 180° - VNahafoch Hu - and the
Jews were instead victorious on the 14th.
But Purim wasn’t a Hollywood-like miracle
where G-d manifestly saved the Jews.
Instead, Jews also saved themselves with
Mordechai’s defiance, Esther’s courage, and
the Jews’ determination to take a united
stand. These we celebrate on Purim.
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DISCUSSION WITH
CHILDREN
1. What is your favorite
part of Purim?
2. Why do you think people
dress up in costumes?

Why is the scroll called "Megillat Esther"
and named after Queen Esther instead of
Mordechai? Wasn’t Mordechai a righteous
man who stood up to Haman? Didn’t he
convince Esther to risk her life in petitioning
King Ahashverosh to save their people?
Yes and yes. But it was Esther who actually
took the risk. It was Esther who changed the
king’s mind, thereby saving the Jews.
I love that our tradition has always been
progressive enough even in patriarchal times
to name this story after a woman. And honest
enough to acknowledge that courage isn’t
telling someone what to do - Mordechai but doing the hard work yourself - Esther.

3. W
 hy are Moredechai and
Queen Esther heroes?
DISCUSSION WITH ADULTS
1. When should our Jewish
identities be something to keep
private? When should we make
them public?
2. Have you had any dramatic
Purim-like reversals in your life?
If so, what?
3. P
 urim is considered a “hidden
miracle” as G-d’s name is never
mentioned. What do you consider to be hidden miracles in
your life or that of the Jews/
Israel?

DIRECTIONS:
Stand your “Table Talk” up, and tape
the open ends together to form a triangle.
Put in the center of your dinner table to
prompt a great discussion!

