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Mission Statement

We are a congregation of families and individuals
who come together to pray, to study, and to create
a warm and welcoming community. We seek to
preserve and enhance our People's traditions
within the context of Conservative Judaism. We
aspire to strengthen our Jewish identity to meet
the challenges of a changing environment. We
endeavor to provide resources to help us relate

to God, understand the ways of God and enrich
the Jewish content of our lives. We encourage
our members to serve worthwhile causes within
our Congregation and the wider Jewish and world
communities. We are committed to support Israel.
We educate our children so they commit to the
cultural, spiritual, and ethical values of our People.
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For more information, Calendar

of Events, Rabbis' sermons, and

for Emergency School Closings be
sure to check our website at www.
nssbethel.org or call 847-432-8900.

From the Desk
of Rabbi Schwab »

North Suburban
Synagogue

BethEl

5% 773 noIo M3

We are the People of the Book:
A Value that Still Unites American Jews

While there has been much ink (virtual and actual) spilled over

the Pew Survey of American Judaism, mostly in lamenting the lack

of involvement of American Jews in religious institutions, I want to
highlight a couple of positive aspects the survey revealed upon which

I hope we can build. For, while there is no doubt that the news is
challenging, the only constuructive response is to figure out how we
can move forward in the most effective way. First and foremost, it is
extremely significant to note that 94% of American Jews are proud

of their Jewish identity and have a positive attitude towards their
Jewishness. So while it is abundantly clear that we have a great deal of
work to do in order to think about how to engage the American Jewish
population with our institutions, such an initiative is far from doomed.
This statistic tells us that Jews are not shying away from their Jewish
identity and that further, all things being equal, they are happy “to do
Jewish”. The positive predisposition is there; the job of Jewish leadership
and our core constituency is to use our limited resources and influence
wisely to find the most effective ways to engage our fellow American
Jews. Once again, this is no small task, but with such a prevailing
positive attitude it is far from impossible to make significant progress.

The second positive aspect buried in the survey is a little less obvious.

About half of American Jews felt that being thoughtful, or “intellectually
curious”, was a core part of being Jewish. This was the fourth highest
characteristic participants identified as connected to the core of what it
means to be a Jew. While not expressed in particularly Jewish terms, I
think this sentiment is right on and bodes well for younger generations
finding meaning in classic Jewish text and practice. Rabbinic Judaism
has expressed, in a plethora of ways, the sacred importance of study,
education, intellectual curiosity and thoughtfulness, throughout Jewish
history. Through phrases like 7almud Torah Keneged Kulam, loosely:
“the study of Torah is the most important mitzvah”. Or through the
conclusion of the Sages that “study is more important than action
because it leads to action”, we learn that the rabbis always believed

that study, education and intellectual engagement are the primary
factors that shape the essential values that inform our daily behaviors.
All one has to do is peruse through the copious volumes of Rabbinic
writings to see this premium placed on intellectual curiosity, debate
and thoughtfulness. One amazing illustration of this is that when Resh
Lakish, the study partner of the great sage Rabbi Yehoshua, died, the
other rabbis of the academy appointed a replacement. This replacement
gave numerous proofs to every statement made by Rabbi Yehoshua.
Instead of being pleased by this, he became angered and replied, “You
are no Resh Lakish! He used to propose countless objections to my
opinions (in the pursuit of truth) and all you do is tell me why [ am
right!” Clearly a core belief of Judaism is to pursue truth through
intellectual curiosity, engagement and study.

(continued on page 2)

January - February 2014/ Tevet-Adar | 5774



€ From the Desk of Rabbi Schwab

We are the People of the Book: A Value that Still
Unites American Jews (continued from page 1)

Plus, through the observance of the commandments the rabbis
insist upon thoughtfulness and intellectual awareness concerning
every action we take, every choice we make and every aspect of our
lives. This perhaps is best illustrated by the concept and institution
of berachot, blessings. Our tradition requires that we say blessings
over each sacred action of our day, connecting our daily enterprises,
as well as our great life-cycle events, to the story of our people and
the presence of God. We are the “People of the Book”, a people
who believes in looking at the world thoughtfully and deeply. If we,
as Jews, continue to produce a community that shares this value
and passes it on, we also continue to pass down one of the greatest
gifts of our tradition — a gift that has allowed us to be successful,
as well as positive influence, within each community that we have
lived. Further, in relation to the Pew study and Jewish engagement,
I believe that if this aspect of Judaism remains important to our
people, the textual tradition of Judaism, which reinforces this value,
will continue to resonate with our people and give us a perennial
avenue to reach out to them. Through our texts, and through
learning, traditional Judaism will always have a chance to remain
relevant for generations to come, as it has in the past, helping to

Shabbat Schedule

Monday through Friday

Mornings, 7:15am Parashat Bo

Sunday through Thursday
Evenings, 7:30 pm

Sunday and Legal Holiday .
Motnings, 8:45am Shabbat Shirah
Rosh Hodesh
Mornings, 7:00am

JANUARY

Services are conducted by:

Shabbat, January 4

Torah: Exodus 10:1-13:16
Haftarah: Jeremiah 46:13—28

Shabbat, January 11
Parashat B'shallah

Torah: Exodus 13:17—17:16
Haftarah: Judges 4:4-5:31

Shabbat, January 18

carry us through thick and thin. Judaism is indeed rich, meaningful,
deep and relevant. And a thoughtful people will recognize this if we
can only find ways to demonstrate it to them.

In that vein I encourage each of you to participate in the many
incredible educational events coming up in the next two months.
We are so fortunate that such opportunities are so readily available
to our community. First, the Winter Semester of the NSS Beth
El Lederman Continuing Education program begins this month.
Please check out the synagogue website (www.nssbethel.org),
pay attention to the synagogue e-mails or call the synagogue for
further information. In addition, the Jewish Theological Seminary
is producing a “Jewish University for a Day”, bringing incredible
scholars from New York and the great local Universities together
on January 26th. This unique learning event will take place in
Northbrook at the Solomon Schechter Day School. Check out the
website for all of the details: www.jtsa.edu/judchicago. Plus don't
forget the annual Northshore Kallah community learning series
with Spertus that will take place the first three weeks of February.
Looking forward to studying with you!

See calendar for times.

Shabbat, February 1

Rosh Hodesh Adar |
Parashat T'rumah

Torah: Exodus 25:1-27:19
Maftir: Numbers 28:9-15
Haftarah: Isaiah 66:1-24

Shabbat, February 8
Parashat T'tzavveh

Torah: Exodus 27:20—30:10
Haftarah: Ezekiel 43:10—27

FEBRUARY

Rabbi Vernon H. Kurtz,
Rabbi Michael Schwab,
Hazzan Larry B. Goller

DAILY SERVICE

11:00am Every Shabbat

B'yachad Family Service
Services for families with
children 2nd grade and younger

Junior Congregation
Services for students in 3" - 5% grade

y

Parashat Yitro
Torah: Exdous 18:1-20:22
Haftarah: Isaiah 6:1-7:6; 9:5—6

Shabbat, January 25

Birkat HaHodesh

Parashat Mishpatim

Torah: Exodus 21:1-24:18

Haftarah: Jeremiah 34:8—22; 33:25—26

Shabbat, February 15
Parashat Ki Tissa

Torah: Exodus 30:11—34:35
Haftarah: I Kings 18:1-39

Shabbat, February 22
Parashat Va-yakhel

Torah: Exodus 35:1-38:20
Haftarah: I Kings 7:40-50
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€ President's COrner s Lis Rosentrans

The Pew Research Center's “A Portrait of Jewish Americans” was
recently released and the headlines aren't good. Intermarriage has
climbed to 58% among recently married Jews. Only 59% are raising
their children as Jews “by religion” and, even more disconcerting,
only 47% are giving their children a Jewish education. 30% of Jews
consider themselves to have no denomination and only 18% identify
as conservative Jews. This compares to 26% 10 years ago and 38%
20 years ago. Not very encouraging statistics.

I do not pretend to be scholarly enough to opine on these facts,
to explain the root causes or identify the most effective solutions.
However, I can give you my opinion on what this means for NSS
Beth El Synagogue.

In Daniel Gordis' article, Requiem for a Movement, which
appeared in the Jewish Review, he argues that part of the
Conservative Movement's response to prior research which showed
this same trend, was to lower expectations. He argues this did
nothing to attract more people to Jewish life, rather it resulted in less
commitment and engagement.

Of course our Rabbis and educators walk this tightrope every
single day. There is pressure to change and constant debates as to
how much to respond to the pressures of a changing world (think
number of days of Hebrew School, bar mitzvah standards, etc). How
do we balance the risk of losing congregants with the risk of losing
who we are as a Conservative synagogue? I don't know the answers
but I do believe that the discussion is healthy. I also believe that

You are cordially invited to an exclusive AIPAC event

knowing who we are and maintaining our standards as a onservative
Congregation have enabled us to maintain our strength when many
other synagogues have struggled. So maybe it is not the what that we
should focus on, but the how.

Ron Wolfson, the Fingergut Professor of Education at American
Jewish University in Los Angeles and the co-president of Synagogue
3000, has generated a lot of discussion with his new book, Relational
Judaism. In it he argues that the key to strong congregations is creating
strong connections with each other. Strong programming is wonderful,
but it is not sufficient. If we are not truly making connections as a
result of that programming, then we are not succeeding.

The Executive Committee and the Board of Directors have
started to engage in this conversation. We do so many things well —
our schools, adult education, social action, ritual and more. If we get
people in the door, through whatever door they enter, can we help
them feel such a part of our community that they want to try other
doors? Can we make them feel more welcomed and connected than
when they first walked in?

If you are an involved, connected congregant, I hope you will
join the leadership in working to reach out to all congregants and
make a connection. If you are a congregant hoping to find a stronger
connection, I hope you will notice these efforts and perhaps reach
out yourself to connect to our wonderful community. This is a
special place and I hope we can help each and every congregant feel
welcomed here.

The History and Future of African American Support
for Israel: A Commemoration of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.

Tuesday, January 21, 2014

North Suburban Synagogue Beth El ¢ 1175 Sheridan Road, Highland Park

A Discussion Featuring

Dr. Stephen Beck

Professor of Holocaust and _
Jewish Studies, Union College :

+ 7=y Reverend Dr. Dee

3

.\ Dee Coleman

A TheRussell Street Baptist Church,
Detriot & AIPAC National Council

6:30 pm - Leadership Reception (The Leadership Reception is exclusively for Beth El AIPAC
Club Members who generously contribute a minimum of $1,500 to AIPAC’s 2014 campaign.)

7:45pm - Community Program & Dessert Reception

Dietary laws observed. Advanced reservations required. To RSVP please contact Ellen Kruk at 312-253-8972 or ekruk@aipac.org.
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Its All in the Beth El Family

Congratulations To

- Mindy and Jeffrey Gordon on the engagement of their son, Matthew Gordon, to Shoshana Indenbaum
- Lionel Kramer on the birth of his grandson, Jamie Matthew Ellis

Condolences To

- Judith Bernstein on the loss of her mother, Tobey Rapoport - Michael Melinger on the loss of his father, Martin Melinger
- Barry Chernawsky on the loss of his mother, Sarah Chernawsky - Maureen Sechan on the loss of her mother, Lois Bondy

- Barbara Hochwert on the loss of her mother, Mae Becker - Myrna Siegel on the loss of her brother, Sidney Brodsky

In Memoriam

- Thelma Klein

December 22, 2014 Jan uary 1, 2015
Led by Rabbi Michael Schwab and Hazzan Larry Goller

It’s time to share the experience of Israel with your family!

Climb Masada, float in the Dead Sea, walk under the Western Wall and jeep through the Golan Heights.
For more information contact: Rabbi Michael Schwab, Hazzan Larry Goller or Jenna Koehler,
Missions Assistant at 312-357-4862 or JennaKoehler@juf.org
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Bnai Mitzvah Congratulations!

January - Tevet /Shevat 5774

Noah Braverman,
son of Wendy and
Nathan Braverman
Shabbat, January 11

Garrett Hahamy,

son of Debbie and

Ron Hahamy

Mincha Shabbat, January 18

Isaac Hope,

son of Linda and
Michael Hope
Shabbat, February 1

Helen Spellberg,
daughter of Audra Kaplan
and Alan Spellberg
Shabbat, February 15

Madison Hahamy,
daughter of Debbie
and Ron Hahamy
Shabbat, January 18

Joshua Pickard,

son of Marcie and
Brad Pickard
Shabbat, January 25

Hannah Lerner,
daughter of Felicia and
Raphael Lerner
Shabbat, February 8

Chloe Blum,
daughter of Margaret
and Marc Blum
Shabbat, February 22
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© Joseph and Mae Gray Cultural & Learning Center

Help Build the Beth El Archives - The CLC Committee is working to preserve the history of our synagogue. We are seeking
photographs, correspondence, newspaper articles, programs and other artifacts from Beth El’s past. If you have any items that may reflect
part of Beth El’s history, please do not throw them away! Drop them off with Rachel Kamin or Marcie Eskin in the CLC. Photographs should be
clearly labeled to indicate the date and to identify any individuals pictured. Questions? Contact Rachel Kamin at rkamin@nssbethel.org

or 847-432-8900 x242.

Afternoon @ The Movies

Join producer and director Jon Siskel on Thursday, January 9 at 2:00 pm for a special
screening of Louder than a Bomb, a hopeful and heartbreaking film about four Chicago
high school poetry teams preparing to compete in the world's largest youth slam. Winner
of eleven film festival prizes, Roger Ebert named Louder than a Bomb one of the ten best
documentaries of the year. Open to the community, free of charge. Refreshments will be
served. RSVP to Marcie at meskin@nssbethel.org or 847-432-8900 x234.

Sisterhood Torah Fund Book Club

Saturday, January 11

The Sisterhood Torah Fund Book Club will
meet on Saturday, January 11 after Shabbat
Kiddush (at approximately 12:30 pm) to
discuss Second Person Singular by Sayed Kashua,
facilitated by Rachel Kamin. This U.S. release
of an award-winning novel by the creator of
the Israeli sitcom, Arab Labor, follows the
experiences of a highly respected Jerusalem
attorney who embarks on a jealous search for
his wife's ex-lover upon finding a letter in her
handwriting tucked inside a used Tolstoy book.

*The Glass Wires bs brimmibng with
—RANDY SUSAN MEYERS, suthor of The A

Amy Sue Nathan

Saturday, February 22
Author Amy Sue Nathan will join us
for a discussion of her novel, 7he Glass

Wives. Evie and Nicole Glass share a
last name. They also shared a husband.
When a tragic car accident ends the
life of Richard Glass, it also upends
the lives of Evie and Nicole, and their
children, and forces them to define

the glass

wives

what makes a family.

Copies of both books are available in
the Maxwell Abbell Library and from
local libraries and bookstores. You can
also purchase a copy of 7he Glass Wives
for $15 in the CLC.

If you haven't yet made your annual contribution to the Sisterhood Torah Fund, contact
Marilyn Lewis, Sisterhood Torah Fund Vice President, at 847-433-3506 or marilynllewis@
yahoo.com to make your donation.

Used Book Sale
Friday, January 31—Sunday,

February 9, 2014

We are now collecting used books for the annual

sale. Bring in gently used books — secular and

Judaic, adult and children's — in a clearly marked

box or bag, to the Kaye Reading Room of the

Gray Cultural and Learning Center by January

30, 2014. Please refrain from

donating travel

guides and test preparation guides that are

more than 1-2 years old as well as textbooks,

magazines, and journals.

Shop the Used Book Sale during regular
synagogue hours, Friday, January 31—Sunday,

February 9. All hardcovers $2;

Cash and checks accepted.

Pre-Sale Pizza Party
Thursday, January 30

paperbacks $1.

Join the members of the Joseph and Mae Gray

Cultural & Learning Center Committee on
Thursday, January 30, 6:00—7:30 pm, to help
set-up the book sale and have an exclusive

opportunity to purchase books before the sale

opens. Pizza will be served — please RSVP to
Marcie Eskin at meskin@nssbethel.org or 847-
432-8900 x234. Bar/Bat Mitzvah and high
school student volunteers are welcome!

Bargain Bag Sale
Sunday, February 9

Shop the Used Book
Sale on Sunday,
February 9, from
9:00am—12:00 pm.
Whatever you can fit
into a brown paper
grocery bag is yours
for only $5! Bags will
be provided or bring

your own.
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© Joseph and Mae Gray Cultural & Learning Center

Havdalah, Dinner & A Movie
Saturday, February 8
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'The Joseph and Mae Gray Cultural and Learning Center and the Havurah
Community will host an exclusive screening of the German film Kaddish for a Friend
on Saturday, February 8 during the 4th Annual Havdalah, Dinner & A Movie.
Dinner, wine & dessert will be served after Havdalah. Complimentary babysitting
for children in Kindergarten—5th Grade will be held in the Youth Lounge. Contact
Marcie Eskin at meskin@nssbethel.org or 847-432-8900 x234 by January 30 for
more details and to reserve your tickets.

Growing up in a Palestinian refugee camp, 14-year-old Ali learned to hate Jews
at an early age. After his family escapes to a new life in Berlin, Ali longs to be
accepted by his fellow Arab youths in the public housing project. To prove
himself, Ali breaks into the apartment of his neighbor Alexander, an elderly
Russian Jewish war veteran and Ali's “friends” follow him into the apartment

and vandalize it. When Alexander unexpectedly returns home, he recognizes only
Ali and reports him to the police. To avoid being sentenced and deported, Ali is
forced to seek out the trust and forgiveness of his enemy.

We take pride in....

NSS Beth El extends a “Kol Hakavod”
to our member, Dr. Mona Fishbane,

on the release of her new book Loving
with the Brain in Mind: Neurobiology &
Couple Therapy, published by Norton
as part of their Series on Interpersonal
Neurobiology. Mona is the director of

the Couple Therapy Training Program
at the Chicago Center for Family
Health and specializes in treating
couples and adult individuals, as well as
intergenerational work with adults and
their siblings and parents.

Mona DeKoven Fishbane

NSS Beth El
Magical Mystical

Havdalah Celebration
Saturday, January 25, 2014

Program Begins at 4:30pm

Young Families

Activities, Songs, Light Meal,
and a Special Play Featuring the
Steinberg Pre-School Teachers

Children in Grades 3-7

Service, Light Meal, and “Truma Drama” Play

Teens

Teen Minyan, Light Meal, and a trip
to Second City

Adults
Traditional Mincha Minyan, Light Meal
and Ma'ariv
Congregational Havdalah................ 5:30 pm
DiNNer.......c.coveeeureerrecnrenneenncesnesnenes 6:15pm

Evening Programming Options.......7:00pm

Dr. Eitan Fishbane:
What is Jewish Mysticism?
Understanding the Kabbalah
A presentation for teens and adults
Magic by Randy: A Family Program
A fun, interactive & entertaining magic show
for children of all ages!

The evening will conclude by 8:15pm. Come for any
or all of the programs! There is no charge to attend
but please rsvp by Thursday January 16, 2014.

To RSVP go to www. nssbethel.org and login using
your Member ID or call Kathy Stinson
at 847-432-8900.
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@ Gertrude Lederman Family Continuing Education Program

“....Since Sinai, universal literacy is a Jewish value.

All Jews received the Torah — not just a narrow and elite segment of the

community. Literacy has helped sustain the Jewish people. After the
destruction of the Temple, the role of the teacher grew in importance.
Teachers then and now assure that Jews tell their stories and count
the days, months, and years of the calendar that define a unique
unifying Jewish rhythm of life. Other people cannot do this for us.
Individuals, families, and communities have to take responsibility for

knowing, remembering, and commemorating...” — Betsy Dolgin Katz,

Reinventing Adult Jewish Learning

One of the biggest challenges in adult education is that in order to

be open to learning, adults have to admit to a lack of knowledge of
something. We are all professionals, heads of households, and experts
in various arenas and it is tough to admit that there are areas of our
life that we don’t know much about. The great beauty of our Jewish
tradition is that study has always been an integral part of Jewish

life, and our tradition is so vast that no one is an expert in all areas

of Jewish knowledge. We have been developing a new course in the
Gertrude Lederman Family Continuing Education department for
the Winter Trimester: Jewish Literacy — From the Bible to Beth El.
This course allows exploration of Jewish knowledge in a kind of “101”
survey course which will give you a broad basis from which to explore
other courses we offer in Jewish text, history, and language.

Jewish Literacy: A Survey of Judaism from the Bible to Beth El
Rabbi Michael Schwab and Merle Tovian

7 sessions, Tuesdays beginning February 11, 8:00—9:00 pm

(Winter Trimester fee — $60 for members, $90 for non-members)
Come explore our rich Jewish heritage in a meaningful and accessible
way! This engaging course covers Jewish tradition, belief, and

history in broad strokes in order to provide the context needed to
further appreciate our great religion. This course will advance one’s
understanding of our people and our texts and give you the tools to
dig even deeper. Open to students of all levels.

Study in the Suburbs with Rabbi Vernon Kurtz

BJE (Board of Jewish Education) 3320 Dundee Road, Northbrook
Thursdays, March 20, April 24, and May 15, Noon—1:30 pm

A study session in the suburbs, centered around the ethical issues of
our lives. Advance reservations are necessary; lunch is provided for

a nominal fee ($12). Registration for the entire series is encouraged.
RSVP to Lennie Kay at 847-432-8900 x221 or LKay@nssbethel.org.
For any questions about CE class registration, please contact Marcie
Eskin at 847-432-8900 x234, or email her at meskin@nssbethel.org.

In the spring, the Florence Melton Adult School of Jewish

Learning at Beth EI (sponsored by the Board of Jewish Education
of Metropolitan Chicago) is offering a Scholars course in Jewish
Mysticism and Kabbalah. The Rachel Wasserman Scholar Series
presents classic and modern texts that have shaped Jewish
perspectives for thousands of years, and invites students to

lend their voices to the ageless pursuit of Jewish wisdom. This
new course in the Rachel Wasserman Scholars Series enables
participants to gain familiarity with the rich history of Jewish
mysticism, and understanding of many of the texts that have
been so central to that tradition. Presented chronologically, the
course provides an opportunity for discussing the progression of
Jewish mystical tradition over hundreds of years.

Jewish Mysticism and Kabbalah

Rabbi Jordan Bendat-Appell

10 sessions, Thursdays, beginning February 6, 9:30—11:00am
Tuition: $290 for NSSBE and Melton Consortium Site members,
$340 for non-Consortium students. To register for Melton,
contact Rolly Cohen at rolly@bjechicago.org.
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€ Social Action in Action

Thoughts on Social ACION -

Jacqueline Kott-Wolle, Chair Social Action Committee

Thanksgiving Mitzvah Project — Gratitude and Teamwork
Once again, Beth El's Social Action
Committee had much to be grateful for. First
of all, we have Honey Bronson and her team
of volunteers who faithfully and expertly
organized our successful Thanksgiving
Mitzvah Project (or TMP as we on the
committee call it!). On November 24th, over
100 Thanksgiving gift baskets were lovingly
prepared for families from Glenwood School
in Waukegan. As always, Beth El's generous
community came out to assemble complete
Thanksgiving dinner packages and greeting
cards. This year we had a new project for
our young people to participate in! Inspired
by Danny Siegel's presentation last October,
we are capitalizing on the “Rainbow Loom”
trend (if you have kids of a certain age, as I
do, you know what this is....you've probably
been picking up little rubber bands off the various surfaces of your home for months
now!). Beth El kids can now call themselves proud members of the “Tikkun O
Loom Brigade” — making bracelets with a purpose! All families from Glenwood
School were treated to a couple of handmade bracelets from our kids to theirs when
they picked up their Thanksgiving Mitzvah Baskets. We are excited to bring the
fun to Glenwood School on Mitzvah Day this February 9th — we'll be offering a
“Tikkun O Loom” project for our young people to teach the kids at Glenwood how
to make the bracelets and bring them in on the trend and just hang out together. I
know my daughter Sophie can't wait to be a part of that. I hope your kids will join
her for a meaningful time at Mitzvah Day.

Annual Coat Drive/ Hanukkah Toy Drive

Special thanks to Mira Temkin for organizing our annual Beth El Coat Drive and
Hanukkah Toy Drive on December 1, 2013. With the help of an efficient group
of dedicated volunteers, sorting went quickly and smoothly. The majority of the
coats went to the Chicago Chesed Fund in Lincolnwood. They were thrilled and
appreciative to know they can provide coats for their families to get through another
frigid winter. If you'd like know more about the amazing work of the Chicago
Chesed Fund visit www.chicagochesedfund.org and plan on helping us stock their
food pantry at Beth El's Mitzvah Day on February 9, 2014. Another bag of coats
was donated to the Highland Park Community Nursery School. Hanukkah Toys
brought joy to children through the Chicago Chesed Fund.

All-Member Mitzvah Day
Sunday, February 9, 2014

Mitzvah Day has been a tremendous success
with more than 250 families taking part in a day
of volunteerism. Join your fellow congregants
again—as an individual or family —in one of
the community action projects offered.

Make Meals for the Homeless
Organize a food pantry
Troop Support
Bring your dog and bring joy to Seniors
Project Linus
Tikkun O Loom at Glenwood School
Set Up Apartments at
A Safe Place Women's Shelter
and much more!

Pre-Registration Required

Be a mensch.....Do a mitzvah!

Be an active member/coordinator
on the 2014 Mitzvah Day planning committee.
More projects, more participation, more pride!

Sponsored by the Social Action Committee.
Contact: Jacqueline Kott-Wolle at
847-681-0373 or jkottwolle@hotmail.com

» January's Mitzvah of the Month
It's White Sale Time! Linens are on sale in January —
why don't you consider purchasing a fresh set of
linens to donate to A Safe Place Women's Shelter.
Beth El will be collecting brand new and gently used
freshly laundered linens which will be used by shelter
residents who are escaping domestic violence. Twin,
Full and Queen linens, comforters, and pillows can
be dropped off in collection bins by the front office.
For more information contact Jacqueline Kott-Wolle:
jkottwolle@hotmail.com.

» Upcoming Social Action Opportunities

January 21st—JUF Uptown Café For ages 12+, serve
dinner to neighborhood needy. Contact Bryna Kurtz at
847-432-1039 or brynakurtz@aol.com

February 17th—JUF Uptown Café For ages 12+, serve
dinner to neighborhood needy. Contact Bryna Kurtz at
847-432-1039 or brynakurtz@aol.com
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€© Sisterhood

Be Involved. Be Enriched, Be Inspired

I’s January! The shortest day of the year is behind us; and winter is here
filled with the wonderful anticipation of what 2014 can bring. In this spirit,
Sisterhood looks forward to sharing programs and events to brighten your
winter days. Come join us!

Your Sisterhood Executive Board

|
the Date:
Save ILLINOIS

Holocaust

Museum &CEducation
e

nter

Tuesday, February 18

1:30pm

Visit the Holocaust Museum & Education Center’s
Newest Exhibit of: Ruth Gruber, Photojournalist

Our docent led tour will focus on this intriguing exhibit that celebrates the
remarkable life, vision, and heroic tenacity of Ruth Gruber, a 20th century
pioneer and trailblazing photojournalist.

Gruber’s work spans more than five decades, from her groundbreaking work
in the Soviet Arctic in the 1930's and her iconic images of Jewish refugees
on the ship Exodus 1947, to her later work in the 1980's documenting
Ethiopian Jews in the midst of a civil war. A selection of vintage prints will
be presented alongside contemporary prints made from original negatives,
early film footage, and ephemera from her personal archive.

Cost: $15. For more information and to reserve your place on the tour,
please contact: Sulie Holt at 847-432-2071 or skh101@comcast.net.

Torah Fund News

At this time donations to Beth El Sisterhood Torah fund are
very important because our annual goal of $10,000 has been
raised to $12,000. It is a mitzvah to donate to the Jewish
Theological Seminary and help insure that we have Rabbis
and Teachers for the future of Judaism. Thank you to all of
you who have already contributed.

Benefactors $180.00+: Rita Buckman, Gerald Frank, Allene
(Enie) Frost, Roberta Goldman, Linda Gottlieb, Marilyn
Hirsch, Bryna Kurtz, Corinne Lane, Karen Levy, Zella
Ludwig, Mildred Lidov, Joyce Pollack, and Sandra Strauss.

Contributors $18.00+:
Eleanor Boxerman, Sara
Coven, Greta DeBofsky,
Judy Falk, Marla Ferencz,

Sulie Holt, Brenda
Jackson, Barbara Kahn,
Louis Kahn, Rachel
Kraft, Debra Kravitz,

Ellen Kuperman, Irving

Kuperman, Adrienne Lasin, Gerald Lasin, Ellen Lavin, Betty
Ann Levin, Annette Lidawer, Erica Lindon, Jean Moses,
Carol Pomerantz, Frances Rabinowitz, Andrea Saffir, Sally
Schechter, Toby Schwartz, Caryn Sedloff, Robin Shartiag,
Cindy Shekhtman, Susan Silberman, Anita Spieler, Maxine
Sprung, Mayer Stiebel, Herman Wexler, Helen Wilens,
Phyllis Woloshin, and Pearl Zaid.

Fondly,
Marilyn Lewis, Sisterhood V. P

Jewish University for a Day: A Celebration of
Adult Jewish Learning with Top Visiting and
Local Scholars and Teachers.

Sunday, January 26
11:00am—4:00pm

A JTS sponsored program that will provide our
community with engaging and relevant study sessions
taught by some of the finest Jewish teachers/scholars
available. Join us for this unique day-long learning

event (11:00am—4:00 pm, includes lunch) held at the
Solomon Schechter Day School of Metropolitan Chicago
in Northbrook. For more details and to register please
visit the website: www.jtsa.edu/judchicago. For more
questions, please contact Ali Drumm, at adrumm@
nssbethel.org.

January - February 2014/ Tevet-Adar | 5774
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North Suburban Beth El Sisterhood Gift Shop
Your Resource for Beautiful Judaica and Gifts

We want to thank our Beth El Community for the wonderful support you gave to our Gift

Shop this past holiday season. We are very grateful that you think of us as your resource for
your Judaica and special gifts; and we look forward to continuing to serve you in the months
ahead. Best of all, your generosity is paid forward. Each of your purchases helps Sisterhood to
continue to support the many programs in our Cohen Religious School — from the Steinberg
Pre-School through the Sokol Hebrew High School.

We do listen. Many of you have asked for help with gift selections. As a result, we are
beginning Life Cycle Registries. So, if there is a special event coming up, stop by the Gift

Shop and select items that you would love to be gifted with. We also will share our catalogs
with you to browse and select additional items. The gift possibilities are endless! We will keep
your selections on file, so when your family and friends are looking for that perfect gift we will
guide them to your registry. We invite you to come in and take advantage of this new shopping
convenience. Looking ahead — The Gift Shop will be participating in and selling cards for the
ORT Key Card event in March.

Diane Levin and Sulie Holt, Gift Shop Co-Chairs

""""" Gift Shop Hours

Sundays: 9:00am to 1:00 pm
Tuesdays: 10:00am to Noon
Evenings before and after programs

We are always open by appointment, simply call: Diane Levin: 847-571-5629;
Sulie Holt: 847-558-3389; or Pam Schlosberg 847-433-7546.

Please Note: Our Sisterhood website now is your resource for the latest information on all of our
events and projects. Go to: nssbethel.org/Our Synagogue/Family & Community/Sisterhood.

The Key to Getting Organized ?
Bonnie Hillman Shay,

Owner and Principal of
Mariposa Creative Solutions

Wednesday, January 22
9:15-10:30am

Does this describe you?

* You waste time trying to find
things.

* Your cabinets and drawers are
overflowing.

* Your computer is filled with
digital photos that you can't easily
find again.

* Your emails are out of control.

* You have a recurring sense of
frustration every time you try

to find the scissors, go into your
cluttered basement, or get ready
for company.

Mariposa Creative Solutions’
Bonnie Hillman Shay can help
you unlock the secrets to getting
organized.

Join us for this great informative
program. Admission is free. For
more information contact our
Vice-Presidents of Programs:
Allyson Rose, allysonfrose@
me.com; 847-433-3388; or Barbara
Hochwert, Barbara.hochwert@
gmail.com; 847-831-0271.
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Beth El Business Network - The Beth El Men's Club is sponsoring a new business networking program. The first meeting of the
group will be Wednesday, January 22, starting at 8:00am, with future meetings to be held on the fourth Wednesday of every month. All
members of Beth El and their guests are welcome. There is no cost to attend. Each attendee will be able to speak. Hopefully, business
relationships and friendships are forged. Please RSVP to David Seidman at dseidman@hechtseidman.com or Matt Ebner at mebner@

ebnersre.com before January 17, 2014.

» Upcoming Winter Men's Club Events

Game Night

Saturday, January 11

6:20pm-10:00pm

Come join us for Men’s Club hosted Adult Co-Ed Date Night/Game Night.
Come and enjoy a relaxing evening of drinks, food, fun and games with loved
ones and friends. Test your luck on a game of chance, wax nostalgic over

a classic board game, card game, or challenge your friends in a shul-wide
scavenger hunt led by our own Mira Temkin. The evening begins with Havdalah
at 6:20pm. Drop-in babysitting available upon request. Cost: $15/advance or
$20/door. Please RSVP to Gary Savine at gsavine@gmail.com by January 7th.

Shabbat Kiddush Club Lunch

Saturday, January 11

$25 per family. All are Welcome! Reservations please contact
Steve Coven at NSSMensClub@gmail.com.

Beer Tasting Night

Thursday, January 16

7:00pm

Taste special beers from independent local brewers. Enjoy tasting several
great beers with good fun included! Cost: $12 for Men’s Club Members/$15
for Guests. Please RSVP by January 12th to either: Bob Parr at robertjparr@
comcast.net or Rick Small at richard@b-dchemicals.com. Please note we will
break for Minyan.

Bagels for Your Brains & Beyond

Sunday, January 19

Torah Study with Ron Goldberg

Sunday, January 26

Lonnie Nasatir from the Anti-Defamation League
Sunday, February 23

Jewish National Fund

*All Breakfast events begin after Sunday Morning Minyan Services at 9:45am.

Bruno Fischer Honored "Keeper of the Flame”
With the sun streaming in through the windows in the newly
renovated Blumberg Auditorium as a background, our Men’s
Club celebrated the 6th annual Keeper of the Flame breakfast.
The honoree was Bruno Fischer, a long time member of our
Congregation and member of Men’s Club. A very humble and
caring man, Bruno has served on the Board of Directors for

a number of years, offering his services and sage advice. He
received this well deserved honor with grace and humility as he
accepted the plaque.

All of the five previous honorees were present to offer their
words of praise, some “toasting”, some “roasting”, a blushing
honoree. Ruth, Bruno’s wife, was a riot as she offered her
words, as only a wife can do. Bruno, in accepting the honor,
told of how he escaped from Nazi Germany and was “glad

to be alive and part of these festivities”. A number of family
members attended and Ernie, Bruno’s son, spoke for the family,
offering beautiful and loving words about his father.

In all, about seventy-five people enjoyed a delicious breakfast
which included lox, bagels, eggs and desserts. The morning
ended with everyone offering mazel tov and good wishes to
both Bruno and Ruth. May they continue, in good health,

to remain active members at Beth El and in Men’s Club and
Sisterhood. Kol Hakavod Bruno!

Sunday, February 2 at 8:30am

Join us for our World Wide Wrap - wrapping T'fillin together
before services. Then after morning services - our special Pancake
Breakfast. Join us for guest speaker Yoni Bleichbard, who will
speak about the Hebron Israeli Jewish Community. Only $6 per
person. Please RSVP to NSSMensClub@gmail.com
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Men's Club Man of the Year 2014

On February 23, 2014 the FJMC Midwest Region will honor
those individuals who have been selected as “Man of the
Year”. Each year every Men’s Club recognizes a member
who, through the years, has exhibited service and dedication
to the Club, Congregation, Community and Israel. Our Men’s
Club has awarded this honor to Ernie Smolen as Man of the
Year 2014.

A member of Beth El since 2008, previously a member of
Northwest Suburban Jewish Congregation, Morton Grove
since 1962. Holding positions there on the Congregation
Board as Financial Secretary, Membership Vice President
and President of Men’s Club. He also served on the Board of
United Synagogue for two terms. Ernie was honored as Man
of the Year in 2006 by NWSJC Men’s Club.

Continuing here at Beth El, he was nominated to the
Congregation Board of Directors and serves on the House
Committee, Ba'al Korei Institute Committee and Senior Life
Committee. Ernie serves on our Men’s Club Board, lending
“a helping hand” where ever he is able and he has taken an
active part in organizing Men’s Club Shabbat and hosting the
FIMC Sefer Haftarot Scroll. He enjoys singing with the Beth
El Chorale, leading services and chanting Haftarot. At the
International FJMC Convention of 2011, Ernie was awarded
the honor of Ma’asim Tovim (doer of good deeds) for the
Midwest Region.

The Man of the Year awards dinner will be held on February
23rd at 5:00 pm at Congregation Beth Shalom, 3433 Walters
Road, Northbrook. Everyone is welcome to attend and
enjoy a wonderful evening. Cost of the Dinner is $36 per
person. RSVP for the dinner by contacting Rob Freeman at
NSSMensClub@gmail.com.

A Fabulous Evening - Steak and Scotch

Once again our Men’s Club held their Steak and Scotch extravaganza
with successful results. This past October sth, close to 100 Men’s

Club members and guests gathered in the newly renovated Blumberg
Auditorium to enjoy friendship, wonderful ruach, a delicious dinner and
an enviable selection of Scotch whiskies.

The evening began at 6:30 pm as guests arrived to savor a large variety of
hot appetizers and vegetable dips, with most everyone toasting a [chiyam
with the Scotch of their choice, and there was plenty to go around. After
the evening minyan every one lined up to devour perfectly grilled steaks,
chicken and vegetables accompanied with a variety of salads. Dessert
followed with birkat hamazon to end the dinner. Following, those who
stayed, found their way down to the lake’s edge to gather around a
bonfire, smoke cigars and sing along with Ron Goldberg and his guitar.

Many thanks to Aaron Krumbein, Jeffrey Goldsmith and Avram Pachter
who did all of the grilling and cooking. They delivered a fantastic meal and
a delightful evening. Most left saying “we should do this more than once
ayear”. We know that everyone enjoyed and look forward to our next
Steak and Scotch event.

Men's Club Bowling Bash

A gala social event took place on the night of October 17th. Our Men’s
Club hosted a grand evening of bowling, pizza and great entertainment
at the lanes in Highwood. A crowd of more than 60 attended the
Club’s first bowling party. The evening, chaired by Michael Ezgur, left
nothing more to be desired. The newly renovated bowling lanes were
made available to those who wished to try for a 300 game. No one
accomplished that, but many tried. The pizza was delicious and quickly
devoured as the crowd enjoyed sharing stories and good times.

The stage was taken with an “open mic” for anyone to perform. Leading
off were Michael and Wendi Ezgur’s band, Quintet, along with Dicky
Paull and the owners of the lanes, Steve Goldstein and David Brand.

A number of members climbed the stage to play and sing along. Ron
Goldberg wrote the “Beth El Blues”, accompanied by Rod Slutzky on
guitar and Michael on the blues harp. Also joining on stage, was Hazzan
Goller performing with Michael, Wendi and the band a great version of
“Oseh Shalom?”, at which time every one sang along. Following a rousing
round of the official FJMC, “Shabbos is Here”, brought down the house.
In addition, Rabbi Samuel Feinsmith and his guitar took over the stage to
please the crowd with his singing and playing.

This was a “first” but it won’t be a “last”. Everyone enjoyed as they left for
home saying, “let’s do this more often”. We're sure we will, it was a huge
success. Kol Hakavod to our Men’s Club and Michael Ezgur!

January - February 2014/ Tevet-Adar | 5774
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PSETN

March 8, 2014
7:15pm

Visit www.nssbethel.org for complete details and watch your mail for invitations.

The clock springs forward on March 8th as we celebrate Beth El’s past and future.
Enjoy a casual and fun vintage evening of drinks, family-style supper
and dancing to music from the decades of Beth El.....a throwback
to the club style elegance and decadence of entertainment styling
from the 1940’s to today.
Free Babysitting (ages 5+)
Silent Auction
Ad Book

Signature Beverages
Dress from your favorite decade, then or now

Questions? Contact nkekst@nssbethel.org or call 847-432-8900 x262
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© Jack & Mildred Cohen Religious School and

Bernard H. Sokol Hebrew High School

M'Shulchan Hamenahelet

Winter time offers an array of opportunities to celebrate, to
participate in Tzedakah projects and to plan for the summer
months. On January 25th, families will have an opportunity to
celebrate the end of Shabbat together at the Beth El. Students in
the Cohen Religious School will delight us by singing Shabbat
songs. Gesher students will lead the Mincha service while the Vav
students will read Torah. The Cohen Religious School teachers
will perform the Truma Drama play for everyone's amusement.
After services we will join the rest of the congregation for Havdalah,
dinner, and a magic show by Randi. Sokol Hebrew High School
students will join USYers in Teen Minyan, Havdalah, dinner, and
follow-up entertainment at Second City. Don't miss this once a
year opportunity to celebrate with the entire Beth El community!

February has been designated Jewish Disability Awareness
Month. We will join the Consortium of Jewish Special Educators
in recognizing and increasing the awareness of the needs, strengths,
opportunities and challenges of people with disabilities in the
Jewish community. Tzedakah money raised during this month will
be donated to organizations that provide services to children with
special needs. We will refer back to Parshar Shmot to learn about
Moses' speech impediment and how G-d chose him to become the
leader of the Israclites in spite of his difficulty. By emulating G-d's
ways, we are obliged to care and provide for our fellow human
beings with special needs. We are fortunate at Beth El to have the
Halomdim program, envisioned decades ago by the Eisenbergs.
The Cal and Lana Eisenberg Halomdim Endowment program was
established with the purpose of providing students with special
needs opportunities to experience intellectual, spiritual, social
and emotional learning and growth. To ensure the success of
these students, we are committed to an integrated approach that
includes a variety of modalities of teaching instruction. It is our
understanding that children achieve success in different manners,
therefore we strive to provide instruction with innovative methods
and accommodations tailored to the students' specific needs.

Our program includes peer buddies systems, lesson modification,
assistive technology, and one-on-one or small group instruction.

Lastly, winter is the time to be thinking about your child's
summer plans. If your child spends his/her summers in a non-
Jewish camp, it is worth to contemplate the added value of Jewish
camps. Jewish education is a year-round effort, so Jewish summer
camps serve as an ideal complement to the formal educational
programs offered by our schools. Jewish camps have the ability to
reinforce and deepen the campers' commitment to Judaism. The
combination of Jewish campers and Jewish staff infuses the entire
summer experience with Jewish content, including Shabbat, Jewish
values, ethics, culture, and ru'ach (spirit). A recent report by the
Foundation for Jewish Camp (FJC) offers the strongest evidence
that Jewish summer experiences lead to significantly stronger adult
Jewish engagement, from ritual observance to Jewish charitable
donation to taking leadership roles in their communities. FJC is
committed to increasing the number of children who attend Jewish
camps by offering financial scholarships to first time campers.

Additionally, FJC intends to attract students who might choose
non-Jewish camp alternatives by developing their own specialty
programs comprising a variety of activities such as aquatics, arts
and crafts, sports, dance, archery, cooking, hiking, outdoor
adventure. There is a great variety of Jewish camps for each child's
preference and needs. In addition, Ramah Day Camp in Wheeling
and Camp Ramah in Wisconsin, which are the official camping
arm of the Conservative movement, are closely aligned with
our goals, making a seamless transition between the formal and
informal education of our students. Careful winter planning will go
a long way to ensure your kids will continue to be immersed in a
Jewish environment all year round.

Please don't hesitate to call me or e-mail with questions or
suggestions.

Alicia Gejman
Director of Formal Education

Jack and Mildred Cohen Religious School
January/February — Tevet/Shevat/Adar | 5774

Jan 6 Monday School Resumes

Jan 12 Sunday Tu B'Shevat Celebration

Jan 25 Shabbat Beth EI Shabbaton

Jan 26 Sunday Taste of Tefilah Class/Shalva B'nai Mitzvah Program

Jan 31 Friday Kitah Bet Kabbalat Shabbat

Feb 1 Shabbat Family Shabbat Services — Kitah Hey

Feb 8 Shabbat Family Shabbat Services — Kitah Hey
Seudah/Havdalah — Kitah Dalet

Feb 9 Sunday Beth EI Mitzvah Day

Feb 16 Sunday No School — Teacher In-Service

Feb 17 Monday No School — Presidents Day

Feb 22 Shabbat Family Shabbat Services — Kitah Hey

Feb 28 Friday Hey and Vav Kallah

Bernard H. Sokol Hebrew High School
January/February — Tevet/Shevat/Adar | 5774

Jan 6 Monday Conversational Hebrew Resumes

Jan 12 Sunday School Resumes

Jan 19 Sunday No School

Feb 9 Sunday Beth EI Mitzvah Day

Feb 16 Sunday No School — Teacher In-Service
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Cclllihg all preschoolers!

Ramah Sameach
Get ready to celebrate.

A wonderful morning for preschoolers (age 3-5) and their parents
filled with music, movement, stories, crafts and snack.

Sunday, January 12
Tu B°Shevat (Jewish Arbor Day)

10:00 to 11:30 am

at Ramah Day Camp
98 West Hintz Road in Wheeling

RSVP to Judy at program@ramahday.com or Alicia at (312)
606-9316 x221 by January 5

Save the dates for these other upcoming events:
Sunday, February 9 - Summer in February
2:00 - 3:30 pm at Beth Hillel Congregation B’nai Emunah
Sunday, March 2 - Ramah Sameach Purim
10:00 - 11:30 am at Ramah Day Camp

The National Ramah Commission acknowledges with thanks the generous support
of The AVI CHAI Foundation and the Zell Family Foundation in making this program possible.

ZELL
zell family foundation

O REN!
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@ Paul S. and Sylvia Steinberg Pre-School

The “winter doldrums” are not evident at the Paul S. and Sylvia
Steinberg Pre-School as our calendar is full of activities for our
children and adults.

We begin the month of January with “Terrific Tuesdays”. On the
first Tuesday during the next four months' we invite you to “drop-
in” to the Grossinger-Brickman Activity Center from 3:30-4:30 pm.
Pre-School aged children will have fun playing on the equipment
while adults will have time to visit one another. Eileen Goldberg,
one of our expert teachers of young children, will share a story with
the children during the hour.

Once again this year, our Parent Auxiliary, led by our Tu
B'Shevat Forest Chairman, Dan Ripes, will be converting the
Grossinger-Brickman Activity Center into a Tu B'Shevat Forest on
Sunday, January 12th. During the week our children will have the
opportunity to explore a “forest in Israel” and celebrate Tu B'Shevat.
You are welcome to visit us and see this amazing forest.

On Shabbat, January 18th, we will participate in Pre-School Tot
Shabbat—B'Yachad that begins at 11:00am. After an age-appropriate
service, the children are welcomed to the bimah to sing Adon Olam.
It is a joy to see.

On January 25th, our Pre-School families will participate in the
Synagogue Shabbaton. Our teachers will present a play based on a
Shabbat story for children. We will have a Seudah Shlisheet (third
meal of Shabbat) and participate in Ma'ariv and Havdallah with the
synagogue community.

Our Shema Pajama Party will be held on February 11th. The
children are invited to return to school in the early evening wearing
their pajamas. We do a craft project, listen to a story and say the
Shema together before returning home to bed.

Our Parent Auxiliary welcomes everyone to join us at “Art After
Dark” on Saturday night, February 22nd. There are many ways to
participate in this evening which will include a silent auction, hors
d'ocuvres, dessert, music, drinks and lots of fun. All proceeds will be
used for our Pre-School art and music programs.

As you can tell, these are all great activities that make our school
so special. Registration is now underway for the 2014-15 school year
and for our 8 week Summer Camp for infants through 4 year olds.
We have on-going classes for infants through toddlers with an adult
called “Small and Tall”. Pre-School begins with Parent/Toddler and
Transition classes for children 17 months old and continues through
4 year old Pre-Kindergarten.

For a tour or information about any of our programs, please
contact Caron Knopoff at the Pre-School office 847-432-2830.

SHABBAT IS FUN FOR YOUNG FAMILIES!

We have begun three new programs to enhance the Shabbat experience for young families:

SHABBAT PRAY & PLAY

SHABBAT OPEN GYM

FEBRUARY 15, MARCH 15 & MAY 10

After our B'Yachad Family Service at 11:00am, families will stay for a special “lunch” and play time

until 1:30 pm. Weather permitting in the spring we will be outside.

JANUARY 25 (during the Beth El Shabbaton) & APRIL 12

From 3:30-5:30 pm we will have an “Open Gym” program in the Grossinger-Brickman Activity
Room. Attire is casual! Our next Shabbat Open Gym will coincide with the synagogue’s Magical

Mystical Havdalah Celebration on January 25 and programming will start at 4:30 pm.

JEANS AND JAMMIES
FEBRUARY 28 & MAY 2

Friday nights from 5:00-6:00 pm, we invite families to celebrate Shabbat together.
Program includes children’s dinner, activities, singing, and prayers. Come dressed in

casual attire and pajamas as desired!

For questions call Ali Drumm at 847-432-8126 or email adrumm@nssbethel.org.
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The Voice of the Youth—Beth El's Youth Community

An Update from our USY President, Dana Levin

USY had an incredible fall semester. In late October the USYers organized a wonderful USY
Shabbat where we saw countless members of our chapter participate in the greater NSS Beth El

Shabbat services. Since then, we have had a sports lounge night where we practiced our jousting
skills, a Kabbalat Shabbat Teen Minyan with a Jerusalem theme, and a festive “Latkepalooza”
where we tie-dyed t-shirts in preparation for Hannukah and CHUSYfest.

o

At CHUSYfest, USY’s fall convention, BEANS represented themselves with the largest

delegation in the region. A cold weekend at Camp Chi’s Pearlstein Resort was spent strutting
down the red carpet during the Oscar themed event, while also practicing the Jewish teaching
to judge others favorably.

Although fall quickly turned to winter in Highland Park, BEANS does not intend on
hibernating through the winter. Our Thanksgivukah themed Turkey Dance ushered us into
our winter season, which includes Café BEANS lounge nights, Social Action/Tikkun Olam

“Greek” Olympics, and a Smoothie Making lounge night to celebrate Tu B’Shevat. The fall
season had been busy and vibrant for BEANS USY, and the months ahead promise this same

excitement and vitality, so stay tuned!

Upcoming Programs and Events!

USY (9th—12th Graders)

Tuesday, January 7th at 6:00 pm

Join Teen Minyan committee for their
meeting to plan the next teen minyan. Free
meat dinner for those that attend!

Wednesday, January 8th

Regional Lounge Night @ SHMUSY. RSVP
to sisenstein@nssbethel.org for this lounge
night to get a bus to SHMUSY.

Tuesday, January 14th from 7:00-9:00 pm
BEANS USY will be celebrating Tu B'Shevat
by making fruit smoothies and watching

a movie. Bring your tzedekah, we will be
voting on the movie by whichever one raises
the most for our Tikkun Olam Fund. $5 or
free with Activity Pass.

Tuesday, January, 21st from 7:00-9:00 pm
BEANS Unplugged Open Mic Night. Take a
break from finals studying (or relax if you are
done) with BEANS. $5 or free with Activity Pass

Shabbat, January 25th

After Shabbat, BEANS USY will be taking
their annual trip to Second City. $30 for
members, $45 for non members and free
for activity pass holders! RSVP Required to
sisenstein@nssbethel.org. Space is limited!

Friday—Sunday, February 7th—9th
Join CHUSY Region for Midwinter
Convention at BTUSY. Applications online!

‘Wednesday, February 12th from 7:00-9:00pm
BEANS is hosting the CHUSY Regional
Lounge Night! Join us for a night a SATO

what clse @

BEANS Youth Community is a great
way to make new friends, hang out with
old ones, and have an awesome time.

Still not a member of Beth El's award
winning youth community? It’s never
too late. Contact Sam Isenstein, Youth
Community Director, at sisenstein@
nssbethel.org or at 847-432-2040

for more information regarding
membership or any other questions
regarding the Beth El Youth Community.

Sunday, March 16th | 4 »
Beth El's Annual Purim Carnival’

Calling all Jewish 8th Graders!
You are invited to come to USY
programs starting in January!

We can’t wait to see you!

Hunger Games District Awareness night!

Weekend of Greatness is Back!

February 15th-17th

BEANS and BJUSY join forces for a weekend
in the Wisconsin Dells! Program costs $169
with Early Bird RSVPS before January

15th. Program includes two nights in the
Wisconsin Dells, Water parks, games, movies,
amusement parks and more! Contact Sam
Isenstein for more information!

Hamentashen Baking!

Join USYers to bake hamentashens on
February 25th, March 4th and 5th! Make
sure to get your order in. Order form is
online and order at htep://tinyurl.com/
hamentashen2014
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The Voice of the Youth—Beth El's Youth Community

Purim is coming, so order your hamentashen right away!

The Beth El Youth Community Bakers are at it again!
Order delicious hamentashen for yourself and your friends.
All proceeds go to Tikun Olam, USY's tzedakah fund.

Order deadline Friday, February 21, 2014
Only $12 per dozen in six great flavors!

Orders can be picked up at the South Entrance of the synagogue at the Purim Carnival on March 16, 2014
from 11:00am to 1:00 pm, unless other arrangements are made. For more information or to make special
pickup arrangements, call the Youth Community at 847-432-2040 or e-mail Sam at sisenstein@nssbethel.org.

You can order online - http://tinyurl.com/hamentashen2014 or send the form below with payment to
Beth El Youth Community, Attn: Hamentashen Orders, 1175 Sheridan Road, Highland Park, IL 60035.
Please print clearly. Make checks payable to NSSBE. All orders are by the dozen or half dozen.
For one dozen, mark “1.” For a half dozen, mark “1/2.”

Name Phone

Mailing Address

E-mail Address

Apricot Cherry Chocolate Poppy Seed
Raspberry Strawberry Total amount enclosed:

Kadima (6th—8th Graders)

Monday, January 20th

Kadima and Shalom Club will be having a
fantastic day off program with Beth Hillel
B'nai Emunah and B'nai Tikvah. Contact
Sam Isenstein for more info!

Wednesday, January 29th from
6:15-7:30 pm (Right after CRS)
Kadima will have Rock'n Roll and Music
themed night! Lip Syncing, Guitar Hero,
Karaoke and more! $5 or Activity Pass.
Dinner included.

‘Wednesday, February 5th from
6:15-7:30 pm (Right after CRS)
Kadima will have a board meeting and
dinner!

Sunday, Febuary 23rd from 11:00-3:30pm
(Right after CRS)

Kadima is taking on the snow and going
snow tubing. $30 includes lunch, tubing and
transportation.

Shalom Club (3rd—5th Graders)

Monday, January 20th

Kadima and Shalom Club will be having a
fantastic day off program with Beth Hillel
B'nai Emunah and B'nai Tikvah. Contact
Sam Isenstein for more info!

Wednesday, February 19th from 6:15-7:45 pm
Shalom Club will have a Pajamma Party and
Movie in the Youth lounge after CRS. $5
includes dinner!

M&M Club (K-2nd Graders)

Shabbat, February 15th

Shabbat Pray & Play for M&M Club too!
After B'Yachad Family Services K-2nd
graders are invited to come down to the
Youth Lounge for games! We will be playing
until 1:30 pm.
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Todah Rabbah

We are grateful for the following contributions:

Rabbi Kurtz's Discretionary Fund - In honor of 30th anniversary of Bob and Ellen

Doppelt - Barbara and Stuart Hochwert

- In honor of the publication of Rabbi Kurtz's
book and anniversary celebration - Lilach

and Carl Schrag

- In memory of Raphael Hirsch, beloved
brother-in-law - Adele Hirsch

- In honor of Bruno Fischer becoming Men's
Club 2013-14 Keeper of The Flame - Ernie,
Cheryl, Brian, Allison, Jenny, Dee and Steven
Fischer

- In honor of Joshua becoming a Bar Mitzvah
and with appreciation to Rabbi Kurtz- David
Gross and Lisa Newman-Gross

- In honor of Alexandra becoming a Bat
Mitzvah and with appreciation to Rabbi
Kurtz - Steven and Elise Dayan

- In honor of Gail and Andy Brown's 55th
Birthdays - Alan and Nancy Gandelman

- In honor of G-d's blessings - Ronald and
Eileen Goldberg

- In honor of Fran Sherman's Simchat Torah -
Karen Weiss

- In honor of Jennifer Kaufman becoming a
Bat Mitzvah - The Reisin Family

- In honor of Nicole becoming a Bat Mitzvah
and with appreciation to Rabbi Kurtz -
Mitch and Sari Kovitz

- In honor of Noah Shanes becoming a Bar
Mitzvah - Harris and Sharon Goldenberg

- In honor of Bryna and Rabbi Vernon Kurtz's
daughter, Shira's engagement to Avi Kaufman

- Annette and Gerald Blumberg

- Jori and Leah Brajer

- Andrew and Gail Brown

- Iris and Robert Center

- Leonard and Rochelle Foxman

- Harris and Sharon Goldenberg

- David and Janice Lasky

- Ira and Deborah Rosenberg

- Bobbie Tenner

- Diane and Loren Weil

- In honor of Ted and Diane Fishman's 60th
anniversary - Bernard and Elaine Reisin

- In honor of the birth of our granddaughter,
Bliss Elka, daughter of Michelle and David
Blaustein - Mortin and Karen Levy

- In honor of the birth of our grandson Jason Shaun
Silberman - Lawrence and Susan Silberman
- In honor of the Karmin-Bernstein wedding

and with appreciation to Rabbi Kurtz - Mark
and Judith Karmin

- In honor of the marriage of Becky and Adam
and with appreciation to Rabbi Kurtz for
officiating - Bob and Carol Ruderman

- In memory of Abe Yaffe, beloved father -
Dolly Nast

- In memory of Abraham Shanes, beloved
father - Samuel and Irene Shanes

- In memory of Alan Garland, beloved husband
of June Garland - Louis and Vivian Rosen

- In memory of Alfred Feller, beloved father -
David Feller

- In memory of Alvin Storck and with
appreciation to Rabbi Kurtz - Storck Family

- In memory of Anita Rosen, beloved mother -
Richard and Nancy Feldstein

- In memory of Ann Bernstein, beloved mother -
Irwin Mandel

- In memory of Ben Greenspahn, beloved
father-in-law - Lorna Greenspahn

- In memory of Bernice Fishbane, beloved
mother-in-law - Mona Fishbane

- In memory of Bertha Wexler Goldstein,
beloved mother - Paul and Eileen Goldstein

- In memory of Buddy Mora, beloved brother-
in-law of Marcia and Richard Lazer - Louis
and Vivian Rosen

- In memory of Cheryl Golden - The Bradley
Gordon Family

- In memory of Devorah Berman, beloved
mother of Clara Berman - Karen Weiss

- In memory of Dianna Terr, beloved aunt -
Arthur and Lynn Cohen

- In memory of Dr. Esther Robinson, beloved
sister - Mortin and Karen Levy

- In memory of Dr. Lester Kaplin, beloved
father - Alan and Marcia Kaplin

- In memory of Edith H. and Sidney Weiss,
beloved parents - Karen Weiss

- In memory of Edward Yore, beloved father -
Mayer Stiebel and Cara Madansky-Stiebel

- In memory of Eleanor Goldstein, beloved
mother - Phyllis Fischel

- In memory of Ellen Bookman, beloved sister
and aunt - Linda and Steven Feinstein

- In memory of Elmer Burack, beloved husband
and with appreciation to Rabbi Kurtz for his
kind words at Elmer's dedication - Ruth Burack

- In memory of Esther and Harry Shlensky,
beloved mother and father - Melvin and
Lenore Blum
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Rabbi Kurtz's Discretionary Fund
(continued)

- In memory of Esther Center, beloved mother
of Robert Center - Eve and Scott Rooth

- In memory of Ethel Perman, beloved mother -
Sherwyn and Irvina Warren

- In memory of Eva Shapiro, beloved mother-
in-law - Nancy Shapiro

- In memory of Evelyn Pomerantz, beloved
sister - Daniel Nast Jr. and Dolly Nast

- In memory of Florence Silver, beloved
mother - Bruce and Audrey Silver

- In memory of Gene Igolka, beloved father -
Ellen and Steven Lasin

- In memory of Goldie L. Vishny, beloved
mother - Bernard and Elaine Reisin

- In memory of Herman Chudacoff, beloved
father - Donald and Lois Chudacoff

- In memory of Irv Spiegelman, beloved father-
Mitchell and Marcy Dolins

- In memory of Isidor Mandel, beloved father -
Irwin Mandel

- In memory of Jack H. Shapiro; and for my
honor in opening the Ark on Shemini Atzeret -
Yaira Shapiro

- In memory of Jacob E. Rose, beloved father -
Mark and Allyson Rose

- In memory of John Ferns, beloved brother -
Ronald and Eileen Goldberg

- In memory of Julius Citro, beloved stepfather -
Sherry Kantar

- In memory of Kenneth Rezwin, beloved
father of Laurel Abramowicz - Habonin
Camp Tavor - Shelley Goldwater

- In memory of Keren-Or Bernbaum, beloved
daughter - Harry and Harriet Bernbaum

- In memory of Leonard Favus, beloved father -

Michael and Phyllis Sadoff

- In memory of Louis Garland, beloved father-
in-law - Adrienne Garland

- In memory of Louis Silver, beloved father -
Bruce and Audrey Silver

- In memory of Mabel Behn, beloved mother
and grandmother - Stewart and Susan Behn
- In memory of Madlyn Spark and with
appreciation to Rabbi Kurtz - Bruce and
Shelly Marshall

- In memory of Mae Cohen, beloved mother -
Arthur and Lynn Cohen

- In memory of Marilyn Diamond, beloved
mother - Dennis and Amy Pessis

- In memory of Marvin Holland, beloved
husband; and Sol Holland, beloved brother-
in-law - Joan Holland

- In memory of Mary Kohl, beloved mother -
Dolores Kohl-Kaplan

- In memory of Merwin Rosenberg, beloved
father - Jerome and Mary Kaltman

- In memory of Milbert Fein, beloved father -
Sherry Kantar

- In memory of Milton Stein, beloved father -
Barry and Terri Wallach

- In memory of Mirian Galerkin, beloved
mother - Amos and Edith Turner

- In memory of Molly Warren, beloved mother -
Sherwyn and Irvina Warren

- In memory of Nathan Zelman, beloved
father - Jerry and Linda Lebovitz

- In memory of Orville Rosen, beloved father -
Richard and Nancy Feldstein

- In memory of our beloved - Sidney and
Natalie Rosenberg

- In memory of Randall Horwitz, beloved
father of Leah Brajer - Jori and Leah Brajer

- In memory of Reva Cooperman, beloved
mother of Sheela Katz and with appreciation
to Rabbi Kurtz - Sheela Katz

- In memory of Rose Greenspahn, beloved
mother-in-law - Lorna Greenspahn

- In memory of Ruth Posternak and with
appreciation to Rabbi Kurtz - Michael and
Drina Nadler

- In memory of Sheldon Garland, beloved
husband - Adrienne Garland

- In memory of Sidney Feitelberg, beloved
brother - Philip and Doreen Feitelberg

- In memory of Sidney Kaplan, beloved father -
Robert and Anne Kaplan

- In memory of Simon and Marie Lebovitz,
beloved mother, father and grandparents -
Jerry and Linda Lebovitz

- In memory of Sylvia Maiman, beloved mother
and grandmother - Linda and Steven Feinstein

- In memory of Thelma Klein
- Dolly Nast
- Annette and Gerald Blumberg

- In memory of Vera Blum, beloved mother -
Melvin and Lenore Blum

- In memory of Warren Berman, beloved
brother - Michael and Joyce Fox
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We are grateful for the following contributions:

Rabbi Kurtz's Discretionary Fund
(continued)

- In memory of William J. Howard, beloved
husband - Daniel Nast Jr. and Dolly Nast

- In memory of Helen Wilens' beloved sister -
Carole Shulman

- In memory of Zelig Brajer, beloved father and
grandfather - Jori, Leah and Zachary Brajer

- In memory of Zelig Sered, beloved father -
Melvin and Hedy Sered

- In memory of Zila Katzengold, beloved
mother - Gerald and Liora Mizel

- Wishing a complete and speedy recover to Jack
Blumberg - Pat Shubert

- Wishing a complete and speedy recover ro Roni
Weiss - Harris and Sharon Goldenberg

- With appreciation for High Holiday services -
Michael and Karen Kesner

- With appreciation for the honor of letting
me lead services these past two years - Ernest
Smolen

- With appreciation for the safe return of my
children - Lillian Binder

- With appreciation to Rabbi Kurtz
- Gilbert Bogen
- Brad and Marcie Pickard
- Charles and Robin Kafenshtok
- Jonathan and Leslie Kind
- Richard and Lois Werner Family

- With appreciation to Rabbi Kurtz for
performing our wedding - Jason and
Mackenzie Kesner

- With appreciation to Rabbi Kurtz for the
baby naming for our daughter, Hannah Jaye -
Kimberly and Joseph Kesner

- With appreciation to Rabbi Kurtz for the
baby naming of our granddaughter Hannah -
Karen and Michael Kesner

- With appreciation to Rabbi Kurtz for the
special "minyan” on the evening of my
mother's yartzeit - Melvin and Lenore Blum

- With appreciation to Rabbi Kurtz on Jake
Ephraim becoming a Bar Mitzvah - Kim and
Eric Ephraim

- With appreciation to Rabbi Kurtz on the
aliyah given to me in honor of my "special
birthday" - Karen Weiss

- With appreciation to the Beth El clergy and
community for the love and support during
my recent surgery - Darryl and Mira Temkin

- With appreciation for serving our family
on the dedication and unveiling at my dear
brother Ray Hara's memorial - Joseph Hara

Rabbi Schwab's Discretionary Fund - In honor of Alexandra Dayan becoming a Bat

Mitzvah - Andrea and Ben Leshem

- In honor of Alexandra becoming a Bat
Mitzvah and with appreciation to Rabbi
Schwab - Steven and Elise Dayan

- In honor of Joshua becoming a Bar Mitzvah

and with appreciation to Rabbi Schwab -
David Gross and Lisa Newman-Gross

- In honor of Betty Rozenfeld's 90th birthday -
Phyllis Gimpel
- In honor of Joe Rosen's 100th birthday -

Miriam Becerra

- In honor of Nicole becoming a Bat Mitzvah
and with appreciation to Rabbi Schwab -
Mitch and Sari Kovitz

- In honor of Nicole Paige Kovitz becoming a
Bat Mitzvah - Dick and Hinda Shamberg

- In honor of Ruth Lion and David
Rosenbloom - Bess Finch

- In honor of the Karmin-Bernstein wedding

and with appreciation to Rabbi Schwab -
Mark and Judith Karmin

- In honor of Sue Cohen's birthday - Marty,

Carolyn and Laura Karbin

- In honor of the marriage of Carol and
Bob Ruderman's daughter Becky to Adam
Kusovitsky - Jeffrey and Michele Glass

- In honor of the naming of our baby, Noa -
Todd and Jennifer Deutch

- In honor of the Rubenstein's daughter's
marriage and the birth of their grandson -
Phyllis Gimpel

- In honor of Jake becoming a Bar Mitzvah
and with appreication to Rabbi Schwab -
Kim and Eric Ephraim

- In memory of Arthur Kramer, beloved father -
Thomas and Harriet Stiller

- In memory of Barbara Golden, beloved mother,
on her yartzeit - Scott and Maureen Chaikin

- In memory of Barbara Stepen, beloved mother
and grandmother - Rob and Daphna Stepen

- In memory of Bea Saks, beloved mother and
with appreciation to Rabbi Schwab - Stephen
Rheinstrom and Jori Saks

January -February 2014/ Tevet-Adar | 5774 22



Todah Rabbah

Rabbi Schwab's Discretionary Fund
(continued)

- In memory of Bernard Hirsch, beloved
husband - Adele Hirsch

- In memory of Dr. Zayne S. Wilk, beloved
brother - Roger and Ronnie Wilk

- In memory of Emmanuel Rich, beloved

father - Sheila Olshansky

- In memory of Esther Center, beloved mother of

Robert Center - Linda and Wayne Goldstein

- In memory of Frank Igolka, beloved
grandfather - Ellen and Steven Lasin

- In memory of Herb Isaacs, beloved brother -
Myron and Susan Block

- In memory of Ignacio Fried, beloved father -
Edward and Sari Salinas

- In memory of Irv Spiegelman, beloved father
of Marcy Dolins - Earl and Rochelle Rubinoff

- In memory of Irv Spiegelman, beloved father -

Mitchell and Marcy Dolins
- In memory of Joseph Wexler, beloved
grandfather - Paul and Eileen Goldstein
- In memory of Leona K. Wilk, beloved
mother - Roger and Ronnie Wilk
- In memory of Louis Baskin, beloved father -
Laurence and Corinne Baskin
- In memory of Louis Berman, beloved father -
Magdalena and Leon Fox
- In memory of Mae Olshansky, beloved
mother-in-law - Sheila Olshansky
- In memory of Martin Spieler, beloved
husband - Anita Spieler

- In memory of Miriam and Gordon Klasky,
beloved mother and father - Bennett Klaksy

- In memory of Mose Winick, beloved father -
Adrian and Linda Winick

- In memory of Natalie A. Bernstein, beloved
sister - Robert and Sharon Abrams

- In memory of Rose and Louis Berman, beloved
mother and father - Leon and Leslie Fox

- In memory of Rose Kramer, beloved mother -
Thomas and Harriet Stiller

- In memory of Ruth Lazar, beloved aunt -
Renee Miller

- In memory of Sheldon Fox, beloved father
- Leon and Leslie Fox
- Magdalena and Leon Fox

- Wishing a complete and speedy recover to Malka
Dodi bat Sara Pesha - Marvin and Sara Siegel

- With appreciation for High Holiday Services
- Michael and Karen Kesner
- Richard and Sharon Schwab

- With appreciation to Rabbi Michael Schwab
- Robin Shartiag
- Gregory Pestine and Naomi Wexler
- Jonathan and Francine Sherman
- Andrew and Laurie Hochberg
- With appreciation to Rabbi Schwab for his
Wednesday morning classes - Ernest Smolen
- With appreciation to Rabbi Schwab for the
naming of our granddaughter Lucy - Rinna
and Eric Maletsky
- With appreciation to Rabbi Schwab on the

naming of our daughter, Lucy - Stephanie
and Greg Maletsky

Hazzan Discretionary Fund - In honor of Josh becoming a Bar Mitzvah
and with appreciation to Hazzan Goller
- Mark and Ilene Gross

- David Gross and Lisa Newman-Gross

- In honor of Alexandra becoming a Bat
Mitzvah and with appreciation to Hazzan
Goller - Steven and Elise Dayan

- In honor of Jake becoming a Bar Mitzvah
and with appreciation to Hazzan Goller -
Kim and Eric Ephraim

- In honor of Nicole becoming a Bat Mitzvah
and with appreciation to Hazzan Goller -
Mitch and Sari Kovitz

- In memory of Carla Bromberg - Michael and
Sara Sher

- In memory of Cheryl Golden - The Bradley
Gordon Family

- In memory of Esther Center, beloved mother
and with appreciation to Hazzan Goller -
Robert and Iris Center

- In memory of Irv Spiegelman, beloved father -
Mitchell and Marcy Dolins

- In memory of Nathan Goldstein, M.D.,
beloved father - Paul and Eileen Goldstein

- With appreciation for High Holiday Services -
Michael and Karen Kesner

- With appreciation to Hazzan Goller and my
Sukkot visit - Bonnie Barest
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We are grateful for the following contributions:

Hazzan Discretionary Fund
(continued)

- With appreciation to Hazzan Goller for all his
efforts and in gratitude for honors which I
have received - Ernest Smolen

- With appreciation to Hazzan Goller for his
support - Bernice Saks

- With appreciation to Hazzan Goller for the
baby naming of our granddaughter, Hannah -
Karen and Michael Kesner

Adolph M. and Lottye Jacobson
Israel Endowment Scholarship Fund

- In memory of Adolph Jacobson, beloved
father - Lawrence and Sharon Dubin

- In memory of Anita West, beloved wife,
mother and grandmother - Martin and
JoAnn Jacobson

- In memory of Kenneth Fenchel, beloved
husband, father and grandfather - Martin
and JoAnn Jacobson

Andrew and Gail Brown Technology
Endowment Fund

- In honor of Fran Sherman, Joann Blumberg
Axelrod, and Steve Abrams for Simchat Torah
honors - Andrew and Gail Brown

Ann and Jack Weinberg Holocaust
Education Endowment Fund

- In memory of Jack Weinberg, beloved father
and Zaide - Joel and Pearl Kagan

Ba'al Korei Fund

- In honor of the Ba'al Korei Institute and the
wonderful Shabbat to all who participated
and organized it - Sandy Starkman, Larry, Uri
and Avram Pachter

- In memory of Dr. Nachum Raphaeli, beloved
father - Robin Shartiag

- In memory of Hazzan Alan Smolen, beloved
son - Ernest Smolen

- Wishing a complete and speedy recover to Sandi
Turner - Richard and Pamela Schlosberg

Ben and Marion Drachler Israel
Scholarship Endowment Fund

- In memory of Bella Drachler Tesler, beloved
sister - Dr. and Mrs. Michael Drachler

Bernard H. Sokol Hebrew High
School Fund

- In memory of Isaac Szlamkowicz, beloved
uncle of Michelle Krawitz
- The Hendler Family
- Loren and Bob Silvers

Cal and Lana Eisenberg Halomdim
Endowment Fund

- In memory of Isadore Eisenberg, beloved
father - Calvin and Lana Eisenberg

- In memory of Jerome Cohen, beloved father -
Calvin and Lana Eisenberg

- In memory of Mary Cohen, beloved mother -
Calvin and Lana Eisenberg

Capital Improvement Fund

- In honor of the engagement of Angelica
Marconi to Lawrence Zweig - Annette and
Gerald Blumberg

- In memory of Albert Levin, beloved father -
Marcy and Kenneth Levin

- In memory of Gerri Wohlstadter, beloved
mother of Jeffrey Wohlstadter
- Annette and Gerald Blumberg
- Marcy and Kenneth Levin
- Karen and Michael Kesner
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Capital Improvement Fund
(continued)

- In memory of Joseph Yesinick, beloved uncle
of Chuck Kahalnik - Nancy and Larry Kekst
- In memory of Miriam Becker, beloved mother

of Richard Becker
- Karen and Michael Kesner

- Steven and Frances Shapiro

- Wishing a complete and speedy recover ro Lois
Janger - Marcy and Kenneth Levin

- With appreciation to Annette and Jerry
Blumberg for a beautiful Sukkah reception -
Rhoda Levine

Continuing Education Fund

- In honor of Mona Fishbane's new book -
Steven and Merle Tovian

- In honor of Rosh Hashana dinner with Joel
and Frances Rabinowitz - Marjorie Wilder

- In memory of Bea Saks, beloved mother of
Joir Saks and beloved grandmother of David
and Julie Rheinstrom - Elise and Ira Frost

- In memory of Gerrie Wohlstadler, beloved
mother of Jeffrey Wohlstadter
- Sandy Starkman, Larry, Uri and Avram Pachter
- Ira and Elise Frost

- In memory of Joseph Yesinick, beloved uncle
of Chuck Kahalnik - Sandy Starkman, Larry,
Uri and Avram Pachter

- In memory of Shulamit Kahana, beloved
mother - Dov and Eileen Kahana

- With appreciation for Simchat Torah honors -
Sandy Starkman, Larry, Uri and Avram Pachter

Earl Linch Memorial Holocaust
Education Endowment Fund

- In memory of Earl Lynch, beloved husband -
Linch Family

Edward S. Frank Israel Study
Memorial Endowment Fund

- In memory of Gerrie Wohlstadter, beloved mother

of Jeffrey Wohlstadter - Paulette Margulies

Glass/Goldman Endowment
Program Fund

- In memory of Babette Millner, beloved mother

of Robert Millner - Ellen and Phillip Glass

Holocaust Memorial Endowment
Fund

- In memory of Alexander Turner, beloved
father - Amos and Edith Turner

- In memory of Miriam Galerkin, beloved
mother - Amos and Edith Turner

- With appreciation - Eugene Terry

Israel Scholarship Endowment
Fund

- In honor of Bryna and Rabbi Vernon Kurtz's

daughter, Shira's engagement to Avi Kaufman -

Wendy and Steve Abrams

Jack and Mae Gray Cultural and
Learning Center Fund

- In memory of Babette Millner, beloved
mother of Robert Millner - Howard and
Sandi Turner

- In memory of Gerrie Wohlstadter, beloved
mother of Jeffrey Wohlstadter - Howard and
Sandi Turner

- Wishing a complete and speedy recover to
Gerald Schachter and his wife - Howard and
Sandi Turner
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Jack and Mildred Cohen - In honor of Joe Rosen's 100th birthday - - In memory of Malka Hakimian, beloved
Relgious School Fund Char Marrano mother - Sidney and Batya Retsky
- In memory of Mildred Cohen, beloved - In memory of Martin Melinger, beloved father
mother - Howard and Lois Hirschfield of Michael Melinger - The Hendler Family
- In memory of Myndel Rubin, beloved - Wishing a complete and speedy recover ro Jack
mother - Stuart and Marlene Senescu Blumberg - Howard and Sandi Turner
- In memory of David Hakimian, beloved - Wishing a complete and speedy recover o Jackie
brother - Sidney and Batya Retsky Levine's parents - Howard and Sandi Turner

- In memory of Lorraine Tursky, beloved
mother - Robert and Ellen Doppelt

Joseph and Mae Gray Cultural - In honor of Jacob Ephraim becoming a Bar - In memory of Lois Hirsch, beloved mother -
and Learning Center Fund Mitzvah - Andrew and Gail Brown Gary Gordon and Marilyn Hirsch
- In honor of our grandson, Isaac Hope becoming - In memory of Mark Stark, beloved father -
a Bar Mitzvah - Neal and Cynthia Toback Natalie Weinstein
- In honor of Sue Cohen's 50th birthday - - In memory of Sylvia Feinberg, beloved
Joseph and Susan Adler mother - Michael and Susan Millenson
- In memory of Arthur DeBofsky, beloved - In memory of Thelma Klein - Sandra Becker
husband; and Sheila Kunik, beloved sister -
Greta DeBofsky
Kopin Family Fund for Children's - In memory of Al Kopin, beloved husband of
T'filot Education Endowment Fund Myrna Kopin - Sandy Starkman, Larry, Uri

and Avram Pachter

Kurtz Family Youth Endowment - In honor of Bryna and Rabbi Vernon Kurtz's - In memory of Frank Gula, beloved uncle -
Fund daughter, Shira's engagement to Avi Kaufman - Rabbi Vernon and Bryna Kurtz
Mae and Mark Spitz - With appreciation - Dolly Nast

- In memory of Bernard C. Kurtz, beloved
father — Rabbi Vernon and Bryna Kurtz

Maot Chittim Fund - In honor of Sue Cohen's 50th birthday - - In honor of the birth of Benjamin Emmanuel
David Schwartz and Renee Hirsch Rubenstein - Lee and Marlene Rubenstein
Maxwell Abbell Library Fund - In honor of Art's special birthday, with love - - In memory of Bernice Gordon, beloved
Ruth Katz mother of Gary Gordon - Gary Gordon and
- In honor of Beth El, Wishing everyone a Marilyn Hirsch
happy, healthy and prosperous New Year. - - In memory of Rabbi Abraham ]. Mesch,
Michael Pinzur beloved father - Nissah Mattenson
- In honor of Naomi and Greg Pestine’s - In memory of Sylvia Tovian, beloved mother
marriage - Gerry Kaplan of Steven Tovian - Tuler Family
- In memory of Avram Shoshana Tovian on her - With appreciation to Chuck Kahalnik for
16th Yahrzeit - Sandy Starkman, Larry, Uri his help with Joshua Gross's Bar Mitzvah -
and Avram Pachter David Gross and Lisa Newman-Gross
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Mindy and Jeff Gordon and Family
Unrestricted Endowment Fund

- In honor of Amos Turner's moving stories from
"Out of Chaos" - Lawrence and Abby Block

- In honor of the marriage of Moshe Stiebel to
Laura Barnett - Lawrence and Abby Block

- In honor of the marriage of Myrna Kopin's
granddaughter, Samantha, to Yonathan
Silverman - Lawrence and Abby Block

- In honor of the marriage of Steve and Sara
Coven's son, Avi, to Melody - Lawrence and

Abby Block

- In honor of the naming of the Simon's
great-granddaughter, Julia Lynn Eisenberg -
Lawrence and Abby Block

- In honor of the engagement of Abby and
Larry Block's grandson, Matthew Gordon, to
Shoshana Indenbaum
- Andrew and Gail Brown
- Ruth Lion and David Rosenbloom

- In honor of the engagement of Mindy and
Jeff Gordon's son, Matthew, to Shoshana
Indenbaum - Ruth Lion and David Rosenbloom

Minyan Service Fund - In honor of Jake becoming a Bar Mitzvah
and with appreciation to Mark Stadler - Kim

and Eric Ephraim

- In honor of the morning minyan services -
Dr. Jess Schessel

- In honor of William Siskel on the occasion of

his birthday - Marlene Iglitzen, Kate, Callie
and Will Siskel

- In memory of Albert Massey, beloved husband -

Jeanette Massey

- In memory of Betty Fink, beloved mother -
William and Sharon Gertz

- In memory of Alexander Turner, beloved
father - Amos and Edith Turner

- In memory of Arthur J. Raymek, beloved
brother - Joyce Pollack

- In memory of Dr. Arnold Goldstein, beloved
friend - Gerald Frank

- In memory of Estelle Weitzman, beloved
mother - Keith and Cheryl Weitzman

- In memory of Eva Geiderman, beloved

mother-in-law - Ruth Geiderman

- In memory of Fanny Gertz, beloved mother -
William and Sharon Gertz

- In memory of George B. Dunn, beloved
father - Wallace Dunn

- In memory of Harold Goodman, beloved
father - Paul and Michelle Pessis

- In memory of Harry Dolansky, beloved father
and grandfather - Sanford and Glenda Mason

- In memory of Irwin Wygodny, beloved friend -
Gerald Frank

- In memory of Joseph . Lipsman, beloved
father - William and Wendy Lipsman

- In memory of loved ones - Larry R. Goldstein

- In memory of Michael Simkin, beloved
friend - Gerald Frank

- In memory of Myra Wolf, beloved wife -
Herbert Wolf

- In memory of N. Arthur Rubinoff, beloved
father

- Lynn Weitz

- Earl and Rochelle Rubinoff

- In memory of Ruth Dolansky, beloved
mother and grandmother - Sanford and
Glenda Mason

- In memory of Ruth Scheinman, beloved
grandmother - David and Barbara Lansing

- In memory of Sam Delcey, beloved friend -
Gerald Frank

- In memory of Samuel J. Rubin, beloved
father - Stuart and Marlene Senescu

- In memory of Sherwin Geiderman, beloved

friend - Gerald Frank

- Wishing a complete and speedy recovery ro
Darryl Temkin - Debbi and Ira Rosenberg

- With appreciation for my galilah honor -
Felissa Kreindler

- With appreciation to Stephen Levin, for all of
his professional time on our behalf. - Mark
Fasman and Jack Fasman

Music Fund - In honor of the engagement of Matt Gordon
to Shoshana Indenbaum - Annette and Gerald

Blumberg

- In memory of Melvin Isaacs, beloved brother
of Herb Isaacs - Annette and Gerald Blumberg
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We are grateful for the following contributions:

NSSBE Special Gifts Fund

- In memory of Irving and Ida Wenger,
beloved father and mother - Marvin Wenger

- With appreciation - Donald M. Ephraim Family

Paul S. and Sylvia Steinberg
Pre-School Fund

- In honor of Jessica and Daniel's wedding -
Steinberg Pre-School Staff

- In memory of Burton Katz, beloved father-
in-law of Cori Katz - Dubim Pre-School class

- In memory of Molly and David Wolpert,
beloved mother and father - Maletsky Family

Prayer Book Fund

- In honor of Bert Hamilton's birthday -
Melvin and Hedy Sered

- In honor of Bryna and Rabbi Vernon
Kurtz's daughter, Shira's engagement to Avi
Kaufman - David and Barbara Lansing

- In honor of Sue Cohen's 50th birthday -
Steven and Frances Shapiro

- In honor of the birth of Benjamin Emmanuel
Rubenstein - Lee and Marlene Rubenstein

- In honor of the wedding of Dena and Zach

Fox - Lee and Marlene Rubenstein

- In memory of Alfred Feller, beloved husband,
father, and grandfather - Annette Feller

- In memory of Arthur Schwartz - Steven and
Frances Shapiro

- In memory of Carla Rosenblum - Steven and
Frances Shapiro

- In memory of Dorothy Schneider, beloved
mother - Charlotte Tayne Avraham

- In memory of Elmer E. Fox, beloved father -
Allan and Hilary Greenberg

- In memory of Elsie and Harry Rubenstein,
beloved parents and grandparents - Lee and
Marlene Rubenstein

- In memory of Florence Bearak, beloved
mother; and Walter Levy, beloved father -
Marvin and Renee Bearak

- In memory of Gerrie Wohlstadter, beloved
mother of Jeffrey Wohlstadter - Steven and
Frances Shapiro

- In memory of Harry and Elsie Rubenstein,
beloved parents and grandparents - Lee and
Marlene Rubenstein

- In memory of Hazzan Julius Ulman, beloved
father - Lillian Charney

- In memory of Herbert Gross, beloved
husband and Gertrude T. Gross, beloved
sister - Alice Gross

- In memory of Howard Wittenerg, beloved
husband - Iris Wittenberg

- In memory of Jack P. Frost, beloved husband -
Allene Frost

- In memory of Jeanette Ulman, beloved
mother - Lillian Charney

- In memory of Louis Berman, beloved father -
Leon and Leslie Fox

- In memory of Mabelle Schero, beloved
mother - Allene Frost

- In memory of Max Wittenberg, beloved
father-in-law - Iris Wittenberg

- In memory of Max Zar, beloved father - Leon
and Wendy Zar

- In memory of Mindy Sterns and Sylvia Luber -
David and Joyce Dlugie

- In memory of Moshe and Chana Mirman,
beloved father and mother - Elliot and Doris
Mirman

- In memory of Norman Edidin, beloved
husband - Evelyn Edidin

- In memory of Philip Zand, beloved husband -
Frances Lee Zand
- In memory of Rebecca Finkelstein - Steven

and Frances Shapiro

- In memory of Sheldon Fox, beloved father -
Leon and Leslie Fox

- With appreciation for Yizkor-Shemini Atzeret -
Burton and Sharon Behm

Ritual Refurbishment Fund

- In honor of Bert Hamilton's special birthday -
Jack and Barbara Blumberg
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Todah Rabbah

Sarah and Henry Stiebel Schechter
Endowment Fund

- In memory of Sidney Starkman, Mildred
Lashinsky Starkman and Annette Berg on
Yom Kippur and Shemini Atzeret-Yizkor.

- Sandy Starkman, Larry, Uri & Avram Pachter
- Hollen Reischer

- In honor of Mayer and Cara Mandansky
Stiebel - Sandy Starkman and Larry Pachter

Sokol Hebrew High School Special
Programs Endowment Fund

- In memory of Leonard Sarnat, beloved
husband; Gus Schwartz, beloved father; Dena
Sarnat, beloved mother-in-law - Judith Sarnat

Special Gifts Fund

- In honor of Fran Sherman's special Simchat
Torah honor - Michael and Karen Kesner

- In honor of Joanne Blumberg Axelrod's
special Simchat Torah honor - Michael and
Karen Kesner

- In honor of Steve Abrams special Simchat
Torah honor - Michael and Karen Kesner

- In honor of the birth of Pam and Richard
Schlosberg's granddaughter - Michael and
Karen Kesner

- In memory of Dina Field, beloved mother -
Phillip and Sandra Cooper

- In memory of Leona Swirsky, beloved sister
of Zella Ludwig
- Michael and Karen Kesner
- Bob and Millie Weber

- In memory of our beloved parents - Sidney
and Batya Retsky

- In memory of Rosetta Rosenblatt, beloved
mother - Marvin and Joyce Juron

- In memory of Shirley Nyeste, beloved mother -
James Nyeste and Marla Hand

- In memory of Stephen Nyeste, beloved father -
James Nyeste and Marla Hand

- In memory of Harry W. Rubinoff, beloved
brother of Earl Rubinoff - Howard and Merle
Simon

Staff Recognition Fund

- With appreciation - Thanks for a great year! -
Andrew and Gail Brown

- With appreciation to all of Beth El's
wonderful staff - Lisa and Jeff Rosenkranz

Youth Community Fund

- In honor of Alan Silberman being recognized
as outstanding Jewish Leader by Masorti
Olami - Bobbie and Len Tenner

- In memory of Gerrie Wohlstadter beloved
mother of Jeffrey Wohlstadter - Bobbie and
Len Tenner

- In memory of Melvin Isaacs, dear beloved
brother - Len and Bobbie Tenner

- In memory of Myron Hirsch, beloved father -
Gary Gordon & Marilyn Hirsch

- In memory of Joseph Yesinick, beloved uncle

of Chuck Kahalnik - Brad and Marcie Pickard

- With appreciation to Eliezer Krumbein for his
counsel and assistance - Steven and Frances
Shapiro

- With appreciation to Noreen Ohcana for your
assistance with our family members during
the baby naming - Karen and Michael Kesner
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Dr. Jonathan Z.S. Pollack

Sunday, March 2

10:00am

North Suburban Synagogue Beth El

From Ot Azoy to Utt-da-zay describes how Black singers in the early
to mid-20th century used Yiddish to convey a sense of solidarity with
Jewish people while using Yiddish as a slangy mockery of Yiddish
speakers. The program will feature samples of music from performers
like Cab Calloway, Paul Robeson, and others.

Jonathan Z.S. Pollack earned his A.B. in History from the University

of Michigan, and his M.A. and Ph.D. in History from the University of
Wisconsin. Since 1998, he has been a full-time Instructor in History

at Madison Area Technical College. He has held several honorary
fellowships at the University of Wisconsin—in the Institute for Research
in the Humanities from 2007 to 2012, and in the Mosse/Weinstein
Center for Jewish Studies since 2012. Pollack's research focuses on the
development of small Jewish communities in the midwestern United
States and Jewishness in popular culture.

For more information, please contact Hazzan Goller.

BETH EL CHORALE SINGS AT GIDWITZ CENTER — ‘ e —

This year, as in the past, the Beth El Chorale was invited to
entertain at the Gidwitz Center in Northbrook. On Sunday
afternoon, December 15th, the Chorale, together with
additional Beth El members who participated, presented

a very enjoyable program to the residents. The program
included songs in Hebrew, Yiddish and English. Many of
the residents who were familiar with the words or music
sang along or clapped their hands. This was not a Hanukkah
concert as that holiday had already passed, but the songs
were cheerful and rousing to the enjoyment of everyone.

The Chorale is directed by Hazzan Goller and was accompanied by
Danny Kahn at the piano. Singing were: Les Blau, Gail Brenner, Dottie
Felder, Rhonda Glass, Beth Grey, Leslie Fox, Cynthia Hirch, Julie Isaacson,
Larry Leviton, Irene Savine, Karen Singer, Caryn Sedloff, Gail Scully and
Ernie Smolen. The ensemble enjoyed singing and mixed with the residents
following the performance. The group was already invited to return next
year or any time sooner. Anyone who is interested in joining the Beth El
Chorale is invited. Just contact Hazzan Goller for additional information.
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 Rosh Hodesh Adarl
8:50am Shabbat Services
and Choir
Bar Mitzvah—Isaac Hope
10:00am Hey Family Services
4:30pm Mincha /Ma'ariv
5:42 pm Shabbat Ends
2 3 4 5 6 7 8
Continuing Education Continuing Education Continuing Education Continuing Education Continuing Education 4:53pm Candle Lighting 8:50am Shabbat Services
8:30am Men's Club World Used Book Sale 3:30pm Terrific Tuesdays Used Book Sale 8:00pm Ba'al Korei Board Mtg. | 6:15pm Kabbalat Shabbat Bat Mitzvah—Hannah Lerner
Wide Wrap 8:00pm CEC Meeting 7:45pm Sisterhood Board Mtg.| 7:00pm Hartman Institute 10:00am Hey Family Services
9:30am Bagels for Your Brains Lecture 4:45pm Dalet Suedah Havdalah
4:45pm Mincha/Ma'ariv
5:58 pm Shabbat Ends
6:30pm Havdalah Dinner and
Movie
9 10 11 12 13 14 15
Continuing Education Continuing Education Continuing Education Continuing Education Continuing Education 5:02pm Candle Lighting 8:50am Shabbat Services
Used Book Sale 8:00pm Board of Education Mtg,| 6:00pm Pre-School Shema 8:00pm Executive Committee | 6:15pm Kabbalat Shabbat Bat Mitzvah—Helen Spellberg
9:00am Social Action Mitzvah PJ Party 4:45pm Mincha /Ma'ariv
Day 6:07pm Shabbat Ends
16 17 President's Day 18 19 20 21 22
9:30am Bagels for Your Brains | Continuing Education Continuing Education Continuing Education Continuing Education 5:11pm Candle Lighting 8:50am Shabbat Services
10:00am Film Screening: 8:00pm Ritual Committee Mtg.| 8:00pm House Committee Mtg. 6:15pm Kabbalat Shabbat Bat Mitzvah—Chloe Blum
Ghosts of the 3rd Reich 7:00pm Congregation Shabbat | 10:00am Hey Family Services
Dinner 12:45pm Sisterhood Torah
Fund Book Club
5:00pm Mincha /Ma'ariv
6:16 pm Shabbat Ends
7:00pm Pre-School Fundraiser
23 24 25 26 27 28 Mar 1
Continuing Education Continuing Education Continuing Education Continuing Education Continuing Education 5:00pm Jeans and Jammies | 8:50am Shabbat Services
9:30am Bagels for Your Brains | 7:30pm Men's Club Board Mtg. 8:00pm Board of Directors Mtg. | 5:20pm Candle Lighting Bat Mitzvah—Emma Tenner
6:15pm Kabbalat Shabbat 10:00am Hey Family Services

5:15pm Mincha/Ma'ariv
6:27pm Shabbat Ends

NSSBE Staff

Vernon Kurtz, Rabbi
Michael Schwab, Rabbi
Larry B. Goller, Hazzan
Mark Stadler, Ritual Director
Chuck Kahalnik, Executive Director

Alicia Gejman, Director of Formal Education

Caron Knopoft, Pre-School Director

Ali Drumm, Director of Informal Education

Rachel Kamin, Director of the Cultural and Learning Center

Nancy Kekst, Development Manager

Samantha Isenstein, Youth Community Director
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 New Year's Day 2 Rosh Hodesh Shevat | 3 4
8:45am Morning Minyan 7:00am Morning Minyan 4:12pm Candle Lighting 8:50am Shabbat Services
6:15pm Kabbalat Shabbat 4:15pm Mincha/Ma'ariv
5:17 pm Shabbat Ends
5 6 7 8 9 10 1
Continuing Education Continuing Education Continuing Education Continuing Education 4:19pm Candle Lighting 8:50am Shabbat Services
8:00pm Board of Education Mtg. 7:00pm Hartman Institute 2:00pm Afternoon at the Movies | 6:15pm Kabbalat Shabbat Bar Mitzvah—Noah Braverman
Lecture 8:00pm Executive Meeting 9:15am Beit Midrash Minyan
12:30pm Kiddush Club
12:45pm Sisterhood Torah
Fund Book Club
4:15pm Mincha/Ma'ariv
5:24pm Shabbat Ends
7:00pm Men's Club Game Night
12 13 14 15 16 TuB'Shevat 17 18
Continuing Education Continuing Education Continuing Education Continuing Education Continuing Education 4:27pm Candle Lighting 8:50am Shabbat Services
10:00am From Ot Azoy to 8:00pm CLC Meeting 6:45pm Men's Club Scotch 6:15pm Kabbalat Shabbat Bat Mitzvah—Madison Hahamy
Utt-da-zay 8:00pm Ritual Committee Mtg. Tasting Mincha Bar Mitzvah—Garrett
4:00pm Rosh Hodesh Program Hahamy
4:15pm Mincha/Ma'ariv
5:32pm Shabbat Ends
19 20 MLK Jr Day 21 22 23 24 25
Continuing Education Continuing Education Continuing Education Continuing Education Continuing Education 4:35pm Candle Lighting 8:50am Shabbat Services
9:30am Bagels for Your Brains| 7:45pm Men's Club Board Mtg.| 12:30pm Sisterhood Board Mtg.| 8:30am Men's Club Business | 8:00pm Board of Directors Mtg. | 6:15pm Kabbalat Shabbat Bar Mitzvah—Joshua Pickard
7:45pm AIPAC Networking 3:30pm Shabbat Open Gym
8:00pm House Committee Mtg. 4:30pm Havdalah Celebration
4:30pm Mincha/Ma'ariv
5:37pm Shabbat Ends
26 27 28 29 30 31 Rosh Hodesh Adar|
Continuing Education Continuing Education Continuing Education Continuing Education Continuing Education Used Book Sale
9:30am Bagels for Your Brains| 7:45pm Men's Club Board Mtg. 7:00am Morning Minyan
4:37pm Candle Lighting
6:15pm Kabbalat Shabbat
6:15pm Bet Kabbalat Service

/5

Camp Scholarships are Available!

The Beth El Scholarship Fund announces that scholarship aid is available for families
whose children will attend Camp Ramah or other approved Jewish Camps.

Please call Lennie Kay at the synagogue office at 847-432-8900 x221 for an

N

application and more information. All applications must be received no later than
March 28, 2014,



