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Soon our synagogue will be filled to the brim with members of 
our community, from the youngest to our most senior. My hope is 
that being surrounded by others will give each participant a strong 
sense of togetherness, a deep sense of connection – a feeling of being 
at home. For as a Beit Kenesset, the Hebrew word for synagogue, we 
are literally a "house for all people to enter." We are an address for 
any Jew in our community to engage in our beautiful heritage, to 
connect with God and to draw close to fellow Jews.  

Thus, at this time of reflection we must ask ourselves: Are we 
as inclusive as we hope to be? Have we indeed done all we could to 
make sure that each community member who desires to be a part of 
our activities can truly enter and participate?

These are the questions a group of us have attempted to ask of 
our greater Chicagoland Synagogue community. For the past two 
years I have been co-chair of the Synagogue Federation Commission 
and have chosen with my fellow leadership to focus on Inclusion 
work in our synagogues. We desire to deepen the level of inclusivity 
in our congregations, to be accessible to all kinds of learners and 
to people with different kinds of needs, whether they be physical 
or developmental. Last year, in pursuit of this goal we produced a 
Day of Awareness on Inclusion, bringing in Jay Ruderman of the 
Ruderman Family Foundation, who does incredible work in this field, 
along with local experts and activists, to talk about the importance 
of inclusion and the impact of becoming more inclusive. The day was 
an incredible success and this success let us know that this was an 
initiative with which area synagogues were ready to engage.

So we applied for, and received funding from, the JUF through 
a Breakthrough Grant and conducted a Chicagoland wide study on 
the state of inclusion. We learned that inclusion matters greatly not 
only to congregants who needed special services themselves but 
to the general community as well. Further we learned that, while 
some synagogues were doing amazing things, even the ones who 
were most successful were doing it alone and with little support or 
connection to community resources. So this year, based on the data 
we collected, we planned four more programs to address various 
aspects of inclusion in our communities, including physical space, 
worship and education. Further we established a Cohort of Practice, 
eight synagogues that will become part of a supportive community, 
guided by an inclusion specialist, Ed Frimm, to deepen inclusion in a 
very planful, specific way in each of their respective communities. I 
am proud that NSS Beth El will be one of those communities. By the 
end of this year we will have developed a specific action plan and 
mustered the appropriate resources to start implementing that plan 
in order to make our community as inclusive as possible.  

For, especially at this time of year, I believe we understand that 
inclusion isn't simply a program or an initiative, but a deep abiding 
framework and viewpoint through which we see the world. Just 
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Shabbat Schedule  See calendar for times.

Monday through Friday 
Mornings, 7:15am

Sunday through Thursday        
Evenings, 7:30pm

Sunday and Legal Holiday     
Mornings, 8:45am

Rosh Hodesh 
Mornings, 7:00am

Services are conducted by: 
Rabbi Vernon H. Kurtz, 
Rabbi Michael Schwab,
Hazzan Benjamin A. Tisser

Shabbat, October 1
Parashat Nitzavim
Torah: Deuteronomy 29:9–30:20 
Haftarah: Isaiah 61:10–63:9  

Shabbat, October 8 
Shabbat Shuvah
Parashat Vayeilech
Torah: Deuteronomy 31:1–31:30
Haftarah: Hosea 14:2–10; Micah 
7:18–20 
         

Shabbat, October 15
Parashat Ha'Azinu
Torah: Deuteronomy 32:1–32:52
Haftarah: II Samuel 22:1–22:51
 

Shabbat, October 22
Shabbat Hol Hamoed Sukkot
Torah: Exodus 33:12–34:26
Maftir: Numbers 29:26–31
Haftarah: Ezekiel 38:18–39:16  

Shabbat, October 29
Shabbat Mevarekhim HaHodesh
Parashat Bereshit
Torah: Genesis 1:1–6:8
Haftarah: Isaiah 42:5–43:10

Shabbat, November 5
Parashat Noach
Torah: Genesis 6:9–11:32
Haftarah: Isaiah 54:1–55:5

Shabbat, November 12 
Parashat Lech-Lecha
Torah: Genesis 12:1–17:27
Haftarah: Isaiah 40:27–41:16 
  

Shabbat, November 19 
Parashat Vayera
Torah: Genesis 18:1–22:24
Haftarah: II Kings 4:1–4:37 
   

Shabbat, November 26
Parashat Chayei Sara
Torah: Genesis 23:1–25:18
Haftarah: I Kings 1:1–1:31
 Every Shabbat 

10:30am Junior Congregation 
Services for students in 2nd–6th grade 

10:45am B'Yachad Family Service
Services for families with  
children 1st grade and younger

Prepare Yourself Intellectually 
and Spiritually for Yom Kippur!
On Shabbat Shuvah, October 8, we welcome Dr. Joshua Kulp from the Conservative Yeshiva. Dr. Kulp 
will be giving the D'var Torah on the topic of A Still Small Voice: A God that is Heard and Not Seen. After 
services, Dr. Kulp will give a shiur (lesson) on the topic of A Mitzvah to Eat on Yom Kippur: The Pregnant 
Woman Who Smelled Food.

Dr. Kulp, Rosh Yeshiva, is co-founder of the Conservative Yeshiva in Jerusalem, where he has taught 
Talmud and halakhah for the last 20 years. He is the author of the recently published book, Reconstructing 
the Talmud (Mechon Hadar, 2014) as well as the The Schechter Haggadah: Art, History and Commentary 
(Schechter Press, 2008). Beginning in 2001 and continuing through 2013, Dr. Kulp authored a 
commentary in English on the entire Mishnah, which served as the basis for the Mishnah Yomit project. 
In 2013 Dr. Kulp began the Daf Shevui program, the study of one page of Talmud per week, and has so far 
completed a commentary on Tractates Sukkah and Megillah and has begun work on Tractate Ketubot. 
Dr. Kulp was raised in Margate, New Jersey, where his family was active in the Conservative Movement. 
He spent his summers at Camp Ramah in the Poconos, Camp Ramah in Canada and for the last ten 
summers he has served as the scholar-in-residence at Camp Ramah in New England. Dr. Kulp made 
aliyah in 1994 and currently lives in Modiin with his wife, Julie Zuckerman, and their four children. In his 
spare time, he is an avid triathlete and runner and has completed three Ironman competitions.
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This summer our building experienced the sights and sounds 
of major construction as the so-called West Wing Continuum 
project has been taking place. The project is moving forward 
and, by the time this article is in your hands, the construction 
phase will have been completed. Final additions to the Kol Ami 
Museum will take a bit longer and, over the 2016–2017 winter 
Break, the Sager Beit Midrash upgrade will occur. The outcome?  
A beautiful, useful, artistic and educational space will be created 
from which we all can benefit. It is another indication that 
North Suburban Synagogue Beth El continues to look forward 
and continues to write the story of Conservative Judaism's 
strength and impact on the North Shore. We extend a yashir 
koach to Seth Pines, Richard Zelin, Marla Hand, Pam Schlosberg 
and all the others who participated for their extraordinary 
volunteer contributions to the success of this venture. During the 
summer, while construction made our sanctuary inaccessible, 
daily and Shabbat services were held in the beautiful Blumberg 
Auditorium and we were blessed to be able to have this space 
available with the views of magnificent Lake Michigan.  

Looking ahead to 5777 at Beth El, we anticipate a year of 
continuing improvements in many areas, all aimed at providing a 
most meaningful experience for our congregants. This includes 
prayer services with the anticipation of greater participation 

by our youth community members, outstanding educational 
offerings for all from those in Pre-School to those participating 
in our Continuing Education programs and classes, special 
events and speakers, music events, museum exhibits and so 
much more. Our clergy, staff and lay community are all working 
very hard to make the Beth El community a place where all 
can listen, learn and teach as we proceed along our Jewish 
journey. The quality and scope of what we offer is one reason 
Beth El is a premium Conservative synagogue. Please do take 
the opportunity to enrich yourself by embracing one or more of 
the many available prayer, educational or social action pathways.   
Recognizing that we are all extremely busy, the suggestion is that 
there really is something special about the Beth El opportunities 
that separates what Beth El offers from the bucket full of other 
current extra-time activities. As Tom Hanks, playing the role of 
Commander Jim Lovell in the movie Apollo 13, said: "you never 
know what events will transpire to get you home." And as Rabbi 
Akiva says in Pirkei Avot 1:14, "if not now, when?" So, consider 
taking an additional step forward on your journey and this year 
do a bit more with respect to your involvement with your Jewish 
home – North Suburban Synagogue Beth El. Our community will 
surely benefit from any additional engagement.

President's Corner by Richard Schlosberg 	

Beth El History Corner by Mort Steinberg

Rosh Hashana at Beth El – 1957. The newly constructed auditorium, later the Blumberg 
Auditorium, ready for the High Holidays. Previously, High Holiday services had been held 
at the Winnetka Women's Club (1946–47), in the now-demolished Pearl Theatre on First 
Street in Highland Park (1948–49), in a tent in the synagogue's backyard (1950), and at the 
Highland Park Recreation Center (now the Karger Center, 1951–56). Since 1962 the main 
sanctuary (later the Field Family Sanctuary) has been used for the High Holiday services. 

If you have photographs or artifacts from Beth El's past, we would be glad to place them in 
our growing synagogue archives. Contact Rachel Kamin at rkamin@nssbethel.org or 847-
926-7902.
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as we all stand together before God, 
on the High Holidays, with all of our 
quirks, faults, strengths and blessings, 
hoping and knowing that God sees 
the infinite value in each of us and 
will therefore grant us another year to 
share ourselves with the world,  so too 
we should be able to all stand before 
each other with our abilities and 
disabilities and know that the other 
sees in us that same infinite value and 
afford us the opportunity to share 
in the blessings of  our wonderful 
community. If you would like to 
be involved in this initiative please 
contact me. Shanah Tovah – blessings 
for a wonderful New Year filled with 
love for one another!   

A House for All People 
(continued from page 1)

From the Desk of 
Rabbi Schwab
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I truly love this time of year – the change of the seasons, 
school beginning, the community coming to life in special ways 
after the summer recess....and of course, the yamim nora'im – the 
High Holy Days. Every year about this time we are afforded 
the opportunity to reflect on the year past – to recall the sad 
moments, and to count our blessings, to look for ways we can 
better ourselves in the year ahead, and to celebrate our successes.

As a Hazzan, I take particular interest in the liturgy this time 
of year. Very often people stop me in the halls toward the end of 
summer, asking if I am ready for the chagim. My "go to" reply is, 

"Of course! The music is the music, and the text doesn't change!" 
And while it's true that the text doesn't change, and while I 
usually get a chuckle as a response to my answer, there is a much 
deeper answer that perhaps I should give.

In August 2015, just after we arrived, I was walking 
through Barnes and Noble with my wife and a book with a 
very interesting cover caught my eye. It is called This Is Real 
and You Are So Unprepared: The Days of Awe as a Journey of 
Transformation, by Alan Lew. The truth is, it is still sitting on my 
shelf, waiting to be read, but I pass by this book every day as I 
enter my study in the Synagogue. And over these last few weeks 
I have paid particular attention to it, opening it to glance at a few 
pages as I have time. The idea that we have the opportunity to 
continue to grow, to change, to find new ways to understand life, 
love and family is incredible! The idea that we can completely 
turn our lives in any direction we choose is almost inconceivable 
when we recognize the magnitude of the potential that lies 
before us! The question is: how do we accomplish this?

Each year I focus on a different section of the liturgy in 
particular as I prepare the davening for the High Holy Days. This 
year, I have paid particular attention to a prayer that is not read 
aloud. On page 203 of Mahzor Lev Shalem is the Tefillah Zakah, or 
Prayer for Purity, composed by Rabbi Abraham Danziger in the 
late-18th or early-19th century. It recognizes the many gifts with 

which God alone endowed each of us, and our ability to use these 
gifts for good, for kindness, to better the world. I encourage you 
to read this prayer and reflect on how we can apply its wisdom to 
our own lives.

Of course, I also use the music of the liturgy as a vehicle to 
both better understand, as well as bring out deeper layers of 
meaning from the text. Just a few weeks ago many of us gathered 
in our Field Family Sanctuary for Sh'ma Koleinu: The High Holy 
Days in Concert, and had the very special opportunity to enjoy 
not only some very talented hazzanim from around the country, 
but near thirty very talented children and adults from our own 
Beth El community. In this program we explored the liturgy 
of the holidays through traditional and contemporary musical 
settings as we allowed ourselves to be moved in new ways. I wish 
to thank Jeffrey Goldsmith and the music committee for their 
hard work in bringing this program to fruition, as well as our 
sponsors for their generosity in underwriting the concert. I pray 
that we gather for many more such joyous and fun occasions.

I would of course be remiss if I did not thank Sid Engel, our 
most talented music director, who will be with us through Yom 
Kippur, as well as our wonderful professional High Holy Day 
Choir. It is only with their beautiful voices that the sacred texts 
of our liturgy come to life through music. And finally, I wish to 
thank in advance the eight young soloists who have worked very 
hard since the end of summer in preparing sections of the service 
that they will present throughout the High Holy Days in the 
Field Family Sanctuary: Gabriella Cooperman, Avra Friedman, 
Mimi Friedman, Elena Gross, Rebecca Halfin, Bobbi Hochberg, 
Rachel Hochberg, Sarah Tenner and Emily Zimmerman.

Sarah, Talia, Ethan and I wish each of you a happy and healthy 
New Year. May your dreams be fulfilled, may we all be blessed 
with good health, and may we all enjoy only the best of God's 
blessings. May we all be inscribed in the Book of Life. B'Shalom

Hazzan Ben Tisser

Jerusalem of Gold Congregational Shabbat Dinner
with United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism Scholar 
Rabbi David Ebstein
Shabbat, November 11–12, 2016

Originally from the South side of Chicago, Rabbi David Ebstein grew up in Highland Park, where he 
and his family were members of North Suburban Synagogue Beth El. David spent summers at Camp 
Ramah in Wisconsin and is a true product of the Conservative Movement. David received his BA 
from Washington University in 1979 and was ordained as a rabbi by the Jewish Theological Seminary 
in 1988. 

Rabbi Ebstein will speak at Beth El on Friday night as part of the Congregational Shabbat Dinner, 
giving an Insider's Look at Jerusalem 2016. His D'var Torah on Shabbat morning and post-kiddush 
lecture will examine Rabbi Abraham Joshua Heschel's experience of Shabbat and Israel as holy time 
and holy space, as well as the inherent beauty to be found in the Torah. 

Cost: $25 for adults, $15 for children ages 4–12, children 3 and under are free
Kabbalat Shabbat and Ma'ariv begin at 6:15pm and dinner follows at 7:00pm
RSVP to aigornov@nssbethel.org or call 847-432-8900 x222 by November 7
Cost after November 7 is $30 for adults and $20 for children ages 4–12
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2016/5777 High Holiday 
Service Schedule
Erev Rosh Hashana** 
Sunday, October 2, 2016

**6:00pm.................Mincha
6:11pm..................Candle Lighting

First Day Rosh Hashana 
Monday, October 3, 2016

*8:15am..................Shacharit Service
**9:15am................Preschool Family Service
*10:15am................Children's Services
**5:45pm................Tashlich led by Teen Minyan
**6:15pm................Mincha & Ma'ariv 
7:16pm...................Candle Lighting

Second Day Rosh Hashana 
Tuesday, October 4, 2016
*8:15am..................Shacharit Service	
**10:15am..............Children's Services  
**10:15am...............Young Family Service
**6:15pm...............Mincha/Ma'ariv
7:15pm...................Yom Tov Ends

 

Kol Nidre/Erev Yom Kippur 
Tuesday, October 11, 2016
*5:30pm.................Mincha Service 
*5:45pm..................Kol Nidre Service
5:56pm..................Candle Lighting

Yom Kippur/Yizkor 
Wednesday, October 12, 2016

*9:00am..................Shacharit Service
**9:45am.................Preschool Family Service
*10:45am.................Children's Services 
*4:30pm..................Mincha Service
*5:45pm..................Neilah Service	
*5:45pm..................Preschool Family Service
7:01pm....................Yom Kippur Ends

*At Beth El and Highland Park High School
** At Beth El ONLY

2016/5777 Festival 
Service Schedule
Erev Sukkot
Sunday, October 16, 2016
8:45am.................Morning Service
5:45pm.................Mincha/Ma'ariv 
5:48pm.................Candle Lighting

Sukkot First Day
Monday, October 17, 2016
8:50am.................Festival Service
10:30am...............Sukkot Pray and Play
12:30pm...............Sukkah Walk
5:45pm.................Mincha/Ma'ariv
6:54pm.................Candle Lighting

Sukkot Second Day
Tuesday, October 18, 2016
8:50am.................Festival Service
5:45pm.................Mincha/Ma'ariv 
6:53pm..................Yom Tov Ends

Hoshanah Rabbah
Erev Shemini Atzeret
Sunday, October 23, 2016
8:45am.................Morning Minyan	
5:38pm.................Candle Lighting
5:45pm.................Mincha/Ma'ariv 

Shemini Atzeret/Yizkor
Erev Simchat Torah
Monday, October 24, 2016
6:30am.................Early Morning Service 
8:50am.................Festival Service
5:45pm.................Mincha/Ma'ariv
6:30pm.................Young Family Service 
6:43pm.................Candle Lighting
7:00pm.................Family Hakafot Service
9:00pm.................Simchat Torah 
            Ice Cream Social

Simchat Torah
Tuesday, October 25, 2016
8:50am.................Festival Service
10:00am...............Hakafot Service
11:00am................Simchat Torah Pray and Play 
5:45pm.................Mincha/Ma'ariv
6:42pm.................Yom Tov Ends

SIMCHAT TORAH
HONORS

TUESDAY 
OCTOBER 25, 2016

During Simchat Torah
Services, the Congregation
will be honoring three well 

deserving individuals for their 
outstanding service to the 

Congregation.

Hatan Torah – Rob Freeman
Hatan Bereshit – Felissa Kreindler
Kol Ne'Arim – Tracey Hendler

Please join the Congregation 
as we celebrate this

joyous occasion.



7October-November 2016/ Elul 5776-Heshvan 5777

Sign up online at www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0844a8ab2fa6ff2-sukkah 
or email Ana Igornov at aigornov@nssbethel.org.

SHAKE YOUR LULAV
SUKKAH WALK 5777

Let's Celebrate Sukkot Together!
Monday, October 17 following Sukkot Services at 12:30pm

• APPETIZERS AT THE LEVITAN HOME • 
• ENTREES AT THE ZELL HOME • DESSERTS AT NSS BETH EL • 

Share your favorite holiday foods and bring a kosher dairy or parve dish, 
enough for 8-12 people, or make a voluntary contribution of 

$18 per person/$30 per family for additional food and supplies. 

Maps and directions will be provided. 
For questions or to RSVP call Ana Igornov at 847-432-8900 x222.

Hazak Senior Transportation Services will be available. 
Contact Lennie Kay at 847-432-8900 x221  by October 7. 
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- Allan Greenberg on the loss of his mother, Rose Greenberg
- Fran Levy on the loss of her mother, Frieda Fireman
- Elaine Oberlander on the loss of her mother, Francis Louise Fox
- Judith Siskel on the loss of her mother, Ruth Sol

Condolences To

- Bernard and Fran Alpert
- Benjamin and Anna Domb and their sons, Arie, Elijah and Gideon
- Marc and Nan Fine
- Scott and Betsy Forester and their children, Shira, Rena, and Benjamin
- Matthew and Shoshana Gordon
- Racquel Hochwert
- Elaine Jaffe
- Leslie Jaffe
- Tomer and Amy Konstantin
- Philip and Carol Lazarus

- Jerry and Bonnie Lebovitz
- Amy Levin
- Larry Magill and his sons, Noah, Jonah and Levi
- Pamelyn Massarsky
- Scott and Dana Randel
- Jeff and Marcia Rubin 
- Robert and Rebecca Rutkoff
- Charles Slutzky and Jacqueline Schwarz
- Jason and Naomi Secore and their children, Nathan and Daniela

We Welcome the Following New Members

- Laurel and Bary Abramowicz on the engagement of their daughter, Brittany Sher, to Joshua Gabriel Cahan
- Eleanor and Albert Boxerman on the occasion of their 70th wedding annversary
- Honey and Daniel Bronson on the engagement of their son, Benjamin, to Alison Cullman
- Sharon and Robert Burack on the birth of their grandchildren, Samuel Henry and Yael Jaymes Lotzof
- Rena and Sonny Cohen on the marriages of their daughter, Hallie and their son, Yale
- Carol and Gordon Derman on the marriage of their son, Benjamin
- Nancy and Maury Fertig on the occasion of their 30th wedding anniversary
- Carli and Matthew Feinstein on the birth of the daughter, Levi Judith
- Linda and Steven Feinstein on the birth of their granddaughter, Levi Judith Feinstein
- Linda and Steven Feinstein on the marriage of their daughter, Sara
- Nina and Mark Gaines on the birth of their granddaughter, Shoshana Miriam Gaines
- Sarah and Matthew Gaines on the birth of daughter, Shoshana Miriam
- Gerry Kaplan on the marriage of her granddaughter, Michelle Kaplan, to Jake Friedman
- Karen and Michael Kesner on the birth of their grandson, Darwin
- Kimberly and Joseph Kesner on the birth of their son, Darwin
- Shoshana and Moshe Konstantin on the marriage of their son, Tomer to Amy Robertson
- Harold Lederman on the birth of his great-grandchildren, Samuel Henry and Yael Jaymes Lotzof
- Zella Ludwig on the birth of her great-granddaughter, Shoshana Miriam Gaines
- Anne and Elliot Rossen on the engagement of their son, Stuart, to Cara Farber
- Hedy and Mel Sered on the occasion of their 60th wedding anniversary
- Lynne and Howard Schechter on the birth of their grandson, Miles Slone Schechter
- Rebecca and Loren Schechter on the birth of their son, Miles Slone

Congratulations To

We wish to thank the following members, guests and groups for sponsoring the Shabbat Kiddush:
Fran and Bernard Alpert
Eleanor and Albert Boxerman
Nancy and Maury Fertig
Nami, David, Galit and Eytan Goldenberg
Mary Ellen Bowers and Larry Goldsmith
Sari and Mitch Kovitz
Bryna and Rabbi Vernon Kurtz

North Suburban Beth El Sisterhood
North Suburban Synagogue Beth El Men's Club
Marcie and Bradley Pickard
Hedy and Mel Sered
Kathryn and Josh Silvers
Cara Madansky Stiebel and Mayer Stiebel
Randi and Todd Zimmerman



9October-November 2016/ Elul 5776-Heshvan 5777

November – Tishrei / Heshvan 5777

October – Elul 5776/ Tishrei 5777

Stephanie Kallish,
daughter of Rozlyn and Marc Kallish
Shabbat, October 1

Bradley Kaufman,
son of Merle and Gary Kaufman 
Shabbat, October 15

Rebecca Halfin,
daughter of Elizabeth and Simon Halifin 
Shabbat, October 22

Nathaniel Dishner,
son of Karen and Robert Dishner
Shabbat, October 22

Julia Tenner,
daughter of Gail and Joel Tenner
Shabbat, October 29

Marcus Kamen,
son of Andrea and Hershel Kamen
Shabbat, November 5

Eli Greenstein,
son of Ranna Rozenfeld and Shane Greenstein
Shabbat, November 12

Daniel Grafman,
son of Sarah Fox and Jordan Grafman 
Shabbat, November 19
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Afternoon @ The Movies 
The Joseph and Mae Gray Cultural & Learning 
Center and the Hazak Senior Life Committee 
will host Afternoon @ the Movies on Thursday, 
November 17 at 2:00pm. Join Hazzan Ben 
Tisser for a special screening of A Cantor's 
Tale, a documentary about his teacher and 
mentor Hazzan Jack Mendelson. Open to the 
community, free of charge. Popcorn, candy, and 
soda will be served! Please RSVP to Marcie 
Eskin at meskin@nssbethel.org or 847-926-7903.

 

The Rissman Family 
Kol Ami Museum
Join the participants of this summer's Artist Beit 
Midrash for a reception and exhibit opening on 
Wednesday, November 2, 5:00–7:00pm, at The 
Arthur M. Feldman Gallery (465 Roger Williams, 
Highland Park). More information coming soon....

Torah Fund Book Club 

The Sisterhood Torah Fund Book Club will 
discuss The Beauty Queen of Jerusalem by 
Sarit Yishai-Levi on Saturday, October 22 at 
12:30pm, facilitated by Rachel Kamin. A sweeping 
novel set against the Golden Age of Hollywood, 
the dark days of World War II, and the swinging 
'70's follows four generations of women in 
Jerusalem as they forge their own paths through 
times of dramatic change. Copies of the book are 
available in the Abbell Library as well as at local 
public libraries and booksellers.  

New members welcome! To participate in the Book Club, please make a 
minimum annual donation of $36 to the Torah Fund Campaign. Contact Linda 
Gottlieb, Sisterhood Torah Fund Vice President, at lbgmom@comcast.net or 
call 847-835-3101.  

The Sisterhood Torah Fund Book Club will continue on Saturday, December 10 
with a discussion of The Imperial Wife by Irina Reyn, the 2016 Spertus 
"One Book, One Community" selection.  

Save the Date: The Sisterhood Torah Fund Book Club will co-host a 
special "luncheon" with members of Kadima and BEANS USY on Sunday, 
November 6 at 1:15pm to discuss the award-winning novel, The Hired Girl 
by Laura Amy Schlitz. More details coming soon....

NSS Beth El @ Chicago Festival of Israeli Cinema 
NSS Beth El is sponsoring the film On the Map at the Chicago Festival 
of Israeli Cinema on Saturday, November 5 at 7:30pm at the ArcLight 
Cinemas in Glenview.  Dani Menkin tells the story of how the Maccabi Tel 
Aviv basketball team put Israel "on the map" in 1977, when it toppled the 
four-time defending European Champions, the Soviet Red Army team from 
Moscow, en route to winning the European Cup Basketball Championship. 
Reserved tickets will be for sale at Beth El in October. Contact Rachel Kamin 
at rkamin@nssbethel.org or 847-926-7902 for more information.

Used Book Sale 
Save the Date: The NSS Beth El Annual Used Book Sale will be February 
3–12, 2017.  Due to storage issues, we cannot accept donations before January 1. 
Please plan to drop off your donations between January 1 and February 2, 2017. 
Donations received before January 1 may be discarded.

Joseph and Mae Gray Cultural & Learning Center

Writer's Beit Midrash–The NSS Beth El Writer's Beit Midrash continues to meet every other Wednesday 
morning in the Maxwell Abbell Library, 9:30–11:00am. Upcoming meetings are scheduled for: October 5 and 19, 
November 2, 16 and 30, and December 14. All fiction, non-fiction, poetry, memoir, and essay writers (published or 
not yet published) are welcome for discussions, exercises, camaraderie, and critique. Contact Rachel Kamin at 
rkamin@nssbethel.org or 847-432-8900 x242 for more information and to be added to the mailing list.
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Thoughts on Social Action by Jacqueline Kott-Wolle

Last month I had the pleasure of attending a very interesting lecture. The speaker 
was Rabbi Micah Greenland of NCSY and he addressed an issue that is close to my 
heart – how to impart Judaism and Jewish values to the next generation. 

 Rabbi Greenland began by telling us that he was fascinated by family 
businesses. He said he particularly enjoys reading studies about why some 
family businesses fail after successive generations take them over while others 
grow and flourish with new ideas and enjoy even greater success than the 
generation that started the operation. In the case of the failed family businesses, 
he described successive generations who take over grandpa's store out of a sense 
of duty and loyalty to the past or for reasons of financial security. These are solid 
reasons undoubtedly but they are often not based in love of and belief in the 
work. In the case of the successful family businesses, he described four factors 
that contributed to the vitality of the companies going forward. They are (1) 
long-term vision; (2) a sense of entrepreneurship; (3) a spirit of innovation; and 
(4) a shared set of values.

 Of course, Rabbi Greenland ultimately was not lecturing on business models. 
He used this as a metaphor and explained that, as Jews, we need to see Judaism 
as our family business. When you hold on to traditions as an obligation or out of 
loyalty to generations before you, it will be much harder to impart Judaism to the 
next generation. Rather, a person who is genuinely passionate and invested in 
Judaism, someone who feels that they can take its beautiful teachings and make 
them live and breathe in their homes in a way that feels creative and fresh – this 
is the spirit needed to impart the family business onto the next generation.

 When he elaborated on the part about the shared set of values, a light bulb 
went off for me. Rabbi Greenland asked the group: what values do you want to 
impart to your children? People responded with words like honesty, curiosity, 
Shabbat, education, community, and care and concern for others. He then 
asked how old our children should be when we start to teach these values. 
Teenagers? Eight years old? Three years old? Actually, he said we should start 
teaching these values twenty years before our kids are even born. If you want 
honest children, you need to be honest your whole life; if you want curious 
children, you need to be curious yourself; if you want children who care about 
others and are invested in community, you need to live like someone who cares 
about and invests in community.  Kids, as we all know, can smell and taste 
sincerity. They know what values we really believe in just by watching us live 
our lives and how we conduct ourselves.

 At that point in the lecture, the concept got me thinking about Beth El, social 
action, and our community. Beth El's Social Action Committee is one really 
important division of our Jewish family business. It offers our children (both 
not yet born and those of any age!) a chance to see us live our values in a very 
tangible way. When the kids see us buy Nutrigrain bars for the local school we 
adopted or collect and donate winter coats for those in need or when the whole 
family attends Mitzvah Day, or when they see us volunteering to serve meals 
at Uptown Café or shopping for Thanksgiving packages – they know what our 
values are. Actively engaging in mitzvot, caring for others, volunteering  – these 
are the easiest Jewish values to impart to the next generation.

 As I write this piece, I am cognizant of the fact that my tenure as Chair of 
Social Action at Beth El will be winding down. The blessing of this position is that 
it gave my kids an opportunity to observe my values. When I took this position 
6 years ago, I had no idea that this would be the silver lining. I am pleased to 
introduce Mary Channon, who will be co-chairing Social Action with me this 
year. Mary will learn the ropes and take over as Social Action Chair next year. I 
hope you will join me in welcoming her into this leadership position and consider 
investing in our Jewish family business by joining our committee, participating in 
one of our many projects or creating innovative programs to help those in need.

Sign up Now for an Experience at the 
JUF Uptown Café
Monday, November 13 and December 6
Dinner or brunch are served at the Uptown Café, 
located at 909 W. Wilson. The SAC needs volunteers 
(age 12 and older) to set tables and wait upon guests 
at the café. Contact Rochelle Rubinoff at rochelle.
rubinoff@gmail.com. 

Winter Coat Drive 
November 15 – December 4
Donate gently used, clean coats, hats and other outerwear 
of all sizes and/or new, unwrapped Hanukkah toys for 
the Chicago Chesed Fund. Contact Mira Temkin at 
miratemkin@gmail.com or 847-433-2109.

"Take a Bite Out of Hunger Campaign" 
Once again we will be collecting food items to provide 
daily breakfasts for children in need at two Highland 
Park elementary schools for the 2016/2017 calendar 
year. Please drop off your donations of the following 
items: Kellogg's brand (only) Nutrigrain Fruit 
Bars and Fruit squeezer-type snacks (any brand is 
fine). Collection bins are located by the main office 
doors and the Religious School doors. Our goal is to 
distribute 100 of these items every week for the entire 
school year! 

The Annual Family-to-Family 
Thanksgiving Mitzvah Project
Sunday, November 20
10:00am –Noon
More than 100 families are needed to create 
festive baskets filled with donated holiday foods 
for Glenwood School families from Waukegan.  
To register, contact Ana Igornov at 847-432-8900, 
ext 222 or aigornov@nssbethel.org. Please note 
that the shopping list has changed from previous 
years. Please adhere to this list (No glass or 
perishables. Food need not be kosher):

•	 2 cans of cranberry sauce
•	 2 large bags or boxes of stuffing or beans
•	 4 cans of vegetables 
•	 2 large cans of sweet potatoes
•	 2 cans of fruit or 1 pre-packaged dessert
•	 1 envelope of gravy mix
•	 2 cans of soup
•	 1 small bag of rice or pasta
•	 A $20 gift certificate to Jewel
•	 6 oranges
•	 1 bag of baby carrots

Social Action in Action

Note – We will also be collecting non-perishable 
groceries for Moraine Township Food Pantry.
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The Ner Tamid Society is a recognition society that honors 
those who have included North Suburban Synagogue Beth 
El in their wills or estate plans. As the Ner Tamid – the 
eternal light – symbolizes the continuity of the Jewish 
people, so too do Ner Tamid Society members leave a legacy 
for the future by providing for the financial security of the 
Synagogue, the center of Jewish life. 

Since the Life and Legacy program kickoff in the summer 
of 2014, we have added 42 new members to the Ner Tamid 
Society, joining our cadre of original members, so the society 
now numbers more than 75 estate gifts. Under the terms 
of the Create a Jewish Legacy– Chicago, we have met our 
goal for the first two years of the Life and Legacy program 
and earned a $20,000 stipend for our Endowment Fund! 
We will be continuing the program for two more years, as 
it will continue to promote estate formalization and donor 
stewardship – plus there are more incentive grants!

We are grateful to our Ner Tamid members and invite 
every congregant to leave your own legacy with any size 
gift ($1000 or more) by joining our Ner Tamid Society.  
Ner Tamid Society members will be honored in a variety 
of ways, with invitations to special recognition events, 
acknowledgement in the Beth El bulletin and inclusion on a 
new donor wall. Requests for anonymity will be honored. 

To become a member of the Ner Tamid Society, or if you 
have already made arrangements for a legacy gift and would 
like to inform us, or for more  information about including 
Beth El in your estate plan, please contact Nancy Kleine 
Kekst, Director of Development and Communication, at 
nkekst@nssbethel.org or by calling 847-432-8900 x262. 

The Development Office by Nancy Kleine Kekst

At the High Holiday season each fall our thoughts turn to tzedakah 
(charity) and kehillah (community). As we worship together on 
Yom Kippur, the power of community is alive at NSS Beth El. At 
that time, we reflect upon the importance our Synagogue has in 
our lives, the lives of our loved ones and the community at large. 
We remind ourselves of what NSS Beth El means to each one of us, 
365 days a year, and how every person is impacted by the programs 
and services our Synagogue provides. There is something at Beth 
El for everyone. This is our neighborhood. The more one engages, 
the richer the experience.

At Yom Kippur, our tradition is to raise revenue to maintain the 
vital programs and services we provide to our members. This is 
what the Kol Nidre Appeal is about, and we seek full participation 
from our members in order to support our Synagogue's needs and 
meet our financial obligations. Did you know that dues and other 
outside support only covers approximately three quarters of our 
Synagogue income? We must still cover the rest of our budget 
with fundraising every year.  These amounts go directly to support 
our programming and to help make membership possible for 
families who cannot afford to pay full dues and students who need 
scholarship help to attend our schools.  

Our tradition teaches us to give to the extent of our ability 
(something, anything – no matter how big or small.) Mazel tov 
to the more than 600 families who made a donation to last year's 
Kol Nidre Appeal. May we see that number increase this year. 
There will be a personal Appeal card available for you at Kol 
Nidre services.

Additionally, you may also log into your Synagogue account on 
the NSSBE website and make a Kol Nidre donation online! You 
can also mail a check to the Synagogue, call the Accounting Office, 
or email your pledge to me at nkekst@nssbethel.org  and have it 
added to your regular billing. If you have any questions about your 
past giving history, contact me at 847-432-8900 x262.

Thank you for your generous support 
of our Annual Kol Nidre Appeal
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The Development Office by Nancy Kleine Kekst

Around the Synagogue

Mazel tov to the Lidov Family, who 
recently dedicated the new Lidov 
Family Memorial Alcove as a part of 
our beautiful remodeling project. We 
are most grateful for their generous gift 
in memory of their husband and father, 
Howard I. Lidov. 

Pictured at the dedication last month 
are (l to r) Bryna Kurtz, Suzanne Block, 
Mildred, Robert and Lawrence Lidov, 
and Rabbi Vernon Kurtz.

There are many other naming 
opportunities, both in our Endowment 
Corporation and in our Capital Fund, 
should you wish to make a significant 
impact for the future of NSSBE. Please 
contact Nancy Kleine Kekst, Director 
of Development and Communication, 
at nkekst@nssbethel.org or call 847-
432-8900 x262. 

Anonymous
Harriet Bernbaum
Eve and Richard Biller
Gil Bogen
Gail and Andrew Brown
Bernice and Buddy Cohen
Cheryl and Carey Cooper
Sandra and Phillip Cooper
Barbara and Lawrence Field
Shelly and Leonard Foxman
Marilyn Hirsch and Gary Gordon
Nina and Arnie Harris
Penny and Jeffrey Hecktman
Barbara and Stuart Hochwert
AnnDee and Edward Holland
Karen and Michael Kesner
Sari and Mitch Kovitz
Julie and Coleman Kraff
Roberta and Jeffrey Kwall 
Karen and Richard Reisin
Lisa and Jeffrey Rosenkranz

Andy and Kenneth Saffir
Lynne and Skip Schrayer
Karyn and Bill Silverstein
Tina and Joseph Wolf
Sheri and Sherwin Zuckerman

We honor those congregants who have renewed or made a 
first time B'Yachad Donor commitment for 2016–2017 (as of 
September 1, 2016). 

Words cannot express our warm gratitude for their very 
generous participation in our B'Yachad dues level program 
at North Suburban Synagogue Beth El this year. This is the 
highest number of B'Yachad level donors we have ever had. 
You can still add your name to this honored list!

Together with B'Yachad
Hazak Transportation Program
A transportation program has been launched by Hazak, 
our synagogue's growing effort to meet the needs of older 
adults in our community. If you need a ride to a Beth El 
event, class or Shabbat morning service, please call Lennie 
Kay 847-432-8900 x221. She and the volunteer Hazak team 
will work to coordinate your ride. If possible, please allow at 
least three days advance notice. Last minute requests may 
be difficult to accommodate.  

Any comments or questions on 
this program can be directed to 
Jan Channon (847-945-7422 or 
janchannonflowers@gmail.com) or 
Marilyn Hirsch (847-266-0426 or mbh​
3​333@gmail.com), Hazak co-chairs.

The ARK's High 
Holiday Food Drive
On behalf of The ARK, 
we want to thank all the 

congregants who made 
generous donations of food 
and other items in support 

of The ARK Agency helping Chicagoland Jewish families in 
need. Your kindness helped so many who have so little. Thank 
you again.



14October-November 2016/ Elul 5776-Heshvan 5777

With the summer months behind us, the North 
Suburban Synagogue Beth El Men's Club has been 
busy planning this year's calendar of informative, 

engaging, and fun social events. Like last year, this will 
include several joint activities with the Beth El Sisterhood.

 Men's Club 2016 Candidate Town Hall
Sunday, October 30 
Would you like to have a chance to ask 10th Congressional 
Representative Congressman Bob Dold a question up close 
and personal? Here is your chance. Your Beth El Men's Club 
will be hosting the Congressman as he meets our congregants 
in a Town Hall event.  

On October 30, Congressman Dold, and other state and local 
candidates have committed to attend Beth El's Republican 
Candidates Town Hall. We have already hosted a Democratic 
Town Hall.

This program will start at 10:00am sharp. Please attend 
this always interesting forum and bring your questions for 
the Q&A. For any questions, contact Michael Salberg at 
mbsalberg@sbcglobal.net or 847-831-0581.

Sunday Mornings Bagels for Your Brains 
The very successful Sunday morning program, Bagels for 
Your Brains, begins at 9:45am, directly following the Sunday 
morning minyan. On November 13, Dr. Mike Greenberg will 
present, "Tables Turned on Them: Jewish GIs Guarding 
German POWs." Researcher Dr. Stuart Richer will present his 
work on macular degeneration on December 11. Mark your 
calendars to join us for both the morning minyan and Bagels 
for Your Brains. 

Hearing Men's Voices Programs 
The well-received program, Hearing Men's Voices, will 
resume this fall. The program consists of informal discussions 
that educate participants and offer insights into current, real-
life issues facing men in today's society. The sessions are free 
to the community, and each session is hosted at the home of 
one of our members. 

Kiddush Club
We will continue to schedule our Kiddush Club about once 
every six weeks. Whether warm or cold weather outdoors, it's 
always warm inside, so don't rush home after shul on Shabbat 
morning. Instead, stay a while and enjoy a wonderful Beth 
El Congregational Deli Lunch sponsored by the Men's Club.  
Our last Kiddush Club was attended by one of our largest 
groups yet. Come kibbitz with your friends and other Beth El 
families. Share in the fun, laughs, Shabbat ruach, and plenty 
of good food for everyone.... corned beef, turkey, salads and 
much more. Everyone is welcome! Much thanks to Steve 
Coven for coordinating these most delightful events. For more 
information, contact Steve at scoven@napcoltd.com.

Men's Club

Men's Club 2016 Lox Box Deliveries 
Get a great Thanksgiving-time lox box delivered from the Men's Club on November 20

Our Lox Boxes will be filled with breakfast that serves 4-6 people, including: bagels, cream cheese, 
lox, tomato, fruit, juice, dessert, other trimmings, some Hanukkah surprises, and other goodies. 
Deliveries** will take place on Sunday, November 20. All net proceeds go to the Synagogue.

First and Last Name: 
 
Address: 

Phone: 
 
Email:
 

**Local deliveries are free. 
If you need a delivery not local to Highland Park, check in with us at NSSBethelMensClub@gmail.com to determine 
delivery eligibility.

Send this completed form with $33 to: NSS Beth El Men's Club • 1175 Sheridan Road, Highland Park, IL 60035 
Please make checks payable to NSS Beth El Men's Club. Any Questions? Email NSSBethelMensClub@gmail.com.
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Men's Club
Planning Ahead and
Save the Dates....
In adherence to our charter, and with an 
ongoing commitment to the synagogue 
and to Men's Club members, we will offer 
programming nearly every Sunday morning, 
from September through May. This will 
include the stimulating Bagels for Your 
Brains programs, which offer shul-wide 
presentations approximately once every 
4-6 weeks and, on intervening Sundays, 
more intimate educational presentations 
and Torah study sessions. Please check 
your synagogue mailings, emails, and our 
New Men's Club website for additional 
upcoming programing and details.

Save the following dates for upcoming 
Men's Club events:

Thursday, October 20
Dinner in the Sukkah Event

Sunday, November 6
Men's Club Keeper of the Flame Event

Sunday, November 20
Annual Lox Box Preparation & Delivery

Wednesday, December 11
Latke Cooking

Friday–Sunday, January 13–15
Men's Club Shabbat Weekend 

Sunday, February 5
World Wide Wrap

Thursday, February 16
Annual Caveman Dinner

Saturday, February 25
Joint Men's Club & Sisterhood Event

Thursday, March 2
Men's Club Purim Night

Sunday, March 19
Annual Men's Club Man of the Year Dinner

Tuesday, April 4
Yom HaShoah Candle Packing

Thursday, May 4
Men's Club Offsite Event 

Tuesday, May 9
Joint Men's Club & Sisterhood Dinner 
with Rabbi Kurtz

Date TBD
Off-Site Joint Men's Club & Sisterhood
Open Mic Night

These are just a few of our upcoming 
events, so stay tuned to learn about many 
more exciting programs and opportunities 
to participate! 

Men's Club Softball League Finishes Another Great Season!
The NSS Beth El Men's Club Blue Team captured the B-Bracket Championship in 
this year's synagogue-wide softball league. The 12-team league, which was founded 
and is administered by Men's Club member Michael Salberg, just completed its third 
season. The league consisted of more than 200 players from synagogues in Northbrook, 
Highland Park, Glencoe, Vernon Hills, Long Grove, Buffalo Grove and Wilmette 
participating. The games were played at Techny Fields in Northbrook.

 All participating teams met their goals of increasing their respective Men's Club 
memberships. This third season also included a charitable component – the league 
raised about $5,000 for The Friendship Circle/Buddy Baseball of Jerusalem, an 
organization that helps Israeli special needs children participate in baseball games with 
the help of a buddy. For the third consecutive year, Beth El's Men's Club had two teams 
playing in the league, and raised more money for this worthy cause than any other club 
in the league. Players participating from Beth El included: Michael (The Commish) 
Salberg, Jeffery (Silky) Goldsmith, Richard (The Professor) Small, Michael (Guitar) 
Ezgur, Oren (Little Aparicio) Spungen, Marc (The Cat) Lawrence, Victor (Doc) Levitan, 
Steve (King Kong) Kolman, Ron (Stretch) Hahamy, Bob (Arietta) Doppelt, Jeremiah 
(Crazy) Diamond, Jordy (Baby Face) Grey, Marc (The Lawyer) Richards, Jacob (Music 
Man) Richards, Mike (The Javelin) Kamin, Adam (Tiger) Hecht, Gary (The Ref ) 
Poteshman, David (The Pugilist) Seidman and Kevin (Esquire) Rosner.
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Spending your summers getting a kid ready for college, or wishing your child would come home from the summer internship for longer than a 
day? Then the Beth El Sisterhood College Connection program is for you!

Thanks to a generous endowment from the Sisterhood, we continue to provide a connection for our college students to our congregation. 

Enrolling in this wonderful program gets your college student great care packages for the Jewish holidays, as well as emailed information about 
alternative school break programs, Birthright Israel, Jewish programs on campus, summer jobs and study abroad opportunities. 

This program is sponsored by the Beth El Sisterhood and completely free to you, but you need to fill out a new form every year for college and 
graduate students. All of our enrollment is online. We no longer mail packages overseas – but if you're only studying abroad for one semester, 
we want to make sure you get packages the rest of the year, so please sign up. 

If you are concerned that we don't have the right email address to send a registration link to enroll your college student, please contact 
Tovah Goodman at tgoodman@nssbethel.org or fill out and return the form below to give the correct email address for College Connection 
information (both parent and student) so that you can make sure to receive the registration form.  

You can still sign up your college student at any time all year. And remember to "like" us on Facebook to get all the latest information!  

 
Return Form* to Tovah Goodman, Youth Community Director 
1175 Sheridan Road, Highland Park, Il 60035. 

Student Name:
Student Email:
Parent Name:
Parent Email:

*Please note that turning in this form is not registering for Beth El Sisterhood College Connection; you must register online.

Shana Tova! 
Sisterhood is a 
dynamic group of 
Beth El women 
who work together 
to support Beth 
El in many ways. 

We perform and create hiddur mitzvah 
opportunities for our community and 
donate the funds we raise back to Beth 
El's schools, youth groups, Cultural and 
Learning Center, and social action projects. 
We strive to bring together women of 
our congregation for social, educational, 
cultural and religious programs. While 
maintaining our traditional values, we 
are in the process of crafting a new vision 
for Sisterhood and we are looking for 
new members who will help us meet the 
challenge of change.

Rachel Ferber, Mary Ellen Bowers-Goldsmith 
and Karen Weiss
Sisterhood Co-Presidents

Upcoming Sisterhoood Events

Beth El  Sisterhood College Connection

Sunday, October 16, 9:15 – 10:15am
Walk It Off with Sisterhood
Tired of walking alone? Want to stay moving while your kids are in Sunday school? 
Join us for a brisk walk through the ravines. Come on, let's walk and talk together! 
Meet us in the main doorway to the sanctuary. Questions, contact Rachel Ferber, 
Rachel.ferber@att.net or 847-835-6201.

Thursday, October 27, 11:30am–1:30pm
Cozy Up with Fall Flavors
Taking place at Dena Cooperman's home. Warm up with Chef Laura in the kitchen 
and learn to make delicious and heartwarming soups and stews. Please reserve 
your spot by Wednesday, October 19 with payment to NS Beth El Sisterhood, 1175 
Sheridan Rd, Highland Park. Members $25, non-members $30. This class fills up 
quickly, so don't delay. Questions, contact Dena Cooperman, denarscooperman@
yahoo.com or 847-266-1218.

Wednesday, November 9, 9:15 – 10:30am
Breakfast with Rabbi Schwab
Come experience the desert southwest through the eyes of Rabbi 
Schwab and his family as he takes us there through his photos. 
Continental breakfast. $8. RSVP by November 2 to Roz Kallish, 
rozlynkall@att.net or 847-831-0674. Mail checks to NS Beth El 
Sisterhood, 1175 Sheridan Rd, Highland Park.

Sisterhood

Sign up online for the Beth El  Sisterhood College Connection at http://goo.gl/forms/aqMWOnsCFQDzBtgm2
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Torah Fund is a fundraising campaign to ensure our legacy to future generations of Conservative Jews by 
providing scholarships and educational and spiritual enhancements at the five educational institutions 
of the Jewish Theological Seminary. Your Torah Fund contribution strengthens and perpetuates 
Conservative/Masorti Judaism throughout the world. 

To commemorate the 100th year of Women's League for Conservative Judaism and the 75th year of the 
Torah Fund Campaign, we celebrate women's achievements through creativity – the fruit of her hands, 
p'ri yadehah. The wheat branch featured in the 2017 pin/pendant signifies the sustenance we wish for all 
our family and friends, and the olive branch represents our prayers for peace.

Donation envelopes are available in the Beth El office and Gift Shop and by contacting Linda Gottlieb at 
847-835-3101.

Linda Gottlieb, Vice President - Torah Fund

Sisterhood Torah Fund

Sisterhood

NS Beth El Sisterhood Gift Shop
Your Resource for Beautiful Judaica and Gifts
A Special Message from your Gift Shop Co-Chairs, Sulie Holt and Diane Levin

With the completion of Phase One of NSS Beth El's renovation, new storage 
allocations and configurations for our Gift Shop, and new merchandise just 
in from our annual visit to New York's Gift Show at the Javits Center, we are 
doing some serious re-organizing. Faced with the challenge of great new 
merchandise to stock and terrific merchandise already in stock, we decided 
that this is a perfect time for a:

Re-Organizing-Our-Shelves, 
Not-To-Be-Missed Sale!
Sunday, November 13 through Tuesday, November 15
50% Off a Vast Array of Select Merchandise

Sunday, November 13	 9:00am – 3:00pm
Monday, November 14	 8:30am – 1:00pm; 6:00 – 7:00pm
Tuesday, November 15	 8:30am – 1:00pm; 4:00 – 6:00pm

We invite you to come and browse and take advantage of some great 
sales. Honoring our commitment always to bring you unusual, beautiful 
merchandise from our New York adventures, we have added absolutely 
stunning new items from our latest trip. We found a number of new 
vendors. One Israeli artisan featured sterling silver Judaica and jewelry that 
is remarkable for its craftsmanship and exquisite style.

We hope you will stop by the Gift Shop and browse. Perhaps you could 
get a head start on your holiday shopping! All purchases help to support 
Sisterhood's financial gifts to NSS Beth El's Jack and Mildred Cohen 
Religious School. 

Of course, we're always open by appointment. Simply call, and we will meet 
you at the Gift Shop. Sulie Holt: 847-558-3389; or Diane Levin: 847-571-5629; 
or Pam Schlosberg: 847-433-7546.
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North Suburban Synagogue 
Beth El is proud to announce 
that Alicia Gejman, Director of 
Formal Education, has completed 
the degree of Doctor of Science 
in Jewish Studies from Spertus 
Institute for Jewish Learning 
and Leadership. Her Doctoral 
dissertation was on Judeo-Spanish 
proverbs and on how to teach these 
proverbs to elucidate a deeper 
understanding of the Sephardic 
worldview. Reflecting on her 
studies, Alicia feels more grounded 
in learning, more equipped to 
develop curriculum and hopes to 
inspire lifelong learners. 

New Achievement in the 
Education Department

Jewish holidays are at their core a distinctive identity feature.  For centuries Jews 
made reference to their birthdays, weddings and life cycle events by associating them 
to the Hebrew calendar and connecting them with the nearest Jewish holiday. I clearly 
remember my grandmother's reply to my inquiry about when was she born: "I was born 
the day after Shavuot," she would readily disclose. The Jewish calendar has always 
served Jews as a frame of reference and a temporal marker. Each Jewish holiday, with 
its intrinsic traditions, aromas, melodies, and distinctive liturgy, provides a time to 
rejoice as we reaffirm our belonging and helps us reconnect with ourselves, families and 
friends, other Jews in the community and G-d. Many of our holidays established during 
the biblical period involved a strong connection to nature and specifically to the land 
of Israel. This link got severed after Jews were exiled from the land, driving rabbis to 
reframe the meaning of the Jewish holidays and connecting them with historical events.  
In this way, Jews could identify with these major celebrations while living outside the 
land of Israel. A case in point is Sukkot, the agricultural harvest festival referred to as 
Chag Ha-Asif – the Festival of Ingathering – and one of the three Pilgrimage Festivals, 
that became artificially connected to the historical event of the Israelites dwelling in 
booths during their wanderings in the desert after the exodus from Egypt. The liturgy of 
this holiday and others reflects the concept of time – z'man – stressing time over space. 
Sukkot, z'man simchateinu – the time of our joy – helps us connect with other Jews at 
the same time even when we do not share the space. 

The month of Tishrei, which we will celebrate this October, offers us ample 
opportunity to reconnect and rejoice as we fulfill the mitzvot connected to these 
holidays. The three schools at Beth El will be celebrating the Tishrei holidays with 
a variety of programs and activities. Stay tuned by reading our weekly electronic 
communications.

Wishing you a healthy and joyful year! 

Dr. Alicia Gejman 
Director of Formal Education  

Jack and Mildred Cohen Religious School and  
Miriam and Bernard H. Sokol Hebrew High School

M'Shulchan Hamenahelet

The Cohen Religious School and the Sokol Hebrew High School staff get together to plan for the upcoming academic year (photo was taken last August).
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We Love a Good Jewish 
Book, and PJ Library 
Loves NSSBE 

As a parent of young children, I've 
been very familiar with the PJ Library, 
a program through the Grinspoon 
Foundation that gifts books with Jewish 
content to families. Our kids excitedly 

open the packages every month and many of the books and CDs 
we've received have become household favorites. Exploring the 
world of Jewish literature together in an age-appropriate way 
has been a great gift to our family, and I highly encourage anyone 
(parents or grandparents) to sign up and participate in this 
incredible program. Go to www.juf.org/youngfamilies/pjlibrary to 
sign up and learn more.

PJ Library also sponsors local Jewish family programming, 
often geared at preschool and young elementary school students. 
This year NSS Beth El applied and was selected to host three PJ 
Library programs. Two of the programs will be happening this 
Sukkot, and one will take place in the spring during Tu B'Shevat. 

 During the week of Sukkot, on Monday, October 17, our annual 
Sukkot Pray ‘n Play program with our B'Yachad Family Service 
will be a PJ Library event. We will meet at 10:45am for singing 
and learning and we will shake the lulav and visit the  

 
Sukkah together. The program will end by joining in with our 
congregational Sukkah Walk. On Thursday, October 20, our annual 
Steinberg Pre-School/PJ Library Sukkah Party, run by the Paul 
S. and Sylvia Steinberg Pre-School. Families will make decorations 
for the Sukkah, learn about the holiday, visit the Sukkah and eat 
a pizza dinner together. Both programs will include reading from 
some great PJ Library books about Sukkot and are free and open to 
the entire community!

On Friday night, February 10, we will have a special Jeans and 
Jammies Shabbat in the Forest service and dinner, starting at 
5:00pm. Kids can come in pajamas and families can come dressed 
casually to enjoy our fantastic Tu B'Shevat Forest and PJ Library 
Tu B'Shevat stories, songs, activities, age-appropriate Shabbat 
services and a free children's dinner. This program is also free and 
open to the community, geared for families with children ages 7 
and younger (though all older siblings, grandparents and friends 
are invited!).

We are honored to be celebrating Sukkot and Tu B'Shevat (and 
Shabbat) with the PJ Library and hope to see you there.

Paul S. and Sylvia Steinberg Pre-School
The sounds of children's voices can be heard throughout 

the halls of the Steinberg Pre-School. The students have settled 
into their routine of school and can be seen actively engaged in 
learning. At the Steinberg Pre-School, we believe that children 
are capable and competent individuals who learn best through 
exploration and play. We study the Reggio Amelia philosophy, 
which originates from Italy, and provides tremendous inspiration 
for the work that we continue to engage in daily with our children. 
In a Reggio Inspired school, teachers and children are partners in 
the learning process. Children are given a voice in the classroom 
and are encouraged to explore open-ended materials, art 
mediums and group work that involves collaboration, negotiation 
and problem solving.

A Reggio Inspired school welcomes families into the daily life 
of the school, and values the parent partnerships that develop from 
the opportunities that families have to be involved. The Steinberg 
Pre-School has a vibrant parent community that volunteers their 
time in multiple ways. Whether it's by volunteering to act as a 
room parent, organize large school fundraisers and programs, or 
spend a morning in their child's classroom, our parents are an 
essential piece of our school community. 

Our students have been busy exploring the holidays of Rosh 
Hashana, Yom Kippur and Sukkot. As we begin a new school 
year together, the Jewish calendar allows us to speak of new 
beginnings and second chances on making ourselves even better 

than we were in the previous year. The holiday of Sukkot is one 
that involves all of the senses and allows for much discussion 
and exploration within the classrooms. While some classrooms 
may explore the customs and traditions of this festival holiday 
by building a Sukkah in the classrooms, other children will gain 
greater understanding of the different types of homes that people 
live in throughout our country and world. The Steinberg Pre-
School will host our annual Steinberg Pre-School/PJ Library 
Sukkah Party on Thursday, October 20, from 4:00-6:00pm. 
Children and adults alike will participate in creating Sukkah 
decorations, hearing Sukkot stories, singing and eating in the 
Sukkah, and of course shaking the Lulav and Etrog. We hope you 
will join us!

It is hard to believe, but registration for 2017-2018 school year 
begins at the end of November. Please call Karee Bilsky at 847-
432-2830 or email kbilsky@nssbethel.org for information and to 
schedule a tour. We look forward to hearing from you.

 Karee Bilsky
Steinberg Pre-School Director

Informal Education by Ali Drumm	
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Kol No'ar
The Voice of the Youth–Beth El's Youth Community

Mark Your Calendars for the Youth Community's Upcoming Programs!
USY Dessert Hop
October 8
6:00pm
Grades 9–12

M&M Club Welcome 
Back Program
October 9
Following Sunday School 
Grades K–1

Smoothies in the Sukkah
October 15
7:00pm
Grades 6–12

BEANS' Got Talent
October 19
6:30–8:00pm 
Grades K–12

Day School Dinner
November 4
6:15pm
Grades K–12

CHUSYfest
November 11–13
Camp Chi
Grades 9–12

Jews and Jams
November 15
7:00pm
Grades 6–12

Turkey Dance
November 23
8:00pm 
Grades 9–12
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Kol No'ar
The Voice of the Youth–Beth El's Youth Community

The school year has officially begun! With two successful 
welcome back events in the youth community, we are 
optimistic about making this year of programming fun, 
educational and intriguing. BEANS USY held a Leadership 
Training Institute for the current board and the excitement in 
the room was inspiring. We brainstormed programming ideas, 
did team building exercises and heard uplifting words from 
both Rabbi Schwab and Hazzan Tisser. We were very excited 
to continue the momentum at CHUSY Regional Leadership 
Training Institute, which was held at the end of September.  

For this year we want the entire youth community to 
participate in programming! So you know where your child 
fits in age-wise, the following is a breakdown of the youth 
community: M&M Club: K-1st grade; Shalom Club: 2nd-5th 
grade; Kadima: 6th-8th grade and USY: 9th-12th grade.

Enthusiastically,

Tovah Goodman
Youth Community Director

Annual Schach Pick Up and Car Wash
Sunday, October 16; 9:00am–1:00pm
Help BEANS USY with raising funds for their Tikun Olam Fund 
and continuing to be the #1 fundraiser in all of USY! Bring your 
car to get washed while you pick up your Schach order or when 
you drop off and pick up your kids for Religious School! 

Schach (the branches that cover the roof of a Sukkah) will be available through 
USY for $22 per bunch. (One bunch covers approximately 16 square feet.) 
Lulav and Etrog can be purchased for $60 per set. 

All orders for Schach as well as Lulav and Etrog must be received by 
Monday, October 10, 2016. Pick-Up for Schach and Lulav and Etrog will be 
Sunday, October 16, 2016, between 9:00am and 1:00pm outside by the south side doors. 
(We cannot be responsible for Schach that is not picked up on time.)

Name:

Phone:

Email Address:

  set(s) of Lulav and Etrog @ $60 per set =

   bunches of Schach @ $22 per bunch =

Total Enclosed $

Return completed form with payment in the form of a check to: 
NSS Beth El, 1175 Sheridan Road, Highland Park, IL 60035. Attn: Tovah Goodman. 

Please make checks payable to NSS Beth El and return by Monday, October 10, 2016.

Sukkot is Coming!   Order Online at https://goo.gl/forms/FVY5TqUylw2SHVdA2 
Time to Order Your Schach and Lulav & Etrog
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Todah Rabbah We are grateful for the following contributions:
Rabbi Kurtz's Discretionary Fund - In honor of Eli Krumbein's special 

birthday - Skip and Lynn Schrayer

- In honor of Nancy and Maury Fertig's 
30th wedding anniversary - Earl and 
Rochelle Rubinoff

- In honor of the birth of a grandson to 
David and Judy Weiss - Karen Weiss

- In honor of the birth of Gerald and Rita 
Buckman's great grandchild - Robert and 
Maxine Greenstein

- In honor of the birth of Rabbi Vernon 
and Bryna Kurtz's granddaughter Shirel 
Batsheva Orbach 
- Lawrence and Abby Block
- Richard and Barbara Rosenfield 
- Rochelle and Earl Rubinoff
- Karen Weiss

- In honor of the birth of our granddaughter, 
Sophia Beth Gottlieb - Leon and Linda 
Gottlieb

- In honor of the marriage of Geraldine 
Kaplan's granddaughter Michelle - Karen 
Weiss

- In honor of the marriage of our son Tomer 
Konstantin and Amy Robertson and with 
appreciation to Rabbi Kurtz - Moshe and 
Shoshana Konstantin

- In memory of Abraham Leiderman, 
beloved father of Michael Leiderman - 
Harris and Sharon Goldenberg

- In memory of Alvin Levine, beloved friend - 
Donald and Lois Chudacoff

- In memory of Anna Kolender, beloved 
grandmother - Phillip and Sandra Cooper

- In memory of Ben Hofman - Otto 
Waldmann and Phyllis Hofman Waldmann

- In memory of Bernice Epstein, beloved 
mother - Samuel and Irene Shanes

- In memory of Bessie Field, beloved 
grandmother - Phillip and Sandra Cooper

- In memory of Boris Pestine, beloved 
husband of Selena Pestine and beloved father 
of Greg and Matt Pestine- Karen Weiss

- In memory of Charles Freeman, beloved 
father of Robert Freeman - Karen Weiss

- In memory of Clare and Joseph Pinkert, 
beloved mother and father - Stuart and 
Eve Pinkert

- In memory of David Coren, beloved son - 
Arthur and Judith Coren

- In memory of David Solon, beloved 
brother - Ann Siegel

- In memory of Donna Truger, beloved
mother - David and Julie Baum

- In memory of Dorothy and Benjamin 
Schneider, beloved parents - Charlotte 
Tayne Avraham

- In memory of Esther Kessel, beloved 
mother - Morton and Judy Kessel

- In memory of Eugene Stern, beloved 
brother of Harold Stern - Karen Weiss

- In memory of Frieda Rosen, beloved 
mother - Leonard and Rochelle Foxman

- In memory of Harold Chaimson, beloved 
uncle - Donald and Lois Chudacoff

- In memory of Harry Pinzur, beloved 
father - Michael and Debora Pinzur

- In memory of Harry Rubinoff, beloved 
husband - Karen Rubinoff

- In memory of Howard Lidov, beloved 
husband of Mildred Lidov - Paulette and 
Ed Margulies

- In memory of Janet DeKoven, beloved 
mother - Mona Fishbane

- In memory of Jerome Awerbuch, beloved 
step-father of Jodi Eisenstadt - Karen Weiss

- In memory of Jerome Ben-Zion Kaufman, 
beloved brother of Rachel Greenbaum - 
Karen Weiss

- In memory of Joan Sterns, beloved mother - 
Jay and Mindy Sterns

- In memory of Larry Tayne, beloved 
husband, father and grandfather - Charlotte 
Tayne Avraham

- In memory of Louis Klein, beloved father - 
Joel Klein

- In memory of Louis Sherman, beloved 
father - Adrienne Garland

- In memory of Marjorie Ross Chapman - 
Bernard and Elaine Reisin

- In memory of Max B. Faust, beloved 
father and grandfather - Annette Feller

- In memory of Mildred Rosenthal, beloved 
mother of Roberta Kwall - Karen Weiss

- In memory of Miriam Watman, beloved 
sister - Daniel Nast Jr. and Dolly Nast

- In memory of Mollie and Sam Tayne, beloved 
parents-in-laws - Charlotte Tayne Avraham

- In memory of Mollie Kaplan, beloved 
mother - Wallace and Joan Dunn

- In memory of our mother-in-law Nancy 
Rabin - David and Debbie Rabin
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Todah Rabbah

Rabbi Kurtz's Discretionary Fund 
(continued)

Rabbi Schwab's Discretionary Fund - In memory of  Donna Truger, beloved 
mother - David and Julie Baum

- In memory of Elaine Ordower, beloved 
sister - Adrian and Linda Winick

- In memory of Florence Pestine, beloved 
sister - Sheila Olshansky

- In memory of Frances Lieberman and with 
appreciation to Rabbi Schwab - Mark and 
Laura Lieberman

- In memory of Hyman B. Abrams, beloved 
father - Robert and Sharon Abrams

- In memory of J. Harry Kulakofsky, beloved 
father - Ruth Belzer

- In memory of Janet R. Abels, beloved 
mother - Roger and Ronnie Wilk

- In memory of Jean Lang, beloved mother - 
Judy and Stephen Smiley

- In memory of Leah Silverstein and 
with appreciation to Rabbi Schwab - 
Saul Silverstein

- In memory of Morris A. Vishny, beloved 
father - Bernard and Elaine Reisin

- In memory of Phyllis and Morton Froy, 
beloved mother and father - Michael and 
Lynn Froy

- In memory of Sara Hirsch, beloved mother - 
Joel and Cynthia Hirsch

- In memory of Sheila Sterns Hartnell,
beloved sister - Jay and Mindy Sterns

- In memory of Sonja Elkin, beloved mother - 
Anita Spieler

- In memory of Zev Weinberg, beloved son - 
Daniel and Audrey Weinberg

- In honor of the engagement of Marissa 
Jaclyn Gottlieb to Ariel Boyman - Leon 
and Linda Gottlieb

- In memory of Charles Freeman, beloved 
father of Robert Freeman - Robert and 
Beth Footlik

- In memory of Doris Smolen, beloved wife -
Ernest Smolen

Hazzan Tisser's Discretionary Fund - In memory of Jerome Ben-Zion Kaufman, 
beloved brother of Rachel Greenbaum - 
Robert and Beth Footlik

- With appreciation to Hazzan Tisser - 
Mark and Ilene Gross

Adolph M. and Lottye Jacobson 
Israel Scholarship Endowment Fund

- Wishing a complete and speedy recovery to 
Beth Olderman - Myrna Kopin

- In memory of Paul Lang, beloved father - 
Judy and Stephen Smiley

- In memory of Ralph J. Epstein, beloved 
father - Samuel and Irene Shanes

- In memory of Rose Feitelberg, beloved
mother - Philip and Doreen Feitelberg

- In memory of Rose Yaffe, beloved mother - 
Daniel Nast Jr. and Dolly Nast

- In memory of Ruth Sol and with appreciation 
to Rabbi Kurtz - William and Judith Siskel

- In memory of Seth Janger and with 
appreciation to Rabbi Kurtz - Richard and 
Lois Janger

- In memory of  Seth Janger, beloved son 
of Richard and Lois Janger - Gerald and 
Adrienne Lasin

- In memory of Shirley Davis Slutzky, 
beloved step-mother of Rodney Slutzky - 
Karen Weiss

- In memory of Shirley Foxman and with 
appreciation to Rabbi Kurtz - Leonard and 
Rochelle Foxman

- In memory of Sidney Weiss, beloved father - 
Karen Weiss

- In memory of Sol Bleiweis, beloved father 
of Susan Silberman - Karen Weiss

- In memory of  Trude Anschel, beloved 
mother - Pierre and Charlene Eilian

- With appreciation for all of Rabbi Kurtz's 
help - Alan and Marcia Kaplin

- With appreciation to Rabbi Kurtz - Rachel 
and Alan Russo
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Todah Rabbah We are grateful for the following contributions:
Ba'al Korei Fund - In memory of Allen Hoffman, beloved 

father of Steve Hoffman - Marla and Terry 
Grossberg and Family

- In memory of Jerome Ben-Zion Kaufman, 
beloved brother of Rachel Greenbaum - 
Howard Turner

- In memory of Seth Janger, beloved son of 
Lois and Richard Janger - Howard Turner

- With appreciation to Howard Turner for his 
gratitude and friendship - Cindy Socianu

- In memory of Seth Janger, beloved son 
of Richard and Lois Janger - Marcy and 
Kenneth Levin

- In memory of Sybil Levin, beloved sister - 
Calvin and Lana Eisenberg

Cal and Lana Eisenberg Halomdim 
Program Endowment Fund

- In memory of Yonnie Reese Levin, beloved 
nephew - Calvin and Lana Eisenberg

- In memory of Minnie Eisenberg, beloved 
mother - Calvin and Lana Eisenberg

- In honor of Fran Alpert's birthday
- Gerry Kaplan
- Paulette and Ed Margulies

- In honor of Nessia Frank's special birthday
- Joan Behrmann
- Ana Bensinger
- Abraham and Hetty De Leeuwe 
- Robert Cheifitz and Sandra Raitt
- Sarah Eisenstein
- Ruth Frank
- Shoshana Friedman  
- Barbara Greenberg  

Edward S. Frank Israel Study 
Memorial Endowment Fund

- Cheryl Hoffman
- David and Barbara Hoffman
- Donald and Joyce Joseph
- Gerry Kaplan
- Daniel Krakauer
- Darryl and Iris Lem
- David Leibowitz and Sarah Lerch 
- Frances and Joel Rabinowitz
- Myrna Scher
- Lilach and Carl Schrag
- William and Marion Stern

- In memory of Allen Diamond, beloved 
father - Dennis and Amy Pessis

- In memory of Jack M. Cohen, beloved 
father - Howard and Lois Hirschfield

- In memory of June Bleiweis, beloved
mother - Lawrence and Susan Silberman

Jack and Mildred Cohen 
Religious School Fund

- In memory of Randall Horwitz, beloved 
father - Adena Horwitz

- With appreciation to the Jack and Mildred 
Cohen Religious School - Batia Eizikovic

- In honor of the 50th anniversary of my Bar 
Mitzvah - Jeffrey and Elaine Oberlander

Camp Ramah General Scholarship 
Endowment Fund 

- In memory of Albert Leiderman, beloved 
father of Michael Leiderman - Cathy and 
Jeff Fireman

- In memory of Edward Jerome Holland, 
beloved father - Joan Holland

- In memory of Mania Glassman, beloved
mother-in-law - Joan Holland

Capital Improvement Fund - In memory of our loved ones at Yizkor - 
Larry and Ellen Goldstein

- In memory of Avraham Kahana, beloved 
father - Dov and Eileen Kahana

Continuing Education Fund 

- In honor of Eli Krumbein's 90th birthday - 
Carole Shifman and Danny Frohman

Gertrude and Morris 
Lederman Continuing Education 
Endowment Fund
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Todah Rabbah

- In honor of Eleanor and Al Boxerman's 
70th wedding anniversary - David and 
Karen Benson

- In memory of Rebecca Ellen Benson, 
beloved daughter of Karen and David 
Benson - Mort and Miriam Steinberg

Jean and Morton Bernstein Camp 
Ramah Endowment Fund 

- In memory of Irving Robbin, beloved 
father - David and Karen Benson

- In honor of  Roger Wilk's 65th anniversary 
of his Bar Mitzvah - Larry Pachter and 
Sandy Starkman

- In memory of  Bessie Brooks, beloved mother - 
Alvin Shapiro and Gloria Brooks Shapiro

Joseph and Mae Gray Cultural and 
Learning Center Fund

- In memory of Martin Weinstein, beloved 
husband - Natalie Weinstein

- In memory of Seth Janger, beloved son of 
Richard and Lois Janger - Myrna Kopin

Kopin Family Fund for Children's 
T'filot Education Endowment Fund 

- In honor of Mel and Hedy Sered's 60th 
wedding anniversary - Gerald and 
Adrienne Lasin

- In memory of Abraham Sterman, beloved 
father - Charles and Toby Schwartz

- In memory of Allen Hoffman, beloved father - 
Marlene and Seth Halpern and Family

- In memory of Betty Fink, beloved mother - 
William and Sharon Gertz

- In memory of Elizabeth Ganan, beloved 
grandmother - Earl and Rochelle Rubinoff

- In memory of Fred Hertz, beloved brother - 
Sonja Shiner

- In memory of Jerome Ben-Zion Kaufman, 
beloved brother of Rachel Greenbaum - 
Stan and Carole Derdiger

Minyan Service Fund - In memory of Louis Gertz, beloved father - 
William and Sharon Gertz

- In memory of Mel Pollack, beloved 
husband - Joyce Pollack

- In memory of Rabbi Paul Laderman, 
beloved father - Zev Laderman

- In memory of Robert Leiderman, beloved 
brother - Michael and Hermine Leiderman

- In memory of Zelda Margolis, beloved 
mother - Keith and Cheryl Weitzman

- In memory of Allen Janger, beloved 
brother of Richard Janger - Russell and 
Karen Whittman

- In memory of Seth Janger, beloved son of 
Richard and Lois Janger
- Robert and Lorraine Albanesi
- Elise and Ira Frost
- Harris and Sharon Goldenberg

Janger Family Havurot 
Endowment Fund

- Robert and Maxine Greenstein
- Edward and Paulette Margulies
- Lisa and Jeff Rosenkranz
- Marvin and Sara Siegel
- Marianne Taussig
- Russell and Karen Whittman
- David Rosen and Amy Zisook

- In memory of David Stein - Herman Wexler

- In memory of Dorothy Frankel Wexler, 
beloved wife - Herman Wexler

- In memory of Eva Glasser, beloved 
mother-in-law - Nissah Mattenson

- In memory of Harry and Ida Pock, 
beloved parents - Dr. Arnold Pock

Maxwell Abbell Library Fund - In memory of Merle Mattenson, beloved 
husband - Nissah Mattenson

- In memory of Vellie Mesch, beloved 
mother - Nissah Mattenson
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Todah Rabbah We are grateful for the following contributions:
Music Concert Fund - With appreciation

- Andrew and Gail Brown
- Herbert Lippitz and Fran Scully

Prayer Book Fund - In honor of  Dr. Larry Weiner on his 75th 
birthday - Larry Pachter, Sandy Starkman, 
Uri, Hollen and Avram

- In honor of Eli Krumbein's 90th birthday - 
Marvin and Sara Siegel

- In memory of Richard Mann, beloved 
friend - Marvin and Sara Siegel

- Wishing a complete and speedy recovery to 
Harvey Jacobson - Marvin and Sara Siegel

Music Fund - In honor of Aaron Small's engagement to 
Arielle - Lawrence and Abby Block

- In honor of the marriage of Arnold and 
Hilda Reingold's granddaughter Caren to 
Brian Sonken - Lawrence and Abby Block

- In memory of Leah Silverstein, beloved
wife, mother and grandmother - Lawrence 
and Abby Block

NSSBE Special Gifts Fund - In memory of Bernard Rosenberg, beloved 
father - Michael S. and Carol Rosenberg

- In memory of Dr. Arnold S. Goldstein, 
beloved husband - Karyn Goldstein

- In memory of Marjorie G. Weinberg - 
David and Lynne Weinberg

- In memory of Martie Graham, beloved 
father - H. Steven and Deborah Graham

- In memory of Raymond Mesirow, beloved 
father - David and Lynne Weinberg

- In memory of Rose Greenberg, beloved
mother of Allan Greenberg - Lisa and 
Jeff Rosenkranz

- In memory of Shirley Davis Slutzky, 
beloved step-mother of Rodney Slutzky - 
Robert and Marla Ferencz

- In memory of Edward Rubin, beloved 
father - David and Donna Rubin

- In memory of Jerome Ben-Zion Kaufman, 
beloved brother of Rachel Greenbaum - 
David and Rae Smerling

- With appreciation to NSS Beth El - Batia 
Eizikovic

Pushke/Tzedakah Fund - In memory of Regina Kupferschmidt, 
beloved mother-in-law of Georgann 
Humphrey - Janet and Walter Swartz

- In memory of Samuel Kurchitzer, beloved 
father - Bob and Millie Weber

Ritual Refurbishment 
Endowment Fund

- In memory of Jacob A. Blumberg, beloved 
grandfather - Jack and Barbara Blumberg

- In memory of Samuel D. Levenson, beloved
brother - Jack and Barbara Blumberg

- In memory of Seth Janger, beloved son 
of Richard and Lois Janger - Jack and 
Barbara Blumberg

Sarah and Henry Stiebel Schechter 
Endowment Fund

- In honor of Nissah Mattenson's special 
birthday - Larry Pachter and Sandy Starkman

- In memory of Thelma Yore, beloved mother - 
Mayer Stiebel and Cara Madansky-Stiebel

Youth Community Fund - In honor of  Kevin and Tammy Rosner for 
hosting our son during USY on Wheels - 
Naomi and Steve Brunnelehman

- In memory of Nancy Rabin, beloved 
mother of David Rabin - Dr. David and 
Rabbi Ora Schnitzer
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 Rosh Hodesh Heshvan
7:00am Morning Minyan

2 Rosh Hodesh Heshvan
7:00am Morning Minyan
9:30am Writer's Beit Midrash
5:00pm Kol Ami Museum 
Reception and Exhibit 
Opening Event

3
7:45pm Executive 
Committee Meeting

4 
Pre-School Book Fair Starts
10:00am Bubbie & Zaddie 
Pre-School Shabbat Event
5:21pm Candle Lighting
6:15pm Kabbalat Shabbat
7:00pm Day School Shabbat 
Dinner

5 
8:50am Shabbat Services 
Bar Mitzvah - Marcus Kamen
10:00am Vav Family Service
5:15pm Mincha /Ma'ariv
6:26pm Shabbat Ends
7:30pm Israeli Film Festival 
at the ArcLight Cinemas

6 
2:00am Daylight Savings 
Time Ends 
9:00am Men's Club 
Keeper of the Flame
1:15pm Torah Fund Book 
Club Luncheon with Kadima
4:00pm BJE Event

7
7:45pm Board of Education 
Committee Meeting 

8  9 
9:15am Sisterhood Breakfast 
with Rabbi Schwab

10 11 Veterans Day
CHUSYfest
4:14pm Candle Lighting 
6:15pm Kabbalat Shabbat
7:00pm USCJ Scholar 
Congregational Shabbat 
Dinner

12  
CHUSYfest
8:50am Shabbat Services 
Bar Mitzvah - Eli Greenstein
10:00am Vav Family Service
12:30pm Post Kiddush 
Lecture - USCJ Scholar
4:00pm Mincha /Ma'ariv 
5:19pm Shabbat Ends

13
CHUSYfest
Sisterhood Gift Shop Sale
Volunteer at Uptown Café
9:45am Men's Club Bagels 
for Your Brains

14
Sisterhood Gift Shop Sale
7:00pm US Holocaust 
Museum Event

15
Sisterhood Gift Shop Sale
Winter Coat and Hanukkah 
Toy Drive Starts
7:00pm Jews & Jams 
Grades 6-12

16 
9:30am Writer's Beit Midrash
7:00pm Hartman Institute 
Class

17 
2:00pm Afternoon @ the 
Movies
7:45pm Board of Directors 
Meeting

18
4:07pm Candle Lighting
6:15pm Kabbalat Shabbat

19 
8:50am Shabbat Services
Bar Mitzvah - Daniel 
Grafman
10:00am Vav Family Service
4:00pm Mincha /Ma'ariv 
5:12pm Shabbat Ends

20
Men's Club Lox Box 
Deliveries
10:00am Social Action 
Thanksgiving Mitzvah 
Project

21
 8:00pm Continuing 
Education Committee Mtg
8:00pm Ritual Committee 
Meeting

22 23
8:00pm Youth Community 
Turkey Dance

24 Thanksgiving
8:45am Morning Minyan
7:30pm Evening Minyan

25
4:03pm Candle Lighting
6:15pm Kabbalat Shabbat

26  
8:50am Shabbat Services 
4:00pm Mincha /Ma'ariv
5:08pm Shabbat Ends

27 28
 8:00pm Cultural and
Learning Center 
Committee Meeting 

29
7:00pm Ba'al Korei Institute 
Committee Meeting

30
9:30am Writer's Beit Midrash

Dec 1 Rosh Hodesh
          Kislev
7:00am Morning Minyan  

Dec 2 
4:00pm Candle Lighting
6:15pm Kabbalat Shabbat

Dec 3 
8:50am Shabbat Services 
Bar Mitzvah – Benjamin 
Ephraim
10:00am Vav Family Service
12:30pm Sisterhood Torah 
Fund Book
4:00pm Mincha /Ma'ariv 
5:05pm Shabbat Ends

November 2016 Events Calendar

Vernon Kurtz, Rabbi 
vkurtz@nssbethel.org

Michael Schwab, Rabbi 
mschwab@nssbethel.org

Benjamin A. Tisser, Hazzan 
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Mark Stadler, Ritual Director 
mstadler@nssbethel.org

Jeffrey T. Baden, Executive Director 
jbaden@nssbethel.org

Dr. Alicia Gejman, Director of Formal Education 
agejman@nssbethel.org

Karee Bilsky, Pre-School Director 
kbilsky@nssbethel.org

Ali Drumm, Director of Informal Education
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Rachel Kamin, Director of the Cultural and Learning Center
rkamin@nssbethel.org

Nancy Kleine Kekst, Director of Development and Communication
nkekst@nssbethel.org

Tovah Goodman, Youth Community Director
tgoodman@nssbethel.org

Avram Pachter, Director of Hospitality 
apachter@nssbethel.org

NSSBE Staff



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

North Suburban Synagogue Beth El
1175 Sheridan Road
Highland Park, IL 60035

Address Service Requested

Non Profit Org.
US Postage
PAID
Highland Park, IL
Permit No. 96

October 2016 Events Calendar

 
1
8:50am Shabbat Services
Bat Mitzvah - Stephanie 
Kallish 
6:15pm Mincha /Ma'ariv 
7:20pm Shabbat Ends

2 Erev Rosh Hashana
8:45am Morning Minyan
6:00pm Mincha/Ma'ariv
6:11pm Candle Lighting

3 Rosh Hashana 1st Day
8:15am Shacharit Service
9:15am Pre-School Family 
Service
10:15am Children's Services
5:45pm Tashlich Service 
led by Teen Minyan
6:15pm Mincha/Ma'ariv
7:16pm Candle Lighting

4 Rosh Hashana 2nd Day
8:15am Shacharit Service
9:15am Family Service
10:15am Children's Services
6:15pm Mincha/Ma'ariv
7:15pm Yom Tov Ends

5 
9:30am Writer's Beit Midrash

6    7
6:03pm Candle Lighting 
6:15pm Kabbalat Shabbat

8
8:50am Shabbat Services
12:30pm Post Kiddush 
Lecture - Dr. Josh Kulp
5:45pm Mincha /Ma'ariv 
6:00pm USY Dessert Hop
7:08pm Shabbat Ends

9
M&M Welcome Back

10 Columbus Day  
8:00pm Ba'al Korei 
Committee Meeting

11 Kol Nidre/
   Erev Yom Kippur
5:30pm Mincha Service
5:45pm Kol Nidre Service
5:56pm Candle Lighting

12 Yom Kippur
9:00am Shacharit Service
9:45am Pre-School Family 
Service
10:45am Children's Services
4:30pm Mincha Service
5:45pm Neilah Service
5:45pm Pre-School Family 
Service 
7:01pm Yom Kippur Ends 

13  14 
5:51pm Candle Lighting 
6:15pm Kabbalat Shabbat

15
8:50am Shabbat Services
Bar Mitzvah - Bradley 
Kaufman 
5:45pm Mincha /Ma'ariv 
6:56pm Shabbat Ends 
7:00pm Smoothies in the 
Sukkah Grades 6-12

16 Erev Sukkot
9:00am Schach Pick Up 
and Youth Car Wash
9:15am Walk It Off with 
Sisterhood 
9:30am Men's Club Bagels 
for Your Brains
5:45pm Mincha/Ma'ariv
5:48pm Candle Lighting

17 Sukkot 1st Day
8:50am Festival Services
10:30am Sukkot Pray and 
Play
12:30pm Sukkah Walk
5:45pm Mincha/Ma'ariv
6:54pm Candle Lighting

18 Sukkot 2nd Day
8:50am Festival Services
5:45pm Mincha/Ma'ariv
6:53pm Yom Tov Ends

19
9:30am Writer's Beit Midrash
6:30pm BEANS' Got Talent 

20
4:00pm Pre-School Sukkot 
Pizza Dinner
6:00pm Men's Club Night 
in the Sukkah

21
5:40pm Candle Lighting 
6:15pm Kabbalat Shabbat

22
8:50am Shabbat Services
Bar Mitzvah- Nathaniel 
Dishner
Bat Mitzvah- Rebecca 
Halfin
12:30pm Sisterhood Torah 
Fund Book Club
5:30pm Mincha /Ma'ariv
6:45pm Shabbat Ends

23 Erev Shemini Atzeret
        Hoshana Rabbah
5:38pm Candle Lighting 
5:45pm Mincha/Ma'ariv

24 Shemini Atzeret 
6:30am Early Morning Service
8:50am Festival Service 
5:45pm Mincha/Ma'ariv 
6:30pm Young Family Service
6:43pm Candle Lighting 
7:00pm Family Hakafot 
9:00pm Ice Cream Social

25 Simchat Torah 
8:50am Festival Serivce 
10:00am Hakafot 
10:30am Simchat Torah 
Pray and Play
5:45pm Mincha/Ma'ariv 
6:42pm Yom Tov Ends

26 27
11:00am Sisterhood Cozy 
Up with Fall Flavors 

28
5:30pm Candle Lighting 
6:15pm Kabbalat Shabbat

29
8:50am Shabbat Services
Bat Mitzvah - Julia Tenner 
5:15pm Mincha /Ma'ariv 
6:35pm Shabbat Ends

30
10:00am Men's Club Bagels 
for Your Brains Political Forum
11:00am Men's Club Board 
Meeting
7:45pm AIPAC with Rabbi 
Donniel Hartman

31 Every Shabbat
10:30am Junior Congregation 
Services for students in 2nd–6th grade 

10:45am B'Yachad Family Service
Services for families with  
children 1st grade and younger


