
Hanukkahקצת
Service Times

חנוכה
שמח!

Tuesday, December 16
Erev Hanukkah
First Hanukkah Candle
Morning Minyan: 7:15am
Evening Minyan: 7:30pm

Wednesday, December 17
First Day Hanukkah
Second Hanukkah Candle
Morning Minyan: 7:00am
Evening Minyan: 7:30pm

Thursday, December 18
Third Hanukkah Candle
Morning Minyan: 7:00am
Evening Minyan: 7:30pm

Friday, December 19
Fourth Hanukkah Candle
Morning Minyan: 7:00am
Candle Lighting:  4:01pm
Kabbalat Shabbat: 6:15pm

Saturday, December 20
Shabbat Hanukkah
Fifth Hanukkah Candle
Shabbat Service: 8:50am
Micha/Ma’ariv: 4:00pm
Shabbat Ends: 5:06pm

Sunday, December 21
Sixth Hanukkah Candle
Morning Minyan: 8:45am
Evening Minyan: 7:30pm

Monday, December 22
Rosh Hodesh Tevet
Seventh Hanukkah Candle
Morning Minyan: 7:00am
Evening Minyan: 7:30pm

Tuesday, December 23
Rosh Hodesh Tevet
Eighth Hanukkah Candle
Morning Minyan: 7:00am
Evening Minyan: 7:30pm

Wednesday, December 24
Eighth Day of Hanukkah
Morning Minyan: 7:00am
Evening Minyan: 7:30pm

Afternoon @ the Movies  
Tuesday, December 16; 2:00pm

The Hazak Senior Life Committee 
and the Gray Cultural & Learning 
Center present an Afternoon @ 
the Movies featuring Wagner & 
Me with German Historian Anette 
Isaacs exploring how the music 
and legacy of Richard Wagner is 
received in her native country 
today. Open to the community, 
free of charge. Movie snacks will 
be served. Please RSVP to Marcie 
Eskin at meskin@nssbethel.org or 
847-432-8900 x234. 

December 2014Kol Beth El

Matthew Crasko, son of
Sandra and David Crasko 
Shabbat, December 13

Ilana Greenstein, daughter of
Drs. Rana Rozenfeld and 
Shane Greenstein 
Shabbat, December 6

B'nai Mitzvah Congratulations!

Don't forget to make your end of the year donations to NSSBE. 
All donations received by December 31, 2014 will be included 
in your year-end tax receipt from the synagogue which will 
be mailed in January. If you have any questions about gifts to 
NSSBE, please contact Nancy Kekst, Development Manager, at 
847-432-8900 x 262 or email nkekst@nssbethel.org.

Do you work for a company that has a matching gift program? 
Inquire if our organization qualifies for a matching gift and we 
will help you with the paperwork.

Year End Giving at Congregation  
North Suburban Synagogue Beth El!

The Beth El Sisterhood and the Gray Cultural & Learning 
Center present "The Art of the Tallit." Robert Kleinman will 
share the history of the unique art of weaving a tallit, the tallit 
as a ritual object, and the personal history of his Jerusalem 
studio, which wove NSS Beth El's Parochet (Ark Cover) as well 
as many of our Torah covers. Enjoy complimentary wine and 
refreshments. For more information or to RSVP, contact Sulie 
Holt at 847-558-3389 or suliekaroholt@gmail.com.

"The Art of the Tallit" 
Thursday, December 4; 7:00pm



Cooking for Hanukkah, Great Starts & Finishes!
with Chef Laura Frankel at the home of Dena Cooperman
Wednesday, December 3; Noon–2:00pm
Chef Laura Frankel will teach us how to cook appetizers, a festive entrée and 
desserts for the holiday. $18 for Sisterhood members; $25 for non-members. 
Please RSVP by sending your check, payable to NS Beth El Sisterhood, to Dena 
Cooperman, 420 Lakeside Place, HP.  Questions call Dena at 847-266-1218 or 
denarscooperman@yahoo.com. 

Hanukkah Mania Returns to the Sisterhood Gift Shop 
Your Sisterhood Gift Shop is ready to help you find that perfect Hanukkah 
gift for family, teachers, and friends. And, we'll make shopping fun - Spin 
the dreidel at checkout for a chance to win a discount of up to 20% on 
non-Hanukkah purchases totaling $25 or more. Spend $25 or more in 
total purchases on Hanukkah merchandise and receive a 15%  discount 
(excludes sterling, tefillin, books and parchment) 20% off select electrical 
menorahs. Come Browse, Come Shop. Come Save. 

Extended Shopping Hours in December
Monday, December 1 through Tuesday, December 16

Sundays: 8:30am – 1:00pm.  
Monday through Thursday: 9:00am – Noon 

We thank you for shopping with us. Your purchases help support Sisterhood's 
ongoing gifts to NSS Beth El Religious Schools.
 

There's Still Time to Join Sisterhood 
Last summer, Sisterhood stopped sending out its own bills and became a 
part of your NSS Beth El invoice, listed among the "voluntary" items at the 
bottom of your statement. If your invoice excludes "voluntaries," you may 
have forgotten to rejoin Sisterhood this year. Or if you pay your invoice in 
installments over the course of the year, your Sisterhood dues will probably 
not be collected until your final payment is made. We must provide Women's 
League for Conservative Judaism, our national organization, with our 
membership headcount by December 31 of each year, followed up with a 
payment of per capita dues. Therefore, we urge you all to please send in 
your dues as soon as possible. Dues are $36 (although women aged 65 and 
above may opt to pay only $25). Please make your check payable to NS Beth 
El Sisterhood and either mail it to Karen Weiss, 1688 Green Bay Road, Unit 
103, Highland Park, IL  60035 or place it in the Sisterhood mail drawer in the 
synagogue office in an envelope marked to Karen's attention. If you pay by 
check but see Sisterhood dues on your next synagogue statement, be sure to 
let Vicky Kaplan (Beth El's bookkeeper; 847-432-8900 or vkaplan@nssbethel.
org) know that the line item should be deleted. If you prefer to pay Sisterhood 
dues via credit card, please contact Vicky and ask her to put through 
the charge right away. Please know that your membership in Sisterhood 
truly matters. By joining Sisterhood you are supporting the entire Beth El 
community. If you have questions about your membership status, please 
contact Karen Weiss at 847-432-3818 or kweiss@keshet.org.

Sisterhood Gray Cultural & Learning Center
Writer's Beit Midrash
Wednesday, December 3 and December 17; 9:30–11:00am
The NSS Beth El Writer's Beit Midrash continues to 
meet every other Wednesday morning in the Maxwell 
Abbell Library. All fiction, non-fiction, poetry, memoir, 
and essay writers (published or not yet published) are 
welcome for discussions, exercises, camaraderie, and 
critique. Contact Rachel Kamin at rkamin@nssbethel.
org or 847-432-8900x242 for more information.

Sisterhood Torah Fund Book Club 
Saturday, December 6; 12:30pm
As part of the Spertus "One Book, One Community" 
program, the Sisterhood Torah Fund Book Club will 
discuss The Family: Three Journeys into the Heart of 
the Twentieth Century by David Laskin, after Shabbat 
Kiddush, facilitated by Rachel Kamin. New members 
welcome! Copies of the book are available in the Abbell 
Library and from local libraries and bookstores. Contact 
Rachel Kamin at rkamin@nssbethel.org or 847-432-8900 
x242 for the complete book club calendar. A $36 annual 
donation to the Torah Fund Campaign is requested.

Annual Used Book Sale
Donations are now being accepted for the Annual Used 
Book Sale, January 23–February 1, 2015. Bring in gently 
used books (secular and Judaic, adult and children's) 
to the Kaye Reading Room of the Gray Cultural and 
Learning Center. Proceeds from the Used Book Sale 
are used to purchase new materials for the Maxwell 
Abbell Library and the Pinsof Children's Reading Room.  
Receipts are available in the CLC.

Registration is now underway at the Paul S. and Sylvia 
Steinberg Pre-School for the 2015–2016 school year 
and for our 8 week summer camp for infants through 4 
year olds. We have classes for infants through toddlers 
with an adult called “Small and Tall.” Pre-School begins 
with Parent/Toddler and Transition classes for children 
17 months old and continues through 4 year old Pre-
Kindergarten. For information and to arrange a tour, 
please contact our Director, Caron Knopoff at the Pre-
School office 847-432-2830.   

Hanukkah is a joyous holiday for our Pre-schoolers. 
We will be celebrating together, learning the prayers, 
singing, dancing, cooking, spinning the dreidel and eating 
Hanukkah latkes. On December 17th, 18th and 19th we 
invite families to light the Hanukkia and sing songs with 
us in the Grossinger Brickman Activity Center at 11:15am. 

Terrific Tuesday continues on Tuesdays January 6th, 
February 3rd, March 3rd, April 14th, and May 5th. We 
will invite you and your Pre-Schooler to Open Gym and 
Activities in the Grossinger Brickman Activity Center 
from 3:30pm to 4:30pm. Our teachers read a story to 
culminate the day. 

Paul S. and Sylvia Steinberg Pre-School

The Honorable Nancy Rotering, Mayor of Highland Park
Tuesday, December 9, 12:30pm   

Join us for an informal talk with the Mayor of our community. Find out  
what's new in Highland Park, what the City learned from last winter's polar 

vortex and how they are preparing for this winter. RSVP to Allyson Rose 
at 847-433-3388 or email allysonfrose@me.com.



Rock 'N' Bowl 
Thursday, December 11 - 7:00pm at The Alley in Highwood
Co-sponsored Men's Club and Sisterhood event for members 
and non-members at 'The Alley" in Highwood. Cost is $20 for 
Men's Club and Sisterhood members and $25 for non-members. 
Includes Kosher pizza and snacks, 1 drink ticket for draft beer or 
sodas, 2 games of bowling and shoe rental, live music from the 
house band and also an open mic for everyone to get up on stage. 
Cash bar will be open all night. Please RSVP to Michael Ezgur at 
michael@acostaezgur.com.

Hearing Men's Voices 
Monday, December 8 – 8:00pm
Free to men in the community but space is limited. Join us as 
we discuss Real Life Issues for Men around the topic of Health, 
Wellness, and Balance in the 21st Century – Men's Priorities and 
Practices – keeping them in check. Please contact Barry Kravitz 
at barry.kravitz@hdrinc.com or call 847-432-0350 to RSVP and 
for location of event.

Save the Date!
Men's Club Weekend January 17–19 featuring a Friday Night 
Congregational Family Dinner, and on Saturday the Men's Club 
Shabbat Services followed by a Family Deli Lunch. Come join us!

Men's Club

Upcoming Programs and Events!

Kol No'ar – The Voice of the Youth

Shalom Club
Wednesday, December 17
Family Hanukkah Night from 6:00–7:30pm. Come celebrate 
Hanukkah with Shalom Club. Dinner, Latkes, and Activities!  
$10 per child. Please RSVP to Sam Isenstein, Youth Community 
Director, sisenstein@nssbethel.org or 847-432-2040. 

USY
Tuesday, December 9
Board Meeting at 7:00pm.

Wednesday, December 10
Regional Lounge Night. 7:00pm at BTUSY (B'nai Tikvah)

Thursday, December 18
Hanukkah SATO Potato Party at 7:00pm in the Youth Lounge. 
Celebrate Hanukkah with USY and see your friends before winter 
break or before they leave for IC!

Paul S. and Sylvia Steinberg Pre-School

Congratulations to our member Rabbi Jordan Bendat-Appell, 
founder and director of the Center for Jewish Mindfulness 
in Chicago and program director for the Institute for Jewish 
Spirituality in New York, who is one of five young Jewish educators 
to receive this year's Covenant Foundation Pomegranate Prize.



Save the Date for Our Annual 
"Fun-Raising" Event!
Saturday, March 7, 2015

Purim Music  
and Merriment

 

Watch your mail for our invitation and ad book forms....and please donate to our silent auction. 

North Suburban Synagogue Beth El
1175 Sheridan Road
Highland Park, IL 60035
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It's All in the Beth El Family....

- June Back Frydman on the loss of her husband, Morris Frydman
- Leslie Glazer on the loss of her mother, Mae Levin
- Ellen Goldstein on the loss of her father, Henry Weinberg
- Milton Greenfield on the loss of his brother, Irving Greenfield

- Beth Grey on the loss of her father, Ralph Eiseman
- Charles Spungen on the loss of his mother, Norma Spungen
- Charles Spungen on the loss of his father, Kenneth Spungen
- Cheryl Weitzman on the loss of her father, Marvin Margolis

Condolences To

- Nancy and Richard Becker on the birth of their granddaughter, Willemina "Minnie"
- Joan and William Brodsky on the birth of their granddaughter, Rebekah Ann
- Rita and Gerry Buckman on the birth of their great-granddaughter, Daria
- Debbie and Rabbi Charles Dobrusin on the birth of their grandson, Eytan Goldenberg
- Melinda and Matthew Dunn on the birth of their daughter, Sadie Rachel
- Nami and David Goldenberg on the birth of their son, Eytan
- Renee and Eugene Goldfarb on the birth of their granddaughter, Toby Esther Goldfarb
- Rachel and Neil Greenbaum on the birth of their grandson, Dylan Micah

- Judy and Morton Kessel on the birth of their granddaughter, Shay Kessel
- Beth and Jeffrey Kopin on the birth of their granddaughter, Aviva Orly Kopin
- Mryna Kopin on the birth of her great-granddaughter, Aviva Orly Kopin
- Linda and Jerry Lebovitz on the birth of their granddaughter, Madeline Harper
- Linda and Fred Rosenberg on the birth of their granddaughter, Emily Vera Rosenberg
- Betty and Irving Rozenfeld on the birth of their great-grandson, Eytan Goldenberg
- Fay Zelman on the birth of her great-granddaughter, Madeline Harper

Congratulations To

- Morris Frydman

In Memoriam

Men's Club Hanukkah Lox Box Deliveries 
Get a great Hanukkah themed lox box delivered 
from the Men's Club in December before Hanukkah

Our Lox Boxes will be filled with breakfast that serves 
4-6 people including: bagels, cream cheese, lox, tomato, 
fruit, juice, dessert, trimmings, some Hanukkah surprises, 
and other goodies. Deliveries** will take place on Sunday, 
December 7. All net proceeds go to the Synagogue.

First and Last Name: 
 
Address: 

Phone: 
 
Email:
 
Pickup at the Synagogue •  Delivery** •

**On December 7 in the morning. Local deliveries are free. If you 
need a delivery more than 15 miles away from Highland Park or into 
Chicago, check in with us at NSSBethelMensClub@gmail.com to 
determine delivery eligibility.

Send this completed form with $33 to:  
NSS Beth El Men's Club 
1175 Sheridan Road, Highland Park, IL 60035 
 
Please make checks payable to NSS Beth El Men's Club.  
Any Questions? Email NSSBethelMensClub@gmail.com.


