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סוכות
שמחת

The great Roman philosopher Cicero wrote, “Gratitude is not only the 
greatest of virtues, but the parent of all the others.” This statement, in 
fact, reflects a very Jewish sentiment that we would be wise to consider 
seriously.  Gratitude, in fact, underlies our very belief system. At the core of 
our tradition is faith in God. One of the implications of such a belief is that 
if God is our creator, the natural endowments and blessings we received at 
birth are not a credit to us, but to our Maker. The gift of our intelligence 
was not our doing. The physical prowess we may have been born with, 
endowed by another source. Our creativity, a blessing we received. We can 
choose to cultivate our gifts, or ignore them. We can use them for good, or 
for evil. Therein lies the measurement for a life well lived. However, the 
existence of so many blessings in our lives, including the physical world in 
which we live, cannot be credited to us. Such a realization should lead one 
to appreciation – to a sense of gratitude for our lives.

Our great teacher Rabbi Abraham Joshua Heschel argued that the 
principal characteristic of the religious life is a sense of wonder. This posture 
toward the world is an attempt to cultivate a way of seeing and relating 
to all of Creation. Wonder broadens our awareness to include concerns 
beyond the self. It pushes us to be attentive to the quiet call of God asking 
us to enter into partnership for the betterment of the world. Wonder keeps 
aflame our awareness of what Heschel refers to as “the great fellowship of all 
beings.” And religious wonder asks that we attempt to identify the blessings 
present in our own lives, despite any of the real personal challenges that we 
may face. Thus, there is direct relationship between the acknowledgment of 
God, the wonder of the created world and the concept of gratitude.

Gratitude, therefore, is partially defined as the ability to say thank you 
to God and others, for it implicitly signifies our recognition that we are not 
at the center of the universe. It implies that we depend on each other and 
need each other's help, deepening our connections. Gratitude, then, leads to 
humility, to compassion and to kindness. It leads to a sense of fulfillment, 
peace and happiness. As Cicero stated, it is the parent of all virtues. A little 
thankfulness can indeed go a long way.

Gratitude also stands at the center of our great texts. The Torah, in 
Parshat Ki Tavo, for example, begins with the ceremony of the first fruits, 
which was to occur after the Israelites entered the land. Each of the 
Israelite farmers, upon presenting his fruits, would recite a brief summary 
of the sacred history, focusing on the descent of the patriarchal family 
to Egypt, the suffering they endured there, the exodus of the nation and 
their arrival into the land God is giving them. Our great Medieval scholar, 
Nachmanides, points out that the farmer is giving gratitude to God with the 
specific fruit he brings, acknowledging at that moment that God has blessed 
us not only with the fruit we are about to eat but as well the fulfillment of 
the promise that we will inherit the land of Israel. Gratitude is crystallized 
by the concrete offering of the fruit.

Our whole system of blessings is set up this way as well. We say a 
blessing in appreciation for all of the food we eat, fragrant smells we 
encounter, wondrous sights we see, wise people we meet and the list goes 
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Mission Statement 

We are a congregation of families and individuals who 
come together to pray, to study, and to create a warm 
and welcoming community. We seek to preserve and 
enhance our People's traditions within the context of 
Conservative Judaism. We aspire to strengthen our 
Jewish identity to meet the challenges of a changing 
environment. We endeavor to provide resources 
to help us relate to God, understand the ways of 
God and enrich the Jewish content of our lives. We 
encourage our members to serve worthwhile causes 
within our Congregation and the wider Jewish and 
world communities. We are committed to support 
Israel. We educate our children so they commit to the 
cultural, spiritual, and ethical values of our People.

From the Desk  
of Rabbi Schwab

תורה
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Let's Be Thankful for Gratitude 
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on. The pages of our prayer book are filled with 
praises – thanks to God. “Tov Lehodot Lashem”, 
the Psalmist says, “It is a privilege (good) to 
thank God.” For we have so much for which 
to be thankful! So as Thanksgiving approaches 
and Hanukkah after that, when we sit together 
to eat or to exchange gifts, let's take a little 
time, or maybe a lot, to thank God for what 
we have and to thank each other for being in 
our lives.  And in so doing release all of the 
wonderful blessings a little gratitude can inspire. 
Happy Thanksgiving!  

Looking for the “right” college is often an overwhelming 
process for the whole family. Jewish U is here to help as 
we spend some time exploring what “right” means as 
we view the college search process within the context 
of Jewish questions and values.

Join us for a panel discussion led by Michael Simon, 
Executive Director of Northwestern Hillel and including 
Merle Spielman, CJHS College Counselor, private 
college counselors, current college students and Jewish 
professionals to help answer your questions about how 
to choose the place that’s right for you!  

Parents and students are invited to this program free of 
charge. For more information or to RSVP, contact Ali 
Drumm at adrumm@nssbethel.org.

From the Desk of Rabbi Schwab

Shabbat Schedule  See calendar for times.

Shabbat, October 6 
Shabbat Hol Hamoed Sukkot
Torah: Exodus 33:12 – 34:26
Maftir: Numbers 29:26 – 31 
Haftarah: Ezekiel 38:18 – 39:16 
                  
Shabbat, October 13
Birkat Ha'Hodesh
Parashat Bereshit
Torah: Genesis 1:1 – 6:8
Haftorah: Isaiah 42:5 – 43:10
                          
Shabbat, October 20 
Rosh Hodesh Elul
Parashat Noah
Torah: Genesis 6:9 – 11:32 
Haftorah: Isaiah 54:1 – 55:5
               
Shabbat, October 27
Parashat Lekh L'Kha
Torah: Genesis 12:1 – 17:27 
Haftorah: Isaiah 40:27 – 41:16
  
   
  

Shabbat, November 3
Parashat Vayera
Torah: Genesis 18:1 – 22:24 
Haftorah: II Kings 4:1 – 37 
        
Shabbat, November 10 
Birkat HaHodesh
Parashat Haye Sarah
Torah: Genesis 23:1 – 25:18 
Haftorah: I Kings 1:1 – 31 
       
Shabbat, November 17
Parashat Toldot
Torah: Genesis 25:19 – 28:9  
Haftorah: Malakhi 1:1 – 2:7
    
Shabbat, November 24 
Parashat Vayetze
Torah: Genesis 28:10 – 32:3 
Haftorah: Hosea 12:13 – 14:10 

Monday through Friday 
Mornings, 7:15am

Sunday through Thursday        
Evenings, 7:30pm

Sunday and Legal Holiday     
Mornings, 8:45am

Rosh Hodesh 
Mornings, 7:00am

Services are conducted by: 
Rabbi Vernon H. Kurtz, 
Rabbi Michael Schwab,
Hazzan Larry B. Goller

11:00am Every Shabbat 

Tot Shabbat/Mini Minyan B'yachad
Services for families with  
children 2nd grade and younger

Junior Congregation 
Services for students in 3rd - 5th grade

Jewish U:
Approaching the 
College Search
Process with a 
Jewish Lens

Coming Soon!

Sunday, October 14, 2012 
4:00-6:00pm
Blumberg Auditorium
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The High Holy Days have just finished up 
and it's worth an inch or two of this column 
to thank again the many many people who 
make certain that this special time for us comes 
about smoothly. The clergy's involvement is 
naturally evident, but, behind the scenes, the 
entire staff at our Synagogue has had some 
role to play. The entire administration and 
maintenance team have been busy preparing 
seating, tickets, security, and so much more.   
School staff taught curricula tied to learning 
and participating in the rituals of the holidays, 
and have gotten ready for children's services.  
Dozens of congregant volunteers were engaged 
in participating in some way, shape or form.  
Although I took the opportunity to thank 
everyone from the bimah, I want to do it again 
here in print. I'm grateful for your efforts and I 
know I'm representing the entire congregation 
with this sentiment.

In this afterglow of our days of awe, I 
would like to recommend a terrific book that I 
completed this past summer. Sacred Trash – The 
Lost and Found World of the Cairo Geniza by 
Adina Hoffman & Peter Cole (of course, it's 
available at the Joseph and Mae Gray Cultural 
and Learning Center).  

The back cover blurb summarizes the book 
pretty well:
"In Sacred Trash, MacArthur-winning poet 
and translator Peter Cole and acclaimed 
essayist Adina Hoffman tell the story of 
the retrieval from an Egyptian geniza, or 
repository for worn-out texts, of the most 
vital cache of Jewish manuscripts ever 
discovered. This tale of buried scholarly 
treasure weaves together unforgettable 
portraits of Solomon Schechter and the other 
heroes of this drama with the explorations of 
the medieval documents themselves – letters 
and poems, wills and marriage contracts, 
Bibles, money orders, fiery dissenting 
tracts, fashion-conscious trousseaux lists, 
prescriptions, petitions, and mysterious 
magical charms. Presenting a panoramic 
view of nine hundred years of vibrant 
Mediterranean Judaism, Hoffman and Cole 
bring modern readers in to the heart of this 
little-known trove, whose contents have 
rightly been dubbed "the Living Sea Scrolls." 

One of the things that really struck me 
about the book, and why I thought I might 
mention it here, was how the elders of the Cairo 
Synagogue, eons ago, decided that virtually any 

material printed in Hebrew that made its way to 
the synagogue deserved to be deposited in the 
Synagogue's geniza. And, as scholars dissected 
these texts, how much of daily life, from birth 
through death, revolved around the Synagogue. 
While much has changed since the first text 
was deposited in the Cairo Synagogue geniza, I 
guess it's no surprise to me that there's a lot of 
similarity with how our lives can revolve around 
Beth El. From birth through death, all elements, 
all aspects, the richness and robustness of our 
lives, all and every element can be found at our 
Synagogue. A blessing indeed.

Friends, in closing, a small pitch. If you 
haven't been to the Sisterhood Gift Shop 
recently, don't hesitate! They have a phenomenal 
amount of new merchandise that is just terrific.  
We're in full swing with the b'nai mitzvah 
season and Hanukkah is just around the corner.  
I don't think you can find finer Jewish gifts 
anywhere on the North Shore.

President’s Corner
by Andrew W. Brown
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- Abra Alscher on the loss of her father, Merle Mattenson
- Robert Burack on the loss of his father, Elmer Burack
- Ruth Burack on the loss of her husband, Elmer Burack
- Ruth and Bruno Fischer on the loss of their daughter, Deborah Ann Kaplan
- Michael Froy on the loss of his mother, Phyllis Froy
- Ruth Geiderman on the loss of her husband, Sherwin Geiderman
- Maxine Greenstein on the loss of her brother, Milton Trushinsky
- Sheela Katz on the loss of her husband, A. Sidney Katz

- Mona Kravitz on the loss of her husband, Maury Kravitz
- Nissah Mattenson on the loss of her husband, Merle Mattenson
- Mark Rosenblum on the loss of his father, Richard Donald Rosenblum
- Carol Ruderman on the loss of her father, Alex Knopfler
- Robin Small on the loss of her father, Merle Mattenson
- Alan Spellberg on the loss of his mother, Susanne Spellberg 
- Rena Sternberg on the loss of her father, Alex Knopfler

Condolences To

- Nancy and Richard Becker on the marriage of their son Samuel to Rietje Gieskes
- Sara and Steve Coven on the engagement of their son, Avi to Melody Mostow
- Linda and Steve Feinstein on the marriage of their son Matthew to Carli Ryan Rustig
- Phyllis Fischel on the marriage of her son Matthew to Jacqueline Lavin 
- June Back Frydman and Morris Frydman on the marriage of their daughter Alexandra 
to Jordan Light

- Nancy and Alan Gandelman on the birth of their grandson, Noah Michael Weil	
- Sharon and Harris Goldenberg on the birth of their granddaughter
- Allison Kamen and Michael McElwee on the birth of their daughter, Molly Lillian McElwee
- Joyce Kamen and Ben Abraham on the birth of their granddaughter, Molly Lillian McElwee
- Krystyna and Arnold Kamen on the birth of their granddaughter, Molly Lillian McElwee
- Beth and Jeffrey Kopin on the engagement of their daughter, Samantha to Yoni Silverman
- Mryna Kopin on the engagement of her granddaughter, Samantha to Yoni Silverman

- Elaine and Eliezer Krumbein on the engagement of their granddaughter, Rachel to 
Todd Siegal

- Ellen and Aaron Krumbein on the engagement of their daughter, Rachel to Todd Siegal
- Judith and Michael Lavin on the marriage of their daughter Jacqueline to Matthew Fischel
- Beth and Steve Leeds on the birth of their grandson
- Michelle and Paul Pessis on the engagement of their son, Brett to Melissa Weiner
- Hilda and Arnold Reingold on the occasion of their 60th wedding anniversary
- Melvin and Roselynn Roseman on the birth of their granddaughter, Samantha Cooper King
- Melvin and Roselynn Roseman on the birth of their grandson, Noah Gordon King
- Molly and Alan Rutkoff on the birth of their grandson
- Lynn and Howard Schechter on the marriage of their son, Loren to Rebecca Brown
- Mira and Darryl Temkin on the marriage of their daughter Alison to Keith Weinberg

Congratulations To

- Phyllis Froy
- Sherwin Geiderman
- A. Sydney Katz

- Alex Knopfler
- Maury Kravitz
- Merle Mattenson

In Memoriam

- Michelle Amram 
- Amnon and Carmela Amram 
- Oren Amram 
- Seth and Ivy Bender and their daughters, Eva and Lily
- Mallory Cohen 
- Dorit Dahari and her daughters, Hila, Ophir and Shahar
- Joel and Ellen Erlichman and their children, Jacob, Sarah and Zachary
- David and Jessica Falk and their son, Ari
- Matthew and Carli Feinstein 
- Joseph and Deborah Fox Alex
- Shlomo and Rachel Garber and their children, Danielle and Sasha
- Dan and Lori Gross and their children, Addysen and Trevor
- Robert Harris and his son, Noah
- Eric and Heather Jagher and their children, Levi and Zoe
- Ronit and Ian Katznelson and their children, Sophie and Zachary
- Jason Kesner 
- Stephen and Cherylanne Kolmin 
- Jennifer Kolmin 
- Amit and Dena Koren and their children, Maya and Sivan

- Dorit Koren
- Richard Maletksy and Heidi Sachs
- Dennis and Shayna Plankar and their children, Max and Ruth
- Helen Plavnik and her children, David and Hannah
- Jay and Renee Prystowsky and their children, Jared, Jacob, Henry, and Sydney
- Loren and Rebecca Schechter 
- David and Gabrielle Rousso and their children, Justin, Lauren and Carly
- Greg and Julie Schneiderman and their children, Alex, Abby and Andrew
- Carl and Lilach Schrag and their sons, Adam, Jonathan and Ron
- Dov and Judith Shenkman and their children, Alexander and Jonathan
- Rob and Daphna Stepen and their children, Becky and Noah
- Aaron and Jamie Stronberg and their son, Mason
- Ryan and Maya Daniel-Twose and their children, Elijah and Sophie
- Brett Wilkow
- Greg Wilkow 
- Jordan Wilkow
- Phyllis Woloshin 
- Jamie and Alyssa Worshtil and their children, Andrew and Ella

We Welcome the Following New Members 
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Emma Halfin, daughter of  
Elizabeth and Simon Halfin
Shabbat, October 27

Jeremy Pascal, son of   
Deena and Keith Pascal
Shabbat, November 24

November – Cheshvan/Kislev 5773

October – Tishrei /Cheshvan 5773

Nancy Iden, daughter of   
Gail Scully and Randall Iden
Shabbat, October 20

James Gordon, son of   
Kathleen and Bradley Gordon
Shabbat, November 3

Sarah Tenner, daughter of   
Gail and Joel Tenner
Shabbat, October 13

Mark Fox, son of   
Joyce and Michael Fox
Shabbat, October 27

Lucy Cohen, daughter of   
Sue Cohen and Craig Cohen
Shabbat, November 17

Davida Goller, daughter of  Sandi 
Goller and Hazzan Larry Goller
Shabbat, November 10

Vernon Kurtz, Rabbi
Michael Schwab, Rabbi
Larry B. Goller, Hazzan
Chuck Kahalnik, Executive Director
Alicia Gejman, Director of Formal Education  
Caron Knopoff, Pre-School Director 

Mark Stadler, Ritual Director
Ali Drumm, Director of Informal Education
Rachel Kamin, Director of the Cultural and Learning Center
Nancy Kekst, Development Manager
Samantha Isenstein, Youth Community Director

NSSBE Staff
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Simchat 
Torah
pray & play
Tuesday
October 9, 2012
11:00am

Festival Services

Service Schedule – 2012/ 5773

Sunday, September 30, 2012 - Erev Sukkot
6:00pm.........................Mincha/Ma'ariv 
6:15pm.........................Candle Lighting

Monday, October 1, 2012 - Sukkot First Day
8:50am..........................Festival Service 
11:00am........................Sukkah Pray and Play  
12:00pm........................Sukkah Walk  
6:15pm.........................Mincha/Ma'ariv 
7:20pm.........................Candle Lighting	  

 

Tuesday, October 2, 2012 - Sukkot Second Day
8:50am..........................Festival Service	  
6:15pm.........................Mincha/Ma'ariv  	
7:16pm..........................Yom Tov Ends 

Sunday, October 7, 2012 - Hoshanah Rabbah/Erev 
Shemini Atzeret
6:00pm.........................Mincha/Ma'ariv
6:11pm.........................Candle Lighting

Monday, October 8, 2012 - Shemini Atzeret /Yizkor/Erev 
Simchat Torah
6:30am..........................Early Morning Service
8:50am..........................Festival Service/Yizkor
6:00pm.........................Mincha/Ma'ariv 
7:00pm.........................Family Hakafot Service
7:15pm.........................Candle Lighting 
9:00pm.........................Simchat Torah Ice Cream Social

Tuesday, October 9, 2012 - Simchat Torah
8:50am..........................Festival Service 
10:00am........................Hakafot Service
11:00am........................Simchat Torah Pray and Play  
6:00pm.........................Mincha/Ma'ariv 
7:15pm..........................Yom Tov Ends

 
 

Simchat Torah will be Tuesday, October 9. Please join 
the Congregation at this joyous occasion as we honor 
three outstanding members who have served Beth El 
in many capacities.  

Our honorees are:
Hatan Torah: Ernie Smolen
Hatan B'resheet: Darryl Temkin
Kol Ha'Nearim: Leslie Apter
	

Sukkot
pray & play
Monday
October 1, 2012
11:00am

Meet upstairs in the Zell for a combined 
Tot Shabbat/Mini-Minyan “B'Yachad” 
holiday service with songs, prayers, 
stories, and more. Stay for snacks in the 
Sukkah and the congregation's Sukkah 
Walk. Sanctuary appropriate attire 
requested. This program is geared for 
families with children in 2nd grade & 
younger but all are welcome. Questions? 
Contact Ali Drumm at 847-432-8903 
x218 or adrumm@nssbethel.org.

Meet upstairs in the Zell for a 
combined Tot Shabbat/Mini-Minyan 
“B'Yachad” holiday service with songs, 
prayers, stories, and more. Stay for 
dancing in the Sanctuary, lunch, & 
playtime on the Playground (weather 
permitting) or in the Grossinger-
Brickman Activity Center. Sanctuary 
appropriate attire requested. This 
program is geared for families with 
children in 2nd grade & younger but 
all are welcome. Questions? Contact 
Ali Drumm at 847-432-8903 x218 or 
adrumm@nssbethel.org.
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As we experience the High Holiday season together, our thoughts 
turn to tzedakah (charity) and kehillah (community). I hope you have all 
witnessed that the power of community bonding is alive at NSS Beth El. 
Each fall, we reflect upon the importance our Shul has in our lives, the 
lives of our loved ones and the community at large. We remind ourselves 
of what NSS Beth El means to us every day, in simchas (celebrations), 
sadness, education and tefillah (prayer), 365 Days A Year, and how each 
of us is impacted by the programs and services our synagogue provides.  
There is something at Beth El for everyone. And we are available 24/7/365. 
How many other places can state that?  

At NSS Beth El, you can find……..
•  Spiritually uplifting Shabbat morning services (followed by a Kiddush) 
•  Daily Minyans
•  The Bikkur Holim Society regularly visits our members who are 		
	 homebound providing them an important source of connection.  
•  Our youth groups provide a welcoming place for our children to find 	
	 camaraderie, support and good Jewish fun.  
•  Our entire congregation, young and old, have the opportunity to give 
	 back to others through our Social Action programs which help 		
	 thousands of people in need.
•  Our no-cost or low-cost educational programming reaches from the 	
	 youngest members just learning to say the blessings to our adults who 	
	 are continuing to pursue their Jewish journey.
•  For those who lost their jobs, there is the Beth El Community Network. 	
	 This amazing network has been meeting weekly to provide support, 	
	 encouragement and skill building.

We provide many other programs and functions too numerous to 
name. While many of us may not frequent NSS Beth El at other times 
during the year, we could never imagine our synagogue not being there for 
us on any given day.

And so at this time of year, it is our tradition to raise revenue in order 
to maintain the vital programs and services we provide to our members. 
This is what each year's Annual Giving programs – Chesed (Kindness) 
Dues, the Memorial Book and our Kol Nidre Appeal – are about, and we 
need 100% participation from our members in order to meet our financial 
obligations. As you ponder your year-end giving, please remember Beth El 
and know that your gift makes a difference.

With careful planning and trusted leadership, the members of our 
governing board and leaders, including me, have committed to 100% 
participation by leadership in our annual giving programs. We hope we 
can achieve that same commitment from our congregation, as we count on 
you this year to fill the gap left by dues, which only cover just under 50% 
of our annual operating budget. The other 50% comes from programs, 
endowments and your donations. It is expensive to support our amazing 
staff, to create special programming, and maintain our facility. In the last 
four years, approximately 20% of our membership is on reduced dues 
due to financial hardship; scholarship assistance for our religious schools 
has increased 150%, and we have reduced our budget by 14%. So we do, 
truly, need your help to make up the difference.

We are duty-bound under our tradition to give to the extent of our 
ability (something, anything – no matter how big or small) to help our 
Shul. The amount of your gift, while important, is not as important as 
the fact that all 100% of this community values our mission and tries to 
participate in NSS Beth El Annual Giving, a very significant and necessary 
Mitzvah which help us be there for you 24/7/365.

Nancy Kekst
Development Manager

Membership & Development

Do the math: 24/7/365 and 100%

Summer Programming at Beth El
On Saturday night, August 4th, the Sounds of 
Summer could be heard in the backyard of Beth El. 
Over 100 people from Beth El, Aitz Hayim and BJBE 
enjoyed campfire sing-along with songs in Hebrew 
and English led by Cantor Rachel Rosenberg, Cantor 
Ross Wolman, and a cameo by our own Hazzan Larry 
Goller. It was a fun evening and there have already 
been requests to repeat the program next year. 

Our first annual Beth El Summerfest had over 200 
attendees, including almost 30 volunteers staffing 
tables for their committees and departments. Families 
enjoyed the arts and crafts, music, and bounce houses 
while members of all ages browsed our activity fair to 
find out more information about our wide range of 
engagement opportunities.  

Yashar Koach to Rob Freeman, Felissa Kreindler, and 
the entire Adult and Family Programming Committee 
for adding such great events to our synagogue 
calendar. 

1

2
3

Kids play in the bounce houses 
at Summerfest

The crowd at Sounds of Summer 
enjoys the fire and music

Cantors Rachel Rosenberg and 
Ross Wolman are jamming out
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Donations are now being accepted 
for the Annual Used Book Sale, 
February 1–10, 2013. Bring in gently 
used books (secular and Judaic, adult 
and children's) to the Kaye Reading 
Room of the Gray Cultural and 
Learning Center. Proceeds from the 
Used Book Sale are used to purchase 
new materials for the Maxwell Abbell 
Library and the Pinsof Children's 
Reading Room. Receipts are available 
in the CLC.

Please refrain from donating travel 
guides and test preparation guides that 
are more than 1–2 years old as well as 
magazines, newspapers, journals, and 
textbooks.

Annual Used Book Sale

The Sisterhood Torah Fund 
Book Club will kick-off the 
year on Saturday, October 13, 
2012 after Shabbat Kiddush 
(at approximately 12:30pm) 
with a discussion of My 
Russian Grandmother and Her 
American Vacuum Cleaner by 
Meir Shalev, one of Israel's 
most celebrated novelists. 

Copies are available in the Abbell Library and from 
local public libraries and booksellers. A copy in 
the original Hebrew, Ha'Davar Haya Kacha, is also 
available in the Abbell Library and Hebrew readers 
are encouraged to check it out. The discussion will 
be facilitated by Rachel Kamin, CLC Director, and 
Alicia Gejman, NSS Beth El's Director of Formal 
Education, will provide insight into the Hebrew.

On November 17, 2012 the Sisterhood Torah Fund 
Book Club will again participate in the Spertus 

“One Book, One Community” program by reading 
and discussing One More River by Mary Glickman 
(after Shabbat Kiddush at approximately 12:30pm). 
Moving seamlessly between the 1920's and 1960's, 
this novel explores race, class, and Jewish life in 

the American South through the love story of Mickey 
Moe Levy and Laura Ann Needleman. NSS Beth El 
will host the author on Monday, December 3, 2012  
at 7:00pm.  

Mark Your Calendar

January 12, 2013 - The Marriage Artist by Andrew Winer
March 16, 2013 - The List: A Novel by Martin Fletcher
May 4, 2013 - What We Talk About When We Talk About 
Anne Frank by Nathan Englander

As part of the Robbin Scholar Weekend, Rabbi Jeffrey 
K. Salkin will speak about The Red Tent by Anita 
Diamant on December 15, 2012. Book Club members 
are invited to revisit this ground-breaking novel with 
Rabbi Salkin. Also, on Tuesday, February 12, 2013, 
the Sisterhood will have a special discussion of The 
Innocents by Francesca Segal during a brunch from 
10:00-11:30am. Watch for more details coming soon.  

You do not need to attend all of the sessions to 
participate – come to one or come to them all! A 
$36 annual donation to the Torah Fund Campaign 
is requested. Contact Marilyn Lewis, Sisterhood 
Torah Fund Vice President, at 847-433-3506 or 
marilynllewis@yahoo.com, to make your donation.

Sisterhood Torah Fund Book Club

Joseph and Mae Gray Cultural & Learning Center

Save the Date – The 3rd Annual Havdalah, Dinner and a Movie will be January 19, 2013

New Exhibit In The Rissman Family Kol Ami Museum
Sefer Hana: A Book of Woodcuts by Ellen Holtzblatt

Sefer Hana is a limited edition accordion book  
of woodcuts, hand printed on Japanese paper, that is a  
feminist and personal retelling of the biblical narrative of Hana. The book, prints, and wood blocks 
will be on display in the sanctuary entrance of the synagogue through November. Ellen Holtzblatt is 
a Chicago-based artist, working in the media of painting, drawing, printmaking and artist books.  

An all media art exhibition by Chicago artists representing the symbols, history, and customs of 
Hanukkah will be on display in the Rissman Family Kol Ami Museum from November-February.  An 
exhibit lecture will be held on Wednesday afternoon, December 5 and a reception with the artists 
will be held on Thursday evening, December 6, 2012.  Watch for more details coming soon. The Writer's Beit Midrash continues 

to meet in the Maxwell Abbell Library 
every other Wednesday morning, 
10:00-11:30am. Upcoming meetings 
are scheduled for: October 10, 
October 24, and November 7, 2012.

All fiction, non-fiction, poetry, 
memoir, and essay writers (published 
or not yet published) are welcome for 
discussions, exercises, camaraderie, 
and critique. Contact Rachel Kamin 
at rkamin@nssbethel.org or 847-432-
8903 x 242 if you would like to be 
added to the mailing list.

The following members of the Writer's 
Beit Midrash have been published 
in the 2012-2013 East on Central, 
a Journal of Arts and Letters from 
Highland Park, which is available 
for purchase at local stores: Judith 
Bernstein, Joan Groner, Sandra K. 
Strauss, and Judith MK Tepfer.  
Kol haKavod!

Writer's Beit Midrash
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Enjoying the freshness of these autumn days, it's hard to believe that Hannukah is just 
around the corner. Yes, Hannukah is early this year! And Sisterhood Gift Shop is ready 
to help you bring the light and the joy of the holiday to your home, your family, and 
your friends. 

We have a beautiful array of new merchandise to delight everyone on your gift list. We 
invite you to come and see the wonderful Judaica from noted artists like Seeka, some of 
whose work we carry is showcased here. 

Come browse our selection of plush toys for infants, jewelry, books, games, tallit clips, 
Kiddush cups and brilliantly colored Sefad Hannukah candles and one-of-a kind hostess gifts. 

You will find our Gift Shop open Sundays from 
9:00am–1:00pm; Tuesdays from 10:00am–Noon, 
and Wednesdays from 4:00–6:00pm. And we are 
always open by appointment throughout the week 
except Shabbat. Simply call our co-chairs Diane Levin 
at 847-571-5629; Sulie Holt at 847-558-3389 or 
Michelle Krawitz at 847-951-4890. 

Your purchases help to support our Beth El 
Educational Programs. We hope you will stop in and 
enjoy some inspired and fun gift shopping! 

NS Beth El Sisterhood Gift Shop – Your Resource for 
Beautiful Judaica and Gifts

Seeka Dreidel

Seeka Candlesticks

Come join us as Neil talks about his 
new book You Were Never In Chicago. 
An outsider's view of Chicago, how 
the city draws people here, where 
they make connections and claw 
upwards. It's part memoir, part 
celebration of Chicago. Roger Ebert 
called it “poetic” and “wonderful”.

Coffee and Dessert. $18 Suggested Donation. Proceeds provide 
continual support of programs at Beth El.

Please send your check, payable to North Suburban Beth El Sisterhood to: 
Barbara Hochwert, 1717 Sunnyside Avenue, Highland Park, IL, 60035.

Sisterhood Matters! Be Involved. Be Enriched. Be Inspired. 

An Evening with Neil 
Steinberg – Columnist for 
the Chicago Sun Times
Tuesday, October 16
7:30–9:30pm

On behalf of Sisterhood and my family, I would like to wish everyone 
a Sweet and Healthy New Year. We hope you enjoyed our annual Rosh 
Hashana Honey Wishes that Rachel Ferber did a super job organizing 
and distributing. Sisterhood Membership VP's Barbara Gottesman, Jodie 
Mosk and Phyllis Cohodes worked diligently this summer producing our 
new and updated membership form and letter describing some of the 
wonderful programs Sisterhood supports within our Beth El Community.   
Sisterhood is trying to reach out to all the women in Beth El, but if for 
any reason we missed you, please stop by the synagogue office or gift shop 
and pick up a bright pink Sisterhood membership form and be sure to fill 
it out and send it back to us. Sisterhood would like to see its hard earn 
fundraising dollars going back into Beth El's program by sending out our 
communication by email as much as possible. Becoming a member of 
Sisterhood and providing us with your email will help keep Sisterhood 
green. We will continue to send women updates by mail if desired, just let 
us know that as well. Look for Sisterhood updates on Beth El's website to 
stay informed and find out registration information for programs. I have 
enjoyed meeting so many of our new members already this year and we 
wanted to let you know we listened! Look for our added evening programs 
over the next few months.   

Michelle Krawitz
President Sisterhood

Sisterhood

Catch the Spirit and the Magic of Our 
Sisterhood Gift Shop!

Tree of Life Menorah
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Tuesday, November 13
Noon–2pm
For many home cooks this is kitchen terror! Make peace 
with pie and tart dough-make beautiful and flaky crusts with 
ease. Chef Laura Frankel will take the fear out of pie dough 
and enable you to forever make wonderful pies for your 
family Thanksgiving and any holiday.

Please reserve your spot by November 1st for our early bird 
special of $18.00 or pay $25.00 at the door.

Make checks out to North Suburban Beth El Sisterhood and 
either drop off in the office or mail it to: Dena Cooperman 
420 Lakeside Place, Highland Park, IL, 60035. Questions call 
Dena at 847-266-1218 or email denarscooperman@yahoo.com

Maj Mania!
Thursday, November 8
7:00–9:00pm
Join us for a fun evening of Mah Jongg and 
come meet the women of Sisterhood!
Please bring your friends, game sets and maj 
card and we will supply the rest!

At the home of: Barbara Hochwert, 1717 
Sunnyside, Highland Park, 847-831-0271.

RSVP to Allyson Rose at: 812 Marion Avenue, 
Highland Park, IL 60035.
Any questions, call Allyson at 847-433-3388. 
$10 suggested donation to Sisterhood.
 
Name

Phone Number

I am a Beginner      Intermediate     Advanced 
Player.

I have a foursome, please seat me with:

Thanks to Rachel Kamin, our Beth El Librarian, and the 
Sisterhood Torah Fund Book Club raffle, I have received many 
donations very early. The first Book chat will be on Shabbat, 
October 13 at 12:30pm in the Beth El library. Our other 
Torah Fund classes begin on Monday, October15 at 10:00am 
and Tuesday, October 16 at 10:00 and 11:00am. Our new 
class of conversational Hebrew will begin on Thursday, 
October 18 at 10:00am.

Thank you to all those who have donated to Torah Fund!

Benefactors: ($180.00 +): Leah Brajer, Joan Brodsky, Ruth Fischer, Marilyn Hirsch, Myrna Kopin, 
Corinne Lane, Cara Madansky-Stiebel, Darlene Nast and Pamela Schlosberg.

Contributors: ($18.00+): Michelle Amram, Nancy Becker, Sandra Becker, Eve Biller, Barbara 
Blumberg, Shirley Bornstein, Gail Brown, Reva Duman, Judy Falk, Ethel Friefeld, Eileen Goldstein, 
Barbara Gottesman, Lorna Greenspahn, Joan Groner, Melissa Halperin, Barbara Hochwert, Sulie 
Holt, Joyce Joseph, Barbara Kahn, Louis Kahn, Rachel Kamin, Gerri Kaplan, Michelle Krawitz, 
Adrianne Lasin, Eileen Lederman, Rhoda Levine, Arielle Miller Levitan, Selena Pestine, Marcie 
Pickard, Helen Plavnik, Hilda Reingold, Allyson Rose, Reena Schiffman, Leah (Toby) Schwartz, Gail 
Scully, Ann Siegel, Susan Silberman, Maxine Simon, Sandy Starkman, Mildred Weber, Karen Weiss, 
Lynn Weitz, Pearl White, and Barbara Wyatt.

Marilyn Lewis
Torah Fund Vice President

Sisterhood

Torah Fund News

Chef Laura Frankel for Pies-The Final 
Frontier- You, A Piece of Dough and A 
Rolling Pin 

Mah Jongg Calendar
Have you always wanted to play the game of 
Mah Jongg and didn't know how.  October 
then is your lucky month. Beth El Sisterhood 
is presenting two beginner classes this year 
on October 3 and 4. Classes will be offered 
in the day and evening.  Please bring a 2012 
MAJ Card if you have one, and a maj set if 
you have any questions about the set you own. 
You must pre-register for the class since space 
will be limited.

Wednesday, October 3; 10:00am-12:00pm
Thursday, October 4; 10:00am-12:00pm

or 
Wednesday, October 3; 7:00pm-9:00pm
Thursday, October 4; 7:00pm-9:00pm

Cost is $36 and checks are to be made out to 
NS Beth El Sisterhood and sent to Michelle 
Krawitz 320 N. Deere Park Dr. W. Highland 
Park, IL, 60035 or call with questions 847-
951-4890.

Mah Jongg Monthly – Wednesday, October 17 and November 14; 12:30-2:30pm. Join us for a few hours of maj fun. Donation of $5 to Sisterhood. 
Contact Michelle Krawitz at 847-951-4890 or email webs70@aol.com and let her know your playing level. Remember to bring your card and set if you 
have one. Meets in the Youth Lounge.
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Great Political Information Events
The N.S.S. Beth El Men's Club Presents The Michael Simkin Memorial 
Candidates Forums. Come meet the Candidates for the 10th Congressional 
District, The District 29 State Senate seat, The District 58 State Senate 
seat, Lake County States Attorney, Lake County Circuit Court Clerk, Lake 
County Coroner and the Lake County Recorder of Deeds.

We present the Democratic candidates. Sunday, October 21 9:45am in 
The Blumberg. We present the Republican candidates. Sunday, October 
28 9:45am in The Blumberg. Come hear the candidates and have a chance 
to ask questions. 

N.S.S. Beth El's Men's Club 8th Annual  
Single Malt Scotch Tasting     
Thursday, November 1 at 7:45pm
On Thursday, November 1st, The Beth El Men's Club will hold its 8th 
annual Single Malt Scotch tasting at 7:45pm sharp in the Blumberg.  
Come taste fine Single Malt Scotch's in all price categories. Once again 
the great folks at Binny's led by General Manager David O'Sullivan will 
provide the spirits and an expert from a world renowned distillery. Snacks 
and coffee will also be served.

Last years event was a huge success and we hope to see many more of you 
this year. Bring your friends. Men and woman 21 and over only will be 
allowed to attend this event. Admission is free to Men's Club members  
and their spouses. $15.00 for non-members. Sign up and pay to be a 
Men's Club member that night and get in free. Please RSVP to: Michael 
Salberg mbsalberg@sbcglobal.net or 847-831-0581

Men's Club Three "S"
Our Beth El Men's Club enjoyed their second annual “Scotch, Steak, 
Sigars” on Thursday, August 30th. Approximately one hundred men 
attended the gala event. There were also a number of guests including 
members of two other Midwest Region Clubs. All were there drinking, 
eating and having a good time. Word got out that last year's event was  
such a huge success that the attendance doubled this year.

Of course there was plenty of single malt Scotch, wine and soft drinks for 
everyone's taste. Starting with a large array of Israeli appetizers and salads, 
continuing on with the main course of grilled steaks, roasted potatoes 
and assorted salads, found all of the guests enjoying the very sumptuous 
dinner. The steaks were done perfectly and there were seconds for anyone 
that wanted more. Desert was cake to celebrate Skip Schrayer's birthday.   
Preparing the dinner were Chefs, Aaron Krumbein (grill chief ), Jeffrey 
Goldsmith and Avram Pacter.  

Following dinner everyone was invited to join in at the shores of Lake 
Michigan for a “sigar” and entertainment provided by our own Ron 
Goldberg and Jeffrey Goldsmith who strummed two guitars. It was a 
wonderful evening to remember. Everyone was pleased and said, “Let's  
do it again next year”. 

Men's Club

Bagels for Your Brains  
Opening Program  
Sunday, October 14
Author, Attorney and Boxer, Kenneth N. 
Green, will discuss and personally sign copies of 
his book, I'm From Division Street, on Sunday 
morning October 14. Our program always 
starts with a bagel and lox breakfast at 9:30am 
and Ken will begin the program at 10:00am. 
All congregants are invited to attend. 

Kenneth N. Green was kicked out of Roosevelt High School. A half-year 
later, he was allowed to return and finally graduated after four and one half 
years. He made a comeback after graduating from Roosevelt. His book 
tells how he rebounded from poverty and academic problems growing 
up in Humboldt Park to his success as a defense attorney, Chief of Public 
Defenders in Los Angeles County, a boxer inducted into the California 
Hall of Fame, Adjunct Professor at UCLA, and single parent of a son.

I'm From Division Street also vividly describes the Humboldt Park 
neighborhood where the author grew up and profiles famous and successful 
Jewish people who had their roots in that neighborhood. The book is now 
being sold at Barnes&Noble Booksellers, Barnes&Noble.com, Barbara's 
Bookstore, Amazon.com. and other retailers worldwide.  I'm From Division 
Street is also an e-book that can be read on Kindle and purchased through 
Amazon.com and on the author's website: kengreenesq.wordpress.com.

North Shore Jewish Community 
Candidate Forum
The 2012 elections are just around the corner, so 
now is the time to learn what they mean for you. 
As we prepare to go to the polls on November 6, 
North Suburban Synagogue Beth El is partnering 

with 23 other synagogues, Jewish communal 
groups, and day schools to host a North Shore Jewish 

Community Candidate Forum on Monday, October 15, 7:30-9:00pm 
at Congregation BJBE, located at 1201 Lake Cook Road in Deerfield. 
Come meet and hear from the federal and state legislative candidates 
in our area, including the candidates for Congress in the 9th and 10th 
congressional districts, as they address the hottest issues facing our 
country, our neighborhoods, and our Jewish community.

Attention Teens: Is There A Jewish Political Agenda?  
The November elections are just around the corner, so now is the time 
to learn what they mean for you. On Monday, October 15 from 5:30-
6:30pm at CJHS, David Prystowsky, Assistant Vice President of JUF, 
will lead a discussion with high school students from North Suburban 
Synagogue Beth El and 23 other synagogues, Jewish communal groups, 
and CJHS about the political process, the upcoming elections, and how to 
become involved as a Jewish teen. Free pizza will be provided. Following 
the discussion, please join us at 7:30pm at BJBE for a North Shore Jewish 
Community Candidate Forum, where we will hear directly from those 
running for national and local office. 

Save the Date – Sunday, November 4 at 9:00 am for Keeper of the 
Flame, honoring Aaron Krumbein.
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October 19–21
Magic, Mystery and History with Rabbi 
Arthur Kurzweil
Rabbi Kurzweil will deliver the d'var Torah and post-kiddush 
lecture on Shabbat, October 20th. On Sunday, October 21st, 
Rabbi Kurzweil will lead our 6th graders into an exploration of 
Jewish genealogy and then the Sokol Hebrew High School on a 
magical Kabbalistic journey. 

November 2–4
USCJ Scholar – Shoshana Cohen
Shoshana Cohen teaches Tanakh, Midrash and Gender and 
Judaism at the Conservative Yeshiva. She will join the Beth 
El community for our Congregational Shabbat Dinner on 
Friday November 2nd, and speak from the bimah on Shabbat 
November 3rd. She is also leading  a session for the Cohen 
Religious School teachers on Sunday November 4th. 

Save the Date!
December 14–16
Robbin Scholar – Rabbi Jeffrey Salkin
Rabbi Salkin’s new book, Text Messages: A Torah Commentary 
for Teens, includes a chapter written by our own Rabbi Kurtz. 
Don’t miss this amazing opportunity, save the date now!

Yoram Hazony 
Event

Over 200 attended our 
event with CAMERA 

and Speaker Yoram 
Hazony who spoke 

about The Philosophy 
of the Bible.

Gertrude Lederman Continuing Education

Summer classes have ended and the fall semester is about to begin! This is only 
our second summer offering a full course load, and we can see the results. After the 
June Chesed class with Keith Kanter, our two larger summer courses kicked into high 
gear. Queens in the Night with Shira Eliaser and our Spertus Mini-Course with Douglas 
Rosenberg on Jewish Art and Culture grew in attendance and registration with each class. 
Summer Hebrew with Edith Belkind was a strong continuation of the yearlong program, 
and Crash Hebrew with Dov Kahana had record attendance and registration! We are 
definitely looking to continue our summer offerings in the future. 

Our joint program with CAMERA and speaker Yoram Hazony was attended by over 200 
participants, and was a great kickoff to the year. We look forward to three incredible 
scholar weekends in the next two months:

Fall registration and classes have begun. We 
have so many wonderful offerings- just to 
highlight a few:

Limitless Possibilities – Rabbi Michael Schwab
Tuesdays, 8:00–9:00pm;  
October 16–December 18
Join this lively discussion group to learn how the 
great wisdom and insight of the weekly Torah 
portion can be applied to your life! No prior 
knowledge or skill set is required. This class is part 
of the 5773 Fall Semester fee. To register for the 
year of classes, cost is $60 for Beth El members 
and $90 for non-members. To register for a single 
class, the cost is $18 per session for members, $25 
per session for non-members.

Bible with Commentary – Aaron Klein 
Wednesdays, 10:30–11:30am; begins October 10	
Explore the Tanakh (Hebrew Bible) with 
commentaries in English, as we connect the text 
in its historical context to our own experiences 
today. This class is part of the 5773 Yearlong fee. 
To register for the year of classes, cost is $120 for 
Beth El members and $180 for non-members. To 
register for a single class, the cost is $18 per session 
for members, $25 per session for non-members.

Beginning Conversational Hebrew – Dov Kahana  
Wednesdays, 8:00–9:00pm; begins October 17
Students will gain an understanding of Hebrew 
grammar and vocabulary; emphasis in this class is 
on speaking and comprehension. This class is part 
of the 5773 Yearlong fee. To register for the year 
of classes, cost is $120 for Beth El members and 
$180 for non-members. To register for a single 
class, the cost is $18 per session for members, 
$25 per session for non-members.

Study in the Loop/Study in the Suburbs –	
Rabbi Vernon Kurtz			 
Thursdays, Noon–1:30pm;  
Study in the Loop – 10/18/2012, 12/13/2012 and 
4/25/2013; Study in the Suburbs – 11/15/2012, 
1/17/2013 and 3/21/2013
Study in the Loop is at the Illinois Decalogue 
Society (3 sessions)	 and Study in the Suburbs is 
at the BJE (Board of Jewish Education), 3320 
Dundee Rd, Northbrook (3 sessions). Join Rabbi 
Kurtz for a look into the ethical issues we face on 
a daily basis. *Advance reservations are necessary; 
lunch is provided for a nominal fee. Registration 
for the entire series is encouraged; for these classes, 
please contact Lennie Kay at 847-432-8900 x221 
or LKay@nssbethel.org.

For any questions about CE class registration, 
please contact Marcie Eskin at 847-432-8900 or 
email meskin@nssbethel.org
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Social Action In Action

Social Action Opportunities

Sign Up Now for an Experience at 
the JUF Uptown Café
November 4th and December 6th 
Dinner or brunch are served at the Uptown 
Café, located at 909 W. Wilson. The SAC need 
volunteers (age 12 and older) to set tables and wait 
upon guests at the café. Volunteers are needed on 
Sunday morning November 4th and Thursday 
evening December 6th. Contact Bryna  
Kurtz at brynakurtz@aol.com.

The Social Action Committee will be collecting clean, lightly used warm coats, hats, 
snowsuits, scarves, gloves and boots. Please note that we cannot accept other clothing.

Collection bins will be in the school and main office entrances. Clothing will be 
distributed to needy recipients at the Chicago Chesed Fund, Lincolnwood and other 
Lake County organizations. We need pre-school through adult items.  

Volunteers are needed to help sort and deliver on Sunday, December 2nd at 11:00am. 
Please call: Mira Temkin at 847-433-2109 or miratemkin@gmail.com. 

It's Back! The Annual Family-to-Family 
Thanksgiving Mitzvah Project 
Sunday, November 18, 2012   
10:00am – Noon 
More than 100 families are needed to create festive baskets 
filled with donated holiday foods for Glenwood School families 
from Waukegan. To register, contact Cheryl Swenson at 847-
432-8900, ext. 222, or cswenson@nssbethel.org.  To learn 
more, contact Honey Bronson at honeybronson@hotmail.com. 
**Extra food for the Moraine Township Food Bank would be 
welcomed and appreciated.

Please adhere to this list  
(No glass or perishables.  
Food need not be kosher) 
•	 2 cans of  cranberry sauce
•	 2 large bags or boxes of  stuffing 

or beans
•	 4 cans of  vegetables 
•	 2 large cans of  sweet potatoes
•	 2 cans of  fruit or
•	 1 pre-packaged dessert
•	 1 envelope of  gravy mix
•	 2 cans of  soup
•	 1 small bag of  rice or pasta
•	 A $20 gift certificate to Jewel 
•	 6 oranges
•	 1 bag of  baby carrots

November 11 – December 2
Coat Drive
Annual
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Social Action In Action

You're Wanted – And needed! The Social Action Committee is always looking for a few good souls to become a part of our energetic committee. 
Bring a suggestion for a project or help out for a couple of hours on a Sunday during one of our scheduled programs. We need you! Contact 
Jacqueline Kott-Wolle, Social Action Committee Chair at jkottwolle@hotmail.com.

Special Thanks to Dina Lissoos, our newest SAC member for organizing 
Beth El's participation in the first annual "Week of Hope". Dina and 
her group of  "workers" re-built a fence that was in need of repair for the 
Deerfield Historical Society as part of a larger inter-denominational effort 
to volunteer and perform mitzvot in the North Shore area.

The SAC also wishes to congratulate Rob 
Freeman and his team for organizing the 
first annual Beth El Summerfest. The SAC 
was fortunate to have an information table 
hosted by Paulette Margulies, Bryna Kurtz, 
Dina Lissoos and Mira Temkin. Didn't they 
look cute in our new SAC volunteer shirts? 
You too can wear our new volunteer t-shirts 
if you join our committee! 

And finally, the SAC wishes to acknowledge 
Amy Newman for organizing our first 
annual School Supply Drive for students 
at Glenwood School in Waukegan. What 
a great way to kick off the new season of 
Social Action programs. Well done Amy!

Thank You!
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The schools are off to a great start and students are quickly adapting 
to the new routines. With close to 400 students from Pre-School through 
High School, every classroom in the building is being utilized and 
learning is in the air. Who are the students filling our rooms with life and 
laughter? Students come from families with diverse backgrounds including 
Ashkenazi, Sephardi, and Mizrahi descent. We have students whose parents 
are Israelis; students whose parents or grandparents grew up in other 
Jewish communities in Europe, South Africa, and Latin America; and 
students whose families have embraced the Jewish faith. We have students 
who live nearby and others who travel some distance. 

One might wonder how it is possible to create one school community 
out of this diverse mix. How do we integrate the different traditions 
students bring to the classroom? Jewish tradition has always been 
concerned with creating community. Community is vital to our existence; 
Jews cannot live as Jews without it. Community provides a source of 
strength, support, and validation. We share our personal joys and sorrows 
in community. The sages taught Kol Yisrael charevim ze bazeh – Jews are 
responsible for each other. In moments of need, Jews in a position to 
help are obliged to reach out to fellow Jews in peril. Many of our Jewish 
symbols and artifacts reflect the notion of community. A chuppah opens up 
on all corners for everyone to see, a sukkah lacks doors and locks in order 
to welcomes guests, and an open tallit may be spread over many.

One of the goals of school is to continue developing a sense of 
community among school families. We have planned many opportunities 
for students, parents, and both parents and students to come together, to 
get to know one another, to socialize, to celebrate, to partake of festive 
meals, to pray, and to rejoice. I encourage you to help us achieve this 
lofty goal by actively participating in as many events as possible. During 
a Shabbat dinner, sit by someone who you have never talked to before. 
Introduce yourself to a new family during the SHHS movie night and 
college program. If you are a longtime Beth El member, make a point of 
meeting a new member. The prophet Isaiah encapsulates these actions 
in his teaching Shalom, Shalom, Larachok, V'LaKarov – loosely translated 
as greeting those who are unfamiliar prior to those who are familiar. 
Although by virtue of human nature we might be inclined to greet the 
familiar one first, Isaiah challenges us to greet the distant one first so in 
time s/he becomes near. The reward of creating a strong school community 
where each person feels karov (near) is invaluable and your children will 
reap the benefits of these efforts. 

Alicia Gejman
Director of Formal Education

M’Shulchan Hamenahelet

Jack & Mildred Cohen Religious School and 
Bernard H. Sokol Hebrew High School

Jack and Mildred Cohen Religious School
October /November – Tishrei /Kislev 5773

Oct 1 Monday No School – Sukkot

Oct 3 Wednesday Sukkah Visits

Oct 7 Sunday Taste of Tefilah for Hey and Vav Parents 

Oct 8 Monday No School – Shemini Atzeret

Oct 12 Friday Cohen Religious School Family Shabbat Dinner

Oct 13 Shabbat Vav Family Shabbat Services

Oct 19-20 Friday-Shabbat JEA 5th Grade Shabbaton

Oct 20 Shabbat Vav Family Shabbat Services

Oct 27 Shabbat Vav Family Shabbat Services

Oct 30 Tuesday Movie Raise to Nowhere

Oct 31 Wednesday No School – Teacher In-Service

Nov 3 Shabbat Vav Family Shabbat Services

Nov 4 Sunday Yom Orchim (Visitors Day)

Nov 10 Shabbat Vav Family Shabbat Services

Nov 17 Shabbat Vav Family Shabbat Services

Nov 18 Sunday No School – Parent-Teacher Conferences

Nov 19 Monday No School – Parent-Teacher Conferences

Nov 21-25 Wednesday-Sunday Thanksgiving Weekend

Bernard H. Sokol Hebrew High School
October /November – Tishrei /Kislev 5773

Oct 2 Tuesday No School – Sukkot

Oct 9 Tuesday No School – Simchat Torah

Oct 14 Sunday Jewish U

Oct 21 Sunday Guest Speaker, Arthur Kurzweil

Oct 22 Monday First Supper Club

Oct 30 Tuesday Movie Raise to Nowhere

Nov 4 Sunday Chicago Festival of Israel Cinema

Nov 18 Sunday SHHS Field Trip

Midot Hachodesh (Virtue of the Month)
October -Hachnashat Orchim (hospitality to strangers)
November – Shalom Bayit (peaceful home)
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Around the Synagogue

On the recent Masorti Olami Mission: 
Larry Pachter and Sandy Starkman, Margaret and Alan 
Silberman, Rabbi Vernon Kurtz, Rabbis David Golinkin 
and Rafi Kamisov (Schechter Institute of Jewish Studies 
- Jerusalem) and Polina Grinberg and Husband at the 
Masorti Olami Family School in Berdichev, Ukraine.

We continue to support this school and solicit your ongoing 
assistance. For more information contact Rabbi Kurtz.

A Beth El Shabbat Dinner

Questions or for more information please contact: Jackie Melinger jackiemelinger@gmail.com; 
Elise Dayan elise.dayan@comcast.net; Jenny Levine jenallev@yahoo.com; Wendy Braverman 
w.braverman@comcast.net; Kim Ephraim eph522@comcast.net, Rabbi Schwab mschwab@
nssbethel.org or Ali Drumm adrumm@nssbethel.org.

To register: Contact Cheryl Swenson at cswenson@nssbethel.org or 847-432-8900 x222. RSVP 
with this form and mail in with payment or register and pay directly from your Beth El account 
online by visiting our website at www.nssbethel.org and log in under Current Members

$18 per adult x ___ =
(13 & up)

$10 per child x ___ =
(4-12 yrs old)

 children age 3 and under x __
  (no charge)

Total Amount Enclosed: $

Family Name

Name & Ages of Children Attending:

Seating Preference: Vegetarian Option:

Please pay online at the nssbethel.org website or mail your check to: 1175 Sheridan Road, Highland Park, IL  60035  Attn: Shabbat Dinner

Please join us on Friday, November 2, 2012 for a Congregational  
Shabbat Dinner with your family – and your Beth El family! 

Choice of traditional or family Kabbalat Shabbat Services at 6:15pm 
followed by dinner & fun programming for the whole family. We look  
forward to sharing Shabbat with you!
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We are well into our school year and the children at the Paul S. and 
Sylvia Steinberg Pre-School are eagerly celebrating Sukkot, Shemini Atzeret 
and Simchat Torah at school and in our Synagogue. The children have 
welcomed Rabbi Schwab and Hazzan Goller to their classrooms and they 
have visited the sanctuary to see the Torah Scrolls in the Aron Kodesh. 
Each child was able to witness the unrolling of the Torah scroll as the 
Rabbi led them in chanting the Hebrew words. This is the beginning of 
their Jewish journey and the pride they will continue to feel.

At the beginning of our school year, as part of our Teacher Development, 
we continued to explore the United Synagogue for Conservative Judaism's 
Vision for Early Childhood Programs. We once again studied with the author, 
Maxine Handelman. This year our session included bringing Jewish values 
into all areas of the classroom. Jewish values are a natural part of the early 
childhood classroom all the time. This became evident when we discussed 
how children help each other, care for the classroom fish, welcome a 
guest to the classroom, and write letters or call their sick friends. As we 
become aware of some of the key middot (values or virtues) and mitzvot 
(commandments), we label them and make them part of the children's 
overt experience.

Our school continues to grow. Our professional and caring teaching 
staff integrates Jewish values into all content area including literacy, math, 
science, social studies and the arts. This year we welcome Sarah Chupak 
who will work with our four year old children and Brenda Jackson, who 
will be our Atelierista. We thank the congregation for partially funding our 
new Social Worker, Devorah Greenfield, who comes to us from JCFS.  

We have classes for children from infants (Small and Tall) through pre-
kindergarten. Lunch and Enrichment classes are offered every afternoon to 
extend fun and learning. 

Registration for the 2013-14 school year begins at the end of November. 
Please let your family, friends and neighbors know about our school. Drop 
by the Pre-School office or contact Caron Knopoff at 847-432-2830 or 
email cknopoff@nssbethel.org for information and to schedule a tour. We 
look forward to hear from you. 

Caron Knopoff
Steinberg Pre-School Director

Paul S. and Sylvia Steinberg Pre-School

Beth El Parenting Program:
 
North Suburban Synagogue Beth El presents 
the award-winning documentary Race To 
Nowhere on Tuesday, October 30, 2012 at 
7:45pm. A panel discussion will follow the 
film. The event is open to the community, 
free of charge. For tickets, contact Marcie 
Eskin at meskin@nssbethel.org or 847-432-
8903 x234.

Race To Nowhere, a film by Vicki Abeles, 
highlights the unintended consequences of 
our pressure-cooker culture and education 
system. It is a call to action for families, 
educators, and policy makers to challenge 
current assumptions on how to best prepare 
the youth of America to become healthy, 
bright, contributing and leading citizens. 
The film has been seen in more than 5,000 
communities, in over 30 countries, reaching 
over one million viewers in grassroots 
screenings. For more information about the 
film, visit www.RaceToNowhere.com. 
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BEANS USY 

On October 8th USY will be hosting the annual Simchat Torah 
Ice Cream Party for all Beth El Families. On October 16th, 23rd, 
November 6th and 13th there will be lounge nights in the Horwitz 
Hoffman Youth Lounge (Lounge nights are $5).   

Join Teen Minyan's first Shabbat minyan of the year on October 20th 
for Mincha. Following Shabbat there will be a USY evening program.
November 9th through 11th CHUSY Region will hold its annual fall 
convention, CHUSYFest. Look for applications during the month 
of October. And continuing the tradition, BEANS USY and NSS 
Beth El will host the CHUSY Region Turkey Dance on Wednesday, 
November 21st starting at 8pm.
 
Kadima

On October 13th, BEANS Kadima will have a Mystery Fun Trip 
meeting at 7:45pm in the Youth Lounge. Cost of the program 
is approximately $25. There will be Kadima Lounge Nights on 
Wednesday, October 24th and November 14th from 6:30pm to 
8:00pm (Lounge Nights are $5). On November 21st BEANS will 
be hosting a CHUSY Kadima program! Save the date for Kadima 
Konvention, November 30th-December 2nd! This is a convention for 
all CHUSY 6th-8th graders. Look for more information on Kadima 
Konvention in October.  
 
Shalom Club

On October 20th, Shalom Club will meet for Shabbat lunch and games. 
This program and lunch will be $6, please pay before or after Shabbat. 
On November 7th, there will be a program and dinner for Shalom Club 
in the Youth Lounge from 6:30-8:00pm. On November 17th, Shalom 
Club will join with M&M Club for Shabbat lunch and games. This 
program and lunch will be $6, please pay before or after Shabbat.
 
M&M Club

On October 14th, M&M Club will have their first program and lunch 
from 11:00am–12:30pm. On November 17th, M&M Club will join 
with Shalom Club for Shabbat Lunch and games. Lunch will be $6 
please pay before or after Shabbat.  
 
PB&J 

Our community is made up of all kinds of different people. North 
Suburban Synagogue Beth El is trying to make our congregation 
more inclusive of families with children who have special needs and 
different abilities by continuing our Peer Buddies and Judaism Youth 
Community (PB&J). If you are interesting in finding out more 
information about PB&J please contact Samantha Isenstein, Youth 
Community Director. 

The Youth Community has jumped into the New Year and is in full 
swing. Kadima Executive Board had a fantastic LTI (Leadership Training 
Institute) on August 29th. They learned what it means to be a member of 
the board and how to be a dugma (role model) to their peers. They also 
jumped right into the New Year at their Extreme Trampoline event. USY 
has also dived into the Fall semester with their own BBQ lounge night and 
first program with McDUSY. They challenged Moriah USYers to Mini 
Golf and enjoyed refreshing Ice Cream afterwards. Shalom Club had their 
first program that was apple themed to get ready for Rosh Hashanah.  The 
Youth Community Staff cannot wait for the upcoming programs.  

The Youth Community Activity Pass is back for the 2012-2013 school 
year. Instead of paying for each Lounge Night, Shabbat lunch or small 
program, buy the Activity Pass and pay a head of time. Purchase of this pass 
covers you for the entire year. (Not including Regional CHUSY events and 
conventions, some large-scale programs like the "Annual Ski Trip" require 
an additional cost. This really only applies to Kadima and USY.) 

The fees for the Activity Pass are the following:
USY–$180...Kadima–$100...Shalom Club–$75...M&M Club–$50 

Special Family Rate– Families who sign more than one child up for the 
Acitivity Pass will receive a $20 discount per child. Please register for the 
Beth El Youth Community Activity Pass at tinyurl.com/BEANSpass.

Kol No'ar
The Voice of the Youth–Beth El's Youth Community

Upcoming Programs and Events!

Still not a member of Beth El’s award winning youth community? It’s never too late. Contact Samantha Isenstein, Youth Community 
Director, at sisenstein@nssbethel.org or at 847-432-8900 ext.214 for more information regarding membership or any other questions 
regarding the Beth El Youth Community.  Save the Date – Family Hanukah Celebration – Sunday, December 2, 2012; 4:30pm-7:30pm.

BEANS USYer, Paul Sherman's sand 
art at SummerFest

Kadimanik, Harrison Freeman at 
SummerFest

Noa Ohcana and Dana Levin at 
BEANS USY BBQ Lounge Night 

1

2

3
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- In memory of  Harry Pinzur, beloved father - 
Michael and Debora Pinzur

- In memory of Florence Goldberg, beloved mother 
of Ron Goldberg - Steven and Frances Shapiro

- In memory of Mania Levitan, beloved mother of 
Victor Levitan - Steven and Frances Shapiro

- In memory of Hortense Jacobson, beloved wife 
of David Jacobson - Zella Ludwig

- In memory of Jerome Sternberg, beloved father 
of Robert Sternberg 
- Zella Ludwig
- Gerald Bailey
- Richard and Eve Biller
- Horizon Realty Services

- In memory of Richard Carey - Jacob Alternative 
Strategies

- In honor of the 50th wedding anniversary of 
William and Sherry Oppenheim - Raymond Hara
- In honor of our daughter, Amelia, becoming a big 
sister - Jason Millner and Susan Carter Millner

- In honor of Andy Brown winning the recent 
Calcutta Tennis Tournament at Birchwood Club 
in Highland Park - Thomas and Harriet Stiller

- In honor of Terry Lane's engagement to Wendy 
Larson - Ruth and Elmer z'l" Burack

- In honor of the birth of our granddaughter, Fleur 
Margaret White - Harris and Sharon Goldenberg

- In honor of the birth of our triplets, Ari 
Jacob, Sadie Ann and Elliott Carter and with 
appreciation to Rabbi Kurtz - Jason Millner and 
Susan Carter Millner

- In honor of the marriage of Matthew Feinstein 
to Carli Lustig - Steven and Linda Feinstein

- In honor of the marriage of Bruce & Gail 
Greenspahn's son, Geoff to Tess - Harris and 
Sharon Goldenberg

- In honor of Ben becoming a Bar Mitzvah and 
with appreciation to Rabbi Kurtz - Marc and 
Rachel Dorfman

- In memory of Adele and Michael Green, beloved 
parents - Gidon and Hilary Cohen

- In memory of Anna Kolendar, beloved 
grandmother - Phillip and Sandra Cooper

- In memory of Celine Lopas, beloved sister-in-law - 
Adele Hirsch

- In memory of Dr. Jacob Levin, beloved father 
and beloved husband of Betty Levin - Michael 
Levin and Gigi Ann Cohen

- In memory of Edith Sered Hartman, beloved
sister - Melvin and Hedy Sered

Rabbi Kurtz's Discretionary Fund 

Todah Rabbah We are grateful for the following contributions:

- In memory of Deborah Ann Kaplan, beloved
daughter of Ruth and Bruno Fischer 
- Robert and Rhoda Rothman
- Larry and Ellen Goldstein
- Bonnie Penrod
- Ira and Elise Frost
- Ann Anderson
- Sherwyn and Irvina Warren
- Lorna Greenspahn
- Miriam Tabachnik
- Julie Mathy

- In memory of Edward Goldstein, our beloved 
son - Philip and Judith Goldstein

- In memory of Edward Hyman, beloved father - 
Joan Holland and Eli Glassman

- In memory of Eleanor Goldstein, beloved 
mother - Phyllis Fischel

- In memory of Elmer Burack, beloved husband of 
Ruth Burack and beloved father of Robert Burack 
- Robert and Rhoda Rothman
- Fred and Corinne Lane
- Shirley Schuster
- Lorna Greenspahn
- Lois and Mitchell Burack
- Jann Freed
- Stuart Richer and Cynde Munzer
- Leonard and Eleanor Harris

- In memory of Elmer Burack, beloved husband and 
with appreciation to Rabbi Kurtz - Ruth Burack

- In memory of Janet DeKoven, beloved mother of 
Mona Fishbane 
- Beatrice C. Mayer 
- Wallace and Joan Dunn
- Michael and Susan Millenson
- Jerome and Joan Weinsten

- In memory of Janice Freedman, beloved sister of 
Rabbi Kurtz 
- Arnold and Hilda Reingold
- Sanford and Adrienne Eckerling
- Marc and Rachel Dorfman
- Steven and Frances Shapiro

- In memory of Janice Fredman, beloved sister of 
Rabbi Kurtz and Samuel Wise, beloved father of 
Bryna Kurtz - Lorry and Cara Lichtenstein

- In memory of Joseph Kaplan, beloved father - 
Benton and Sandra Strauss

- In memory of Juanita Hoffman, beloved mother - 
Steven and Jill Hoffman

- In memory of Lee Mandel, beloved mother and 
David Bernstein, beloved father - Irwin and 
Sheri Mandel

- In memory of Maury Kravitz, beloved husband - 
Mona Kravitz
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- In memory of Merle Mattenson, beloved husband 
of Nissah Mattenson and beloved father of Abra 
Alscher and Robin Small 
- Gerald Lapins
- Myrna Kopin
- Ira and Elise Frost
- Allene Frost
- Alan and Rachel Russo
- Michael and Susan Millenson
- Jerome and Mary Kaltman

- In memory of Michael Muldoon - Herbert Rosen
- In memory of Miriam Watman, beloved sister - 
Daniel Nast Jr. and Dolly Nast

- In memory of Mollie Kaplan, beloved mother - 
Wallace and Joan Dunn
- In memory of Morris Susan and with appreciation 
to Rabbi Kurtz - Ronald and Marnie Sklare

- In memory of Phyllis Froy, beloved mother of 
Michael Froy 
- Matt, Patty, Irwin and Rachel Weiss and family 
- Robin and Mark Greenberger
- Suzan and Ken Kolmin

- In memory of Shirley Feinstein, beloved mother 
and grandmother - Steven and Linda Feinstein

- In memory of Sidney Freeman, beloved father -
Alan Freeman

- In memory of Sylvia and Mania Glassman, 
beloved parents - Joan Holland and Eli Glassman

Rabbi Kurtz's Discretionary Fund 
(continued)

- In memory of Sidney Desser, beloved husband, 
beloved father of Stephanie, David and Jennifer 
and beloved grandfather of Shira and Arid and 
with appreciation to Rabbi Kurtz - Linda Desser

- With appreciation for conducting services - 
Charles and Robin Kafenshtok

- With appreciation for your support and guidance - 
Bruno and Ruth Fischer

- With appreciation to Rabbi Kurtz on our wedding 
day - Loren and Rebecca Schechter

- With appreciation - Edward and Paulette Margulies
- With appreciation - St. Andrews Foundation
- In memory of Esther Zoberman, beloved mother - 
Alan and Mally Rutkoff

- In memory of Bessie Field, beloved grandmother - 
Phillip and Sandra Cooper

- In memory of Irwin Wygodny, beloved father - 
Isaac and Barbara Gottesman

- In memory of Mark Sharper, beloved brother - 
Mortin and Karen Levy

- In memory of Bernice Epstein, beloved mother - 
Samuel and Irene Shanes

- In memory of Joan Salberg, beloved mother - 
Michael and Barbara Salberg

Todah Rabbah

Rabbi Schwab's Discretionary Fund - In honor of Bobbi Kwall's birthday - Jeffrey and 
Roberta Kwall

- In honor of Marla Sklar - Marvin and Sara Siegel
- In memory of Alvin Levine, beloved friend - 
Donald and Lois Chudacoff

- In memory of Sonya Elkin, beloved mother - 
Anita Spieler

- In memory of Jerome Sternberg, beloved father 
of Robert Sternberg - Marvin and Sara Siegel

- In memory of Marvin Small, beloved father of 
Richard Small - Marvin and Sara Siegel

- In honor of Frieda Rosen, beloved mother - 
Leonard and Rochelle Foxman

- In honor of the marriage of Matthew Feinstein 
to Carli Lustig - Steven and Linda Feinstein

- In memory of Adele and Michael Green, beloved 
mother and father - Gidon and Hilary Cohen

- In memory of Ann Elaine Ordower, beloved 
sister of Linda and beloved aunt of Adam 
Winick - Adam and Deborah Winick
- In memory of Deborah Kaplan, beloved daughter 
of Ruth and Bruno Fischer - Hynda Gamze

- In memory of J. Harry Kulakofsky, beloved 
father - Ruth Belzer

- In memory of Merle Mattenson, beloved 
husband of Nissah Mattenson and beloved father 
of Abra Alscher and Robin Small - Larry and 
Ellen Goldstein

- In memory of Michael Simkin, beloved husband - 
Merle Simkin

- Wishing a complete & speedy recovery to Suzanne 
Siegel - Marvin and Sara Siegel

- With appreciation for conducting services - 
Charles and Robin Kafenshtok

- With appreciation to Rabbi Schwab - Sanford 
and Adrienne Eckerling

- With appreciation to Rabbi Schwab for the help and 
support after the loss of our father and grandfather 
Teddy - Eric and Rinna Maletsky and Family

- With appreciation - Brad and Marcie Pickard
- In honor of Ben becoming a Bar Mitzvah and 
with appreciation to Rabbi Schwab - Marc and 
Rachel Dorfman
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Hazzan's Discretionary Fund 

Todah Rabbah We are grateful for the following contributions:

- In memory of Elmer Burack, beloved husband of 
Ruth Burack - Herbert and Helene Isaacs  

- In memory of Merle Mattenson, beloved husband 
of Nissah Mattenson and beloved father of Abra 
Alscher and Robin Small - Jack and Judy Craven

- In honor of Marilyn Lewis' 75th birthday - 
Robert Lavi

- In honor of Ben becoming a Bar Mitzvah and
with appreciation to Hazzan Goller - Marc and 
Rachel Dorfman 

- With appreciation for conducting a beautiful 
ceremony at the naming of our daughter - 
Alexandra Frydman

- With appreciation to Hazzan Goller for co-
officiating the ceremony at the baby naming of 
our granddaughter - Morris Frydman and June 
Back Frydman

- With appreciation to Hazzan Goller for his support 
during our time of bereavement - Nissah Mattenson

Ba'al Korei Institute Fund - In memory of Merle Mattenson, beloved 
husband of Nissah Mattenson and beloved father 
of Abra Alscher and Robin Small - Gerald and 
Adrienne Lasin

Batko/Sofo Scholarship Endowment 
Fund 

- In memory of Irving Kabiller, beloved husband 
of Elaine Kabiller - Ellyn Batko

Bernard H. Sokol Hebrew High School 
Fund 

- In honor of Gail Taxy's big birthday and the 
birth of her grandson, Isiah Taxy Gutstein - 
Sonny and Rena Cohen

Cal and Lana Eisenberg Halomdim 
Program Fund 

- In memory of Sybil Levin, beloved sister - Calvin 
and Lana Eisenberg

General Israel Scholarship Fund - In honor of Bryna Kurtz's special birthday - 
Howard and Sandra Turner

- In honor of Elliott Mirman's 90th birthday and
Doris and Elliott Mirman's wedding anniversary - 
Howard and Sandra Turner

- In honor of Gabe Kaplan's marriage - Howard 
and Sandra Turner

Beth El Camp Scholarship Fund - In memory of Merle Mattenson, beloved husband 
of Nissah Mattenson and beloved father of Abra 
Alscher and Robin Small - Avi and Nancy Bernstein

- In memory of Susanne Spellberg, beloved mother of 
Alan Spellberg - Leslie and Greg Apter and Family

Capital Improvement Fund - In memory of Deborah Ann Kaplan, beloved 
daughter of Ruth and Bruno Fischer - Marcy 
and Kenneth Levin

- In memory of Sherwin Geiderman, beloved 
husband of Ruth Geiderman - Marcy and 
Kenneth Levin

Fertig Campus Visit Endowment Fund - In memory of Renny and Sam Kurshenbaum - 
Nancy and Maury Fertig

Rabbi Schwab's Discretionary 
Fund (continued)

- With appreciation to Rabbi Schwab for his support 
during our time of bereavement - Nissah Mattenson  
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Jack and Mildred Cohen Religious 
School Gift Fund

Todah Rabbah

- In memory of Simon Cohen, beloved father - 
Howard and Lois Hirschfield

- In memory of Bertha Wasserman, beloved 
grandmother - Robert and Loree Wasserman

- In honor of Dorothy Roodman - Howard and 
Sandra Turner

- In memory of David Levinson, beloved father - 
David and Pamela Hirschfield

- In memory of Deborah Kaplan, beloved 
daughter of Ruth and Bruno Fischer - Howard 
and Sandra Turner

- In memory of Jerome Sternberg, beloved father of 
Robert Sternberg. - Howard and Sandra Turner

Jack and Mildred Cohen Religious 
School Tzedakah Fund 

- With appreciation - Gary and Merle Kaufman

Jean T. and Morton Bernstein 
Camp Ramah Fund 

- In memory of Merle Mattenson, beloved 
husband of Nissah Mattenson and beloved father 
of Abra Alscher and Robin Small - Morton and 
Miriam Steinberg

- In memory of Janet DeKoven, beloved mother of 
Mona Fishbane - Morton and Miriam Steinberg

Kopin Family Fund for Children's 
T'filot Education Endowment Fund 

- In memory of Deborah Ann Kaplan, beloved 
daughter of Ruth and Bruno Fischer - Myrna Kopin

- In honor of the marriage of Jeff and Beth 
Kopin's son - Robert and Maxine Greenstein

- In honor of the marriage of Myrna Kopin's 
grandson - Robert and Maxine Greenstein

Lippitz Family Camp Ramah Fund - In memory of Merle Mattenson, beloved 
husband of Nissah Mattenson and beloved father 
of Abra Alscher and Robin Small - Herbert 
Lippitz and Fran Scully

Gerald and Rita Buckman Yom Ha'atzmaut 
Program Endowment Fund 

- In memory of Merle Mattenson, beloved husband 
of Nissah Mattenson and beloved father of Abra 
Alscher and Robin Small 
- Caryn Garber
- Gerald and Rita Buckman

Gertrude Lederman Family Continuing 
Education Fund 

- In memory of Merle Mattenson, beloved 
husband of Nissah Mattenson and beloved father 
of Abra Alscher and Robin Small - Lawrence and 
Barbara Field

Holocaust Memorial Endowment Fund - In memory of Michael Simkin, beloved husband 
of Merle Simkin and beloved father of Bryan, 
Jason and Melissa - Michael and Barbara Salberg

Glass/Goldman Endowment Fund - In memory of Milton Trushinsky, beloved brother 
of Maxine Greenstein - Philip and Ellen Glass



25October-November 2012 / Tishrei-Kislev 5773

Todah Rabbah We are grateful for the following contributions:

Minyan Service Fund - In memory of Batya Abramson, beloved aunt - 
Elliot and Doris Mirman

- In memory of Betty Fink, beloved mother - 
William and Sharon Gertz
- In memory of Betty Juron Davis, beloved sister; 
Julius Juron, beloved father; Rose Bickel Juron, 
beloved mother - Marvin and Joyce Juron

- In memory of Edward Rubin, beloved father - 
David and Donna Rubin

- In memory of Jerome Sternberg, beloved father 
of Robert Sternberg - Herbert and Helene Isaacs

- In memory of Louis Gertz, beloved father - 
William and Sharon Gertz

- In memory of Michael Simkin, beloved husband 
of Merle Simkin and beloved father of Bryan, 
Jason and Melissa - Herbert and Helene Isaacs

- In memory of Victor and Etta Kanter, beloved 
grandparents; Samuel and Rosetta Rosenblatt, 
beloved parents - Marvin and Joyce Juron

- In memory of the Yahrzeit of Harry Back, 
beloved father and Gina Svarc Back, beloved 
mother - June Back Frydman

- In honor of Ben becoming a Bar Mitzvah and 
with appreciation to Mark Stadler - Marc and 
Rachel Dorfman

Paul S. & Sylvia Steinberg 
Preschool Fund 

- In memory of Steve Seidman, beloved brother - 
Caron and Jack Knopoff

Prayer Book Fund - In honor of Bernie Alpert's 80th birthday - 
Shoshana Friedman

- In honor of our granddaughter, Brynn Fara 
Marcus - Richard and June Gross

- In memory of Allen Diamond, beloved father - 
Dennis and Amy Pessis

- In memory of Jerome Sternberg, beloved father 
of Robert Sternberg 
- Steven and Frances Shapiro
- Steven and Beth Leeds

- In memory of beloved mother of Jerry Kaltman -
Steven and Frances Shapiro

- In memory of Deborah Kaplan, beloved daughter 
of Ruth and Bruno Fischer - Betty Ann Levin

- In memory of Merle Mattenson, beloved husband 
of Nissah Mattenson and beloved father of Abra 
Alscher and Robin Small 
- Michael and Judy Smith
- Joseph and Susan Ament

Maxwell Abbell Library Fund - In memory of Betty Gordon, beloved of George 
Gordan and Family - Jeffrey and Michele Glass

- In honor of Marilyn Hirsch 
- Richard and Pamela Schlosberg
- Marcie Eskin
- Dan and Jennifer Newman
- James Nyeste and Marla Hand
- Rachel and Michael Kamin
- Richard and Pamela Schlosberg
- Marcie Eskin
- Dan and Jennifer Newman
- James Nyeste and Marla Hand

- In honor of Sandy Raizes' special birthday - 
Joan Groner

- In honor of the birth of a great-grandson to 
Albert and Eleanor Boxerman - Joan Groner

- In memory of Deborah Kaplan, beloved 
daughter of Ruth and Bruno Fischer - Robert 
and Maxine Greenstein

- In memory of Elmer Burack, beloved husband of 
Ruth Burack - Gerry Kaplan

- In memory of Marvin Small, beloved father of 
Richard Small - Rachel and Michael Kamin

- In memory of Merle Mattenson, beloved 
husband of Nissah Mattenson and beloved father 
of Abra Alscher and Robin Small 
- Rachel and Michael Kamin
- Bob and Millie Weber
- Sonja Shiner
- Robert and Maxine Greenstein

- In memory of Michael Simkin, beloved husband 
of Merle Simkin and beloved father of Bryan, 
Jason and Melissa - Rachel and Michael Kamin

- With appreciation to Rabbi Kurtz for being there 
for the family and his beautiful words during a 
very difficult time - Nissah Mattenson
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Todah Rabbah

Spitz Family/Ruth and Milton 
Liebman Israel Scholarship Fund 

- In honor of Seth Pines' special birthday - Mark 
and Mae Spitz

- In memory of Eleanor Guralnick - Mark and Mae Spitz
- In memory of Sigrid Stern, beloved mother of Alan 
Stern - Mark and Mae Spitz

- In memory of Merle Mattenson, beloved
husband of Nissah Mattenson and beloved father 
of Abra Alscher and Robin Small - Mark and 
Mae Spitz

Pushke/Tzedakah Fund - In memory of Samuel Kurchitzer, beloved father - 
Bob and Millie Weber

Youth Community Fund - In memory of Teddy Maletsky, beloved father of 
Eric Maletsky - Steven and Frances Shapiro

- In memory of Marvin Small, beloved father of 
Rick Small - Steven and Frances Shapiro

Resnick Family Israel Scholarship 
Endowment Fund 

- In memory of Merle Mattenson, beloved 
husband of Nissah Mattenson and beloved father 
of Abra Alscher and Robin Small - Howard and 
Helaine Resnick

Sisterhood College Connection 
Program Endowment Fund 

- In memory of Deborah Kaplan, beloved 
daughter of Ruth and Bruno Fischer - Jack and 
Greta Heiman

Special Gifts Fund - In memory of Leonard Weitz, beloved husband 
of Lynn Weitz 
- Michael and Margo Oberman
- Sunny Gold
- Shari Gray  

- In memory of Merle Mattenson, beloved husband 
of Nissah Mattenson and beloved father of Abra 
Alscher and Robin Small - The Bartuch Family

- In memory of Michael Simkin, beloved husband 
of Merle Simkin and beloved father of Bryan, 
Jason and Melissa 
- Howard and Sandra Turner
- Rick Balko

Social Action Donation - In memory of Merle Mattenson, beloved 
husband of Nissah Mattenson and beloved father 
of Abra Alscher and Robin Small - Bonnie & 
Doug Small, Adam & Ashley Small, Ryan Small

Rabbi Irving and Amy Frankel 
Lecture Endowment Fund 

- In memory of Joseph Rosenthal, beloved 
husband, father and grandfather - Irving and 
Betty Rozenfeld
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

 
1
10:00am Beginning Hebrew
7:45pm Men's Club Scotch 
Tasting
8:00pm Ba'al Korei Committee

2
9:00am Beth El Community 
Network
5:24pm Candle Lighting
6:15pm Kabbalat Shabbat 
7:00pm Congregational 
Shabbat Dinner 

3
8:50am Shabbat Services 
Bar Mitzvah-James Gordon
12:30pm USCJ Scholar Post 
Kiddush Lecture
5:15pm Mincha/Ma'ariv 
6:29pm Shabbat Ends

4 
2:00am Daylight Savings 
Time Ends
9:30 am Bagels for Your Brains

5 
8:00pm Board of Education Mtg. 

6
12:00pm Sisterhood Board Mtg.

7
7:45pm Membership Committee
8:00pm Exploring Jewish Art

8
10:00am Beginning Hebrew
8:00pm Executive Committee

9
9:00am Beth El Community 
Network
4:16pm Candle Lighting
6:15pm Kabbalat Shabbat 

10 
8:50am Shabbat Services 
Bat Mitzvah-Davida Goller
4:15pm Mincha/Ma'ariv 
5:21pm Shabbat Ends

11
Winter Coat Drive Begins
9:30am Bagels for Your Brains
11:00am Men's Club Board 
Meeting 

12
8:00pm Kabbalah with Rabbi 
Finegold

13
12:00pm Sisterhood Cooking 
Class
3:30pm Terrific Tues Open Gym

14
12:45pm Sisterhood Mahjongg
7:00pm Hartman Institute Lecture
7:45pm Membership Committee

15  Rosh Hodesh Kislev
10:00am Beginning Hebrew
8:00pm Board of Directors

16
9:00am Beth El Community 
Network
4:09pm Candle Lighting
6:15pm Kabbalat Shabbat

17
8:50am Shabbat Services/Choir 
Bat Mitzvah-Lucy Cohen
12:30pm Torah Fund Book Club
12:30pm Shalom Club Luncheon
4:00pm Mincha/Ma'ariv 
5:14pm Shabbat Ends

18
9:30am Bagels for Your Brains
10:00am Social Action 
Thanksgiving Mitzvah Project
7:45pm AIPAC

19
8:00pm Ritual Committee Mtg.

20 21
8:00pm Turkey Dance

22  Thanksgiving Day
8:45am Morning Minyan
7:30pm Evening Minyan

23
9:00am Beth El Community 
Network
4:04pm Candle Lighting
6:15pm Kabbalat Shabbat

24
8:50am Shabbat Services 
Bar Mitzvah-Jeremy Pascal
4:00pm Mincha/Ma'ariv 
5:09pm Shabbat Ends

25
No Schools

26
7:00pm College Connection 
Box Packing

27 
8:00pm Terrific Tuesdays

28
7:00pm AIPAC Event

29
6:00pm Men's Club Membership 
Paid Up Dinner

30
9:00am Beth El Community 
Network
4:01pm Candle Lighting
6:15pm Kabbalat Shabbat

Dec 1
8:50am Shabbat Services 
Bat Mitzvah-Ashley Hendler
4:00pm Mincha/Ma'ariv 
5:06pm Shabbat Ends
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October 2012 Events Calendar

1  Sukkot First Day
8:50am Festival Service
11:00am Sukkot Pray and Play
12:00pm Sukkah Walk
6:15pm Mincha/Ma'ariv
7:20pm Candle Lighting

2  Sukkot Second Day
8:50am Festival Service
6:15pm Mincha/Ma'ariv
7:16pm Yom Tov Ends

3  Hol Hamoed Sukkot
7:00am Morning Minyan 

4  Hol Hamoed Sukkot 
7:00am Morning Minyan 
4:00pm Preschool Sukkah 
Decorating & Pizza Party
6:30pm Men's Club Sukkah 
Dinner
8:00pm Ba'al Korei Committee

5  Hol Hamoed Sukkot
7:00am Morning Minyan 
9:00am Beth El Community 
Network
6:06pm Candle Lighting  
6:15pm Kabbalat Shabbat

6  Hol Hamoed Sukkot
Ba'al Korei Shabbat
8:50am Shabbat Services 
6:00pm Mincha /Ma'ariv  
7:11pm Shabbat Ends

7  Hoshanah Rabbah/
Erev Shemini Atzeret
9:30am Open Hebrew Class
11:15am Literature with Lillian 
Miller
6:00pm Mincha/Ma'ariv
6:11pm Candle Lighting

8  Shemini Atzeret /
Yizkor/Erev Simchat Torah
6:30am Early Morning Service
8:50am Festival Service
6:00pm Mincha/Ma'ariv
7:00pm Family Hakafot Service
7:15pm Candle Lighting
9:00pm Simchat Torah Ice 
Cream Social

9  Simchat Torah
8:50am Festival Service
10:00am Hakafot
11:00am Simchat Torah Pray 
and Play
6:15pm Mincha/Ma'ariv
7:10pm Yom Tov Ends

10
10:30am Bible with Commentary 
7:00pm Hartman Institute Lecture
7:50pm Adult Cantillation 

11 
12:00pm Sisterhood Board 
Meeting 
8:00pm Executive Committee

12
9:00am Beth El Community 
Network
5:55pm Candle Lighting
6:15pm Kabbalat Shabbat 
7:00pm Religious School Dinner

13
8:50am Shabbat Services 
Bat Mitzvah-Sarah Tenner
10:00am Vav Family Service
12:30pm Torah Fund Book Club
5:45pm Mincha/Ma'ariv 
7:01pm Shabbat Ends

14
9:30am Bagels for Your Brains
4:00pm College Night: Jewish U

15 
9:00am Judaism 101 with 
Rabbi Schwab
10:00am Monday Morning at 
the Movies
6:15pm Intermediate Hebrew

16  Rosh Hodesh Cheshvan
8:30am Talmud Class
10:00am Conservative Judaism
11:00am Midrash for the  
Modern World
1:00pm Midrash Mommas 
with Rabbi Schwab
6:00pm Advanced Hebrew
7:45pm Sisterhood Open Meeting
8:00pm Limitless Possibilities

17  Rosh Hodesh Cheshvan
6:30pm Adv. Beginning Hebrew
7:45pm Membership Committee 
Meeting
8:00pm Beginning Conversational 
Hebrew
8:00pm Advanced Conversational 
Hebrew 

18
10:00am Beginning Hebrew 
(Torah Fund Class) 

19 
9:00am Beth El Community 
Network
5:44pm Candle Lighting
6:15pm Kabbalat Shabbat

20 
8:50am Shabbat Services 
Bat Mitzvah-Nancy Iden
10:00am Teen Minyan
12:30pm Rabbi Arthur Kurzweil 
Post Kiddush Lecture
5:30pm Mincha/Ma'ariv 
6:49pm Shabbat Ends

21
9:30am Rabbi Arthur Kurzweil 
Speaker
9:30am Bagels for Your Brains

22 
8:00pm CLC Committee Mtg.
8:00pm Ritual Committee Mtg.
8:00pm CEC Meeting

23 24
7:50pm Adult Cantillation

25
10:00am Beginning Hebrew 
8:00pm Board of Directors

26
9:00am Beth El Community 
Network
5:33pm Candle Lighting
6:15pm Kabbalat Shabbat
7:00pm SSDS/CJHS Dinner

27 
8:50am Shabbat Services
Bar Mitzvah-Mark Fox
Bat Mitzvah-Emma Halfin
12:30pm Shalom Club Luncheon
5:30pm Mincha /Ma'ariv  
6:38pm Shabbat Ends

28
9:30am Bagels for Your Brains
11:00am Men's Club Board 
Meeting
11:15am Literature with Lillian 
Miller
6:00pm Men's Club Bears 
Cookoff

29  30
8:00pm Jewish Parenting 
Program

31
No Religious School

Annual Sukkah Walk
Monday, October 1, 2012

The entire Beth El community is invited to participate in this delightful annual semi-
progressive lunch. Enjoy the company of your family and friends as you walk to Beth 
El members’ sukkot to visit and to eat delicious foods. The Sukkah Walk follows 
morning services. We invite individuals of all ages to join in the fun while we observe 
this special holiday. Questions please email sukkahwalk@nssbethel.org.


