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On June 7, 1967, the 28th of Iyar, 5727, Israeli troops gained control of 
the Old City of Jerusalem, which had been under Jordanian control since 
1948. This momentous event marked the first time in thousands of years 
that the entire city of Jerusalem, the holiest city in Judaism, was united 
under Jewish sovereignty. In celebration of that event, the holiday of Yom 
Yerushalayim – Jerusalem Day – was created. The Chief Rabbinate of Israel, 
at the time, even declared Jerusalem Day a religious holiday as an occasion 
to thank God for the 6-day victory and for answering the 2,000-year-old 
prayer of B’Shanah Habahah B’Yerushalyim – “Next Year in Jerusalem”.  
Currently, the day is marked in Israel by state ceremonies, memorial services 
for soldiers who died in the battle for Jerusalem, parades through downtown 
Jerusalem, recitation of the Hallel prayer in many synagogues, lectures 
on Jerusalem-related topics, singing and dancing, and special television 
programming. Schoolchildren throughout the country learn about the 
significance of Jerusalem and schools in Jerusalem hold festive assemblies. 
Around the world, Jewish communities hold celebratory or educational 
events that focus on the importance of Jerusalem to the Jewish people.  

This year, Yom Yerushalayim, falls on May 20th, during the hectic 
time period during which children close out the school year and get ready 
for camp or other summer plans. Yet, on Yom Yerushalayim may we be 
reminded of the words of David Ben Gurion who said, “We must make 
Jerusalem the centre of the entire Jewish people. . . . Jerusalem has always 
been and must remain the heart of the Jewish people.”  

Jerusalem has long been a focus of Judaism and the Jewish people, 
from Biblical times to the present day, as both a symbol and a physical 
place. As such, according to our tradition, there are actually “two” cities 
of Jerusalem, one above and one below. The name of the city itself hints 
of this dual meaning - “Yerushalayim” - as it ends in a grammatical form 
which usually denotes the plural – or a pair of objects. As the Talmud states, 

“The Almighty said, I will not come to the upper Jerusalem until I have 
also arrived in the lower Jerusalem” (BT Taanit 5a). This understanding of 
Yerushalayim reminds us of how significant our holy city truly is. It is both a 
place that we can visit, which contains our religious sites as well as provides 
a home and capital to our Israeli brethren. Yet, it is also spiritual symbol of 
our connection with God, our tie to our rich history and our desire for a 
brighter future.  

As Yehuda Amichai, a well-known Israeli poet, wrote in a collection 
called “Songs of Zion the Beautiful: “Jerusalem’s a place where everyone 
remembers he's forgotten something but doesn’t remember what it is. Each 
and every person has his or her own Jerusalem which holds deep meaning: 
from the heights of Mount Scopus to the cisterns under the city; from the 
Western Wall to the alleyways of stone; from the leaders of the nation to 
the athletes of the sports teams; from “a strip of land which was part of 
the heritage of Yehudah” to the market of Machaneh Yehudah. Jerusalem 
captures so many dimensions of Jewish connectivity and Yom Yerushalayim 
gives us a chance to reflect on the blessing that we exist in an era of a united 
Jerusalem – that we are living the blessing our ancient prophet Zechariah 
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Mission Statement 

We are a congregation of families and individuals who 
come together to pray, to study, and to create a warm 
and welcoming community.  We seek to preserve and 
enhance our People's traditions within the context of 
Conservative Judaism.  We aspire to strengthen our 
Jewish identity to meet the challenges of a changing 
environment.  We endeavor to provide resources 
to help us relate to God, understand the ways of 
God and enrich the Jewish content of our lives.  We 
encourage our members to serve worthwhile causes 
within our Congregation and the wider Jewish and 
world communities.  We are committed to support 
Israel.  We educate our children so they commit to the 
cultural, spiritual, and ethical values of our People.

From the Desk  
of Rabbi Schwab
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foretold “Thus says the Lord of Hosts: The day 
will come when old men and old women will 
populate the streets of Jerusalem…And the 

streets of the city will fill with boys and girls at 
play” (Zechariah 8:4).

On May 20th let us take a moment to 
honor our great city, both the physical and the 
spiritual, and let us reflect on how blessed we 
are that we live at a time when we can immerse 

ourselves in its meaning, beauty and comfort.  
May we all pledge to treasure our historic 
capital by visiting Jerusalem and supporting the 
State of Israel. Yom Yerushalayim Sameah!

From the Desk of Rabbi Schwab

Shabbat Schedule  See calendar for times.

11:00am Every Shabbat 

Tot Shabbat
Services for families with  
Pre-School children

Mini Minyan
Services for families with 
children K – 2nd grade

Junior Congregation 
Services for students in 
3rd – 5th grade

Services are conducted by: 

Rabbi Vernon H. Kurtz, 
Rabbi Michael Schwab,
Hazzan Larry B. Goller

Daily Service

Monday through Friday 
Mornings, 7:15am

Sunday through Thursday        
Evenings, 7:30pm

Sunday and Legal Holiday     
Mornings, 8:45am

Rosh Hodesh 
Mornings, 7:00am

Shabbat, May 5
Parashat Aharey Mot-Kedoshim
Torah: Leviticus 16:1 – 20:27  
Haftarah: Amos 9:7 – 15                 
               
Shabbat, May 12
Parashat Emor
Torah: Leviticus 21:1 – 24:23  
Haftorah: Ezekiel 44:15 – 31                 

Shabbat, May 19
Birkat HaHodesh
Parashat B’har-B’Hukotai
Torah: Leviticus 25:1 – 27:34  
Haftarah: Jeremiah 16:19 – 17:14 
 
Shabbat, May 26
Erev Shavuot
Parashat B’Midbar
Torah: Numbers 1:1 – 4:20   
Haftarah: Hosea 2:1 – 22 

Sunday, May 27
Shavuot
Torah: Exodus 19:1 – 20:26
Maftir: Numbers 28:26 – 31
Haftarah: Ezekiel 1:1 – 28; 3:12
 
Monday, May 28
Shavuot/Yizkor
Torah: Deuteronomy 15:19 – 16:17
Maftir: Numbers 28:26 – 31
Haftarah: Habakuk 2:20 – 3:19
    
  
  

Shabbat, June 2
Parashat Naso
Torah: Numbers 4:21 – 7:89      
Haftarah: Judges 12:2 – 25       
              
Shabbat, June 9
Parashat B’Ha’Alotekha
Torah: Numbers 8:1 – 12:16    
Haftarah: Zekhariah 2:14 – 4:7        
               
Shabbat, June 16
Birkat HaHodesh
Parashat Shelah-Lekha
Torah: Numbers 13:1 – 15:41  
Haftarah: Joshua 2:1 – 24   
 
Shabbat, June 23
Parashat Korah
Torah: Numbers 16:1 – 18:32 
Haftarah: I Samuel 11:14 – 12:22  

Shabbat, June 30
Parashat Hukkat
Torah: Numbers 19:1 – 22:1 
Haftarah: Judges 11:1 – 33  

Shabbat, July 7
Parashat Balak
Torah: Numbers 22:2 – 25:9   
Haftarah: Micha 5:6 – 6:8  
       
Shabbat, July 14
Birkat HaHodesh
Parashat Pinchas
Torah: Numbers 25:10 – 30:1   
Haftarah: Jeremiah 1:1 – 2:3 
      
Shabbat, July 21
Parashat Mattot-Mase
Torah: Numbers 30:2 – 36:13   
Haftarah: Jeremiah 2:4 – 28:3 
   
Shabbat, July 28
Shabbat Hazon
Tisha B’Av
Parashat D’Varim
Torah: Deuteronomy 1:1 – 3:22   
Haftarah: Isaiah 1:1 – 27   
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I recently completed reading a book 
recommended to me by a friend of mine 
from Oklahoma (Oklahoma! That’s cowboy 
country!)  entitled “The Worst Hard Time - 
The Untold Story of Those Who Survived The 
Great American Dust Bowl” by Timothy Egan.  
Before I continue much further, I want you to 
know that this book on the surface has almost 
nothing to do with Judaism.  It is about the 
catastrophic events that led up to the climatic 
disaster in the 1930s of the region of Texas, 
Oklahoma, Kansas, Colorado, New Mexico, 
and Nebraska.  It’s a great book, and, I won’t be 
giving anything away by revealing a few details.

This part of the country, bigger than Illinois 
and Indiana combined, had been the home 
to North America’s great grasslands.  The 
grasslands fed the gargantuan bison herds, 
herds numbering in the tens of millions, from 
our continent’s past.  The native grasses had 
evolved to become highly drought resistant and 
with deep tough roots.  The bison were hunted 
to near extinction in the late 1800s and early 
1900s and, though it had been the ancestral 
home to numerous Indian tribes, through 
racist government policies, the Indian tribes 
were tragically displaced.  In place of the bison 
and the tribes, the government encouraged 
the practice of homesteading, the deeding of 
parcels of land that had heretofore never been 
cultivated.  Soon enough, with the eruption of 
the First World War in Europe, the demand for 
wheat increased dramatically.  The dust bowl 
homesteaders began to plow under the prairie 
grasses that had fed the now lost bison for eons.  
At first, when rainfall was plentiful, everyone 
made money, which then drove more settlement 
and more farming.  But then, right around the 
stock market crash of 1929, the great drought 
began.  For almost ten years the annual rainfall 
was about half of the prior decade...insufficient 
to grow crops.  And, it was dreadfully hot.

The end result was millions of acres of tilled 
soil without anything growing.  It was too hot 
and too dry.  And then, as the seasonal winds 
would pick up, there was nothing stopping 
the topsoil from being picked up by the cycle 
of storms.  It’s not an exaggeration to claim 
that the topsoil from the dust bowl was blown 
all over the eastern half of the United States...
millions of tons of topsoil.

And then, of course, as there was literally no 
flora, the balance of nature unravelled.  With 
no natural predators, hordes of rodents and 
clouds of grasshoppers would develop...and then 
devour any nascent crops that still survived.  
The government attempted many remedies to 

repair the situation, most of which failed.  Even 
now, agricultural experts think that the damage 
caused may take decades, if not centuries, to 
fully repair.

All that the grasses had sustained, for time 
beyond mind, was gone.  The grasses were rooted 
deep and could survive blazing heat, drought, 
freezing cold, virtually any kind of challenging 
weather.  But once they were gone...they were 
truly gone.  After a short decade of profit, nature 
didn’t quite cooperate with man’s plans.

So why is this book report in the Beth El 
Bulletin?  It was hard for me not to see the 
metaphor in the story of the dust bowl and 
thinking about our traditions.  Occasionally, 
when a well-meaning congregant contacts me to 
discuss our synagogue and to suggest some new 
idea or direction, I’m enthused that they care 
enough to make a suggestion, but I think about 
whether we need to actually make a change at all!  
Make no mistake, I’m 100% for moving forward 
and living in the present.  But, at the same time, 
we want to make changes with deliberation and 

thoughtfulness and not just for the purpose of 
change.  Our traditions, while always evolving, 
are enduring and have held us together for 
centuries.  We should all think of ourselves as 
Judaism’s custodians and be confident that we 
aren’t ‘plowing our traditions under’!

The clergy, the senior staff, the officers of the 
synagogue and our many synagogue committees 
are always considering and weighing alternative 
methods for the congregation to come together 
as a community in worship, education, and 
communal activity.  And, in past years, 
we’ve made some terrific strides in pursuing 
many initiatives to involve and engage our 
congregants.  Rest assured, though, that we will 
continue to be attentive to the traditions that 
have sustained us for so many many years.

President’s Corner
by Andrew W. Brown

Annual Meeting – Thursday, May 17, 2012
After the Evening Minyan at 7:45pm

The following persons continue to serve in the offices of the congregation set forth 
below opposite their respective names and as members of the Board of Directors for 
the completion of a two-year term expiring in May of 2013: 

Andrew W. Brown		  President				 
Nancy Krent		  Vice President Administration	
Richard Schlosberg		  Vice President Ritual 		
Gail Scully		  Vice President Education		
Robert Freeman		  Vice President Membership
Lisa Rosenkranz	  	 Vice President Finance 
Mark Mosk		  Financial Secretary
David Jackson		  Treasurer
Larry Pachter		  Secretary

We will be honoring outgoing Board Members and installing new Directors.   
Refreshments will be served following meeting.

The following persons are nominated to serve in the offices of the congregation 
set forth below opposite their respective names and as members of the Board of 
Directors for a two-year term expiring in May of 2014:

Marilyn Hirsch		  Vice President Education		
Ron Goldberg		  Financial Secretary
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- Michael Fox on the loss of his mother, Elaine Fox
- Iris Garmisa on the loss of her father, Harry Lorch
- Roberta Goldman on the loss of her mother, Sylvia Chesner
- Samuel Goldman on the loss of his grandmother, Sylvia Chesner
- Arnold Harris on the loss of Les Simon, husband of his mother, Arlene Simon
- Stuart Hochwert on the loss of his father, Sam Hochwert
- Julie Isaacson on the loss of her mother, Evelyn Halpern
- Dr. Jerome Kaltman on the loss of his mother, Roma Kaltman
- Bernard Kaye on the loss of his brother, Jerome Kaye
- Rabbi Vernon Kurtz on the loss of his sister, Janice Freedman
- Eileen Lait on the loss of her husband, Hale Lait
- Dr. Victor Levitan on the loss of his mother, Dr. Mania Levitan
- Erika Marder on the loss of her father, Howard Perlman
- Drina Nadler on the loss of her mother, Ruth Posternack
- Evelyn Rosenstein on the loss of her husband, Arthur Rosenstein
- Edith Turner on the loss of her sister, Alice Genis

Condolences To:

- Renee and Marvin Bearak on the birth of their grandson
- Barbara and Ira Berger on the birth of their grandchildren, Ari Jacob, Elliott Carter, Sadie Anne Millner
- Yale Mirelman and Pere Berkowitz on the birth of their son, Jacob Daniel Berkowitz
- Annette and Jerry Blumberg on the birth of their grandson, Cooper Levi Wellen
- Ellen and Larry Goldstein on the engagement of their son, Jay, to Jamie Worsek
- Elissa and Dan Goodman on the birth of their son, Stuart Shifron 
- Joan and Burton Grant on the birth of a grandson, Zev Louis Leventhal
- Rachel and Neil Greenbaum on the birth of their grandson
- Roslyn and Milton Greenfield on the birth of their grandchildren, Ari Jacob, Elliott Carter, Sadie Anne Millner
- Sulie and Stuart Holt on the birth of their granddaughter, Sutton Jeannette Smith
- Alex Knopfler on the occasion of his 90th birthday
- Beth and Jeffrey Kopin on the marriage of their son, Gabriel, to Briana Mamberg
- Myrna Kopin on the marriage of her grandson, Gabriel Kopin to Briana Mamberg
- Ellen and Irv Kupperman on the occasion of their 50th wedding anniversary
- Irv Kupperman on the occasion of his special birthday
- Rinna and Eric Maletsky on the birth of their granddaughter, Hannah Sachs Maletsky
- Bluma Marder on the birth of her grandson
- Erika and Danny Marder on the birth of their son, Lennon Howard
- Susan and Jason Millner on the birth of their triplets, Ari Jacob, Elliott Carter, and Sadie Anne
- Carrie and Ron Newman on the birth of their daughter, Alexa Haley
- Amy and Dennis Pessis on the marriage of their son, David, to Lindsay Boettcher
- Betsey and Dale Pinkert on the birth of their grandson
- Janet and Gary Resnick on the birth of their grandson, Stuart Shifron Goodman
- Pamela and Richard Schlosberg on the birth of their granddaughter, Kyra Simone Pick
- Richard Small on the occasion of his 60th birthday
-  Jacky and Ray Schiestel  on the birth of their son, Justin Parker 
- Rachael and Jeremy Weiss on the birth of their son, Brandon Dylan Weiss
- Carol and Stephen Weiss on the birth of their grandson, Brandon Dylan Weiss
- Barbara and Jeffrey Wohlstadter on the engagement of their daughter, Johanna, to Greg Shapiro

Congratulations To:

- Hale Lait
- Dr. Mania Levitan
- Arthur Rosenstein

In Memoriam:

- Richard and Erica Aronwald and their children, Jessica, Justin and Zachary
- David and Monique Schraub and their children, Audrey and Elliot

We Welcome the Following 
New Members :
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Ashley Aronin, daughter of   
Lisa and Jeffrey Aronin
Shabbat, May 12

Harrison Freeman, son of  
Marcy and Robert Freeman
Shabbat, May 26

June – Sivan/Tammuz 5772

May – Iyar /Sivan 5772

Jonah Miller, son of  
Michelle and Adam Miller
Shabbat, May 5  

Emily Aronin, daughter of   
Lisa and Jeffrey Aronin
Shabbat, May 12 

Jason Glikin, son of  
Susan and James Glikin
Shabbat, May 5

Kira Obolsky, daughter of  
Dina and Alexander Obolsky
Mincha - Shabbat, May 5

Max Shapiro, son of  
Nancy and Jeff  Shapiro
Shabbat, May 19

Aaron Hope, son of  
Linda and Michael Hope
Shabbat, May 19

Michael Tresley, son of  
Lee and Daniel Tresley
Shabbat, June 2

Benjamin Gerstein, son of  
Amy and Craig Gerstein
Shabbat, June 9

Jonathan Raab, son of   
Susan and David Raab
Shabbat, June 9
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From Hazzan Larry Goller

As many of you probably know (or in case 
you were wondering why I wasn’t on the bimah 
leading services on Shabbat mornings), I was 
privileged to have been able to take a sabbatical 
from my regular duties at Beth El during the 
months of January and February.  First off, I’d 
like to thank the professional and lay leadership 
of Beth El for their efforts in my absence that 
allowed me to take my leave with “peace of 
mind.”  While the time away the synagogue was 
indeed relaxing, it also gave me the chance to 
work on several work-related goals and projects 
that I simply do not have the time or freedom 
for during my regularly busy schedule.  For 
example, being away from Beth El allowed me to 
experience Shabbat services in other synagogues.  
In one instance, I spent Shabbat with my former 
teacher at the Jewish Theological Seminary 
and now colleague, Hazzan Jack Mendelson of 
Temple Israel Center of White Plains, NY.  On 
another Shabbat, I was honored to have served 
as Scholar-in-Residence at Congregation Rodfei 
Zedek in Hyde Park for Shabbat Shirah.  As 
many of you know, this was Rabbi Kurtz’s 
former pulpit.  And some of your friends 
and relatives came up to me and introduced 
themselves.  It was great to meet them and share 
Shabbat as wall as some davenning and learning 
with them.

One project I took up was trying to “come 
up to speed” on some computer software 
programs, most notably Sibelius, a music 
notation program.  Many a time I’ve heard a 
melody that I wanted to notate legibly on paper 
but wasn’t proficient enough to enter it into 
this software in a time-efficient fashion.  While 
I’m still far from being an expert, I do feel that 
I can do something like this in a manner other 
than “excruciatingly slowly,” as well as take 
hand-written musical manuscripts, enter them 
into this software, and produce a score which is 
more legible.  One of my earliest exercises with 
this software was taking a new congregational 
melody I heard while visiting another synagogue 
and soon after Shabbat was over, before I forgot 
it, entering it into the program.  My hope 
is to be able to introduce this melody to our 
congregation by handing out the newly-printed 
music and teaching it to you on some Shabbat 
morning – perhaps I will have done so by the 
time you read this article!

Perhaps most significantly, I took advantage 
of the extra time afforded me by my sabbatical 
to return to learning an instrument which 
I first purchased some 20+ years ago, briefly 
studied, and then unfortunately put away in 
what turned out to be long-term storage. (How 
many of you have similar stories?)  Learning to 

play this instrument was something I’ve known 
for a while would be both professionally useful 
as well as personally satisfying.  I’d periodically 
been thinking about and hoping to come 
back to studying this “one day” when I had 
an opportunity - and now I finally had the 
opportunity!  I already had one teacher lined 
up before my sabbatical began and found an 
additional one a bit later.  Soon I was taking 1-2 
lessons each week when I was able.  I tried to put 
in 30-60 minutes per day of practice time – I 
wasn’t always successful, but setting that as my 
goal made it more likely to happen.   

One interesting aspect of my studies was 
learning - for the first time in a long while! - 
what it is like to learn a new skill, specifically a 

motor skill.  Intellectual learning is something I 
engage in all the time, but trying to gain “new 
physical expertise” is something I don’t often 
endeavor – and I would venture that may be true 
from many adults!  It served as a good reminder 
to me as a teacher of how there are different 
ways to learn different skills or knowledge bases, 
and that we each engage in our own particular 
strategies for mastering these disparate areas.

And now, while I’m still far from being a 
virtuoso at this instrument, I do believe (hope?) 
I’m good enough for prime time – and look 
forward to debuting with it as part of our 
upcoming Spring Music Festival on Wednesday, 
May 16.  I hope you will be there that evening to 
cheer me on and enjoy the performance!

"Shabbat Shabbatone" Shabbat–A Tim
e o

f R
es

t

NSSBE Men's Club
presents the 42nd Annual

Spring Music Festival

Wednesday, May 16, 2012
North Suburban Synagogue Beth El

Tickets 
$7 in advance / $10 at the door 
Sponsor $36 (includes 2 tickets, name in program) 
Angel $75 (includes 4 tickets, name in program) 
All proceeds go to the Beth El Music Fund. 

Reception Following Concert 
For more information, please call Cheryl Swenson  
at 847-432-8900 x222 or visit the Beth El website:  
www.nssbethel.org. 

featuring
Hazzan Larry Goller
The Beth El Chorale
The Beth El Youth Chorale 

with Special Guest
Hazzan Rachel Gluck Rosenberg
Congregation Rodfei Zedek – Hyde Park,IL 

You can register and pay for your tickets online at your Beth El account by visiting our website at www.nssbethel.org and log in under 
Current Members or call Cheryl Swenson at 847-432-8900 x222 to pay over the phone with a credit card or mail your payment to North 

Suburban Synagogue Beth El, Music Festival, 1175 Sheridan Rd, Highland Park, IL 60035 and make the check payable to Beth El Men's Club.
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Eat Healthy and Support Beth El

We are excited to bring you a unique program 
in partnership with Primrose Valley, a certified 
organic, Jewish owned and operated farm.  
Beth El congregants will be able to sign up for 
a CSA vegetable share* and receive healthy 
produce that is responsibly grown in concert 
with Jewish values and delivered weekly to 
the Synagogue for pickup by members. In 
addition, a portion of the fee is donated back to 
the synagogue, helping our community as well. 
Primrose Valley Farm uses environemntally 
sustainable practices and donates a substantial 
portion of its produce to organizations that 
feed the hungry, such as the ARK.  

To learn more about this exciting option, 
please contact Rabbi Michael Schwab 
(mschwab@nssbethel.org) or visit the Farm’s 
web site www.primrosevalleyfarm.com 

*Community Supported Agriculture is a 
co-op to which families subscribe for 

a 20 week season (June – October) 
during which they can choose 
a weekly or bi-weekly box of 
just-harvested vegetables and 

herbs that vary throughout 
the growing 
season and are 
delivered with 
consideration 
to the Jewish 
calendar cycle.  

Summer Shabbat Services

Scheduling is now underway for summer 
Shabbat morning services at Beth El. 
Continuing our long-standing tradition, 
members of the Congregation will lead these 
services again this summer, on the Shabbatot 
from June 16 through August 11. This is 
your opportunity to recite a haftarah, present 
a D’var Torah, daven P’sukei D’Zimrah, 
Schaharit or Musaf or lead services from 
the rabbi’s lectern. Our professional staff is 
ready to assist anyone in brushing up on old 
skills or in acquiring new ones. Hazzan Larry 
Goller can assist those volunteering to daven 
and he or Ritual Director Mark Stadler can 
aid those wishing to recite a haftarah. If you 
want to present a D’var Torah, Rabbi Vernon 
Kurtz or Rabbi Michael Schwab can help you 
develop a topic and can guide you to sources 
and commentaries in English or Hebrew. If 
you are interested in volunteering, contact 
Larry Goldstein at 847-564-0926 or email 
largolds@comcast.net. 

Cuba Blog................................
by Joey Becker

Shabbat: March 23rd, 2012
The first thing I notice is that the room has 
a high ceiling, maybe four times higher than 
standard. Next, I notice the front of the room. 
While the ceiling and other walls are white, 
the front wall stands in visually appealing 
contrast, with wood paneling stained the 
color of oak. The bimah is in the center and 
then symmetrically mounted on each side of 
the bimah are two seven-branched menorahs, 
grand in size and bent out of strong dark metal. 

The resemblance to Beth El, my synagogue 
at home, is not lost on me: the high ceiling, 
the white walls, the wood paneling, and most 
significantly, the menorah. On the Thursday 
before my bar mitzvah, my family and I went 
into the sanctuary with a photographer. Next 
to the bimah, mounted in front of wood 
paneled walls, is a large menorah made of 
strong dark metal. The picture on the front of 
my bar mitzvah album shows me in a suit, tie 
and kippah, posing in front of the menorah, 
with the backdrop of wood paneled walls.
At that time, I had been a seventh grader 
growing up in a suburb of Chicago. Now, I 
was a freshman at Northwestern University, 
taking an ASB or Alternative Student 
Break Trip to Cuba with the Northwestern 
Hillel. ASB Trips are a sort of tradition at 
Northwestern. Instead of spending the break at 
home, lounging on the couch and sleeping in, 
students are given an opportunity to spend a 
week doing service work, primarily in different 
states and sometimes, in places like Cuba.

The ASB Trip to Cuba was specifically 
sponsored through the Northwestern Hillel. 
Being that the US Government restricts 
general travel to Cuba, Hillel is given a unique 
opportunity to promote service work in Cuba 
as it can sponsor students to bring aid to the 
Jewish community on a religious travel license. 

The trip was twenty undergraduates strong. 
For the months leading up to the trip, we 
fundraised and collected aid, from medicine 
and clothes, to sporting equipment and 
Tupperware. Once in Cuba, we visited Jewish 
senior centers, the three temples in Havana, 
and we interacted with the Jewish youth 
group. For me, the most significant moment 
was the Shabbat service on Friday night.

As we were, I was admiring the sanctuary 
and more specifically, the menorahs. My 
attention already at the front of the room, 
I watch as the president of the youth group 
walks up to the bimah, followed by two other  

 
 
 
 
members. There is no full time rabbi in Cuba,  
and as such, the members of the community 
lead the services. The president leans into the 
microphone and asks us to take out our prayer 
books. She asks first in Spanish, speaking to 
the Cuban congregants and then again in 
English, for our benefit as American visitors.

Like in my synagogue at home, the prayer 
books read from right to left. Like at home, 
the Sh’ma and Aleinu are my favorite prayers. 
Like at home, I can barely keep up when I try 
and read the Hebrew. Like at home, the little 
kids run up to the front to sing Adon Olam. 
And like at home, when the service ends, we 
all wish each other a Shabbat Shalom.

I glance away from the prayer book in the 
middle of the service and I look around the 
sanctuary. There are no pictures on Shabbat, 
so I am trying to capture the scene for my 
memory. As I search the room with my eyes, 
my typical cynicism does not join me. In the 
past, when sitting through services in another 
temple, I would look for differences: during 
Yom Kippur at Northwestern, the sermon was 
far different than the sermon I would have 
heard from my rabbi at home. For my cousin’s 
Bar Mitzvah in Seattle, all the tunes were off. 
One prayer would be too slow and the other 
too fast; a melody would be different on one 
song and then off key for another. But in 
Cuba, I’m not critiquing the differences–my 
eyes rest again on one of the menorahs–but 
appreciating the similarities.

On this March 23, 2012, or 29th of Adar 
of the year 5772 if we prefer, Jews in Israel, 
the United States, Cuba, and all across the 
world, are all celebrating the coming of 
Shabbat. And when we break it down, we can 
see that we are all celebrating in pretty much 
the same way. Judaism is a global community, 
I realize, and not, as I thought before, a 
collection of local ones.

I look back at a menorah yet again and 
I wonder: How many bar mitzvahs have 
happened in this sanctuary? And how many 
families have taken pictures to preserve the 
memories? Finally, how many kids have 
stood, suit, tie and kippah, posing in front 
of a menorah, with the backdrop of wood 
paneled walls?
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Dear Friends,

It has been very rewarding to be the Director of 
Continuing Education here at North Suburban 
Synagogue Beth El. Not only has our program 
been award winning and grown in the last 
several years, but we have seen many members 
of both our congregation and our greater 
community grow in their Judaic knowledge and 
experience. It has been a pleasure to meet and 
work with so many people in our community. 
As Continuing Education becomes part of the 
portfolio of the Director of Informal Education, I 
hope you will all take the next step in your own 
Jewish educational journeys and support and 
participate in the wonderful programs planned 
for the summer and next year. As a fellow 
congregant, I will be participating as well!

Thank you,
Merle Tovian 

Study in the Loop
Rabbi Vernon Kurtz	
Thursday, May 17; Noon-1:30pm, at the Illinois 
Decalogue Society
A study session in the Loop, centered around the 
ethical issues of our lives. *Advance reservations 
are necessary; lunch is provided for a nominal 
fee of $12/person. Please contact Lennie Kay at 
847-432-8900 x221 or lkay@nssbethel.org 
 
The Shoah: A Closer Look
Dr. Joyce Witt
Thursdays, May 3 & 10; 6:45-8:00pm
May 3: Propaganda – How was propaganda used 
in Nazi Germany?
May 10: Jewish Resistance
Look at the Holocaust with a deeper lens. Each 
participant will receive a copy of the United States 
Memorial Museum book State of Deception.

Literature 
Lillian Miller 
Sundays, May 6 & 20; 11:15am-12:45pm 
May 6: To the End of the Land by David Grossman
May 20: 2 short stories (copies available in the 
Gray Cultural and Learning Center) 
 
We are very excited to honor our Continuing 
Education students who have completed 100+ 
cumulative credit hours this spring; last year 20 
students completed 100+ hours and now there is 
a second group of students with this achievement.  
Join us at the Tikkun Layl Shavuot on Saturday 
evening, May 26; our scholar is Dr. Robbie Harris.  

Shalom Hartman Institute Beit Midrash 
Discussion Series – Engaging Israel: 
Foundations for a New Relationship 
Rabbi Vernon Kurtz
Wednesdays, May 2 & June 13; 7:00-9:45pm, 
with a break for evening minyan at 7:30pm
Join us for the final two lectures and 
conversations with Hartman Institute scholars 
led by Donniel Hartman that responds to 
growing feelings of disenchantment and 
disinterest toward Israel among an ever-
increasing number of Jews worldwide by creating 
a new narrative regarding the significance of 
Israel for Jewish life. Lecture and discussion 
participants include Dr. Tal Becker, Yossi Klein-
Halevi, Rabbi Dr. Rachel Sabath Beit-Halachmi, 
Prof. Gil Troy and others. This program is open 
to all adult learners. There will be a $25 fee for 
class materials. 
 
Chesed in Action
Keith Kanter
Mondays, June 4, 11 & 18; 7:45-9:00pm
What is Chesed? How important is it in 
Judaism, and to the Jewish People? Perhaps 
most importantly, what are the true components 
of Chesed, and how do we go about it?  
Participants in these sessions will attempt to 
define what Chesed is, and will delve into cases, 
examples and practical actions which inform 
and reflect the understanding of this important 
idea. A variety of texts, both ancient and modern, 
will be used, including selections from the 
Torah, and a famous story by the Yiddish writer, 
Yitzchak Leib Peretz. Please join us!
 
Queens in the Night
Shira Eliaser
Tuesdays, July 10, 17, 24 & 31; 7:45-9:00pm
Look in the Torah for powerful queens, and you 
may find Esther doesn’t have much company!  
We will examine the distinctiveness of Jewish 
queendom throughout the ages, from Yedida, 
queen mother of the revolution, to Athalia, her 
worst nightmare: Vashti the hyper-conservative 
versus Esther, the power behind the throne.  
How do these leaders express their values in a 
world almost universally in conflict with their 
ideals? Moreover, we will look at the Greek 
transformation of Esther in the Septuagint 
(Targum) and see how a new generation of 
foreign values can completely rewrite our views 
of character and personal responsibility. How 
can a leader’s greatest strength become her 
greatest weakness? 

Mini-Course in partnership 
with Spertus!
Classes take place at North Shore Suburban Synagogue 
Beth El, 1175 Sheridan Road, Highland Park

Jewish Art and Culture Today
Mondays, July 9, 16, 23 & 30;  
11:00am-1:00pm

In the wake of multiculturalism and post-
modern ideas about art and culture, there 
is a wave of Jewish artists and thinkers 
focusing on a very specific area: how Jewish 
identity is articulated in the arts.

Douglas Rosenberg leads this sure-to-be-
fascinating mini-course, sharing his insider 
expertise in the ways Jewish identity is 
explored, both in theory and practice, in 
visual and performing arts today.

Douglas Rosenberg is a founding director 
of the Conney Project on Jewish Arts at 
the Mosse-Weinstein Center for Jewish 
Studies, University of Wisconsin-Madison. 
He is the recipient of numerous awards 
and grants for his work in media and the 
visual arts, including the Director’s Prize 
at the International Jewish Video Festival 
for his film My Grandfather Dances made 
in partnership with choreographer Anna 
Halprin. In addition to teaching at UW-
Madison, Rosenberg lectures across the 
country and abroad.

Early Registration (by June 15)
$100 for Spertus and Beth El members | 
$120 for non-members

Late Registration (June 16–30)
$120 for Spertus and Beth El members | 
$150 for non-members

Kosher lunch included.
Reserve online at spertus.edu or call  
312-322-1773.

Gertrude Lederman Family Continuing 
Education Program
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Gertrude Lederman Family Continuing 
Education Program

A FORGOTTEN SUITCASE

TUESDAY, MAY 1  7PM
North Suburban Synagogue Beth El
1175 Sheridan Road, Highland Park, Illinois
Pearl Kagan, Chair

WEDNESDAY, MAY 2  5:30PM
Mesirow Financial James C. Tyree Auditorium
353 North Clark Street, Chicago, Illinois
Joan Himmel Freeman and Ricky Freeman, 
Chairs

Featured Speaker
Edna Friedberg
Historian, United States Holocaust Memorial Museum

In 2005 a woman living in Geneva, Switzerland, discovered a mysterious suitcase in her basement. Inside it were more than 
1,000 World War II-era documents bearing the official seal of the Consulate of El Salvador – each featuring the photograph 
of a man, woman, or child. Why were decades-old official papers of a Central American nation lying forgotten in a Swiss 
basement? Join the Museum to learn the remarkable story behind these documents, which relate to one of the largest yet 
least known rescue attempts of the Holocaust. These programs are free and open to the public but reservations are requested.
Please call 847-604-1924 or visit www.ushmm.org/ events/may1 or www.ushmm.org/events/may2. 

Tikkun Layl Shavuot – Dr. Robbie Harris
Saturday, May 26, 2012

Mincha at 8:00pm, followed by extended Seudah Shelishit 	      
Ma’ariv at 9:00pm – Havdalah, followed by Tikkun Layl Shavuot with the Rabbi Phillip Lipis 
Memorial Lecture: “How Medieval Jews and Christians Read Scripture”

11:00pm – “Love, Longing and Allegory: A New/Old Look at the Song of Songs”

Followed by all-night study and sunrise Shacharit!

D'var Torah – Monday, May 28, 2012/Second Day of Shavuot:  
“Delighted, Reluctant or Compelled: Receiving God's Torah”

For further information and dinner reservations, contact Merle Tovian, Continuing Education 
Director, 847-432-8900 x262 or mtovian@nssbethel.org.
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Joseph and Mae Gray Cultural & Learning Center

Over 50 bowls, pots, jugs, jars, oil lamps, figurines, flasks, and pitchers from the 
Bronze Age (3100-1200 BCE), Iron Age (1200-586 BCE), and Persian (586-330 
BCE), Hellenistic (330-63 BCE) and Roman (63 BCE-330 CE) periods are now on 
display in the synagogue’s entrance. The items were donated to the Rissman Family 
Kol Ami Museum by long-time members Fran and Bernie Alpert. The exhibit is 
presented in honor of Israel’s 64th birthday and in celebration of the release of their 
new book Archaeology and the Biblical Record to be published in July by Hamilton 
Books, an imprint of Rowman & Littlefield Publishing Group. The Alperts founded 
Archaeological Seminars in Jerusalem and are licensed Israel tour guides and field 
archaeologists. They are known for their creative approach to understanding the Land 
of Israel. Be sure to stop by the museum cases to view this incredible collection of 5,000 
year old artifacts.  

A special awards ceremony honoring the Alef Reading 
Stars and the Bet BINGO winners on Wednesday, May 
16 at 4:10pm will feature Barb Rosenstock, author of The 
Littlest Mountain, as well as other special activities to 
celebrate the Ten Commandments. Parents are strongly 
encouraged to attend.

All Alef students who have completed at least 5 Reading 
Star forms by Wednesday, May 2 will receive an award and prize. Go to http://www.
nssbethel.org/uploadedFiles/AlefReadingStarForm2011-12.pdf to download the 
Reading Star form.

All Bet students who read at least 5 Jewish books for BINGO by Wednesday, May 
2 will receive an award and prize. Go to http://www.nssbethel.org/uploadedFiles/
BetBINGOCard.pdf to download the Bet BINGO card.

If you have any questions, contact your Religious School teacher or Rachel Kamin at 
rkamin@nssbethel.org or 847-432-8903 x242. 

The Gimmel, Dalet, Hey & Vav students were riveted by Barry 
Deutsch’s drawing demonstration and presentation. Many of 
the students had read, or were inspired to read, his graphic 
novel Hereville: How Mirka Got Her Sword. Copies of the 
book are available in the Pinsof Children’s Reading Room and 
Hereville 2 is coming out next fall.  

Record attendance was reported at the Sisterhood Torah Fund 
Book Club in March! 33 people participated in the discussion 
with David Schmahmann, author of Empire Settings and 
Ivory from Paradise (both available in the Maxwell Abbell 
Library). He also spoke about the Jews of South Africa to an 
overflowing crowd at the Men’s Club Bagels for Your Brain 
program. Both presentations were very well-received.  

Students from the Sokol Hebrew High School’s Megillot class 
were treated to a special visit by Jenny Meyerhoff, author of 
Queen of Secrets, a contemporary version of the Book of Esther.  

These author events were funded by the Joseph and Mae 
Gray Cultural & Learning Center in conjunction with the 
Cohen Religious School, the Sokol Hebrew High School, the 
Sisterhood, and the Men’s Club.  

Archaeology and the Biblical Record
Antiquities from the Alpert Collection in the Rissman Family Kol Ami Museum

Alef & Bet Awards Ceremony & Author Event Author Events at NSS Beth El

We Take Pride in....
NSS Beth El member Betsy Dolgin Katz on the release of her new book Reinventing 
Adult Jewish Learning, published by KTAV in April 2012. The book reviews the 
history of adult Jewish education in America, examines the creation of synagogue and 
communal programs, and discusses special concerns like teacher development and Israel 
education. Through anecdotes and personal observation, Betsy describes the evolution 
of the incredibly successful Florence Melton Adult Mini-School and similar adult 
learning models. She includes short vignettes contributed by twenty-four distinguished 
colleagues that afford glimpses into every nook and cranny of adult Jewish learning in 
American today. The result is a combination of professional memoir and guidebook 
filled with shared vision, the results of honed skills, and the experiences of those who 
had the desire to learn, the willingness to grow, and the flexibility to create in order 
to bring adult Jewish learning to the fore. Reinventing Adult Jewish Learning provides 
the present generation of learners, educators, rabbis, and leaders the means to reflect 
on the vital importance of adult learning, the language to use in advocating for adult 
Jewish learning, and the paths to follow for achieving excellence. It explores prospects 
for future development, includes suggestions for building new models, and exposes 
obstacles that must be overcome in order that adult Jewish learning can provide new 
meaning and new vitality for the American Jewish community in the challenging 
decades ahead. (from the publisher’s website, www.ktav.com) Mazel Tov, Betsy! Barry Deutsch book signing
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lsraFest
9:30a.m.-12:30p.m.

Spend a day of Israel-themed family fun in one of six
communities across Chicagoland! Each location will
feature unique programming. Highlights include
an interactive trivia game for kids 7+, craft projects
in the style of Israeli artists, screenings of Shalom
Sesame and Rechov Sumsum, character visits,
cookie decorating, inflatables and more.

This program is best suited for kids ages 12 and under  
and their families.

Bernard Weinger JCC, 300 Revere Dr., Northbrook
Featuring: Israeli Athletic Training

JCC Elaine Frank Apachi Day Camp, 23280 Old McHenry Rd., Lake Zurich
Featuring: Science & Technology

Bernard Horwich JCC, 3003 W. Touhy Ave., Chicago
Featuring: Agriculture & Environmentalism

Anshe Emet Synagogue, 3751 N. Broadway Ave., Chicago
Featuring: Israeli Heroes

Parker Junior High, 2810 School St., Flossmoor
Featuring: Food & Culture

Congregation Beth Shalom, 772 W. 5th Ave., Naperville
Featuring: Food & Culture

Look Back, Walk Forward:
Teen Walk with Israel
A 2012 J-Serve Project
9:00a.m.- 2:00p.m.

For the first time, teens from all over Chicagoland

celebrate Israel's independence with a journey

through Jewish history. The day begins at the Illinois

Holocaust Museum in Skokie with a heartfelt program

with Holocaust survivors, followed by a Walk with

Israel from the museum to the Mayer Kaplan JCC.

The day continues with advocacy programming,

hands-on service projects, sports and more!

This program is offered to teens in grades 8–12 only.  
Space is limited, so register today!

Illinois Holocaust Museum & Education Center, 9603 Woods Dr., Skokie

   9:00a.m. Registration

10:00a.m. Program

     11:15a.m. Teen Walk with Israel

Mayer Kaplan JCC, 5050 Church St., Skokie

12:00p.m. Activities and food (food available for purchase only)

   2:00p.m. Program ends

Transportation: Parking is available on site at the Holocaust Museum & Education Center. 

At the end of the event, bus shuttles will be provided from the Mayer Kaplan JCC back to the 

museum. Bus transportation from multiple Chicagoland areas will be provided at no cost by 

advanced registration only. Transportation requests must be received by April 23.

This program is brought to you by the Jewish United Fund/Jewish Federation of Metropolitan

Chicago in cooperation with BBYO, CFJE, JCC Camp Chi/JCC Chicago, NFTY Chicago Area Region, 

USY, NCSY, Shorashim, iCenter, JSU and JUF's Write On for Israel

Spotlight on iDays Events
for Families & Teens 

Sunday, May 6
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Sisterhood Matters! Be Involved. Be Enriched. Be Inspired. 

Mishloach Manot – A Sweet Reprise

Rosh Hodesh....We Began Again and....It was GOOD!

Can we really be looking ahead to May and June? What a wonderful year this 
has been and what terrific programs and events still lie ahead! So get out those 
planners, memo cards, calendars, iPads, iphones, and take note of some great 
opportunities in the months ahead – it’s all worth your consideration – and, yes, 
it’s all good! 

We must say thank you to everyone in our Beth El Community who so graciously 
supported our Mislach Manot project and ordered those wonderful holiday 
packages. Through your support, Sisterhood continues to provide annual financial 
gifts to NSS Beth El Education Programs from preschool through our high school 
program and we also added some additional funds to our College Connection. 

Yasher Koach to Rachel Ferber who coordinated all the details of this program 
and guided her incredible committee who shopped, packed hamantaschen, 
filled Purim Bags, cut ribbon, distributed packages, packed mailing boxes, and 
stood by the distribution tables. They were here mornings, evenings, pre-Purim 
Carnival, Purim Carnival, pre-Purim services, after Purim Services, the week in-
between, all to ensure packages were ready for distribution – and all this service 
with a smile! Todah Rabah to: Marilyn Lewis, Susan Saper, Eenie Frost, Mira 
Tempkin, Betty-Ann Levin, Barbara Gottesman, Diane Levin, Maxine Simon, 
Dena Cooperman, Michelle Krawitz, Marilyn Slutzky, Beth and Bob Footlik, 
Richard Schlosberg, Anita Spieler, Jodi Mosk, Batya Retsky, and Barbara Kahn. 

Traditionally, Rosh Hodesh is a time of study for women. Sisterhood with 
the guidance of Continuing Education Director, Merle Tovian, recently re-
introduced Rosh Hodesh Study Groups after Kiddush on appropriate Saturday’s 
in March, April, and May. Lively, thought-provoking discussions were led by 
Merle Tovian, Anna Szanto, and Judith Bernstein each of whom lead one of the 
study sessions. Because of the enthusiastic response to this program, Sisterhood 
looks forward to carrying forth the tradition in the Fall. If you are interested in 
leading a session, please call Pam Schlosberg (847-433-7546) or Merle Tovian 
(847-432-8900 ext 262).

Sisterhood

Sunday, May 13; 8:00am Start 
Walk 1 or 3 miles
Transportation: Not to worry – there is a free round trip bus ride to the city. 
Meet at 6:15am at Temple Jeremiah, Northfield; Return home approximately 
11:30am.

For the third year, Sisterhood joins our own NSS Beth El pre-school teacher and 
cancer survivor, Mimi Horowitz and her team, the Eradicators for the Y-Me Race 
at Your Pace in Chicago’s beautiful Grant Park. Y-Me National Organization is 
the oldest breast cancer organization in the country. By participating, you join 
thousands of Chicagoans who lend support for the unique services Y-Me offers 
for those diagnosed with breast cancer. The Y-ME Hotline is the only place in 
the world anyone touched by breast cancer can call and speak to a breast cancer 
survivor - 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, 365 days a year - in over 150 languages. 

Can you think of a more beautiful statement for Mother’s Day? Join us Sunday 
morning so Y-Me can be there every morning, every day. Advanced registration 
is $30. For more information, please contact Pam Schlosberg 847-433-7546 or 
Mimi Horowitz 847-217-4270.

Take out those walking shoes… Sisterhood is taking 
its place in beautiful Grant Park for Chicago’s most 
meaningful breast cancer walk 

Game On – Mah Jongg 
Wednesday, May 16
1:00-3:00pm 

All interested Mah Jongg Players, come take break and have 
some fun. Wonderful company. Great snacks. No pressure !
Interested in learning? Please contact Michelle Krawitz at 847- 
681-0621 or webs70@aol.com for information on classes.
Donation: $5

Good Things–For Every Occasion
It's Right Here in Sisterhood's Gift Shop 
Come see our special finds for.....a Bar /Bat Mitzvah, 
Graduation, Mother's Day, Father's Day, Weddings, Baby 
Naming and the home

 Tallit, kipot, bracelets, necklaces, tzedakah boxes, one of 
a kind Burton History Trees featuring your favorite sports 
team, your favorite decade, or college football team; Shabbat 
platters, travelers prayer key chain, candles, havdalah sets, 
vases, serving pieces; baby blankets, picture frames and so 
much more. A visit to the Gift Shop is worth a thousand 
words so please stop by: Sundays 9:00am-1:00pm; Tuesdays 
10:00am-1:00pm or by appointment – simply call Diane 
847-571-5629; Michelle 847-951-4890 or Sulie 847-558-
3389. All proceeds support our contributions to NSS Beth El 
Educational programs.
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Sisterhood

Torah Fund News
The aim of  Torah Fund is to provide every individual with the opportunity to participate in the 
preservation, promotion, and joy of Conservative/Masorti Judaism through active giving to the 
Torah Fund campaign of Women’s League for Conservative Judaism. The Torah Fund campaign 
supports: The Jewish Theological Seminary in New York; the Ziegler School of Rabbinic Studies in 
Los Angeles California and the Schechter Institute of Jewish Studies in Jerusalem.

Sisterhood’s Torah Fund directly supports these objectives. Through the commitment and dedication 
of our Torah Fund Chairman, Marilyn Lewis, and the commitment of our Beth El Community, we 
raise over $10,000 annually for the Torah Campaign.  

Thanks to all of you who donated to the Sisterhood Torah Fund. We have met our goal of raising 
$10,000 for the year 2011-2012 and thank you to all those who have recently donated to the Torah 
Fund:

Benefactors: ($180.00 +): Elise Frost and Marilyn Lewis

Contributors: ($18.00+): Ruth Belzer, Gail Feiger Brown, Rita Buckman, Lillian Charney, Barbara 
Dayan, Reva Duman, Barbara Gottesman, Elaine Krumbein, Ruth Kupchick, Adrienne Lasin, Erica 
Lindon, Allyson Rose, Rhoda Rothman, Reena Schiffman, Edith Turner, and Roberta Wexler

Marilyn Lewis  
Torah Fund Vice President

The Torah Fund Luncheon 
Tuesday, May 22
Noon

Covert $18. Please forward to Marilyn Lewis, c/o Beth El.

Sisterhood’s Torah Fund Classes provide an exceptional opportunity to study with 
extraordinary teachers and support our Torah Fund Campaign, too. Our annual Torah 
Fund luncheon is a time to recognize and thank these dedicated teachers: Rabbi Vernon 
Kurtz, Rabbi Michael Schwab, Hazzan Larry Goller,  Rachel Kamin and Merle Tovian. 
Our luncheon program this year will feature Alicia Gejman, Director of Formal 
Education at NSS Beth El, who will speak to us on, The Jewish Immigration to 
Argentina. We will also be voting on our slate of new Sisterhood Officers and on the 
changes in our by-laws.

The Dovekeepers is described by critics as Alice Hoffman’s most ambitious and mesmerizing novel; a 
“tour de force of imagination and research, set in ancient Israel with comparison’s to Anita Diamant’s 
The Red Tent.”

A sweeping, beautifully written story, this novel packs an emotional punch with a powerful portrayal 
of uncommon women enduring and surviving brutality and war. The Dovekeepers speaks through 
the vivid narratives of four spirited women caught up in the tragedy of the Jewish-Roman Wars in 
ancient Israel. Under violent siege from the Romans, their stories intersect and their determination 
not to lose themselves or forsake love and hope weaves together an alternative account of history that 
is both potent and engaging.

This promises to be an involving book to lose yourself in and a lively discussion to be a part of ! 

Torah Fund Book Chat presents: The Dovekeepers by Alice Hoffman
Saturday, May 12; 12:30pm-1:30pm 
Maxwell Abbell Library; Discussion leader: Rachel Kamin
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Sisterhood

Installation Luncheon
Tuesday, June 12
Installation Ceremonies led by Rabbi Vernon Kurtz

Installation is an important time in an organization…

…A time to look back and thank the women who have served Sisterhood with 
commitment and dedication; and who have enabled us to reach this time in our history.  

…A time to recognize Sisterhood Board members for unusual dedication and commitment, 
having served in an office well-beyond five years and who this year have, or are leaving, their 
Chairmanships: Susan Saper, Clara Gesklin, Barbara Blumberg, Chana Anderson, Rita 
Buckman, and Shirley Blair.

…A time to welcome our new Board for 2012-2014:
President: Michelle Krawitz; Executive Vice President Ways and Means: Rachel Ferber; 
VP Gift Shop: Diane Levin and Sulie Holt; VP Gift Shop Treasurer: Karen Kesner; 
VP Membership: Phyllis Cohodes, Barbara Gottesman and Jodi Mosk; VP Program: 
Barbara Hochwert and Allyson Rose; VP Special Interest Programs: Dena Cooperman; 
VP Torah Fund: Marilyn Lewis; Treasurer: Ramona Choos; Financial Secretary: Karen 
Weiss; Recording Secretary: Roz Kallish; Corresponding Secretaries: June Back Frydman 
and Phyllis Wygodny; Parliamentarian: Susan Saper; Past President: Pam Schlosberg; 
Members-at-Large: Maxine Simon, Millie Weber, and Natalie Weinstein.

Luncheon RSVP - $18 to Cara Madansky-Stiebel c/o NSS Beth El. For additional 
information, contact chairs: Cara Madansky-Stiebel (847-432-7668), Ruth Fischer (847-
433-1919) or Pam Schlosberg (847-433-7546).

2012-2013 Sisterhood Calendar

Let us help organize your calendar!  We include Jewish Holidays, Candle Lighting Times, Sisterhood and Synagogue 
Functions, as well as School and Secular Holidays.

New Years Greating: “We greet our friends and members of Beth El with best wishes for a Happy and Healthy New Year”.
Print your names as you wish it to appear on the greeting page (only the names of one family per greeting)

“Renew Our Lives in the Coming Months”

2012-2013 Calendar ___  x  $15.00 =
(New Years Greeting Included)

Total Amount Enclosed:  $

Name:

Address:

Phone Number:

Please send your check (payable to Beth El Sisterhood) by July 1, 2012 to: Ruth Fischer 620 Calais Circle  Highland Park, IL 60035

ORDER
YOURS 
TODAY!
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Men's Club

Men’s Club Golf League

The Beth El Men’s Club Wednesday 9 Hole Twilight Golf League will begin in June 
at Highland Park Country Club. Tee off time is 4:30 P.M. The green fees including 
golf cart for 12 weeks is $350. This includes the awards and Golf Dinner at the end 
of the season.

The golf league is open to all members of the congregation. Membership to N.S.S. 
Beth El Men’s Club is required. Send your check payable to N.S.S. Beth El Men’s 
Club to: Ben Blumberg, 45 Green Bay Rd., Highland Park, IL  60035.

For additional information contact Ben Blumberg at 847-433-2886 or bjbp@aol.com.

Yoni Grey, Andrew Freeman & Aaron Small tell us  
about their trip to Poland and Israel

Arnie Sandler introduced the students who 
participated in the Poland/Israel trip this past year.

Beth El Men's Club Holocaust Recipients Share Their  
Summer Experiences
Eight years ago, Men’s Club initiated a program for Beth El teens with funds earned 
from the Club’s annual Shoah Yellow Candle Project. The objective of the program was 
to encourage students to participate in a learning experience that included Holocaust 
related locations in Eastern Europe. The only requirement was that they return to Beth 
El and share their experiences at a Men’s Club Bagels program.
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“Had a busy week? Leave the cooking to us!” 

A Beth El Shabbat Dinner

Please join us on Friday, May 18, 2012 
for a Congregational Shabbat Dinner 
with your family - and your Beth El 
family! 

Choice of traditional or family 
Kabbalat Shabbat Services at 6:15pm 
followed by dinner & fun programming 
for the whole family. We look forward 
to sharing Shabbat with you!

To register by phone with a credit card: Contact Cheryl Swenson at cswenson@nssbethel.org or 847-432-8900 
x222. RSVP with this form and mail in with payment or register and pay directly from your Beth El account 
online by visiting our website at www.nssbethel.org and log in under Current Members.

$18 per adult x ___ =
(14yrs old & up)

$10 per child x ___ =
(4-13yrs old)

Children 3yrs old & under x ___
(no charge)

Total Amount Enclosed: $

Family Name

Name & Ages of Children Attending:

Seating Preference:

Please pay online at the nssbethel.org website or mail your check to: 1175 Sheridan Road, Highland Park, IL  60035  Attn: Shabbat Dinner
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Hopefully you will find yourself reading this article on a sunny spring 
day where memories of winter seem distant. I invite you, however, 

to recall the beautiful coming together of our Beth El community at the 
Social Action Committee’s 3rd annual Mitzvah Day in February. Though 
temperatures were cold, the warmth emanating from 1175 Sheridan Road 
was palpable. What a huge success! I am thrilled to report that over 250 
Beth El members came together to hear three riveting speakers from the 
Chicago Coalition for the Homeless and then broke away into groups 
which made hundreds of blankets for seriously ill children in area hospitals 
through Project Linus; stocked and organized the shelves of the Chicago 
Chesed Fund; sent care packages to wounded soldiers through our Troop 
Support project; gave joy to residents of the Brentwood Seniors’ Center by 
bringing their beloved pets to residents to visit and play; packed hundreds 
of pounds of meat at the Northern Illinois Food Bank and made 200 
lunches for homeless youth served by Chicago’s Night Ministry. It was 
a proud moment indeed and I thank you all for your openness, your 
generosity and time. I look forward to Mitzvah Day 2013.
 
Special Thanks To Our Mitzvah Committee:

Project Linus
Laurie Hochberg & Erica Dayan

Troop Support
Jan Channon & Ali Drumm

Seasoned Citizens
Fran Pine & Minde Korman

Brown Bags for Night Ministry
Rocky Rubinoff & Judy Dolins

Stock, Shop and Shelve for Chicago Chesed Fund
Mira Temkin

Packers for Northern Illinois Food Bank
Sulie Holt & Diane Levin

Committee
Beth Olderman, Honey Bronson, Enid & Larry Arnowitz, Rabbi Schwab

Programs sponsored by the Social Action Committee traditionally slow 
down in the summer months but the brainstorming never stops. I am 
looking forward to coming up with creative programming ideas and will 
keep you apprised of any new project ideas that pop up through our 
enewsletter. Join the Friends of Social Action Committee email list to stay 
in touch. Email me at jkottwolle@hotmail.com to join the list or volunteer. 

Have a wonderful summer!

Jacqueline Kott-Wolle
Chair, Social Action

Social Action In Action
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The 2011-2012 academic year has come to an end. This year was 
filled with learning, getting to know one another, and envisioning the 
next steps. Thanks to the dedication of our clergy, professional staff, youth 
professionals, madrikhim, and volunteers, students learned Torah, Jewish 
holidays, tefillah, Israel, Jewish history, and Ivrit. The collaboration 
between the youth community (Informal education) and the schools 
(Formal education) greatly enhanced the students’ experience. Every 
encounter provided an opportunity to engage our students in the road of 
Yiddishkeit (the Jewish way of life).

Following the Jewish tradition of marking the completion of study 
with a simchah, this academic year will culminate with two celebrations: 
the Gesher Dinner for seventh graders completing their studies at the 
Cohen Religious School and the eleventh grade May graduation for 
students in the Sokol Hebrew High School. These endings are important 
only insofar as they mark a new beginning. We encourage our students 
to become Jewish life-long learners continuing in the footsteps of Rabbi 
Akiva who discovered that even great stones could be rubbed smooth by 
the force of water. So can all students, young and old, access Jewish studies 
and become immersed in them. We hope you’ll continue your child’s 
pursuit of Jewish knowledge by enrolling them for the next school year.  
Information about registration will be emailed to parents in the beginning 
of summer and families will be able to register their children online using 
their Beth El member account. 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank parents for sharing your 
most precious possessions. The children are collectively and individually 
a source of pride and joy to Beth El and to the Jewish people at large.  
Thank you to Andrew Brown, to members of the Board of Education, 
members of both school committees for your hard work, and special 
thanks to Gail Scully, the Vice President of Education. Thank you to 
Deborah Shub for helping ensure the smooth running of the schools.  
Thank you to the hard-working custodians for keeping the schools tidy 
and in working condition. 

Alicia Gejman
Director of Formal Education

M’Shulchan Hamenahelet

Jack and Mildred Cohen Religious School
May – Iyar /Sivan 5772

May 2 Wednesday Last Vav Class

May 4 Friday Vav Gesher Dinner

May 6 Sunday I-Days (formerly the Walk with Israel)

May 16 Wednesday Author Event - Alef & Bet; Beth El Spring Music Festival

May 20 Sunday Last day for students attending Sunday only
PADS - Kindergarten/1st Grade & Hey

May 23 Wednesday Last Day of School

Bernard H. Sokol Hebrew High School
March/April – Adar / Iyar 5772

May 13 Sunday Sokol Hebrew High School Graduation

Jack & Mildred Cohen Religious School and 
Bernard H. Sokol Hebrew High School

Ashley Aronin

Abigail Blumenthal

Anna Carney

Cameron Chaikin

Charlie Deer

Mia Drelich

Mark Fox

Sophie Friedland

Ethan Glasberg

Jason Glikin

Audree Goone

Rebecca Greenstein

Aaron Hope

Hannah Jacobs

Ari Josephson

Noah Kraus

Samuel Lasin

Alexander Levine

Jonah Miller

Rebecca Mosk

Kira Obolsky

Jeremy Pascal

Daniel Pickard

Jonathan Raab

Ian Salinas

Brian Schneiderman

Lauren Schneiderman

Max Shapiro

Charles Skurie

Michael Tresley

Cameron Warren

Ethan Weil

Caroline Zessar

Benjamin Apter

Jonathan Chaikin

Naomi Cowans

Shayna Fertig

Ilana Goldwasser

Madeline Goone

Michael Greenberger

Elise Heisler

Samuel Iden

Jane Jackson

Zachary Keeshin

Brandon Krawitz

Avi Miller

Joshua Pascal

Benjamin Rosenkranz

Jaclyn Rubinoff

Marty Schatz

Paul Sherman

Amanda Skurie

Perry Weber

Asher Zallik

The following students have fulfilled 
the requirements of the Jack & 
Mildred Cohen Religious School:

Yeshar Kochachem to our Sokol 
Hebrew High School Graduates:
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It seems as though the year is just beginning and before we know 
it, cubbies are being emptied and our children are moving toward  
summer experiences.  

This year has been another year of growth for the Paul S. and Sylvia 
Steinberg Pre-School. Our children have grown socially, emotionally, 
physically, and cognitively. We continue to welcome new families to 
our program. 

There is a wonderful midrash told in the name of Rabbi Meir:
When the Israelites came to Mount Sinai to receive God’s word, God was not 
willing to give them the Torah without proof that they would cherish this 
precious gift. God said to Israel: “Give Me guarantors that you will treasure  
My Torah.”

The people of Israel said: “Our ancestors will be our guarantors.” God  
answered: “They are not sufficient. I have found fault with your ancestors.   
They would need guarantors for themselves."

The Israelites spoke again: “If You will not accept our ancestors, accept our 
prophets, they will vouch for us.” But God answered: “I have found fault with 
your prophets as well.”

The Israelites at last said to God: “If You will give us Your Torah we will offer 
You our children.”  And God said, “Since you offer Me your children as your 
guarantors, I will give you My Torah.” (Song of Songs Rabbah 1:4)

The idea of children as guarantors is especially meaningful to us in 
Jewish Early Childhood Education. Many of us feel that the work we 
do at the Pre-School helps to insure the future of Judaism for the next 
generation. We receive Torah, and in turn, we pass it on to our children.  

Whether as teachers, parents, grandparents, or relatives, we want to create 
an atmosphere filled with meaningful conversation, sacred moments, fun 
and warmth. We raise children to question and explore. We want children 
to know that it is important to be good; we want them to feel that they 
matter. In short, we want to raise children who live life according to Torah.

Throughout the school year, in our daily curriculum, whether secular 
or Judaic, we teach the words of Torah to our children by sharing our 
knowledge and traditions, by modeling life-long learning and most 
crucially, by sharing ourselves with the next generation.  

I would like to thank the congregation, staff, and families of the pre-
school who have been so supportive. Our amazing pre-school teachers give 
of themselves every day and are one of the things that make our school 
special. The work they do is so important. (Last month we were voted the 
top Pre-School in Highland Park by the Highland Park Patch.) May we all 
continue to go from strength to strength!   

Our school begins with children from age 16 months old through 
pre-kindergarten. Camp begins on June 18th for 8 weeks. For information 
about Camp or Pre-School call Director, Caron Knopoff, at 847-432-2830.

Caron Knopoff
Steinberg Pre-School Director

Paul S. and Sylvia Steinberg Pre-School
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Interested in taking a leadership role in the Jewish Community? 
Well, look no further! Run for a position on BEANS USY 
Executive Board or BEANS Kadima Executive Board. More 
information, including applications and requirements are online 
at www.nssbethel.org under the Youth Community page as well 
as look for information in your email Inbox. 

Had so much fun in this past year and can’t wait to register 
for the Youth Community during the 2012-2013 school year? 
Look for information online at www.nssbethel.org under the 
Youth Community page as well as for an email. This year, Beth 
El members will be able to register for the Youth Community 
under their Beth El Membership Accounts online. Look for 
information during the summer!

Mark you calendar for the End of the Year Youth Community 
Awards and Installations on Thursday, May 31st from 6:00pm-
9:00pm. Dinner will be served before honoring our outgoing and 
incoming Youth Leaders. RSVP to Matt at mlevitt@nssbethel.org. 

Beth El will be hosting a USY on Wheels Bus on the night of 
August 2nd. Visit with Jewish teens traveling around the country 
via bus, for an entire summer. Interested in hosting several teens? 
Please contact Ali Drumm at adrumm@nssbethel.org for more 
information.  

Are you a babysitter? Interested in picking up a little extra cash 
and around this summer? Well, then contact, Ali Drumm at 
adrumm@nssbethel.org to sign up. We will give your contact 
information to Beth El congregants when they call looking for 
babysitters. 

The BEANS of Change
We wish a fond farewell to our Associate Youth 
Community Director Matt Levitt and his fiance Sara 
Geboff, and all the best in their new endeavors in Denver, 
CO. Matt will become the Operations Manager for the 
Ramah Outdoor Adventure at Ramah in the Rockies, 
responsible for site development and operations, all 
program and travel logistics, and recruitment. Matt has 
made a significant positive impact in our congregation 
and Youth Community, and we will miss him. Matt, 
you will always be a part of the BEANS family!

We are proud to announce the hiring of Samantha Isenstein 
as our Youth Community Director for the 2012-2013 
school year. Samantha is local to Chicago, a staff member 
for Write On For Israel, and a long time member of the 
Camp Chi family. She has a master’s degree in Jewish 
Experiential Education from the Jewish Theological 
Seminary’s William Davidson Graduate School of Jewish 
Education. Samantha will be starting officially in late 
July, but expect to see her at a few Youth Community 
programs in May. We welcome Samantha and her 
husband Brian to North Suburban Synagogue Beth El!

Kol No’ar
The Voice of the Youth

Youth Community End of the Year Calendar at a Glance

Tuesday, May 1st from 7:00pm-9:00pm
USY Executive Board Candidates Meeting

Saturday, May 5th
Kindergarten thru 5th Grade Family Shabbat

Saturday Night, May 5th
USY End of the Year Lock-In

Sunday, May 6th
USY participates in the Chicagoland JUF Teen Walk for Israel 

Tuesday, May 8th from 7:00pm-9:00pm
USY Executive Board Elections

Wednesday, May 9th from 4:30pm-6:00pm
Kadima Executive Board Elections

Monday, May 14th from 6:00pm-7:00pm
PB&J End of the Year Picnic

Saturday, May 19th
USY Teen Minyan

Sunday, May 20th from 11:00am-12:30pm
Shalom Club End of the Year Picnic 

Sunday, May 20th from 1:00pm-3:00pm
Kadima End of the Year Picnic 

Thursday, May 31st from 6:00pm-9:00pm
Youth Community Awards and Installations

Paul Sherman, BEANS USY Israel Affairs Vice President, cheerfully makes 
Hamentashen for the Beth El Community Purim celebration. 
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Kabbalat Shabbat  
on the Lake

Friday, June 15
5:30 - 6:15 pm  
Nosh with your Beth El family

6:15 pm  
Kabbalat Shabbat 

 
If the weather is great, we will hold our 
services out in our back yard.  

Congratulations to our  
Solomon Schechter Day School Graduates!

David Aizenberg

Jorie Dayan

Elissa Hoffman

Melissa Levin

Sarah Levin

Zoe Nemetz

Joshua Silverstein

Joseph Spellberg

Hannah Taussig

Elizabeth Youshaei

Congratulations to our  
Chicagoland Jewish High School Graduate!

Miriam Coven
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- For Tzedakah - Joel Hirsch
- In honor of Barbara Feldman’s 70th Birthday - 
Raymond Hara

- In honor of Bradley Leshem becoming a Bar 
Mitzvah - Harris and Sharon Goldenberg

- In honor of Bradley Leshem becoming a Bar 
Mitzvah and with appreciation to Rabbi Kurtz - 
Benjamin and Andrea Leshem

- In honor of Lily’s baby naming and with 
appreciation to Rabbi Kurtz - Marci and Josh 
Sukenic

- In honor of Linda Maimon Feinstein, with utmost 
respect and appreciation - June Back Frydman

- In honor of Ray Hara, and with thanks for 
an Aliyah on my 65th Wedding Anniversary - 
Joseph Hara

- In honor of Rebecca Greenstein becoming a Bat 
Mitzvah - Karen Weiss

- In honor of Rebecca Greenstein becoming a Bat 
Mitzvah and with appreciation to Rabbi Kurtz - 
Ranna Rozenfeld and Shane Greenstein

- In honor of Remy Lichtenstein becoming a Bar 
Mitzvah and with appreciation to Rabbi Kurtz - 
Lorry Lichtenstein and Cara Mendes Lichtenstein

- In honor of Sylvia Simmi Hara’s 90th Birthday - 
Raymond Hara

- In honor of the 25th Wedding Anniversary of 
Dolly and Dan Nast - Sandra Becker

- In honor of the 65th Wedding Anniversary of 
Joseph and Anita Hara - Raymond Hara

- In honor of the birth of a daughter, Samantha 
Ann Hara, to Mr. and Mrs. Glenn Hara - 
Raymond Hara

- In honor of the marriage of Rachel Tovian to 
Jason Greenberg - Karen Weiss

- In honor of three little Millners - Milton and 
Roslyn Greenfield

- In memory of Barbara Golden, beloved mother 
of Scott Chaikin - Mike and Joyce Fox

- In memory of Benjamin Friefeld, beloved father-
in-law - Ethel Friefeld

- In memory of Bess Cohen, beloved mother - 
Fred and Corinne Lane

- In memory of Betty Wasserman, beloved 
grandmother - Michael and Debora Pinzur

- In memory of Celia Weil, beloved grandmother - 
David and Lynne Weinberg

- In memory of Dale Merle Rosner and with 
appreciation to Rabbi Kurtz - Kevin and Tamara 
Rosner

- In memory of Edith Hymanson Weiss, beloved 
mother - Karen Weiss

Rabbi Kurtz’s Discretionary Fund 

Todah Rabbah We are grateful for the following contributions:

- In memory of Dora Holland, beloved mother
in-law; Irving Holland, beloved brother-in-law - 
Joan Holland and Eli Glassman

- In memory of Dr. Marvin Burack, beloved brother 
of Elmer Burack and beloved father of Mitchell 
Burack - Fred and Corinne Lane

- In memory of Edith Levy from the Froy family 
and with appreciation to Rabbi Kurtz - Michael 
and Lynn Froy

- In memory of Edith Levy, beloved grandmother of 
Michael Froy - Rachel, Irwin, Patty & Matt Weiss

- In memory of Evelyn Halpern, beloved mother 
of Julie Isaacson - The Feinstein Family

- In memory of Fran Froy, beloved niece - Phyllis 
Froy

- In memory of Gerard Aronin, beloved father - 
Marc and Sharon Leaf

- In memory of Hale H. Lait and with appreciation 
to the Beth El Clergy - The Family of Hale H. Lait

- In memory of Harry and Dorothy Magad, 
beloved parents - Irwin and Linda Magad

- In memory of Helen Leeds, beloved mother - 
Steven and Beth Leeds

- In memory of Jeffrey Garton, beloved father - 
Stephen and Diane Levin

- In memory of Jennie Reisin, beloved mother - 
Bernard and Elaine Reisin

- In memory of Joseph J. Gray, beloved father - 
Elaine Gray Loseff

- In memory of Lawrence Posen and with 
appreciation to Rabbi Kurtz - The Posen Family

- In memory of Leah Gutman, beloved mother of 
Joseph Gutman - William and Joan Brodsky

- In memory of Leonard Weitzman and with 
appreciation to Rabbi Kurtz 
- Esther Dobrofsky
- Keith and Cheryl Weitzman

- In memory of Leonard Weitzman, beloved father 
of Keith and Mark Weitzman 
- Leonard and Roberta Rubenstein
- Bob Pernini
- Mr and Mrs Steve Rundell
- Philip and Shirley Schiffman

- In memory of Lillian B. Rabatsky, beloved wife 
and mother - Melvin Rabatsky

- In memory of Louis Shulman, beloved father - 
Alvin Shulman

- In memory of Margaret and Jeno Galambos, 
beloved parents - Joseph and Susan Adler

- In memory of Martin Maiman, beloved father
and grandfather - Steven and Linda Feinstein
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- In memory of Max Glassman, beloved father - 
Joan Holland and Eli Glassman

- In memory of Meyer W. Reisin, beloved brother - 
Bernard and Elaine Reisin

- In memory of Mildred and Jay Carlton, beloved 
parents - Dennis and Jane Carlton

- In memory of Mollie Rich, beloved mother - 
Sheila Olshansky

- In memory of Morris Cooper, beloved father - 
Phillip and Sandra Cooper

- In memory of Morton Shiner, beloved father 
and grandfather and in honor of Sonny Shiner - 
Stuart, Debbie, Sydney and Emma Shiner

- In memory of Morton Shiner, beloved husband - 
Sonja Shiner

- In memory of Norman Matthew, beloved father - 
Harrison Matthew

- In memory of Ruth Posternack, beloved cousin 
and Ruth Posternack, beloved mother of Drina 
Nadler - Joseph and Susan Ament

- In memory of Pearle Cohen 
- Mary Ann Halford and Kate
- Roy and Benita Raemer
- Beverly Newman

- In memory of Pearle Cohen, our beloved mother, 
and with appreciation to Rabbi Kurtz - The 
children of Pearle Cohen

- In memory of Reuben R. Stein, beloved father - 
Alan and Marcia Kaplin

- In memory of Robert Kupchick, beloved 
husband - Ruth Kupchick

- In memory of Sam Sadoff, beloved father -
Michael and Phyllis Sadoff

Rabbi Kurtz’s Discretionary Fund 
(continued)

- In memory of Ruth Posternack, beloved mother 
of Drina Nadler 
- Roger and Jeri Smith
- Daniel and Shelly Braver

- In memory of Ruth Posternack, beloved mother, 
and with appreciation to Rabbi Kurtz - Michael 
and Drina Nadler

- In memory of Sarah Bichunsky, beloved mother - 
Philip and Doreen Feitelberg

- In memory of Sidney Feinstein, beloved father - 
Arthur and Lynn Cohen

- In memory of Sidney Friefeld, beloved husband - 
Ethel Friefeld

- In memory of Stewart Freifeld, beloved husband - 
Marilyn Freifeld

- In memory of Tamara Breuer and with 
appreciation to Rabbi Kurtz - Caryn Sedloff and 
Susan Bradley

- In memory of Tamara Breuer, beloved mother of 
Caryn Sedloff - Lorna Greenspahn

- In memory of Jack Landsman, beloved father - 
Gregory and Lois Moss

- Wishing a complete & speedy recovery to Dorothy 
Bernay - Bernard and Elaine Reisin

- With appreciation and thanks to Rabbi Kurtz - 
Renee Bearak

- With appreciation  
- Frances Lee Zand and Pendri Shalem
- Sidney Rosenberg

- With appreciation to Rabbi Vernon Kurtz on the 
birth of Ari Jacob, Sadie Anne and Elliott Carter 
Millner - Ira and Barbara Berger

Todah Rabbah

Rabbi Schwab’s Discretionary 
Fund

- In memory of Julius Juron, beloved father - 
Marvin and Joyce Juron

- In memory of Lazar Elkin, beloved father - Anita 
Spieler

- In memory of Lillian Friedman, beloved mother; 
Celia Lapin, beloved mother; Abraham Lapin, 
beloved father - Philip and Phyllis Lapin

- In memory of Morris Foxman, beloved father - 
Leonard and Rochelle Foxman

- In memory of Morris Wilk, beloved father - 
Roger Wilk

- In memory of Morton Shiner, beloved father 
and grandfather and in honor of Sonny Shiner - 
Stuart, Debbie, Sydney and Emma Shiner

- In memory of Rose Ramek, beloved mother; Ida 
Pollack, beloved mother-in-law - Joyce Pollack

- In honor of Bradley Leshem becoming a Bar 
Mitzvah and with appreciation to Rabbi Schwab - 
Benjamin and Andrea Leshem

- In honor of Rebecca Greenstein becoming a Bat 
Mitzvah and with appreciation to Rabbi Schwab - 
Ranna Rozenfeld and Shane Greenstein

- In honor of Remy Lichtenstein becoming a 
Bar Mitzvah and with appreciation to Rabbi 
Schwab - Lorry Lichtenstein and Cara Mendes 
Lichtenstein

- In honor of the birth of Baby Boy Goodman - 
Becca and Sam Tatel

- In honor of the birth of our granddaughter, 
Alexis Perry Schneider - Alan and Susan Resnick

- In memory of Burton R. Rosenberg, beloved 
father - Scott and Maureen Chaikin

- In memory of Ethel and Gilbert Levy, beloved 
parents - Adrian and Linda Winick
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Hazzan’s Discretionary Fund - In honor of Bradley Leshem becoming a Bar 
Mitzvah and with appreciation to Hazzan Goller - 
Benjamin and Andrea Leshem

- In honor of Rebecca Greenstein becoming a Bat 
Mitzvah and with appreciation to Hazzan Goller 

- Ranna Rozenfeld and Shane Greenstein
- In honor of Remy Lichtenstein becoming a 
Bar Mitzvah and with appreciation to Hazzan 
Goller - Lorry Lichtenstein and Cara Mendes 
Lichtenstein

- In memory of Amy Ebstein, beloved daughter; 
Leon Rosman, beloved father; Bella Rosman, 
beloved mother; Marshall Rosman, beloved 
brother - Bernhard and Roslyn Ebstein

- In memory of Judith Silver, beloved sister-in-law 
- Bruce and Audrey Silver

Adolph M. and Lottye Jacobson 
Israel Scholarship Endowment Fund 

- In memory of Jonathan Fisher, beloved son of 
Conrad and Edith Fisher - Martin and JoAnn 
Jacobson

Ba’al Korei Institute Fund - In memory of Roma Kaltman, beloved mother of 
Dr. Jerome Kaltman - Gerald and Adrienne Lasin

- With appreciation to Josh Leavitt for all of his 
assistance - Mark and Robin Greenberger

Rabbi Schwab’s Discretionary 
Fund (continued)

- In memory of Sadie Kulakofsky, beloved mother - 
Ruth Belzer

- In memory of Sadie Spieler, beloved mother-in-
law - Anita Spieler

- In memory of Howard Bloom’s beloved father - 
Jeffrey and Michele Glass

- With appreciation and thanks to Rabbi Schwab - 
Joel and Pearl Kagan

Ann and Jack Weinberg 
Holocaust Memorial Education 
Endowment Fund 

- In memory of Ann Weinberg, beloved mother 
and Bubbie - Joel and Pearl Kagan

Todah Rabbah We are grateful for the following contributions:

Ben and Marion Drachler 
Scholarship Endowment Fund 

- In memory of Ben Drachler, beloved father - A. 
Michael and Nancy Drachler

Bernard H. Sokol Hebrew High 
School Fund

- In honor of Ronnie Jo Sokol and your 
outstanding Torah reading on Shabbat Shekalim - 
Sandy Starkman, Larry, Uri & Avram Pachter

Beth El Camp Scholarship Fund - In honor of Richard Small’s special birthday - 
Renee and Wayne Hochberg

- In memory of Ruth Posternack, beloved mother 
of Drina Nadler - Donna and Steve Isenberg

Capital Improvement Fund - In memory of Cynthia Schwartz, beloved sister 
and Jerry Barnett, beloved brother - Ruth and 
Sherwin Geiderman

- In memory of Florence Goldberg, beloved mother 
of Ron Goldberg - Marcy and Kenneth Levin

- In memory of Leonard Weitzman, beloved father 
of Keith Weitzman - Marcy and Kenneth Levin

- In memory of Louis and Phyllis Senescu, beloved
parents - Stuart and Marlene Senescu

- In memory of Rose Sher, beloved great-
grandmother - Michael and Sara Sher

- In memory of Sarah Platt, beloved mother - 
Harold and Eileen Lederman

- In memory of Sylvia Barnett, beloved mother 
and Sylvan Geiderman, beloved brother - 
Sherwin and Ruth Geiderman
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Todah Rabbah

Irving and Janet Robbin 
Scholar-in-Residence Program 
Endowment Fund 

- In memory of Florence-Fayge - Sandy Starkman, 
Larry, Uri & Avram Pachter

Gertrude Lederman Family Continuing 
Education Endowment Fund 

- In honor of Sammy, grandson of Gerald and 
Adrienne Lasin, becoming a Bar Mitzvah - Robert 
and Beth Footlik

- In memory of Leonard Weitzman - Robert and 
Beth Footlik

- In memory of Tamara Breuer, beloved mother of 
Caryon Sedloff - Robert and Beth Footlik

- Wishing complete & speedy recovery to Adrienne 
Lasin - Robert and Beth Footlik

- Wishing complete & speedy recovery to Sandy 
Starkman’s mother - Robert and Beth Footlik

- In honor of the marriage of Rachel Tovian and 
Jason Greenberg - Ira and Elise Frost

- In memory of Florence Goldberg, beloved 
mother of Ron Goldberg - The Continuing 
Education Committee

- In memory of Leonard Weitzman, beloved father 
of Keith Weitzman - Ira and Elise Frost

- In memory of Pearle Cohen, beloved mother - 
Ira and Elise Frost

Gertrude & Morris Lederman 
Continuing Education Program  

- In memory of Morris and Gertrude Lederman - 
Pamela Willner

Edward S. Frank Israel Study 
Memorial Endowment Fund 

- In honor of Nessia Frank’s special birthday - Ruth 
Frank Polcino

- With appreciation - Ruth Frank

Gerald and Rita Buckman Yom 
Ha’atzmaut Endowment Fund 

- In memory of Dr. Mania Levitan, beloved mother 
of Victor Levitan - Gerald and Rita Buckman

- In memory of Pearl Cohen - Gerald and Rita 
Buckman

Israel Scholarship General 
Endowment Fund 

- In memory of Alice Genis, beloved sister of 
Edith Turner - Milton and Iona Levenfeld

Jack & Mildred Cohen Religious 
School Fund 

- Donation to The Martha Knopfler Teacher’s 
Resource Center from Alex Knopfler in honor of 
his 90th Birthday - Alex Knopfler

- In memory of Beverly Baum, beloved sister - 
Howard and Lois Hirschfield

- In memory of Dorothy Hirschfield, beloved 
mother - Howard and Lois Hirschfield

- In memory of Dr. Mania Levitan, beloved 
mother of Dr. Victor Levitan - Erica Friedman

- In memory of Neil Levinson, beloved brother - 
David and Pamela Hirschfield

- In honor of our granddaughter Yael Smith - 
James and Joanne Smith

Jean T. & Morton Bernstein Camp 
Ramah Endowment Fund 

- In memory of Abraham and Fanny Schwartzberg - 
Janet Robbin

- In memory of Rebecca Ellen Benson, beloved 
daughter - David and Karen Benson

Joseph and Mae Gray Cultural & 
Learning Center Fund 

- In honor of Lyla Avery Gray, granddaughter of 
Shari Gray - Shari Gray

- In honor of the marriage of Sarah, daughter of 
Cheryl and Ted Banks - Andrew and Gail Brown

- In memory of Ephraim Goldstein, beloved father - 
Michael Goldstein

- In memory of Florence Goldberg, beloved mother
of Ron Goldberg - Andrew and Gail Brown

- In memory of Frances Wallace, beloved mother - 
Maury and Mona Kravitz

- In memory of Hortense Rubinoff, beloved 
mother - Leonard and Lynn Weitz

- In memory of Joan Zweifler, beloved mother - 
David and Robin Nankin

- In memory of Martin G. Brown, beloved father - 
Michael and Sara Sher
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Maot Chittim Fund - In honor of Rick Small’s 60th Birthday - Alan 
and Margaret Silberman & Family

- In memory of Feigy Goldberg, beloved mother 
of Ron Goldberg - Steven and Leslie Blum

- In memory of Richard Talman, beloved brother 
of Marge Birnbaum - Mary Ellen and Larry 
Goldsmith

- Wishing a complete & speedy recovery to Adrienne 
Lasin -  Refuah Schlema - Gerry Kaplan

- With appreciation - Frances and Joel Rabinowitz

Joseph and Mae Gray Cultural & 
Learning Center Fund (continued)

- In memory of Yetta Stark, beloved mother - Natalie 
Weinstein

Kopin Family Fund for Children’s 
T’filot Education Endowment Fund 

- In honor of the marriage of Gabriel Kopin and 
Brianna Mamberg - Harris and Sharon Goldenberg

Kurtz Family Youth Endowment Fund - In memory of Dorothy Kurtz, beloved mother 
and Samuel Wise, beloved father - Rabbi Vernon 
and Bryna Kurtz

- In memory of Pearle Cohen - Debora & Michael 
Pinzur     

Todah Rabbah We are grateful for the following contributions:

Maxwell Abbell Library Fund - In honor of Alexander Knopfler’s 90th Birthday - 
Jeffrey and Michele Glass

- In memory of Florence Goldberg, beloved 
mother of Ron Goldberg - The Lidov Family

- In memory of Rosi Ruhstaedt, beloved aunt and 
Hanni Marx Hamburger, beloved sister - Arnold 
and Hilda Reingold

- In memory of Sidney Desser, beloved husband of 
Linda Desser - Babs Balson

Minyan Service Fund - In honor of my Levi “Aliyah” - Felissa Kreindler
- In honor of the safe return of Ptolemy Juron - 
Marvin and Joyce Juron

- In memory of Aaron M. Dlugie, beloved father - 
David and Joyce Dlugie

- In memory of Aleck Weber, beloved father - Bob 
and Millie Weber

- In memory of Belle Lasin, beloved mother - 
Gerald and Adrienne Lasin

- In memory of Bessie Talman, beloved mother - 
Leonard and Marjorie Birnbaum

- In memory of David L. Weiss, beloved father - 
Irwin J. Weiss

- In memory of Dr. Edward M. Goldberg, beloved 
husband - Sheila Goldberg

- In memory of Florence Goldberg, beloved 
mother of Ron Goldberg 
- Mary Ellen and Larry Goldsmith
- Bob and Millie Weber
- Mark and Jodie Mosk

- In memory of George Lieberman, beloved father - 
Mark and Laura Lieberman

- In memory of Gwendolyn Gertz, beloved step
mother - William and Sharon Gertz

- In memory of Hortense Rubinoff, beloved 
mother - Earl and Rochelle Rubinoff

- In memory of Isaac Menkin, beloved father - 
Susan Saper

- In memory of Isadore Smolensky, beloved father; 
Abe Levin, beloved father - Ernest Smolen

- In memory of Joseph Birnbaum, beloved father - 
Leonard and Marjorie Birnbaum

- In memory of Jules Goldberg, beloved father - 
Ronald and Eileen Goldberg

- In memory of Julian Saper, beloved husband - 
Susan Saper

- In memory of Leonard Weitzman, beloved father 
of Keith Weitzman 
- Earl and Rochelle Rubinoff
- Sandy Starkman, Larry, Uri & Avram Pachter

- In memory of Nancy Ellen Snyder - Helen Snyder
- In memory of Nathan Talman, beloved father - 
Leonard and Marjorie Birnbaum

- In memory of Pearle T. Cohen, dear friend - 
Susan Saper
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Paul S. & Sylvia Steinberg 
Pre-School Fund 

- In honor of Lindsay Katz becoming a Bat Mitzvah - 
Paul S. & Sylvia Steinberg Pre-School Staff

- In honor of the birth of Joel and Pearl Kagan’s 
grandsons - Caron and Jack Knopoff

- In memory of Aaron Cohen, beloved son of Stephen 
and Lynn Cohen - Richard and Joan Shapiro

- In memory of Bessie Rosenthal, beloved mother - 
Marshall and Marcia Witzel

- In memory of Florence Goldberg, beloved mother 
of Ron Goldberg 
- Richard and Joan Shapiro
- Ira and Deborah Rosenberg
- Paul S. & Sylvia Steinberg Pre-School Staff

- In memory of Leonard Weitzman, beloved father 
of Keith Weitzman - Ira and Deborah Rosenberg

- In memory of Marjorie Silvert, beloved mother 
of Libby Goldenberg
- Paul S. & Sylvia Steinberg Pre-School 
- Richard and Joan Shapiro

- In appreciation - Rinna and Eric Maletsky

Minyan Service Fund (continued) - In memory of Rae Brickman, beloved step-mother - 
Shirley Scheinman

- In memory of Robert C. Morton, beloved father of 
Paul Morton - Earl and Rochelle Rubinoff

- In memory of Sarah Maleh, beloved sister - 
Jeanette Massey

- In memory of the 10th Yahrzeit of Sidney 
Starkman - Ronnie Jo Sokol

- For Yahrzeit - Sanford and Adrienne Eckerling

NSSBE Special Gifts Fund - In honor of Bradley Leshem becoming a Bar 
Mitzvah - Lorry Lichtenstein and Cara Mendes 
Lichtenstein

- In honor of Irv and Ellen Kuperman’s 50th 
wedding anniversary - Stan and Joyce Zeldin

- In memory of Leonard Weitzman, beloved father 
of Keith Weitzman 
- Maureen Wener
- Harold H. Mosak
- Ira G. Spiro, D.D.S., Ltd
- Z. Samuel and Judith Bernstein
- Gary and Karen Gruen
- William Fisch

- In memory of Pearle Cohen 
- Jerry and Bobbie Lowell
- Edward and Carole Casper

- In memory of Pearle Cohen, beloved mother of 
Janet Cohen - Paula Scholl and Byron Roche

- In memory of Pearle Cohen, beloved sister of 
Margie Gellman - Edward and Charlene Glanz

- In memory of Pearle Cohen, our beloved cousin - 
Marvin and Ruth Farber

- With appreciation - George Glauberman

Prayer Book Fund - In honor of Ethan Glasberg becoming a Bar 
Mitzvah - Bob & Sharon Abams

- In honor of Sam Lasin becoming a Bar Mitzvah 
and wishing Mazel tov to the entire Lasin family - 
Ronald and Sharon Subeck

- In memory of Albert and Sylvia Wishnick, beloved 
parents - Sanford and Adrienne Eckerling

- In memory of Dionisio Salinas, beloved father - 
Edward and Sari Salinas

- In memory of Donna and Newton Truger, beloved 
parents of Julie Baum - Michael and Wendi Ezgur

- In memory of Dr. Mania Levitan, beloved mother 
of Dr. Victor Levitan - Joseph and Susan Ament

- In memory of Edith Levy, beloved mother of 
Phyllis Froy and beloved grandmother of Michael 
Froy - Andrew and Gail Brown

- In memory of Florence Goldberg, beloved mother 
of Ron Goldberg - David and Madeleine Solomon

- In memory of Joseph Breger, beloved father of 
Harlan Breger - Steven and Frances Shapiro

- In memory of Larry Tayne, beloved husband, father 
and grandfather - Charlotte Tayne and Family

- In memory of Leonard J. Rapaport - Marvin and 
Sara Siegel

- In memory of Leonard Weitzman, beloved father 
of Keith Weitzman 
- Joseph and Susan Ament
- Neil and Barbara Rubenstein

- In memory of Miriam Klasky, beloved mother of 
Bennett Klasky - Steven and Frances Shapiro

- In memory of Mollie Sered, beloved mother - 
Melvin and Hedy Sered
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Ritual Refurbishment Endowment 
Fund 

- In honor of Barbara and Jack Blumberg’s 
wedding anniversary and Jack’s special birthday -
Pat Shubert

- In honor of Bradley becoming a Bar Mitzvah 
and with appreciation to Mark Stadler - 
Benjamin and Andrea Leshem

- In honor of Richard Small’s special birthday -
Jack and Barbara Blumberg

- In memory of Benjamin Levenson, beloved 
father and Esther Schiffman, beloved
grandmother - Jack and Barbara Blumberg

Prayer Book Fund (continued) - In memory of Nate and Judith Coven, beloved 
parents of Steven Coven - Steven and Frances Shapiro

- In memory of Rosalyn Fegenhols, beloved mother - 
Iris Wittenberg

- In memory of Sarah Maleh, beloved sister of 
Jeanette Massey - Steven and Frances Shapiro

- In memory of Sam Kaltman, beloved father - 
Jerome and Mary Kaltman

- In memory of Sidney L. Starkman on his 10th
Yahrzeit - Sandy Starkman, Larry, Uri and Avram 
Pachter

- Wishing a complete & speedy recovery to Bebe 
Hendrix - Marvin and Sara Siegel

Pushke/Tzedakah Fund - In memory of Anna Pathman, beloved aunt -  
Bob and Millie Weber

- In memory of Mariasse Kurchitzer, beloved 
grandmother - Bob and Millie Weber

Todah Rabbah We are grateful for the following contributions:

Social Action Fund - In honor of Eugene Goldfarb being named Hatan 
Bereshit - Mary Ellen and Larry Goldsmith

- In honor of Mitzvah Day 
- Steven and Frances Shapiro
- Chana Anderson

- In honor of Troop Support 
- Michael and Susan Millenson
- David Smith and Michelle Wasserman
- Scott and Julie Rubin

Special Gifts Fund - In honor of Benjamin Dorfman becoming a Bar 
Mitzvah - Andrew and Gail Brown

- In honor of Bradley Leshem becoming a Bar 
Mitzvah - Andrew and Gail Brown

- In honor of Brian Koltin becoming a Bar 
Mitzvah - Andrew and Gail Brown

- In honor of Brian Schneiderman becoming a Bar 
Mitzvah - Andrew and Gail Brown

- In honor of Charles Skurie becoming a Bar 
Mitzvah - Andrew and Gail Brown

- In honor of Charlie Deer becoming a Bar 
Mitzvah - Andrew and Gail Brown

- In honor of Ethan Glasberg becoming a Bar 
Mitzvah - Andrew and Gail Brown

- In honor of Jonathan Silvers beoming a Bar 
Mitzvah - Andrew and Gail Brown

- In honor of Lauren Schneiderman becoming a 
Bat Mitzvah - Andrew and Gail Brown

- In honor of Remy Lichtenstein becoming a Bar 
Mitzvah - Andrew and Gail Brown

- In honor of Anna Carney becoming a Bat 
Mitzvah - Andrew and Gail Brown

- In honor of Audree Goone becoming a Bat 
Mitzvah - Andrew and Gail Brown

- In honor of Ayala Schwartz becoming a Bat 
Mitzvah - Andrew and Gail Brown

- In honor of Barbara Hochberg becoming a Bat 
Mitzvah - Andrew and Gail Brown

- In honor of Bessie Cohen becoming a Bat 
Mitzvah - Andrew and Gail Brown

- In honor of Cameron Chaikin becoming a Bat 
Mitzvah - Andrew and Gail Brown

- In honor of Caroline Zessar becoming a Bat 
Mitzvah - Andrew and Gail Brown

- In honor of Daniel Pickard becoming a Bar 
Mitzvah - Andrew and Gail Brown

- In honor of David Aizenberg becoming a Bar 
Mitzvah - Andrew and Gail Brown

- In honor of Davis Blum becoming a Bar 
Mitzvah - Andrew and Gail Brown

- In honor of Elizabeth Youshaei becoming a Bat 
Mitzvah - Andrew and Gail Brown

- In honor of Ethan Weil becoming a Bar Mitzvah - 
Andrew and Gail Brown

- In honor of Hannah Shanes becoming a Bat 
Mitzvah - Andrew and Gail Brown

- In honor of Joshua Wasserman becoming a Bar 
Mitzvah - Andrew and Gail Brown
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Special Gifts Fund (continued) - In honor of Loren Vladem becoming a Bat 
Mitzvah - Andrew and Gail Brown

- In honor of Matthew Frisch becoming a Bar 
Mitzvah - Andrew and Gail Brown

- In honor of Nathan Apter becoming a Bar Mitzvah - 
Andrew and Gail Brown

- In honor of Noah Kraus becoming a Bar Mitzvah - 
Andrew and Gail Brown

- In honor of Rebecca Greenstein becoming a Bat 
Mitzvah - Andrew and Gail Brown

- In honor of Rebecca Mosk becoming a Bat 
Mitzvah - Andrew and Gail Brown

- In honor of Robert Aronoff becoming a Bar 
Mitzvah - Andrew and Gail Brown

- In honor of Samson Hoffman becoming a Bar 
Mitzvah - Andrew and Gail Brown

- In honor of Samuel Lasin becoming a Bar 
Mitzvah - Andrew and Gail Brown

- In memory of Sam Wise, beloved father - Rabbi 
Vernon and Bryna Kurtz

- In memory of Sanford Rossen, beloved father - 
Elliot and Anne Rossen

- In memory of Tillie and Charles Michaels,
beloved parents - Harold and Reva Dreebin

Spitz Family /Ruth and Milton 
Liebman Israel Scholarship 
Endowment Fund 

- In honor of the marriage of Rachel Tovian, 
daughter of Merle and Steven Tovian - Mark and 
Mae Spitz

- In memory of Alice Genis, beloved sister of Edith 
Turner - Mark and Mae Spitz

- In memory of Dr. Mania Levitan, beloved mother 
of Victor Levitan - Mark and Mae Spitz

- In memory of Michael Liebman, beloved son of
Dr. and Mrs. Ronald Liebman - Mark and Mae 
Spitz

- In memory of Rose Chenin, beloved aunt - Mark 
and Mae Spitz

Vernon Kurtz, Rabbi
Michael Schwab, Rabbi
Larry B. Goller, Hazzan
Chuck Kahalnik, Executive Director
Alicia Gejman, Director of Formal Education
Caron Knopoff, Pre-School Director 

Mark Stadler, Ritual Director
Ali Drumm, Director of Informal Education
Matt Levitt, Associate Youth Community Director
Rachel Kamin, Cultural & Learning Center Director
Merle Tovian, Continuing Education Director
Andrew W. Brown, President

NSSBE Staff
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June 2012 Events Calendar

 
1
9:00am Beth El Community 
Network
6:15pm Kabbalat Shabbat
8:00pm Candle Lighting  

2
8:50am Shabbat Services 
Bar Mitzvah-Michael Treslev
9:15am Beit Midrash Minyan 
8:00pm Mincha /Ma'ariv 
9:05pm Shabbat Ends

3 4 5 
12:00pm Sisterhood Board 
Meeting

6  7  8
9:00am Beth El Community 
Network
6:15pm Kabbalat Shabbat
8:05pm Candle Lighting  

9
8:50am Shabbat Services 
Bar Mitzvah-Benjamin Gerstein
Bar Mitzvah-Jonathan Raab
8:00pm Mincha /Ma'ariv 
9:10pm Shabbat Ends

10 11 12
12:00pm Sisterhood Installment 
Lunch

13
7:00pm Hartman Institute 
Lectures

14 15
9:00am Beth El Community 
Network
5:30pm Kabbalat Shabbat on 
the Lake
6:15pm Kabbalat Shabbat
8:08pm Candle Lighting

16
9:00am Summer Shabbat 
Services 
8:00pm Mincha /Ma'ariv 
9:13pm Shabbat Ends

17 18 19
8:00pm House Committee 
Meeting
8:00pm Men's Club Board 
Meeting

20   Rosh Hodesh Tammuz 21  Rosh Hodesh Tammuz  22 
9:00am Beth El Community 
Network
6:15pm Kabbalat Shabbat
8:10pm Candle Lighting

23
9:00am Summer Shabbat 
Services 
8:00pm Mincha /Ma'ariv 
9:15pm Shabbat Ends

24 
2:00pm Men's Club Grilling 
Cook Off

25  26  27 28 29
9:00am Beth El Community 
Network
6:15pm Kabbalat Shabbat
8:11pm Candle Lighting

30
9:00am Summer Shabbat 
Services 
8:00pm Mincha /Ma'ariv 
9:16pm Shabbat Ends
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1
 

2 3 4  Independence Day
8:45am Morning Minyan

5 6
9:00am Beth El Community 
Network
6:15pm Kabbalat Shabbat
8:09pm Candle Lighting  

7
9:00am Summer Shabbat 
Services 
8:00pm Mincha /Ma'ariv 
9:14pm Shabbat Ends

8  Fast of 17th of Tammuz 9 10 11 12 13
9:00am Beth El Community 
Network
6:15pm Kabbalat Shabbat
8:06pm Candle Lighting  

14
9:00am Summer Shabbat 
Services 
8:00pm Mincha /Ma'ariv 
9:11pm Shabbat Ends

15 16 17 18 19 20  Rosh Hodesh Av
9:00am Beth El Community 
Network
6:15pm Kabbalat Shabbat
8:02pm Candle Lighting

21
9:00am Summer Shabbat 
Services 
8:00pm Mincha /Ma'ariv 
9:07pm Shabbat Ends

22 23 24 25 26  27
9:00am Beth El Community 
Network
6:15pm Kabbalat Shabbat
7:55pm Candle Lighting

28  Erev Tisha B'Av
9:00am Summer Shabbat 
Services 
7:45pm Mincha /Ma'ariv 
9:00pm Shabbat Ends

29  Tisha B'Av   
8:45am Festival Service
2:50pm Mincha 
8:50pm Ma’ariv 

30 31  Aug 1 Aug 2 Aug 3
9:00am Beth El Community 
Network
6:15pm Kabbalat Shabbat
7:48pm Candle Lighting

Aug 4
9:00am Summer Shabbat 
Services 
7:45pm Mincha /Ma'ariv 
8:53pm Shabbat Ends
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May 2012 Events Calendar

1
12:00pm Sisterhood Board 
Meeting

2
7:00pm Hartman Institute 
Lectures  

3  4
9:00am Beth El Community 
Network
6:15pm Vav-Gesher Shabbat 
Service
6:15pm Kabbalat Shabbat
7:32pm Candle Lighting  

5
8:50am Shabbat Services
Bar Mitzvah-Jonah Miller
Bar Mitzvah-Jason Gilkin
12:00pm Shalom Club/M&M 
Club Family Shabbat Lunch
7:30pm Mincha Bat Mitzvah - 
Kira Obolsky
7:30pm Mincha /Ma’ariv  
8:38pm Shabbat Ends

6
9:00am Teen Walk with Israel
9:30am JUF Idays: IsraFest 
Family Fun Day

7
8:00pm Board of Education 
Committee Meeting

8 9
10:00am Writer’s Beit Midrash
8:00pm Religious School 
Committee Meeting 

10  Lag B'Omer  11
9:00am Beth El Community 
Network
6:00pm Preschool Shabbat 
Dinner
6:15pm Kabbalat Shabbat 
7:40pm Candle Lighting

12
8:50am Shabbat Services 
Bat Mitzvah-Ashley Aronin
Bat Mitzvah-Emily Aronin
12:30pm Sisterhood Torah 
Fund Book Club
7:30pm Mincha /Ma’ariv  
8:45pm Shabbat Ends

13
12:00pm Sokol Hebrew High 
School Graduation

14 
8:00pm CLC Committee 
Meeting 
8:00pm Ritual Committee 
Meeting

15
8:00pm House Committee

16 
1:00pm Sisterhood Mah Jongg
4:00pm Alef & Bet Awards 
Ceremony & Author Event
7:45pm Spring Music Festival 

17
12:00pm Study in the Loop
 7:45pm Annual Meeting 

18 
9:00am Beth El Community 
Network
6:15pm Kabbalat Shabbat 
7:00pm Congregational 
Shabbat Dinner
7:48pm Candle Lighting

19
8:50am Shabbat Services 
Bar Mitzvah-Max Shapiro
Bar Mitzvah-Aaron Hope
9:15am Beit Midrash Minyan
10:00am Teen Minyan Shabbat
12:00pm Teen Minyan Lunch
12:30pm Men's Club Kiddush Club
7:30pm Mincha/Ma’ariv 
8:53pm Shabbat Ends

20  Yom Yerushalayim
11:00am Men's Club Board 
Meeting

21 
8:00pm Continuing Education 
Committee Meeting

22  Rosh Hodesh Sivan
12:30pm Sisterhood Torah 
Fund Lunch

23
10:00am Writer’s Beit Midrash

24 25
9:00am Beth El Community 
Network
6:15pm Kabbalat Shabbat 

7:54pm Candle Lighting

26  Erev Shavuot
8:50am Shabbat Services
Bar Mitzvah-Harrison Freeman
7:45pm Mincha /Ma’ariv  
7:55pm Candle Lighting
8:00pm Tikkun Layl Shavuot

27  Shavuot
8:50am Festival Service
8:00pm Mincha /Ma’ariv 
8:56pm Candle Lighting

28  Shavuot/Yizkor 
       Memorial Day
8:50am Festival Service
8:00pm Mincha /Ma’ariv 
9:00pm Yom Tov Ends

 

 

29
 

30 31
5:00pm Youth Community 
Banquet

Tisha B’Av 
Sunday, July 29, 2012 
8:45am Festival Service
2:50pm Mincha 
8:50pm Ma’ariv


