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The holidays of Purim and Pesach seem to be quite different one from 
the other. Purim is considered to be a minor festival bringing a great deal 
of gaiety and fun to the Synagogue and the Jewish community. It takes 
relatively little preparation to celebrate the festival and is only one day 
long. Pesach, on the other hand, takes a great deal of preparation and 
has a very serious tone to it concerning the responsibilities of freedom 
as we retell the story of the Exodus from Egypt. While a Seder can be a 
time of great joy, to a large extent the entire proceedings are filled with 
this message.

As we follow the stories there seem to be other differences, as well.  
Purim is very much a human drama. In fact, the name of G-d does not 
occur at all in the book of Esther. It is the only book in the Biblical 
canon in which this is the case. Both Mordecai and Esther, seemingly 
on their own, save the Jewish people from the evil plot of Haman and 
the acquiescence of Ahasuerus to Haman's evil decree.

Pesach, on the other hand, follows the Biblical story. The text 
informs us that G-d redeemed the Children of Israel after subjecting 
Pharaoh and the Egyptian people to the ten plagues after Pharaoh 
refused to free the Israelites from slavery and bondage. Both in Egypt 
and at the Reed Sea G-d's saving presence in history rescued the 
Israelites and brought them to freedom.

However, if you look a little more carefully at the texts, you will see a 
good deal of commonality. On the surface, Mordecai and Esther are the 
sole saviors of the Jewish people. When Mordecai finds out the evil plot 
of Haman he sends a message to Esther who finds herself in Ahasuerus' 
palace: “Do not imagine that you, of all the Jews, will escape with your 
life by being in the king's palace. On the contrary, if you keep silent 
in this crisis, relief and deliverance will come to the Jews from another 
quarter, while you and your father's house will perish. And, who knows, 
perhaps you have attained to royal position for just such a crisis.”  

Mordecai challenges Esther with the knowledge that she has the 
responsibility of saving the Jewish people. However, the Midrash 
suggests that there is something behind Mordecai's message. While he 
clearly expects Esther to respond to his entreaties, his statement that:  

“Relief and deliverance shall come to the Jews from another quarter,” is 
taken by the Rabbis to suggest that if Esther doesn't act on her own 
then Mordecai believes that G-d will intervene in history once more 
and save the Jewish people. While the text itself may not suggest such 
a message, the Rabbis couldn't believe that G-d would not be there for 
the Jewish people.

As to Pesach, the text of the Seder, the Haggadah, makes it clear 
that G-d is the major actor. Moses' name does not appear in the book 
and, in commenting on the verse in Deuteronomy 26:8, “The Lord 
freed us from Egypt by a mighty hand, by an outstretched arm and 
awesome power,” the Maggid section suggests the following: “And 
the Lord brought us forth from the Land of Egypt,  not by the hand 
of an angel, and not by the hand of a seraph, and not by the hand of 
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a messenger, but the Holy One, blessed be He, in His glory and in 
His very being.” In other words, G-d Himself intervened in history 
and personally saved the Jewish people from Egypt. Yet, Midrashim 
suggest that if the Israelites had not taken a certain action themselves, 
G-d would not have intervened. On the 10th of the month of Nisan, 
a few days before the Passover exodus, the Israelites were to take 
a lamb, slaughter it, and place its blood on the doorposts of their 
homes so that G-d would know which house was an Israelite home 
and which was not.

It is clear that if G-d is all powerful and wished to save the 
Israelites during their time of danger, G-d would surely have known 
which home was that of an Israelite. However, the Midrash suggests 
that G-d was testing the Israelites. Did they believe in Him so 
that they would perform the ritual as an identifying act of being a 
member of the Israelite people? They had to decide their own fate. 
Thus, although the text of Purim suggests that it was a human rescue 
and the text of Pesach suggests that it was a Divine rescue, later 

rabbinic texts suggest that the deliverance in each case was both 
human and Divine.  

This suggests that the partnership between G-d and the Jewish 
people is real. It is not by happenstance that Rabbi Abraham Joshua 
Heschel, among his books, had one entitled Man in Search of G-d 
and another one entitled G-d in Search of Man. He believed that the 
Divine–human relationship is part of the Jewish experience in the 
time of the Bible, in the time of Mordecai and Esther, and even today 
as well. We, as human beings, must look to our own deliverance as 
if G-d will not intervene, and yet pray to G-d as if we had perfect 
faith that G-d will be with us at all times. Thus, the Divine–human 
partnership is present in both the Purim story and the Pesach saga. 
When we listen to the Megillah and when we participate in the Seder 
let us keep this message in mind.

May we personally work for the redemption of the Jewish people 
and may G-d bless our efforts so that it will, indeed, come to pass 
speedily in our day.

Purim and Pesach (continued from page 1)

From the Desk of Rabbi Kurtz

Shabbat Schedule  See calendar for times.

Monday through Friday 
Mornings, 7:15am

Sunday through Thursday        
Evenings, 7:30pm

Sunday and Legal Holiday     
Mornings, 8:45am

Rosh Hodesh 
Mornings, 7:00am

Services are conducted by: 
Rabbi Vernon H. Kurtz, 
Rabbi Michael Schwab,
Hazzan Larry B. Goller

11:00am Every Shabbat 

B'yachad Family Service
Services for families with  
children 2nd grade and younger

Junior Congregation 
Services for students in 3rd - 5th grade

Shabbat, March 1
Shabbat Shekalim 
Mevarkhim HaHodesh
Parashat Pekudei
Torah: Exodus 38:21–40:38
Maftir: Exodus 30:11–16 
Haftarah: 2 Kings 12:1–17      

Shabbat, March 8
Parashat Vayikra
Torah: Leviticus 1:1–5:26 
Haftarah: Isaiah 43:21–44:23                         

Shabbat, March 15
Shabbat Zakhor
Parashat Tsav
Torah: Leviticus 6:1–8:36 
Maftir: Deuteronomy 25:17–19 
Haftarah: 1 Samuel 15:2–34 

Shabbat, March 22
Shabbat Parah
Parashat Shemini
Torah: Leviticus 9:1–11:47
Maftir: Numbers 19:1–22 
Haftarah: Ezekiel 36:16–38    

Shabbat, March 29
Shabbat HaHodesh  
Mevarkhim HaHodesh
Parashat Tazria 
Torah: Leviticus 12:1–13:59
Maftir: Exodus 12:1–20  
Haftarah: Ezekiel 45:16–46:18    

Shabbat, April 5
Parashat Metsora
Torah: Leviticus 14:1–15:33 
Haftarah: 2 Kings 7:3–20

Shabbat, April 12
Shabbat Hagadol
Parashat Aharei Mot
Torah: Leviticus 16:1–18:30  
Haftarah: Malachi 3:4–24; 23   

Shabbat, April 19
5th Day of Pesach
Shabbat Hol Hamoed
Torah: Exodus 33:12–34:26
Maftir: Numbers 28:19–25    
Haftarah: Ezekiel 37:1–14          

Shabbat, April 26
Mevarkhim HaHodesh
Parashat Kedoshim
Torah: Leviticus 19:1–20:27  
Haftarah: Amos 9:7–15 
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We have so much of which to be very proud – Beth El is a 
strong and vibrant congregation. We have active congregants 
and new members joining all the time. If you look at our 
parking lot nearly anytime throughout the entire week, you 
find it filled with cars. We have great programming, great 
schools and great ritual !

However, we can't take this success for granted. We have 
all seen strong, venerable organizations that have faded over 
time. We must proactive in securing our future.  

One important key to our future is our extraordinary staff. 
I am so excited to let you know that we have signed a contract 
with Rabbi Michael Schwab ensuring his continued leadership 
and guidance at Beth El through July 31, 2020. We are so very 
fortunate to have found in Rabbi Schwab a compassionate 
and wise Rabbi who connects with our youngest as well as our 
most “experienced” congregants. This is Rabbi Schwab's 10th 
year with Beth El. We had high hopes when he joined us as 
our Assistant Rabbi. I believe he has met and exceeded those 
hopes ! In 2009, Rabbi Schwab officially became “Rabbi”, no 
longer an Assistant Rabbi. In his time here, he has grown 
tremendously due to his innate skills and the mentorship of 
Rabbi Kurtz. And his family has grown too – in addition to 
Erica, their son Ari, and daughters Liana, Noa and Miri are 
all an important part of our family. We are so very fortunate 
to know we can continue to count on his strong counsel, 
insightful teaching and big smile for years to come.

Another key element to a strong future is financial 
strength. To that end, we are reestablishing our Ner Tamid 
Society, which is our planned giving program. Planned giving 
involves future gift commitments, often as a part of estate 
planning. Our newly formed committee under the leadership 
of Jerry Blumberg and with the support of our Development 
Manager, Nancy Kekst, will work to create communication 
and perform outreach regarding this important program. 
More information will be forthcoming – I encourage you to 
learn more about it.  

Finally, in order to succeed into the future, we must 
constantly work to improve and strengthen what we do. 
Toward that end, I have asked all of the officers to create goals 
for their areas of responsibilities that will help to strengthen 
and grow our organization. These goals range from reaching 
out to new members and existing members alike; to build 
stronger relationships; to encouraging working relationships 
among the various areas of the synagogue; to growing 
Friday evening and Shabbat morning service attendance; to 
improving the educational continuum from preschool all the 
way through Hebrew high. We have shared these goals with 
the Board of Directors and I will share specific activities and 
accomplishments regarding these goals as we move forward. 
I am very proud of the cooperative effort that has occurred 
between lay leaders and staff members to think strategically 
about our future.  

We do have so much for which to be proud....and so much 
to continue to do. I thank you all for your support of NSS 
Beth El.  You are what makes our synagogue so special !

President's Corner by Lisa Rosenkranz	

Pesach Service Schedule
Monday, April 14 
Erev Pesach/1st Seder/ 
Fast of the Firstborn 
6:30am Morning Minyan/ 
 Siyyum Bechorim
6:15pm Mincha/Ma’ariv
7:11pm Candle Lighting  

Tuesday, April 15 
Pesach First Day /2nd Seder
8:50am Festival Service
7:15pm Mincha/Ma’ariv
8:16pm Candle Lighting 

Wednesday, April 16 
Pesach Second Day
8:50am Festival Service 
11:00am Passover Pray & Play
7:15pm Mincha/Ma'ariv  
8:18pm Yom Tov Ends 

Thursday, April 17 
Pesach Third Day
7:00am Morning Minyan
7:30pm Evening Minyan 

Friday, April 18 
Pesach Fourth Day
7:00am Morning Minyan
6:15pm Kabbalat Shabbat
7:15pm Candle Lighting

Shabbat, April 19 
Pesach Fifth Day
8:50am Festival Service
7:00pm Mincha/Ma'ariv
8:20pm Shabbat Ends

Sunday, April 20 
Pesach Sixth Day
8:45am Morning Minyan
7:15pm Candle Lighting
7:15pm Mincha/Ma'ariv

Monday, April 21 
Pesach Seventh Day
8:50am Festival Service
7:15pm Mincha/Ma'ariv 
8:22pm Candle Lighting 

Tuesday, April 22 
Pesach Eighth Day/Yizkor
6:30am Early Morning Service
8:50am Festival Service
7:15pm Mincha/Ma'ariv 
8:21pm Yom Tov Ends

Purim Service Schedule
Saturday, March 15
Megillah Reading
8:50am Shabbat Services
11:00am Family Services and 
Pray & Play
6:30pm Mincha/Ma'ariv / 
Megillah Reading
7:41pm Shabbat Ends

Sunday, March 16
Purim
8:45am Morning Minyan/
Family Megillah Reading
11:00am Purim Carnival
7:30pm Evening Minyan

Purim Family Services and Pray & Play
Saturday, March 15; 11:00am

Join us for special pre-Purim Shabbat Family Services and 
stay afterward for a special lunch and Purim Playtime!

Beth El Purim Carnival
Sunday, March 16; 11:00am–1:00pm

Come One, Come All for the Beth El Purim Carnival! Come in 
costume and stay for fun, games and food! Fun for all ages! 
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- Dr. Carol Rosenberg Derman on the loss of her father, Samuel Rosenberg
- Beth Footlik on the loss of her father, Dr. Nathan J. Iglitzen
- Eileen Goldstein on the loss of her mother, Mildred Rubenstein
- Dr. Jordan Goldstein on the loss of his grandmother, Mildred Rubenstein
- Michael Kesner on the loss of his mother, Irma Kesner
- Beth Kopin on the loss of her mother, Marvell Ginsburg
- Sol Lerner on the loss of his brother, Manuel “Manny” Lerner
- Terry Milton on the loss of her father, Dr. Nathan J. Iglitzen
- Dr. Michael J. Rosenberg on the loss of his father, Samuel Rosenberg
- Cindy Socianu on the loss of her father, Dr. Nathan J. Iglitzen

Condolences To

- Larry Becker
- Mark and Danielle Kestnbaum and their sons, Holden and Ryan
- Nancy Lerner
- A. Michael and Jami Simon and their children, Danica, Mathew, and Zachary

- Joel and Alisa Unruch and their daughter, Mila
- Matthew and Lori Wasserman and their children, Madelyn and Caleb
- Dr. Myles and Rina Wolf and their sons, Gus, Jasper and Winston 

We Welcome the Following New Members

- Dr. Nathan J. Iglitzen
In Memoriam

- Amy and Brian Chaimson on the birth of their son, Simon
- Drs. Carol and Gordon Derman on the birth of their granddaughter, Lila Esther
- Ann Dee and Edward Holland on the marriage of their daughter, Lindy, to Aaron Resnick
- Nina and Mark Gaines on the marriage of their son, Matthew to Sarah Weisberg
- Joan Holland and Eli Glassman on the marriage of their granddaughter, Lindy Holland to Aaron Resnick
- Sheldon Lavin on the birth of his great-grandson, Simon Chaimson
- Zella Edidin Ludwig on the marriage of her grandson, Robby Grossman to Emily Schneck
- Zella Edidin Ludwig on the marriage of her grandson, Matthew Gaines, to Sarah Weisberg
- Dennis and Amy Pessis on the birth of their grandson, Lev Isaac Smiley
- Janet and Gary Resnick on the marriage of their son, Aaron, to Lindy Holland
- Janet and Gary Resnick on the birth of their granddaughter, Meira Mae Goodman
- Elissa Resnick and Daniel Goodman on the birth of their daughter, Meira Mae  
- Deborah and Ira Rosenberg on the birth of their grandson, Simon Chaimson
- Jeremy and Jill Smiley on the birth of their son, Lev Isaac Smiley
- Mira and Darryl Temkin on the birth of their grandson, Carter Henry Weinberg
- Merle and Steve Tovian on the birth of their granddaughter, Anna Arielle

Congratulations To

Sofer On Site Creates Condition Report for Beth El Holocaust 
Memorial Scroll – sponsored by Roger z'l and Judy Leff 

Rabbi Yochanan Salanter from Sofer On Site, Miami visited Beth El in 
November to examine our Holocaust Memorial Scroll. The Scroll, which is 
on display in the Jack and Mildred Cohen Religious School wing, came to 
Beth El from the Czech Memorial Scrolls Trust in London in 1980. Before 
being confiscated, our Holocaust Scroll was revered by the town of Prossnitz 
in Slovakia, used in the synagogue for several hundred years. Rabbi Salanter 
reviewed the Scroll as part of our loan agreement with the foundation 
and was pleased with its current condition. The Czech Memorial Scrolls 
Trust just celebrated their 50th anniversary of the rescue of the Scrolls in 
1964. For more information about the Holocaust Torah Scrolls, please visit  
http://www.memorialscrollstrust.org. 
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April – Nisan / Iyar 5774

March – Adar I / Adar II 5774

Emma Tenner,
daughter of Gail and  
Joel Tenner 
Shabbat, March 1

Nicole Bornstein, 
daughter of Ruth and 
Scott Bornstein
Shabbat, March 15

Alexis Aronin, 
daughter of Lisa and 
Jeffrey Aronin
Shabbat, March 22

Hannah Cohen,
daughter of Sue and  
Craig Cohen
Shabbat, April 26	

David Halfin,
son of Elizabeth and 
Simon Halfin
Shabbat, April 12

Learning to Chant High Holiday Services

Believe it or not, High Holy Days preparation is underway. Would you like to 
participate in the services? If you are interested in learning the special nusach 
(melody) for the High Holy Days, or participate in some way, now is the time 
to get started. It is a great time to expand your capabilities and we would love to 
have you.

Contact me at rgoldberg@tribune.com and let’s get started!

Ronald Goldberg, Ritual Vice-President
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Meet in the Rissman Family Kol Ami Museum 
on Thursday, March 20 at 7:00pm for 
complimentary refreshments and a tour of the 
new exhibit, Seder Plates from the Janger Family 
Collection. A presentation by Arthur Feldman 
about the artistic diversity of this collection of 
over twenty-five 19th and 
20th century Seder and 
Passover plates from 
around the world 
will follow evening 
Minyan. RSVP to 
Marcie: meskin@
nssbethel.org or 
847-432-8900 x234.

Sisterhood Torah Fund Book Club
Saturday, March 22
The Sisterhood Torah Fund Book Club will meet 
on Saturday, March 22 after Shabbat Kiddush 
(at approximately 12:30pm) to discuss The Paris 
Architect by Charles Belfoure, facilitated by Rachel 
Kamin. When a wealthy industrialist in Nazi-
occupied Paris offers Lucien Bernard a large sum of 
money to devise secret hiding places for Jews, the 
architect struggles with the choice of risking his life 
for a cause he doesn't really believe in. Ultimately 
he can't resist the challenge and begins designing 
expertly concealed hiding spaces. But when one of 
his hiding spaces fails horribly and the immense 
suffering of Jews becomes incredibly personal, he can 
no longer deny reality.

 
Saturday, April 19
The Sisterhood Torah Fund Book Club will 
discuss Tomorrow There Will Be Apricots by 
Jessica Soffer on Saturday, April 19 (note date 
change). Two women, one a daughter about to 
be sent off to boarding school, and the other, 
a widowed immigrant dealing with loss, find 
comfort and friendship connected by their 
love of food when they become friends in a 
Manhattan cooking class.

Copies of both books are available in the 
Maxwell Abbell Library and from local libraries 
and bookstores. If you haven't yet made your 
annual contribution to the Sisterhood Torah 
Fund, contact Marilyn Lewis, Sisterhood Torah 
Fund Vice President, at 847-433-3506 or 
marilynllewis@yahoo.com.

Joseph and Mae Gray Cultural & Learning Center

Donation to Harvard University –  The Joseph and Mae Gray Cultural & Learning Center recently donated approximately 200 
Judaica filmstrips and slides, as well as accompanying booklets, cassettes, and LPs, to the Judaica Division of the Harvard University Library.  
They will add these materials to their collection and plan to digitize them to facilitate access. The Harvard Library Judaica Division greatly 
appreciates our donation and we are very proud that these NSS Beth El treasures will now be preserved and made available to current and 
future scholars of Jewish pedagogy.

Afternoon @ The Movies Why Is This Seder Plate Different 
From All Other Seder Plates? 
Thursday, March 20

It’s Adar....Surprise Yourself With 
A Book!

Join Director Scott Frankel on Tuesday, March 11 at 2:00pm for a special screening of From 
the Diaspora, a fascinating, original documentary about eight Jews from six continents, and 
the Jewish State that unites them. Open to the community, free of charge. Co-sponsored by 
the Senior Life Committee but all are welcome! RSVP to Marcie at meskin@nssbethel.org 
or 847-432-8900 x234. Refreshments will be served.

Take home a wrapped book from the Maxwell 
Abbell Library and surprise yourself with a good 
read! Surprise books are on display in the Kaye 
Reading Room – sign one out today! When you 
are finished, return it to the book return box 
outside the Library and treat yourself to another 
surprise. Don't like what you unwrapped? No 
problem – just trade it in for another surprise.  
Feel free to follow librarian Nancy Pearl's rule: 
subtract your age from 100, and the resulting 
number is the number of pages you should read 
before you can guiltlessly give up on a book!  

If you surprised yourself with a book from the 
Abbell Library during Adar, come to our Surprise 
(Book) Party on Thursday, March 27 at 6:30pm 
to share what you've read with others, learn 
about the newest books available in the Abbell 
Library, enjoy complimentary refreshments, and 
meet other book lovers. Please RSVP to Marcie 
Eskin at meskin@nssbethel.org or 847-432-8900 
x234 by March 21. 
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Thoughts on Social Action
Jacqueline Kott-Wolle, Chair Social Action Committee

Hopefully you will find yourself reading this article on a sunny spring day where 
memories of winter seem distant. I invite you, however, to recall the beautiful coming 
together of our Beth El community at the Social Action Committee's fifth annual 
Mitzvah Day this past February. Though temperatures were freezing cold, the warmth 
emanating from 1175 Sheridan Road was palpable. What a huge success ! I am thrilled 
to report that well over 200 Beth El members of all ages came together to learn about 
the amazing work of the Northern Illinois Food Bank and then perform important 
mitzvot for members of our community.   

We started our morning with the distinct pleasure of listening to Pete Schaefer, 
President and CEO of the NIFB. Did you know that they feed over 60,000 people in 
Northern Illinois every week? Did you know that for every dollar donated to the NIFB, 
they are able to purchase $8.00 worth of food? You could feel the mood shift as Mr. 
Schaefer spoke – everyone got a little more fired up to roll up their sleeves and help. 
Bringing in an inspiring speaker really sets the tone for the rest of Mitzvah Day and we 
were so very fortunate to be at the receiving end of this talk. 

Following our educational program, everyone broke away into groups which made 
hundreds of blankets for seriously ill children in area hospitals through Project Linus; 
stocked and organized the shelves of the Chicago Chesed Fund; gave joy to residents 
of the Brentwood Seniors' Center by bringing their beloved pets to residents to visit 
and play; packed hundreds of pounds of food at the Northern Illinois Food Bank; 
organized donations of home goods at A Safe Place for Help Women's Shelter; prepared 
200 lunches for homeless youth served by Chicago's Night Ministry or created  Jewish 
Survival Kits for Jewish members of the military who  are soon to be deployed through 
our Troop Support project. Among our Troop Support participants were Jacqueline and 
Matt Fischel – Matt is a Beth El member who served in the military and was so touched 
by this unique project and wanted to help. We also heard from Chaplain Rosensweig 
who serves at the Great Lakes Naval Base and described the importance of Shabbat and 
holiday observance on the base.  

Before I conclude my report I want to share one meaningful anecdote…if any 
of you listened to Danny Siegel when he visited Beth El last October, he shared a 
very powerful image for us to think about. He talked about the “Butterfly Effect” – a 
theory which states that “when a butterfly flutters its wings it creates tiny changes in 
the atmosphere that may ultimately alter the path of a tornado or delay, accelerate or 
even prevent the occurrence of a tornado in another location”. When it comes to Social 
Action, we ought to be ever cognizant of this theory. I was approached by Sandee 
Crasko during Mitzvah Day and she reported to me that she was so moved by our 
guest speaker at Mitzvah Day 2013 (we learned about Family Promise, an organization 
that helps homeless families get back on their feet) that she helped 2 of their 
participants find full time employment in the nursing industry. Sometimes you never 
know how a small decision to participate in a community program such as Mitzvah 
Day can change the course of history for someone else. Were you inspired at Mitzvah 
Day? Tell me about it ! We all want to know. I look forward to Mitzvah Day 2015.

Special Thanks To Our Mitzvah Committee:
Hochberg & Olderman Families – Project Linus
Jan Channon & Erica Lindon – Troop Support
Fran Pine & Minde Korman – Seasoned Citizens
Dina Lissoos, Tracey Hendler & Rocky Rubinoff – Brown Bags for Night Ministry
Mira Temkin – Stock, Shop and Shelve for Chicago Chesed Fund
Sulie Holt & Diane Levin – Packers for Northern Illinois Food Bank
Marlene Rubenstein & Beth Kopin – A Safe for Help Women's Shelter

Have a wonderful summer!

Social Action in Action
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Social Action in Action

March/April Mitzvah of the Month –  
Chametz Drive
Can you believe that Pesach is around the corner? 
Why don't you turn this into an opportunity to 
help stock the shelves at Moraine Township? We 
are collecting unopened “Chametz” (no glass or 
perishables please) in collection bins at the office 
and Religious School doors. 

Looking Ahead to the Summertime 
Mitzvah of the Month
How does your garden grow? Do you plant a 
vegetable patch at your home? Consider leaving 
the ‘corners of your field' for the needy and 
bringing in fresh produce to donate. Please contact 
me for complete details and so we can plan our 
garden. Email  jkottwolle@hotmail.com or call 
Jacqueline Kott-Wolle 847-681-0373 to volunteer. 

Upcoming Social Action Opportunities
Sign up Now for an Experience at the JUF 
Uptown Café – Tuesday, March 11, Thursday, 
April 10 and Tuesday, May 13. Dinner is served 
at the Uptown Café, located at 909 W. Wilson.  
The SAC need volunteers (age 12 and older) 
to set tables and wait upon guests at the café.  
Contact Bryna Kurtz at brynakurtz@aol.com. 
 
Support for Roni Weis – Volunteers 
Needed to Drive/Cook
Roni Weis, a member of our congregation, is ill 
and in need of assistance in the form of meals 
and driving to appointments. Roni is an active 
congregant who got Acute Leukemia last year 
and then had a severe stroke shortly after starting 
chemotherapy. If you would like to help Roni, 
the site to sign up for meals/driving etc. is: www.
carecalendar.org. The id number is: 155654 and 
the password is: Roni. For more information 
contact: Betty Hainsfurther: bettyhainsfurther@
gmail.com.

You’re Wanted…and Needed!  
The Social Action Committee is under new 
leadership, and looking for a few good souls 
to become part of our energetic committee. 
Bring a suggestion for a project or help out for 
a couple of hours on a Sunday during one of 
our scheduled programs. We need you! Contact 
Jacqueline Kott-Wolle, Social Action Committee 
Chair, at jkottwolle@hotmail.com.
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Be Happy, It's Adar!

Sisterhood

Spring is fast approaching, daylight is lingering a bit more 
each day, and Adar is here. According to Jewish tradition, 
"When the month of Adar arrives, happiness increases." And 
this being a Jewish leap year, we celebrate two Adars – full 
of joy and anticipation. We look forward to the carefree 
celebration of Purim, and, if it's Purim, we also can anticipate 
Passover's arrival soon.

In our Sisterhood's list of events for Adar, joy is the operative 
word. You'll find programs to help you fulfill the mitzvah 
of Mishloach Manot; resources for amazing Pesach desserts; 
programs to give yourself a girls-night-out; book chats for 
sharing ideas; and even a special dinner with Rabbi Kurtz. 
How great is that! 

The many wonderful members of Sisterhood who lend 
support by their annual dues and or by volunteering, expand 
the spirit of Adar's infectious joy, and pay it forward. They 
give their time, hands, and expertise to ensure that our 
programs reflect the interest and needs of our members 
and create connections across our vibrant organization and 
throughout NSS Beth El. They help sustain our financial 
commitments to Beth El, to the local Jewish Community 
such as The Ark, and to Judaism worldwide, such as the 
Jewish community in Berdichev and to Mercaz. 

Sisterhood is unique for its work and because it's the voice 
of NSS Beth El Women. A dedicated and committed group 
of women, our Sisterhood works to enhance Conservative 
Judaism in our homes, Synagogue, and Community.  Our 
members who participate in this rewarding mission do so with 
great joy during Adar and throughout the year!  Come and 
join us! 

Your Sisterhood Executive Board

Fresh Ideas for Amazing Passover Desserts
Baking with Chef Dennis Wasco (Chef Laura Frankel’s husband) 
Thursday, March 6
7:00pm–9:00pm 

Step away from canned macaroons and store-bought sponge cake that's been on the grocery shelf for weeks. 
You can make Passover desserts that are flavorful and memorable for all the right reasons….really! Chef Dennis, 
back by popular demand, will show us how to easily create Passover dessert recipes that redefine delicious!  
Think light meringues, melt-in your-mouth chocolate, strawberry delights – the possibilities are deliciously 
endless. Cost: $18/Sisterhood Members; $25/Non-members. If you are not a member of Sisterhood and would 
like to join that evening, this event will be complementary with your paid membership. Send a check (made 
out to: NS Beth El Sisterhood) to Dena Cooperman, 420 Lakeside Place; Highland Park, IL 60035. For more 
information, please call Dena at: 847-266-1218; or denarscooperman@yahoo.com.  

One of the mitzvot of Purim is sharing the joyful spirit of Purim by sending 
gifts of food, Mishloach Manot (literally, “the sending of portions”) to your 
family and to friends in the community. Once again, to help you fulfill 
the mitzvah, Sisterhood is preparing wonderful Purim Bags filled with 
hamantachen, chocolate, and other kosher treats. Your order can be picked 
up by the recipient(s) of your gift, or we can mail them. The price is $10 for 
gift bags that are picked up, and $18 for those that are mailed. The orders 
must be received by Thursday, March 6. 

Please, think about those to whom you would like to send a Purim Greeting 
– don't forget the clergy, NSS Beth El Staff, and our teachers, too! For an 
order form, please visit our page at the Beth El website, www.nssbethel.org 
and click on the Sisterhood link or type in nssbethel.org/OurSynagogue/
Family&Community/Sisterhood and click on the Misloach Manot link for 
an order form that you can print. It's as simple as that! We deeply appreciate 
your support and participation in this project.  

Time to Order Your Mishloach Manot!

Time Out! It's Game Night! – Tuesday, March 18; 7:45 pm at Beth El
You asked us to schedule another game night, and we did. So take a break, bring your friends, grab your favorite board game, Mahjong set, 
or deck of cards and come join us for an evening of good conversation, relaxation, pure escape, and dessert, too!  What could be better!    
Sisterhood members/no cost;  Non-members/$5 donation at the door. RSVP: Barbara Hochwert 847-831-0271 or Barbara.hochert@
gmail.com;  Allyson Rose 847-433-3388 or allysonfrose@me.com.
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Sisterhood

PasspORT Savings Announcement 
From March 14 through Friday March 21, we're participating in PasspORT to Savings, supporting 
the important work of ORT America whose focus is to help educate students around the world. 
We'll have extended gift shop hours throughout this week. For your convenience, we will also have 
PasspORT Cards available for purchase.

It's that time – Seder Table Gifts
We've started to display some beautiful Judaica for your Seder table gifts. Come see our selection of 
Metalace designed and crafted by Talila Abraham, an Israeli born artist. Her work is unique, delicate, 
and absolutely magnificent. We also have a beautiful array of Seder plates, matza holders, and Miriam 
cups. If you need a hostess gift, we'll be happy to help you find that perfect item. Of course, we also 
have great Pesach toys that are fun and engaging for children – whether to help keep them occupied 
during the Seder or as special gifts for finding the afikoman – from jumping frogs and finger puppets 
to Kid Kraft Passover sets and to the ever-popular Singing Matzah Man! Stop in and browse! 

North Suburban Beth El Sisterhood Gift Shop –Your Resource for Beautiful Judaica and Gifts

Save the Date!
Our Annual Dinner with Rabbi Kurtz

Tuesday, April 29
6:00pm 

A signature event at NSS Beth El, Sisterhood and the Men's Club 
proudly host this wonderful evening. Watch for more details soon. 
Cost: Before April 20: $20/per person; after April 20: $25/per person. 

RSVP: Ruth Fischer, 620 Calais Circle; Highland Park IL 60035. For 
more information, please call: 847-433-1919 or rfcats55@aol.com. 

Gift Shop Hours     

Sundays: 9:00am to 1:00pm
Tuesdays: 10:00am to Noon

We are always open by  
appointment, simply call:  

Diane Levin: 847-571-5629; 
Sulie Holt: 847-558-3389; or  

Pam Schlosberg 847-433-7546.

The Sisterhood website is 
your resource for the latest 

information about programs 
and events. Go to: nssbethel.
org/Our Synagogue Family 
& Community/Sisterhood. 
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Men's Club Annual World Wide Wrap 2014  
As in past years, the first Sunday in February, all of the Men's Clubs took part in 
the annual FJMC World Wide Wrap. This is an international event which includes 
Men's Clubs on almost every continent. Thousands of men and women gathered 
at the morning minyan to put on teffilin and participate in the services. It's a 
learning experience for many who have not wrapped teffilin before or not for a 
number of years. For those who need instruction in the proper way and order to lay 
teffilin, the “regulars” are there to help and show the way.

Our Sager Family Beit Hamidrash was almost filled to capacity that Sunday 
morning with men and women, young and old, wrapping teffilin, helping those who 
needed assistance to take part in the Services and participate in the event. The 
ruach generated gave all a very meaningful Schacharit service.  

Following services a special pancake breakfast with choice of different toppings 
was served in the Harold and Ruby Blumberg Auditorium and everyone enjoyed 
an interesting program presented by Yoni Biechbard, entitled, Hebron, Israel 
Jewish Community. He described life in Hebron, the environment and relationship 
between Arabs and Jews.  

The World Wide Wrap has been a successful event for a number of years and 
takes place on Super Bowl Sunday. If you missed this year, mark your calendar for 
Sunday, February 1, 2015.

Yom HaShoah Candle Packing
Tuesday, March 25
6:00pm 
Great Mitzvah Opportunity. Come help us pack 
the Yom HaShoah candles with the USYers. Pizza 
will be served.  Program starts at 6:00 pm. For 
more information, contact Joe Adler at joeadler@
angellrg.com.

Family Kiddush Club 
Saturday, March 29
Deli Meat Kiddish Club after Shabbat Services.  
All families are welcome.  Contact Steve Coven 
for more details. RSVP by March 27 to Steve 
Coven at scoven@napcoltd.com. $25 per family 
or $12 per person. 

March Men's Club Events

Wygodny Shoah Rememberance Program – Scholarship Recipients Share their Poland Trip Experiences. Sunday, March 23  
beginning at 9:30am Men's Club will present the annual Irwin Wygodny Shoah Remembrance Program. The Men's Club has a fund that 
provides a partial scholarship to any Beth El student who travels to Poland prior to their visit to Israel. Please join us as the scholarship 
recipients share the experience they had in this life-changing event. This year's participants include:  Dani Doppelt, Ari Krumbein, Noa 
Ohcana and Tali Shapiro.  

Men's Club

Home Phone: Cell Phone:

Men's Club Shoah Program
The Men’s Club, through our Holocaust Remembrance Fund, is awarding the Irwin Wygodny Memorial 
stipend to current Beth El High School students that are traveling to Poland in an organized educational 
program this summer. Students that receive the scholarship will share their experience the following 
spring with members of the Shul. If you would like to receive the stipend please complete the application 
below by May 1, 2014. All applications must be submitted on time and mailed to:

Arnie Sandler                    
650 Constance Lane, Deerfield, IL 60015 

If you have questions, please contact Dan Gross at grossd@gmail.com. 

Participant's Name:

Address:

Name of Program Traveling to Poland:

Name & Phone Number of Program Coordinator:

Travel Dates:

Parent's Signature: Participant's Signature:

Student's Email Address: Parent's Email Address:
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Choice of traditional or family Kabbalat Shabbat Services at 
6:15pm followed by a "Chametz Fest" Shabbat dinner & interactive 
programming. We look forward to Sharing Shabbat with you! 
Questions or need more information please contact: Cheryl 
Swenson – cswenson@nssbethel.org or 847-432-8900 x222.

It's A Chametz Fest! 
Friday, April 11, 2014

Got Shabbat  ? We Do!

NSS Beth El PrePesach Shabbat
A Family Shabbat Celebration

Jewish United Fund's
North Suburban Beth El Family Mission to Israel

December 22, 2014 – January 1, 2015
Led by Rabbi Michael Schwab and Hazzan Larry Goller
It’s time to share the experience of Israel with your family!

Climb Masada, float in the Dead Sea, walk under the Western Wall and jeep through the Golan Heights.
For more information contact: Rabbi Michael Schwab, Hazzan Larry Goller or Jenna Koehler,  

Missions Assistant at 312-357-4862 or JennaKoehler@juf.org
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Last month we had a wonderful face-to-face meeting with the 
high school parents. The purpose of the meeting was to get parents 
acquainted with the happenings of the high school as well as highlight 
some of next year's exciting classes. This was paired with a presentation 
by the JUF Teen Program coordinator who described the different teen 
programs and trips to Israel. In an age of speed communication and 
faceless interactions, it felt good to talk and learn from each other.

We are gearing up to celebrate the next two Jewish holidays – 
Purim and Pesach. Students will be creating numerous masks to 
be displayed in the school hallways. On the day of Purim, we will 
start the day by marching in a giant Adloyada (carnival procession) 
around the building (weather permitting), stopping to hear the 
Makelat Yeladim (Children's Choir) perform and listen to the 
Megillah reading. Students of all ages will participate in baking oznei 
Haman (hamantashen) and the high school students will work the 
Purim Carnival. The week before Purim, Michael Katz will visit the 
High School to show the students his special Megillah collection. 
Pesach will be celebrated by reenacting the story of Exodus and by 
creating a Pesach shuk with all the foods and items needed for the 
chag. Students will learn the texts and melodies of the Haggadah in 
preparation for their sedarim. 

On Sunday, March 23, the SHHS students will participate in a 
presentation given by the SHHS students who attended the trip to 
Poland last year. This presentation is sponsored by the Men's Club, 
which grants scholarships for students interested in participating in 
this type of trip. Parents are welcome to attend.

Guest speaker, Walter Reed, a Holocaust survivor, will address 
the Gesher class on Sunday, April 27. Following this presentation 
the Gesher class and their parents will visit the Illinois Holocaust 
Museum. The SHHS will commemorate Yom Hashoah featuring 
the "Voices" staged reading by SHHS students. Shahar (9th grader) 
and Hila Dahari (6th grade) will play the violin and piano at the 
ceremony. All parents are invited.
 
School Registration for academic year 2014–2015 is now open! 
Please register your child online, under Current Members on the 
synagogue website at www.nssbethel.org, for the Cohen Religious 
School and the Sokol Hebrew High School. The enrollment process 
must be completed in order for your child(ren) to attend Religious 
School. Any Questions, please contact Alicia Gejman at agejman@
nssbethel.org or if you need your log in information, please email 
Kathy Stinson at kstinson@nssbethel.org. 

M'Shulchan Hamenahelet

Jack & Mildred Cohen Religious School and 
Bernard H. Sokol Hebrew High School

Jack and Mildred Cohen Religious School
March/April – Adar I /Nisan/ Iyar 5774

Feb 28–Mar 2 Friday–Sunday Kallah

March 8 Shabbat Hey Family Shabbat Services

March 9 Sunday Sifriyat Pijama B'America

March 15 Shabbat Hey Family Shabbat Services

March 16 Sunday Megillah Reading, Purim Carnival

March 22 Shabbat Hey Family Shabbat Services/Luncheon

March 23 Sunday My Family Story Project Presentation

Mar 30–Apr 6 Sunday–Sunday No School – Spring Break

April 9 Wednesday Field Trip to the Matzah Factory

April 13 Sunday Pesach Celebration

April 14–22 Monday–Tuesday Pesach Break

April 27 Sunday Gesher Field Trip to the Illinois Holocaust Museum

Bernard H. Sokol Hebrew High School
March/April – Adar I /Nisan/ Iyar 5774

March 16 Sunday Megillah Reading, Purim Carnival

Mar 30–Apr 6 Sunday–Sunday No School – Spring Break

April 14–22 Monday–Tuesday Pesach Break

April 27 Sunday Yom Hashoah Commemoration

Students in Kitah Vav (6th grade) have embarked 
on a journey to the past, an exploration of roots, a 
project that goes beyond the usual family tree. It is a journey that 
connects students to their personal stories, to their family stories, 
and to the greater story of the Jewish People.   

The culminating event of the My Family Story program in 
our school will be a competition of Family Roots Projects 
featuring those made by our students. Our school will conduct a 
competition to determine which projects will go on to compete 
internationally. The chosen projects will be sent to Beit Hatfutsot 
(Museum of the Jewish People) where judges will determine the 
final winners of the competition. All final submissions will be 
included in a special exhibition at Beit Hatfutsot, and finalists 
and winners will be eligible for prizes as well as the opportunity 
to participate in an official ceremony at Beit Hatfutsot in Tel Aviv, 
Israel, marking the opening of the exhibition and the conclusion 
to the competition.  

Last year Noah Braverman was one of the international winners 
from the North America, Europe and Australia category! Noah 
and his family attended the My Family Story International 
Annual Competition in the summer of 2013.

Beth El congregants are cordially 
invited to the showcase of: 

My Family Story Project 
Sunday, March 23
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As I write this article, I am looking out the window at the snow 
piled up in our playground and we have just experienced record cold 
weather. Hopefully, as you read this – there are signs of spring, the 
trees and bushes are budding and we are making preparations for two 
holidays that are extremely child centered – Purim and Pesach.

These two holidays give us the opportunity to learn about Jewish 
“Super Heroes” – Esther and Mordechai of Purim and Moses of 
Pesach. For Purim our children will be busy acting out the story, 
making their own megillah and baking hamantashen. They will 
learn the mitzvah of Mishloach manot, exchanging treats with their 
friends and giving gifts to the poor. When they bake at school, they 
are learning about measurements, turning liquids into solids, and 
other math and science concepts. Our teachers will turn the Harold 

and Ruby Blumberg Auditorium into Shushan for a special Purim 
carnival especially for our young children. The children will come in 
their costumes and have a joyous time.

The joy does not end because a few days later we begin to learn 
about Pesach. The children will be experimenting with flour to 
understand leavening. Their sand tables will be converted into the 
Sinai desert and their water tables to the salty Sea of Reeds. They 
will learn the story of Pesach, the order of the Seder and new holiday 
songs and blessings. We invite our families to be guests at our model 
Sedarim where they will read a special Haggadah and eat special foods 
including matzah, charoset and maror. They will learn to remember 
the time when Jewish people left Egypt and were free.

The Rabbis have always known that the future of the Jewish 
people lies with our children. They 
planned for us to make the Seder for our 
children. It is up to us to make sure that 
this special time is interactive for all the 
generations present at the table. Pesach 
is a wonderful time to include children 
in your preparation. Do some spring 
cleaning together, search for chametz, 
cook a special holiday treat together. The 
Seder is a time to ask lots of questions! We 
encourage you to make your Seder “child 
friendly.” Give children a chance to get 
up and move around. They can reenact 
the Jewish Slaves leaving Egypt to be 
Free. Ask the children what they would 
take with them if they had to leave their 
homes quickly. Place symbols of Passover 
on your table including toy frogs, bugs, 
and beasts. Passover board books for the 
youngest children are always welcome. 
Sing the Passover songs that they learned in 
Pre-School. Perhaps you will find that the 
adults at the table also know these songs. 

After all the work, it is an incredible 
feeling to sit back, enjoy your family 
and know that you are a part of what 
has kept the Jewish people alive for over 
3000 years. We wish you all a happy and 
healthy Pesach.

The Paul S. and Sylvia Steinberg Pre-
School classes begin with Small and Tall, 
classes for infants through 16 months. 
Our Pre-School classes are for children 
17 months through pre-kindergarten. We 
also have an 8 week Summer Camp for 
all these age groups. Please call Caron 
Knopoff at 847-432-2830 for information, 
to arrange a tour or to register.

Caron Knopoff  
Steinberg Pre-School Director

Paul S. and Sylvia Steinberg Pre-School
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The Chesed Dues Program (Formerly known as Fair Share 
Dues) at NSSBE is designed to underwrite reduced dues – 
membership support for those families who are not able to afford 
full dues but who wish to be part of our community. The goal 
is to allow each member of NSSBE the opportunity to make a 
difference in the life of the Congregation by helping to ensure its 
financial future.

For 65 years, North Suburban Synagogue Beth El has provided for 
the spiritual, educational, and life cycle needs of each generation. 
Our dues structure is designed to encourage membership, and has 
always been a vital part of our financial structure. But dues paid 
to NSSBE cover less than 50% of our annual operating budget. 
Approximately 20% of our membership is on reduced dues due 
to financial hardship. It is up to those of us who can afford it to 
help support those who cannot. This is the spirit of our people, the 
community that keeps our congregation vibrant.
 
 
The Chesed Dues Program is an ongoing program designed 
to help close the gap in our budget by increasing annual dues 
revenue. For 2014, your dues statement will again include a 
line for you to make your Chesed pledge. It just feels right for 
you to make a donation to help others afford to be a part of our 
community membership at the same time you are renewing your 
membership. When your dues statement arrives this spring, if 
you can, simply voluntarily increase the amount of dues you pay 
each year to a level that reflects your ability to further support 
the NSSBE Community.
 
 
Your participation in this program is vital. While we have 
reduced our budget by over 14% in the past four years, and 
increased our Chesed donors by 31%, we still need additional 
support. Chesed Dues allow us to maintain a dues structure 
that invites people to join our congregational family, helps us to 
close the gap between our dues revenue and the cost of running 
the synagogue, and aids us in sustaining and expanding vital 
programs and services for our congregation.

As always, gifts will be recognized on the Chesed Dues plaque in 
the Mae and Mark Spitz Sanctuary Gallery and in the Bulletin in 
the categories set out on the card.

The following is a complete listing of donors who contributed 
to our Chesed Program in 2013. We regret any errors or 
omissions; should there be any questions about this gift listing, 
please contact Nancy Kekst, Development Manager, at nkekst@
nssbethel.org or by calling 847-432-8900 x 262.

B’Yachad (An annual contribution of $10,000 or more) 

our fair share dues support program

Richard & Eve Biller
Andrew & Gail Brown
Benjamin & Bernice Cohen
Leonard & Rochelle Foxman
Arnold & Nina Harris
Jeffrey & Penny Hecktman

Michael & Karen Kesner
Mitch & Sari Kovitz
Kenneth & Andrea Saffir
Skip & Lynn Schrayer
William & Karyn Silverstein
Sherwin & Sheri Zuckerman

 Benefactor ($1,500 and over)

Philip & Ellen Glass
Steve & Janice Hefter
Dan & Jennifer Newman

Richard & Rhonda Robbins
Alan & Margaret Silberman
 Mitchel & Laura Zacks

Guarantor ($1,000 to $1,499)

Steve & Wendy Abrams
Ramona Choos
Donald & Lois Chudacoff
Calvin & Lana Eisenberg
Harry & Arlene Feiger
Eli Glassman & Joan Holland 

Gary Gordon & Marilyn Hirsch
Steven & Dawn Lavin
Ronnie Robbins
Yadelle Sklare
Leonard & Roberta Tenner
Howard & Sandra Turner

Donor ($750 to $999)

Alvin & Elinor Bayliss
Colman & Julie Kraff

Mildred Lidov

Patron ($500 to $749)

Alan & Mally Rutkoff
Bernard & Fran Alpert
William & Joan Brodsky
Maury & Nancy Fertig
Phyllis Fischel
Merle Friedman
Ellis & Gillian Goodman
Bruce & Gail Greenspahn

Richard & June Gross
Louis & Barbara Kahn
Robert & JoEllen Lidov
Marc & Devorah Richards
Earl & Rochelle Rubinoff
Ernest Smolen
Mark & Mae Spitz
Richard & Nadine Woldenberg

Sustainer ($250 to $499)

Gerald & Annette Blumberg
Jack & Barbara Blumberg
Stanton & Carole Derdiger
David & Joyce Dlugie
Roslyn Dobkin
Steven & Linda Feinstein
Robert & Beth Footlik
Ira & Elise Frost
Shlomo & Rachel Garber
William & Iris Garmisa
Bradley & Martha Glass

Robert & Roberta Goldman
Larry & Mary Ellen Goldsmith
Larry & Ellen Goldstein
Nathan Iglitzen z'l 
Harvey & Ellen Jacobson
Charles & Robin Kafenshtok
Myrna Kopin
Avram & Kerana Kraft
Jeffrey & Roberta Kwall
Gerald & Adrienne Lasin
Sheldon Lavin

The Development Office by Nancy Kekst
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Together with B'Yachad
B'yachad is a Hebrew word meaning "together". At NSS Beth El, 
we call people to gather together collectively, because the sum is 
so much greater the parts of the whole. This rich word takes on a 
greater unity when you consider it is a group of our most generous 
synagogue donors, who have joined together in B’Yachad to 
support NSSBE at the highest donor level.

The B’Yachad donor level was created by our leadership several 
years ago as an (almost)* all inclusive giving level which would 
help generous donors make one gift to the synagogue to cover 
their largest expenses and gifts. Their generosity assists the 
synagogue in the most basic and necessary way – helping us 
meet our annual budgetary needs. These unrestricted funds help 
make NSSBE work smoothly, enables innovation, and provides 
fuel for growth. It unlocks potential and better allows us to get 
down to business.

We honor those congregants who have banded together to as 
B’Yachad Donors for 2013. Words cannot express our gratitude 
for their very generous participation in our B’Yachad dues level 
program at North Suburban Synagogue Beth El this year. They 
are role models in our community. 

We invite other congregants to join the B’Yachad giving level for 2014.  
A one-time pledge of $10,000 or more to the synagogue covers:

•  Synagogue dues
•  Kol Nidre Appeal donation
•  Chesed Dues  donation
•  Two tickets to our annual Gala event
•  Recognition on the Annual Giving Donor Wall  

*(B’Yachad level membership benefits do not include religious 
school enrollment fees, any extra High Holiday tickets, memorial 
book, small donations or fees for synagogue dinners or classes.)

Participation at the B’Yachad level is especially meaningful as it 
displays reverence for the Synagogue, the Rabbis and everything 
we do to make our synagogue a special community. Without 
this generous level of support, we would not be able to continue 
our fine programming and resources at the highest level. It helps 
us shine as a beacon in the Conservative Movement. Your belief 
in our synagogue is not taken lightly; we are truly appreciate of 
your ongoing assistance and honored to be a part of your lives.

For information about enrolling in the B’Yachad Membership 
program for this coming membership year, please contact Nancy 
Kekst, Development Manager, at nkekst@nssbethel.org or by 
calling 847-432-8900 x 262.

Richard & Eve Biller
Andrew & Gail Brown
Benjamin & Bernice Cohen
Leonard & Rochelle Foxman
Arnold & Nina Harris
Jeffrey & Penny Hecktman

Michael & Karen Kesner
Mitch & Sari Kovitz
Kenneth & Andrea Saffir
Skip & Lynn Schrayer
William & Karyn Silverstein
Sherwin & Sheri Zuckerman

Supporter ($36 to $249)

Jordan & Yael Bendat-Appell
Lillian Charney
Bruno & Ruth Fischer
Allene Frost
Ronald & Eileen Goldberg
Gary & Orna Greenman
Randall Iden & Gail Scully
Sherry Kantar
Gerry Kaplan
Marlene Kaplan
Mordechay & Rhonda Katz
Nancy & Larry Kekst
Joel Klein
Felissa Kreindler
Aaron & Ellen Krumbein

Herbert Lippitz & Fran Scully
Arnold & Pamela Malk
Harrison Matthew
Neil & Beth Olderman
Phillip & Abigail Perkins
Reena Schiffman
Edward Sherman & Ilene Goldstein
Ann Siegel
Lawrence & Susan Silberman
Miriam Tabachnik
Otto Waldmann & Phyllis 
Hofman Waldmann
Michael & Jennifer Wirth
William Wulkan
Phyllis Wygodny

Sustainer (continued)

Scott & Jane Lederman
Mark & Francine Levy
Lawrence Lidov
Zachary & Erica Lindon
Michael & Terri Lipsitz
Zella Ludwig
Edward & Paulette Margulies
Michael & Jacqueline Melinger
Avrum & Jill Miller
Elliot & Doris Mirman
Allen & Katherine Mitzenmacher
Larry Pachter & Sandy Starkman
Brad & Marcie Pickard

Fred & Linda Rosenberg
Jeff & Lisa Rosenkranz
Richard & Pamela Schlosberg
David Schwartz & Renee Hirsch
Jonathan & Francine Sherman
David & Jenna Smiley
Benton & Sandra Strauss
Sherwyn & Irvina Warren
Richard & Roberta Wexler
Adam & Deborah Winick
Frances Lee Zand & Pendri Shalem
Bruce & Lauri Zessar

The Development Office by Nancy Kekst 
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Passover
Supplement         2014/5774

Forbidden Foods

The following foods are forbidden to Ashkenazic Jews during Pesach: leavened 
bread, cakes, biscuits and crackers; cereals, coffee substitutes derived from 
cereals; wheat, barley, oats, rice, dry peas, dry beans, and all liquids which contain 
ingredients or flavors made from grain alcohol.  (Sephardic Jews have some 
different practices.)

Permitted Foods

Requiring no kosher l’Pesach label, the following foods are permitted in unopened packages or containers: natural coffee, sugar, 
tea, salt, pepper, and fresh vegetables (except peas and beans, although string beans are permitted on Pesach).

The following foods are permitted if certified for Pesach use by Rabbinical authority (have a kosher l’Pesach label):  matzah, matzah 
flour, Passover noodles, candies, cakes, beverages, canned and processed foods, milk, butter, jams, cheese, jellies, relishes, dried 
fruits and vegetables, salad oils, vegetable gelatin, shortening, vinegar.  Wines and liquors are permitted if certified by a Rabbinical 
authority as fit for Pesach use.

Dishes and Utensils

Only dishes and utensils specially reserved for Pesach should be used with the following exceptions: silverware made entirely of 
metal if used during the year may be used on Pesach if thoroughly scoured and immersed in boiling water.  Metal pots and pans 
used for cooking purposes only (but not for baking), if made wholly of metal, though used during the year, may be used on Pesach.  
They must first be thoroughly scoured and immersed in boiling water.  The utensils should not be used for a period of at least 24 
hours between their cleaning and immersion in boiling water.

Utensils used for baking during the year cannot be used for Passover.  Earthenware, enamelware and porcelain utensils used during 
the year may not be used.  Fine translucent chinaware if not used for a year is permitted if scoured and cleaned in hot water.

Authorities disagree as to the method of koshering drinking glasses.  One opinion requires soaking in water for three days, 
changing the water every 24 hours.  The other opinion requires only a thorough scrubbing before Pesach or putting them through 
a dishwasher. A dishwashing machine may be used for Passover after a thorough scouring and non-use for 24 hours.  Authorities 
disagree whether a new tray is necessary.  

The stove is prepared by a thorough scrubbing and cleansing of all parts, then turning on the ovens and all burners full-flame for 
one half hour.  Self-cleaning ovens should be scrubbed and cleaned, then put through the self-cleaning cycle.

Continuous cleaning ovens must be kashered in the same manner as regular ovens.

Microwave ovens should be cleaned, and then a cup of water placed inside.  The oven should be turned on until the water 
disappears.  A microwave that has a browning element cannot be kashered.  In all the above cases the appliance cannot be used for 
24 hours prior to kashering.

If the parts of electrical appliances that come into contact with Hametz are removable, they can be kashered in the appropriate 
way.  If the parts are not removable, the appliance cannot be kashered. Non-Passover dishes, pots and hametz whose ownership has 
been transferred should be separated, locked up or covered and marked in order to prevent accidental use.

If you have specific questions, please contact our rabbis.

Bedikat Hametz
(The Search For and Burning of Leaven)

On the evening of Sunday, April 13, the Search for Leaven, bedikat hametz, is conducted.  This is a ritual that symbolizes the final 
cleaning of the house of all hametz.  It is customary to place pieces of bread in various rooms around the house before the search 
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begins – remember how many pieces there are and where they are hidden!  The search is conducted with a candle for light and a 
feather and wooden spoon to collect the hametz.  The hametz, feather and wooden spoon should be put in a bag and set aside to be 
burnt in the morning.

In the morning – this year on Monday, April 14 – after eating our last meal of hametz, add any remains from breakfast to the bag 
of hametz from the previous night, and burn them outside the home.  This is the final act of removal of hametz from our homes.  
Hametz should be burned by 10:15am.

The appropriate prayers for the search for and destruction of hametz are found at the beginning of every Haggadah.

Mechirat Hametz (Sale Of The Hametz)

In addition to the thorough cleaning of the house before Pesach, we are commanded to completely free ourselves of leavened 
products.  Anything made from wheat, barley, oats, rye or spelt, which had a chance to leaven (rise or ferment), must be destroyed.  
Today a simple but meaningful tradition is followed:

•	 Each Jewish home must be cleaned before Pesach.
•	 The Rabbi contractually arranges for the sale of the hametz to a non-Jew so that it will, technically, be out of Jewish 

possession during Pesach.
•	 At the end of Pesach, everything in your stored-up area will be repurchased for your immediate use.

Please see Mark Stadler or use the form below to sell your Hametz.  Please contact Mark no later than Monday morning, April 14.  
A voluntary contribution should be made upon selling Hametz.  All gifts will be added to our Maot Chitim fund.

Maot Chitim (Portions of Wheat).  It is traditional for Jews who have been blessed by the Almighty to make sure that their less 
fortunate brethren have all that is necessary to celebrate a joyous Pesach.

Special funds for this purpose, known as Maot Chitim, are collected in synagogues through the world.  Beth El participates in this 
activity.  If you would like to make a contribution to the Maot Chitim fund, please mail it directly to the synagogue, or bring it in 
personally, and earmark it accordingly.  These funds will be distributed to the Greater Chicago Maot Chitim and other institutions 
that provide Pesach food to the less fortunate.

Maot Chitim Delivery

Please plan to participate with the Greater Chicago Maot Chitim in the delivery of packages on Sunday April 6, 9:00am to 
10:30am.  For more details and directions, go to www.maotchitim.org or www.nssbethel.org.

Siyyum Bechorim (Fast of the Firstborn)

At the Minyan service Monday, April 14, at 6:30am the ceremony of siyyum bechorim will take place in the Field Family Sanctuary, 
led by Rabbi Vernon Kurtz.  It is customary for the first born male to fast on the day preceding Passover.  In place of the fast, however, 
tradition developed the practice of concluding a portion of study of a Rabbinic text after which celebration and feasting takes place.  
The siyyum bechorim ceremony is the means of obviating the need for a fast.  We encourage all first-born males to attend.

I, (please print name)

hereby authorize Rabbi Vernon Kurtz to act as my agent to sell Hametz that may be in my possession wherever it may be at 
home, place of business or elsewhere in accordance with the requirements and provisions of Jewish law.

My home address is:

My office address is:

Signed: Date:

I enclosed $ for Maot Chitim (list amount)

Detach and send to:   Mark Stadler, NSS Beth El, 1175 Sheridan Road, Highland Park, IL  60035
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The Development Office by Nancy Kekst

At the High Holiday season each fall our thoughts turn to tzedakah 
and kehillah. As we worship together on Yom Kippur, the power of 
community is alive at NSS Beth El. At that time of year, we reflect 
upon the importance our Shul has in our lives, the lives of our loved 
ones and the community at large. We remind ourselves of what 
NSS Beth El means to all of us, 365 days a year, and how each of 
us is impacted by the programs and services our Temple provides. 
There is something at Beth El for everyone. While many of us may 
not frequent Beth El at other times during the year, we could never 
imagine our synagogue not being there for us on any given day.

And so at Yom Kippur, it is our tradition to raise revenue in order to 
maintain the vital programs and services we provide to our members. 
This is what each year's Kol Nidre Appeal is about, and we hope 
for 100% participation from our members in order to achieve our 
synagogues' needs and meet our financial obligations. We count on 
you as it is expensive to support our amazing staff, to create special 
programming, and maintain our facility. As you may know, dues 

only cover just under 50% of our annual operating budget. The 
other 50% comes from programs, endowments and your donations. 
In the last four years, approximately 20% of our membership is on 
reduced dues due to financial hardship; scholarship assistance for our 
religious schools has increased 150%, in addition, we have reduced 
our budget by 14%. So we do, truly, need your help to make up the 
difference.

We are duty-bound under our tradition to give to the extent of 
our ability (something, anything – no matter how big or small) to 
help our Shul. The amount of your gift, while important, is not as 
important as the fact that you participate in this very significant 
and necessary Mitzvah! Mazel tov to the 577 families who made a 
donation to the Kol Nidre Appeal this year, as of 1-30-2014. 

We regret any errors or omissions; should there be any questions 
about this gift listing, please contact Nancy Kekst, Development 
Manager, at nkekst@nssbethel.org or by calling 847-432-8900 x 262.

Kol Nidre Appeal 2013

Sally Aaron
Barry & Laurel Abramowicz
Robert & Sharon Abrams
Steve & Wendy Abrams
Gabriel & Deborah Aizenberg
Bernard & Fran Alpert
Frances Altman
Joseph & Susan Ament
Amnon & Carmela Amram
Oren Amram
Greg & Leslie Apter
Jeffrey & Lisa Aronin
Jeffrey & Janice Aronoff
Joshua & Dana Atlas
JoAnne Axelrod
Melanie Axelrod
Howard & Mindy Bain
Keith & Barbara Bank
Theodore & Cheryl Banks
Laurence & Corinne Baskin
David & Julie Baum
Alvin & Elinor Bayliss
Marvin & Renee Bearak
Michael & Dori Becker
Richard & Nancy Becker
Sandra Becker
Ruth Belzer
Jordan & Yael Bendat-Appell
Michael & Marcia Bender
Laurence & Cary Benjamin
David & Karen Benson
Ira & Barbara Berger
Melvyn & Karyn Berks
Harry & Harriet Bernbaum
I. Robert & Mindy Bernstein
Z. Samuel & Judith Bernstein
Richard & Eve Biller
Leonard & Marjorie Birnbaum
Nathan & Barbara Birnberg
Richard & Shirley Blair
Ronald & Linda Bliwas
Lawrence & Abby Block
Myron & Susan Block
David & Simone Bloom
Melvin & Lenore Blum
Benjamin Blumberg
Gerald & Annette Blumberg
Jack & Barbara Blumberg

Ryan & Stephanie Blumberg
Paula Blumberg Lustig
Gilbert Bogen
Bernard & Shirley Bornstein
Ian & Shari Bornstein
Scott & Ruth Bornstein
Albert & Eleanor Boxerman
Jori & Leah Brajer
Nathan & Wendy Braverman
Ronald & Eve Bremen
Richard Brener
William & Joan Brodsky
Gila Bronner
Sheldon & Cissy Brottman
Andrew & Gail Brown
Gerald & Rita Buckman
Robert & Sharon Burack
Ruth Burack
Michael & Naoma Cahr
Robert & Iris Center
Scott & Maureen Chaikin
Brad & Amy Chaimson
Brian & Jan Channon
Doris Charak
David & Shawna Charney
Lillian Charney
Barry & Adrienne Chernawsky
Ramona Choos
Donald & Lois Chudacoff
Arthur & Lynn Cohen
Benjamin & Bernice Cohen
Gidon & Hilary Cohen
Mark & Marla Cohen
Stuart & Rolly Cohen
Sue Cohen
Yehuda & Ellen Cohen
Carey & Cheryl Cooper
Gail Cooper
Phillip & Sandra Cooper
Arthur & Judith Coren
Bruce & Deborah Cowans
Charles Dayan
Medwin & Maryl Dayan
Abraham & Hetty De Leeuwe
Stanton & Carole Derdiger
Gordon & Carol Derman
Gary & Marsha Dienstag
David & Joyce Dlugie

Roslyn Dobkin
Beatrice Dolin
Mitchell & Marcy Dolins
Steven & Judith Dolins
Robert & Ellen Doppelt
Lawrence & Myra Dorf
Robert & Denise Dorf
Marc & Rachel Dorfman
Harold & Reva Dreebin
Joseph & Shirley Drelich
Aliza & Michael Drumm
Lawrence & Sharon Dubin
Pierre & Charlene Eilian
Andrew & Barbra Eisenberg
Calvin & Lana Eisenberg
Batia Eizikovic
Eric & Kim Ephraim
Joel & Ellen Erlichman
Gerald & Judy Farby
Ben & Alyson Feder
Harry & Arlene Feiger
Steven & Linda Feinstein
Philip & Doreen Feitelberg
Annette Feller
Leonard & Rachel Ferber
Robert & Marla Ferencz
Lawrence & Barbara Field
James & Rochelle Fisch
Phyllis Fischel
Bruno & Ruth Fischer
Tracy Fisher-Zoldan
David & Judy Fivel
Robert & Beth Footlik
Michael & Joyce Fox
Leonard & Rochelle Foxman
Nessia Frank
Penina Frankel
Robert & Marcy Freeman
Walter & Gail Fried
James & Bonnie Frisch
Allene Frost
Michael & Lynn Froy
Mark & Nina Gaines
Caryn Garber
Douglas Garfinkel &  
Judy Chrustowski-Garfinkel
Adrienne Garland
Larry & Katherine Garland

William & Iris Garmisa
Ruth Geiderman
Barry Gersowsky
Craig & Amy Gerstein
William & Sharon Gertz
Julio & Clara Gesklin
Adi & Leah Gidron
David & Jodi Gimbel
Phyllis Gimpel
Jeffrey & Michele Glass
Philip & Ellen Glass
Adam & Leslie Glazer
Ronald & Eileen Goldberg
Harris & Sharon Goldenberg
Eugene & Renee Goldfarb
Neal & Deborah Goldman
Robert & Roberta Goldman
Jeffrey & Stacy Goldsmith
Jordan & Stephanie Goldstein
Karyn Goldstein
Larry & Ellen Goldstein
Paul & Eileen Goldstein
Philip & Judith Goldstein
Richard & Debra Goldwasser
Seth & Yael Good
Ellis & Gillian Goodman
Gerald & Gertrude Goodman
Daniel & Nancy Gooze
Bradley & Kathleen Gordon
Gary Gordon & Marilyn Hirsch
Jeffrey & Mindy Gordon
Steven & Beverly Gordon
Thomas & Terri Gordon
Armin & Harriet Gottfried
Leon & Linda Gottlieb
Burton & Joan Grant
Avrum Gray
Keith Gray
Matthew & Laura Gray
Shari Gray
Thomas & Joan Green
Allan & Hilary Greenberg
Jared Greenberg & Jordana Rutkoff 
Justin & Julie Greenberg
Lawrence Greenberg & Elaine Weiss
Mark & Robin Greenberger
Rivia Greenberger
Gary & Orna Greenman

Bruce & Gail Greenspahn
Lorna Greenspahn
Robert & Maxine Greenstein
Shane Greenstein & Ranna Rozenfeld
Jordan & Beth Grey
Alice Gross
Dan & Lori Gross
David Gross & Lisa Newman-Gross
Richard & June Gross
David & Rachel Grund
Joel & Bonnie Haber
Ron & Debby Hahamy
Simon & Elizabeth Halfin
Seth & Marlene Halpern
Bertram & Betty Hamilton
Arnie & Nina Harris
Kristina Harris
Jeffrey & Penny Hecktman
Marvin & Adrienne Heiman
Dvora Heller
Anton & Tracey Hendler
Adam & Alyse Hersh
Scott & Gwen Heyman
Joel & Cynthia Hirsch
David & Pamela Hirschfield
Howard & Lois Hirschfield
Larry & Sue Hochberg
Stuart & Barbara Hochwert
Brian & Melanie Hoffman
David & Barbara Hoffman
Edward & Ann Dee Holland
Joan Holland & Eli Glassman
Stuart & Sulie Holt
Joel & Carol Honigberg
Michael & Linda Hope
Donald & Suzanne Horwitz
Georgann Humphrey
Randall Iden & Gail Scully
Herbert & Helene Isaacs
Brady & Laura Isaacson
Michael & Lauren Jacker
David & Brenda Jackson
Jeffrey & Marjorie Jacobs
Jamie & Irene Jacobsohn
Brian & Rebecca Jacobson
Harvey & Ellen Jacobson
Irwin & Fern Jacobson
Martin & JoAnn Jacobson
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Richard & Lois Janger
Donald & Joyce Joseph
Charles & Robin Kafenshtok
Joel & Pearl Kagan
Chuck Kahalnik
Phillip Kahalnik
Louis & Barbara Kahn
Jordon & Doris Kaiser
Marc & Rozlyn Kallish
Deobrah Kaltman
Jerome & Mary Kaltman
Arnold & Krystyna Kamen
Joyce Kamen & Ben Abraham
Sherry Kantar
Gerry Kaplan
Jean Kaplan
Joseph & Cynthia Kaplan
Marlene Kaplan
Sandi Kaplan
Alan & Marcia Kaplin
Ronit & Ian Katznelson
Gary & Merle Kaufman
Mal & Ruth Kaufman
Scott & Laura Kaufman
Stuart & Leslie Kaufman
Bernard & Edith Kaye
Nancy & Larry Kekst
Jason & Mackenzie Kesner
Joseph & Kimberly Kesner
Michael & Karen Kesner
Rachel Kesner
Morton & Judy Kessel
Jacob & Sandra Kiferbaum
Jonathan & Leslie Kind
Wendy Kleper
Richard & Lila Kohn
Allan & Sharon Koltin
Sherwin & Marlene Konik
Benjamin Kopin & Beth Shapiro Kopin
Jeffrey & Beth Kopin
Mitchell & Karen Kopin
Myrna Kopin
Robert & Minde Korman
Judy Koster
Mitch & Sari Kovitz
Sanford & Francine Kovitz
Colman & Julie Kraff
Avram & Kerana Kraft
Rachel Kraft
Lionel Kramer
Mona Kravitz
Felissa Kreindler
Harold & Nancy Krent
Aaron & Ellen Krumbein
Eliezer Krumbein
Ruth Kupchick
Howard & Ethel Kurland
Vernon & Bryna Kurtz
Irwin & Irene Kushner
Adam & Rebecca Kusovitsky
Jeffrey & Roberta Kwall
David & Barbara Lansing
Philip & Phyllis Lapin
Gerald Lapins
Gerald & Adrienne Lasin
Steven & Ellen Lasin
Sheldon Lavin
Marc & Sharon Leaf
James & Amy Lederer
Harold & Eileen Lederman
Larry & Janet Lederman

Scott & Jane Lederman
Teri Leibowitz
Michael & Hermine Leiderman
Raphael & Felicia Lerner
Sol & Marcia Lerner
Benjamin & Andrea Leshem
Betty Ann Levin
Jeffrey & Arlene Levin
Kenneth & Marcy Levin
Michael Levin & Gigi Cohen
Myron & Phyllis Levin
Robert & Laurie Levin
Sara Levin
Stephen & Diane Levin
Steven & Marsha Levin
Norman & Rochelle Levine
Rhoda Levine
Arnold & Nancy Levinson
Victor & Arielle Levitan
Mark & Francine Levy
Mortin & Karen Levy
F. Raymond & Marilyn Lewis
Lorry Lichtenstein & 
Cara Mendes Lichtenstein
Seymour & Betty Lichter
Jeffrey & Samantha Lichtman
Lawrence Lidov
Mildred Lidov
Robert & JoEllen Lidov
Mark & Laura Lieberman
Michael & Terri Lipsitz
William & Wendy Lipsman
Trevor & Dina Lissoos
Leon & Cynthia Lome
Richard & Karen Long
Karyn Lutz
Irwin & Linda Magad
Eric & Rinna Maletsky
Arnold & Pamela Malk
Irwin & Sheri Mandel
Sheldon & Nancy Mann
Edward & Paulette Margulies
Norman & Donalee Markus
Bruce & Terri Mason
David & Sallye Mason
Sanford & Glenda Mason
Ronald & Marlene Massarik
Jeanette Massey
Murray & Jenna Massey
Linda Matthew
Michael McElwee & Allison Kamen
Keith & Robynn Medansky
Michael & Jacqueline Melinger
Michael & Susan Millenson
Adam Miller & Michelle Gooze-Miller
Alan & Judith Miller
Gerald & Deborah Miller
Jason & Susan Millner
Robert & Susan Millner
Lewis & Terry Milton
Victor & Rose Mirelman
Elliot & Doris Mirman
Allen & Katherine Mitzenmacher
Selma Mizel
Sharon Monsour
Jane Mordini
Ellen Multack
Michael & Drina Nadler
Steven & Sharon Narrod
Brian & Amy Newman
Mark & Colleen Newman

James Nyeste & Marla Hand
Eli & Hella Okman
Marshall Okmin
Neil & Beth Olderman
Sheila Olshansky
Peter & Leslie Oshin
Avram Pachter
Larry Pachter & Sandy Starkman
Mark Palmer
Stephen & Sharon Palmer
Jay & Shari Paset
Louis & Alisa Paster
Jonathan & Danielle Pearl
Daniel & Sheryl Perlman
Dennis & Amy Pessis
Paul & Michelle Pessis
Brad & Marcie Pickard
Dale & Betsey Pinkert
Michael & Debora Pinzur
Dennis & Shayna Plankar
Reid & Natalie Poll
Ryan & Allyson Poll
Barbara Pollack
Joyce Pollack
Mark & Susan Pollack
Jules & Carol Pomerantz
Adam Posner & Romy Block-Posner
William & Susan Posternack
David & Debbie Rabin
Joel & Frances Rabinowitz
Richard & Lori Rabinowitz
Leigh & Shonah Rabman
Debra Rade
Maurice & Sandra Raizes
Martin & Caren Redish
Arnold & Hilda Reingold
Bernard & Elaine Reisin
Richard & Karen Reisin
Alan & Susan Resnick
Joel & Basia Retsky
Sidney & Batya Retsky
Marc & Devorah Richards
Chad & Rebecca Richman
Jack & Sandra Richter
Daniel & Ronit Ripes
Ellen Rissman
Richard & Rhonda Robbins
Ronnie Robbins
Mark & Allyson Rose
Melvin & Roselynn Roseman
David Rosen & Amy Zisook
Louis & Vivian Rosen
Sol & Elaine Rosen
Dr. Fred & Linda Rosenberg
Fred & Linda Rosenberg
Ira & Deborah Rosenberg
Michael  J. & Sharon Rosenberg
Michael S. & Carol Rosenberg
Sami Rosenblatt & Robyn 
Morgenstern Rosenblatt
David Rosenbloom & Ruth Lion 
Louis & Lya Rosenblum
Sheldon Rosenfeld &  
Merle Klein-Rosenfield
Jeff & Lisa Rosenkranz
Sheldon & Regina Rosenstein
Walter & Muriel Roth
Irving & Betty Rozenfeld
Earl & Rochelle Rubinoff
Karen Rubinoff
Sherwin & Odette Rubinstein

Robert & Carol Ruderman
Scott Ruderman
Alan & Rachel Russo
Alan & Mally Rutkoff
Michael & Phyllis Sadoff
Michael & Barbara Salberg
Edward & Sari Salinas
Susan Saper
Martin & Yolanda Schachter
Shirley Scheinman
Reena Schiffman
Richard & Pamela Schlosberg
Carl & Lilach Schrag 
Skip & Lynn Schrayer
Shirley Schuster
Charles & Toby Schwartz
David Schwartz & Renee Hirsch
Gordon Schwartz & Dawn Sidney
Myrna Schwartz
Fred & Maureen Sechan
Melvin & Hedy Sered
Phyllis Shalowitz
Samuel & Irene Shanes
Andrew & Robin Shapiro
Charles & JoAnne Shapiro
Patricia Shapiro
Sidney & Muriel Shapiro
Michael & Robin Shartiag
Natalie Shefsky
Cindy Shekhtman
Dov & Judith Shenkman
Edna Shepard
Benjamin & Heather Sher
Michael & Sara Sher
Edward Sherman & Ilene Goldstein
Jonathan & Francine Sherman
Leonard Sherman
Jordan & Fran Shiner
Sonja Shiner
Stuart & Debbie Shiner
Alvin Shulman
Ann Siegel
Marvin & Sara Siegel
Shael & Myrna Siegel
Alan & Margaret Silberman
Lawrence & Susan Silberman
Bruce & Audrey Silver
Michael & Cecille Silver
Josh & Kathryn Silvers
Saul & Leah Silverstein
William & Karyn Silverstein
Merle Simkin
Gregg & Rebecca Simon
Maxine Simon
William & Judith Siskel
Yadelle Sklare
Rodney & Marilyn Slutzky
David & Jenna Smiley
Michael & Judy Smith
Ernest Smolen
Ronnie Jo Sokol
Cary & Marlene Sokolec
David & Madeleine Solomon
Elliot & Susan Solomon
Harry & Judith Solomon
Sheldon Solow & Shelley Kreiter Solow
Alan Spellberg & Audra Kaplan
Anita Spieler
Mark & Mae Spitz
Maxine Sprung
Charles & Amy Spungen

Morton & Miriam Steinberg
Kasiel & Joyce Steinhardt
Chet & Diane Steinmetz
James & Julie Stempel
Harold & Barbara Stern
Daniel & Rena Sternberg
Jay & Mindy Sterns
Mayer Stiebel & Cara Madansky-Stiebel
Thomas & Harriet Stiller
Benton & Sandra Strauss
Dale & Deborah Strauss
Howard Swibel
Miriam Tabachnik
Jerome & Gail Taxy
Darryl & Mira Temkin
Marvin & Janice Temple
Joel & Gail Tenner
Leonard & Roberta Tenner
Michael & Marissa Teplitsky
Eugene & Nicole Terry
Jeffrey & Lisa Trotter
Amos & Edith Turner
Howard & Sandra Turner
Ferdinande Vanderhoek
Victor & Anya Viner
Barry & Terri Wallach
Richard Warner
Sherwyn & Irvina Warren
Todd & Lisa Warren
Daniel & Debbie Warsh
David Wasserman
Linda Weber
Sandy & Andrea Weber
Loren & Diane Weil
Steven & Sindy Weil
Lawrence & Judith Weiner
Ronald & Eleanor Weingardt
Andrea Weisberg
David & Judy Weiss
Karen Weiss
Stephen & Carol Weiss
Lynn Weitz
Marvin & Susan Wenger
Herman Wexler
Richard & Roberta Wexler
Helen Wilens
Brett Wilkow
Gregg & Brittany Wilkow
Jordan Wilkow
Marc & Brenda Wilkow
Adam & Deborah Winick
Adrian & Linda Winick
Michael & Jennifer Wirth
Iris Wittenberg
Jeffrey Wohlstadter
Richard & Nadine Woldenberg
Joseph & Tina Wolf
David & Jacqueline Wolle
Phyllis Woloshin
Barbara Wyatt
Jeremy & Lesley Wynes
Gary & Debbie Zaid
Frances Lee Zand & Pendri Shalem
Richard Zelin & Judith Hirsch-Zelin
Matthew & Victoria Zell
Gloria Zieve
Sheldon & Sheri Zuckerman

Portrait of a New Donor – Richard Warner “From time to time, I am asked by others, why would I drive from Wilmette to Highland Park in order to 
send my daughter, Veronica to Hebrew school? And why would we drive so far for worship services, when there are so many qualified conservative synagogues that are 
much nearer? Beth El is more than just a building overlooking Lake Michigan and a location on the North Shore. It is the people of Beth El that moved me and Veronica to 
switch our place of worship. Through a series of circumstances regarding Veronica’s Bat Mitzvah in Israel, I was in touch with our Rabbi Michael Schwab who began the 
wheels turning for Veronica's education. Thus began a circle of friendship and spirituality with the three clergy of Beth El that is enduring today and beyond.”
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GALA CONCERT! 

DuoSonidos
Sunday, April 6, 2014 – 4:00pm

North Suburban Synagogue Beth El
Tickets: $8 in advance (by April 2) / $10 at the door

Duo Sonidos - an exceptional young ensemble featuring violin and classical guitar! Duo Sonidos brings 
together the talents of Chicago native and classical guitarist, Adam Levin, and violinist, William Knuth, 
creating a distinctive Chamber music experience. Adam and William were both Fulbright Scholars, studying 
music in Madrid and Vienna respectively, from 2008-2011.

Duo Sonidos' program will highlight Jewish composers from around the world, along with music by non-
Jewish composers that are inspired by the Jewish tradition, including works by composers such as Maurice 
Ravel, Mario Castelnuovo-Tedesco, George Gershwin and Lukas Foss.

Please contact Hazzan Larry Goller 847-432-8900 x226 or Cheryl Swenson x222 for details.

“Splendid interpretation…

high class in every respect” – 

Classical Guitar Magazine
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Kol No'ar
The Voice of the Youth–Beth El's Youth Community

USY (9th–12th Graders) 
 
Monday, March 3 – Wednesday, March 5 
starting at 4:00pm
Calling all USY Bakers! USY will be making 
our Hamentashen. 

Sunday, March 9
USCJ Concert benefiting USY! Our own 
BEANS Alumna, Naomi Less will be 
performing! 

Tuesday, March 11 from 7:00–9:00pm  
Write On for Israel will be presenting to 
USY. Come learn from these fellows about 
advocating for Israel and learn more about 
the fellowship.  

Wednesday, March 12 
CHUSY Regional Lounge night @ CBS USY

Saturday, March 15 at 8:00pm 
USY will be having their annual Purim 
Carnival Set up and Lock-in ! 

Sunday, March 16 from 11:00am–1:00pm  
Purim Carnival

Tuesday, March 25 at 6:00pm
Candle Pack with Men's Club and Summer 
Program Presentation. Dinner will be provided!

Tuesday, April 1 at 6:00pm 
Teen Minyan Committee Meeting. Free meat 
dinner ! 

Tuesday, April 8 at 6:30pm 
Chocolate Seder with Grandparents and 
Special Friends.

Sunday, April 13 from 9:00am–1:00pm 
Spring Pre-Pesach Car Wash, get that 
chametz out of your car too! (Weather 
permitting)

Friday, April 25 – Sunday, April 27 
Look out for registration for the CHUSY 
Regional KINNUS. We will elect a new 
CHUSY Regional Board, see who wins 
Chapter of the year and say goodbye to our 
seniors!

Tuesday, April 29  
BEANS USY Executive Board Mandatory 
Parent and Candidate Election meeting.

Save the Date!  
Tuesday, May 20 
BEANS USY Executive Board Elections.
 
 
Kadima (6th–8th Graders)
 
Monday, March 3 from 4:15–6:15pm
Kadima iProgram (joint program with Cohen 
Religious School).

Wednesday, March 5 from 6:15–7:30pm 
Kadima Board Meeting. Dinner provided.

Sunday, March 9 from 11:00am–2:00pm
Kadima is off to Party Fantasy! $30 or Activity 
Pass. Includes, lunch transportation and 
program. Please RSVP to BEANSKadima@
gmail.com by March 2.

Wednesday, March 19 from 6:15–7:30pm 
Minute to Win It ! (After CRS) $5 or Activity 
Pass, includes dinner ! 

Wednesday, April 9 from 6:15–7:30pm 
Last Kadima Board meeting. Dinner 
provided.

Wednesday, April 23 from 6:15–7:30pm 
Celebrate the end of Passover with Kadima's 
Chametz Party ! (after CRS) $5 or Activity 
Pass, includes dinner !

Wednesday, April 30 from 6:15–7:30pm 
Blow Up Party ! (after CRS) $10 or Activity 
Pass, includes dinner.   

Shalom Club (3rd–5th Graders)
 
Wednesday, March 5 from 4:15–6:15pm
Hamentashen Baking iProgram with Cohen 
Religious School.

Sunday, March 16 from 11:00am–1:00pm
Purim Carnival, Games, Prizes, Blow ups 
and more ! Right after our family Megillah 
Reading ! Wear your costume!

Sunday, April 13 from 11:00am–1:00pm 
Shalom Club's Annual Chocolate Seder (after 
Cohen Religious School) $10 or Activity Pass, 
includes lunch (not just chocolate). 

Wednesday, April 30 from 6:15– 7:45pm
Blow Up Party ! (after CRS) $10 or Activity 
Pass, includes dinner.   

 
M&M Club (K–2nd Graders) 
 
Shabbat, March 15
Shabbat Pray and Play after Services.

Sunday, March 16 from 11:00am–1:00pm
Purim Carnival, Games, Prizes, Blow ups 
and more ! Right after our family Megillah 
Reading ! 

Shabbat, April 12 from 3:30–5:30pm
 B'Yachad Family Shabbat Open Gym 

Wednesday, April 30 from 6:15–7:45pm
Second Graders are invited to come to their 
first Shalom Club Program Blow Up Party ! 
(after CRS) $10 or Activity Pass, includes 
dinner.   

Upcoming Programs and Events!

 
Total amount enclosed $ __________
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What are you doing this summer?
From Day Camp to Overnight Camp, to Israel trips and USY Summer Programs, there are so many ways to stay active this summer. USY is 
offering 3 new programs this year. A tikun olam project based program in Portland, Oregon; a trip to Cuba and a new Wheels trip focused on 
college visits. We are very excited to continue to send USYers on Wheels and Israel Pilgrimage.  So far we have Lucy Cohen signed up for Wheels 
East, a special Wheels trip just for 9th graders and Bessie Cohen who will be going on Israel Pilgrimage. For more information about summer 
opportunities for your child or teen, contact Samantha Isenstein, Youth Community Director, sisenstein@nssbethel.org or 847-432-2040. 

Calling all Jewish 8th Graders! You are 
invited to come to USY programs! We 
can't wait to see you!

BEANS Youth Community is a great 
way to make new friends, hang out 
with old ones, and have an awesome 
time. Still not a member of Beth El's 
award winning youth community? 
It's never too late. Contact Sam 
Isenstein, Youth Community Director, 
at siesntein@nssbethel.org or at 
847-432-2040 for more information 
regarding membership or any other 
questions regarding the Beth El Youth 
Community.  

USYers at our annual Second City trip

 
Total amount enclosed $ __________

 what else

Kol No'ar
The Voice of the Youth–Beth El's Youth Community
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- In honor of the engagement of Rabbi Vernon 
and Bryna Kurtz's daughter, Shira, to Avi 
Kaufman 
- Pamela and Richard Schlosberg
- Mark and Nina Gaines
- Dan and Honey Bronson
- Lionel Kramer
- Joseph and Susan Ament
- Lionel Kramer
- Sally Aaron
- Edward and Paulette Margulies
- Abraham and Hetty De Leeuwe
- Zella Ludwig

- In honor of Bradley and Ryan Lederer 
becoming B'nai Mitzvah and with 
appreciation to Rabbi Kurtz - Sherwin and 
Marlene Konik
- In honor of Daryl Temkin's 65th birthay - 
Ronald and Eileen Goldberg
- In honor of Ernie Smolen as the Men's Club 
"Man of the Year 2014" - Ira and Deborah 
Rosenberg
- In honor of Gabriella becoming a Bat 
Mitzvah and with appreciation to Rabbi 
Kurtz - David and Dena Cooperman
- In honor of G-d's blessings - Ronald and 
Eileen Goldberg
- In honor of Herman Welxer's 90th birthday - 
Korina and Irving Shklair
- In honor of Jori, Emily and Max becoming 
B'nai Mitzvah and with apprecation to Rabbi 
Kurtz - David and Julie Baum
- In honor of Molly Melinger becoming a 
Bat Mitzvah and with appreciation to Rabbi 
Kurtz - Jacqueline and Michael Melinger
- In honor of Noah Shanes becoming a Bar 
Mitzvah and with appreciation to Rabbi 
Kurtz - Daniel and Diane Shanes
- In honor of Rabbi Kurtz's book Encountering 
Torah - Judy Chrustowski-Garfinkel and 
Douglas Garfinkel
- In honor of Rob Freeman's 51st birthday - 
Ronald and Eileen Goldberg
- In honor of Ryan and Bradley becoming 
B'nai Mitzvah - Amy and James Lederer
- In honor of the marriage of Andrew Hill and 
Shanna Kwall - Donna Kwall Smith

- In honor of the meaningful marriage of Sarah 
and Mark Gaines - Zella Ludwig

- In honor of the wedding of Matt and Sarah 
and with appreciation to Rabbi Kurtz - Mark 
and Nina Gaines

Rabbi Kurtz's Discretionary Fund 

Todah Rabbah We are grateful for the following contributions:

- In memory of Anna Hirschfeld, beloved 
grandmother - Marc and Brenda Wilkow

- In memory of Bea Saks, beloved mother of 
Jori Saks - Sulie Holt
- In memory of Benjamin Friefeld, beloved 
father-in-law - Friefeld Family

- In memory of Bess Cohen, beloved mother - 
Fred and Corinne Lane
- In memory of Betty Wasserman, beloved 
grandmother - Michael and Debora Pinzur

- In memory of Dr. Nathan J. Iglitzen, beloved 
father of Beth Footlik, Terry Milton and 
Cindy Socianu - Barry and Terri Wallach
- In memory of Eli Field, beloved father - 
Phillip and Sandra Cooper
- In memory of Elizabeth Libby Goldenberg, 
beloved mother - Harris and Sharon 
Goldenberg
- In memory of Florence Goldberg, beloved 
mother - Ronald and Eileen Goldberg

- In memory of Frank Pollack, beloved father - 
Mark and Susan Pollack
- In memory of Freda Schaffel Siegel, beloved 
mother - Marvin Siegel

- In memory of George Albert Goldstein, 
beloved father - Phyllis Fischel

- In memory of Irma Kesner, beloved mother 
of Michael Kesner 
- Rikki Glazer and Family
- Karen Weiss
- Ira and Deborah Rosenberg
- Roger and Diane Stein
- Diane and Steve Levin
- Harris and Sharon Goldenberg
- Sulie Holt
- Rebecca Landis
- Nissah Mattenson
- Drs. Robert and Lauren Snyder

- In memory of Jack and Esther Rosenberg, 
beloved parents - Sidney and Natalie Rosenberg

- In memory of Jack J. Landsman, beloved 
father - Gregory and Lois Moss

- In memory of John Ferns, beloved father - 
Ronald and Eileen Goldberg
- In memory of Joseph Brooks, beloved father - 
Donald and Lois Chudacoff
- In memory of Kenneth Rezwin, beloved father 
and grandfather; and with appreciation to 
Rabbi Kurtz - Barry and Laurel Abramowicz
- In memory of Lois Bondy, beloved mother of 
Maureen Sechan - Karen Weiss
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- In memory of Louis Bernbaum, beloved 
father - Harry and Harriet Bernbaum

- In memory of Louis Kaplan, beloved father - 
Wallace and Joan Dunn
- In memory of Louis Shulman, beloved father - 
Alvin D. Shulman
- In memory of Mae Becker and with 
appreciation to Rabbi Kurtz - Larry Becker

- In memory of Mae Becker, beloved mother of 
Barbara Hochwert 
- Joel and Basia Retsky and Family
- Robert and Anne Kaplan
- Karen Weiss
- Sulie Holt
- Rochelle and Earl Rubinoff and Family
- Barry and Laurel Abramowicz

- In memory of Marvell Ginsburg, beloved 
mother of Beth Kopin 
- Robert and Sharon Abrams
- Rochelle and Earl Rubinoff and Family

- In memory of Marvell Ginsburg, beloved 
mother and with appreciation to Rabbi Kurtz - 
Beth Kopin
- In memory of Max Glassman, beloved father - 
Joan Holland and Eli Glassman
- In memory of Morton Shiner, beloved 
husband - Sonja Shiner

- In memory of Pearle Cohen, beloved mother - 
Janet Cohen
- In memory of Rabbi Louis N. Levy, beloved 
father - Mortin and Karen Levy

- In memory of Reuben R. Stein, beloved 
father - Alan and Marcia Kaplin

- In memory of Robert M. Kupchick, beloved 
husband - Ruth Kupchick

Todah Rabbah

- In memory of Sidney Brodsky, beloved brother 
of Myrna Siegel 
- Sally Aaron
- Karen Weiss
- Lorna Greenspahn
- Andrew and Barbra Eisenberg

- In memory of Sidney Friefeld, beloved 
husband - Friefeld Family

- In memory of Susanne and William Spellberg 
and with appreciation to Rabbi Kurtz - Alan 
Spelling

- In memory of Thelma Klein, beloved mother 
of Joel Klein - Debra and Barry Kravitz

- In memory of Samuel Rosenberg, beloved 
father of Dr. Michael J. Rosenberg and 
Dr. Carol Rosenberg Derman - Jeffrey and 
Barbara Lerch
- With appreciation for presiding over Reva 
Duman's dedication - Sherwin and Marlene 
Konik
- With appreciation for the mishaberach - 
David and Dena Cooperman
- With appreciation for the Shabbat Aliyah - 
Batia Eizikovic
- With appreciation for the Synagogue's 
recognition of our special weekend - David 
and Judy Weiss

- With appreciation to Rabbi Kurtz 
- Zachary and Erica Lindon
- Lawrence Dubin

- With appreciation to Rabbi Kurtz and his 
support in our time of need for Mae Becker - 
Barbara and Stuart Hochwert
- With appreciation to Rabbi Kurtz for 
officiating at the baby naming of our 
granddaughter, Lila Esther - Gordon and 
Carol Derman

Rabbi Kurtz's Discretionary Fund 
(continued)

- In honor of Eliza and Jordyn's baby naming 
and with appreciation to Rabbi Schwab - 
Laura and Michael Rosenthal
- In honor of Gabriella becoming a Bat 
Mitzvah and with appreciation to Rabbi 
Schwab - David and Dena Cooperman

- In honor of Jori, Emily and Max becoming 
B'nai Mitzvah and with appreciation to 
Rabbi Schwab - David and Julie Baum
- In honor of Molly becoming a Bat Mitzvah 
and with appreciaton to Rabbi Schwab - 
Jacqueline and Michael Melinger

Rabbi Schwab's Discretionary Fund - In memory of Betty Juron Davis, beloved 
sister - Marvin and Joyce Juron

- In memory of Burton R. Rosenberg, beloved 
father - Scott and Maureen Chaikin

- In memory of Dionisio Salinas, beloved 
father - Edward and Sari Salinas

- In memory of Ellen Lansing, beloved mother - 
David and Barbara Lansing
- In memory of Gilbert and Ethel Levy, 
beloved father and mother - Adrian and 
Linda Winick



28March-April 2014/Adar I - Iyar 5774

Rabbi Schwab's Discretionary Fund 
(continued)

Todah Rabbah We are grateful for the following contributions:

- In memory of Morris Foxman, beloved father - 
Leonard and Rochelle Foxman
- In memory of Rose Fried, beloved mother - 
Edward and Sari Salinas
- In memory of Sarah Bichunsky, beloved 
mother - Philip and Doreen Feitelberg

- In memory of Sherwin O. Simon, beloved 
father - Gregg and Rebecca Simon

- With appreciation for mishaberach - Marvin 
Siegel

- With appreciation to Rabbi Schwab - Zachary 
and Erica Lindon

- With appreciation to Rabbi Schwab and his 
support in our time of need for Mae Becker - 
Barbara and Stuart Hochwert

- In memory of Shirley Lipsky, beloved mother
and with appreciation to Rabbi Schwab - 
Robert and Iris Center
- In memory of Lillian Winick, beloved 
mother - Adrian and Linda Winick

- In memory of Mandel Rosenberg, beloved 
grandfather - Scott and Maureen Chaikin

- In memory of Martin Melinger, beloved 
father of Michael Melinger - Marcia Melinger 
and Family

- In memory of Marvell Ginsburg, beloved 
mother of Beth Kopin - Carey and Cheryl 
Cooper
- In memory of Maury Kravitz, beloved 
husband and with appreciation to Rabbi 
Schwab - Mona Kravitz

Hazzan Discretionary Fund - In honor of Bradley and Ryan Lederer 
becoming B'nai Mitzvah and with 
appreciation to Hazzan Goller - Sherwin and 
Marlene Konik

- In honor of Gabriella becoming a Bat 
Mitzvah and with appreciation to Hazzan 
Goller - David and Dena Cooperman

- In honor of Jori, Emily and Max becoming 
B'nai Mitzvah and with appreciation to 
Hazzan Goller - David and Julie Baum

- In honor of Molly becoming a Bat Mitzvah 
and with appreciation to Hazzan Goller - 
Jacqueline and Michael Melinger

- In honor of my aliyah on Rosh Hashana and 
with appreciation to Hazzan Goller - Mark 
and Mae Spitz

- In honor of Ryan and Bradley Lederer 
becoming B'nai Mitzvah - Amy and James 
Lederer

- In memory of Barbara Samet, beloved mother 
of Elizabeth Samet and our sweet cousin - 
Deanna Joy and Maurice Sable

- With appreciation to Hazzan Goller - Zachary 
and Erica Lindon

- With appreciation to Hazzan Goller for 
helping me prepare to read Torah - Mitchel 
and Laura Zacks

- With appreciation to Hazzan Goller for 
officiating at the baby naming of our 
granddaughter Lila Esther - Gordon and 
Carol Derman

- In appreciation to Hazzan Goller and his 
support in our time of need for Mae Becker - 
Barbara and Stuart Hochwert

Ann and Jack Weinberg Holocaust 
Education Endowment Fund 

- In memory of Irma Kesner, loving mother 
and grandmother - Pearl and Joel Kagan and 
Family

- In memory of Jack Weinberg - Pearl and Joel 
Kagan

Ba'al Korei Fund - In memory of Jack Epstein, beloved father 
and grandfather - Gerald and Adrienne Lasin

- In memory of Judy Weiss - Magdalena Fox

- In memory of Mae Becker, beloved mother 
of Barbara Hochwert - Bernice Karsh, Diane 
Covert, Bruce Karsh and Irene Hughes
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Todah Rabbah

- In honor of Nancy and Richard Becker - The 
Preminger Family

- In honor of Wendy Ezgur for her past service 
to the Board of Education - Marilyn Hirsch, 
Tracey Hendler and the Board of Education

Bernard H. Sokol Hebrew High 
School Fund 

- In honor of Ronnie Sokol's recovery - Betty 
Winer
- In memory of Robert Laskow, beloved uncle
of Gail Scully - The Hendler Family

- In memory of Barbara Samet, Miriam 
Fleming's beloved aunt and our cousin - 
Deanna Joy and Maurice Sable

Camp Ramah General Scholarship 
Endowment Fund 

- In memory of Marvell Ginsburg, beloved 
mother of Beth Kopin - Sandy Starkman, 
Larry, Uri and Avram Pachter

- In memory of Irma Kesner, beloved mother 
of Michael Kesner 
- Larry and Nancy Kekst and Family
- Marcy and Kenneth Levin
- Gary Gordon and Marilyn Hirsch
- Paul and Michelle Pessis
- Richard Becker Family

- In memory of Lois Bondy, beloved mother of 
Maureen Sechan - Marcy and Kenneth Levin

- In memory of Mae Becker, beloved mother of 
Barbara Hochwert - Richard Becker Family

Capital Improvement Fund - In memory of Marvell Ginsburg, beloved 
mother of Beth Kopin 
- Ken and Marcy Levin 
- Richard Becker Family

- Wishing complete and speedy recovery to Ron 
Goldberg - Marcy and Kenneth Levin

- In honor of Bobbie and Len Tenner's special 
birthdays - Fern Baker

- In honor of Gail Scully and her service to the 
Board of Education - Tracey Hendler, Marilyn 
Hirsch and the Board of Education

- In memory of Alice and Jack Tuler, our beloved - 
Steven and Merle Tovian

- In memory of Gerrie Wohlstadter, beloved 
mother of Jeffrey Wohlstadter - Gary Gordon 
and Marilyn Hirsch

Gertrude Lederman and Family 
Continuing Education Fund 

- In memory of Irma Kesner, beloved mother 
of Michael Kesner, may her memory be for 
a blessing - Sandy Starkman, Larry, Uri and 
Avram Pachter

- In memory of Mae Becker, beloved mother 
of Barbara Hochwert - Gary Gordon and 
Marilyn Hirsch

- With appreciation to NSS Beth El - Herbert 
and Jacqueline Lippitz

- In honor of Nessia Frank on the occasion 
of her birthday - Ben Frank, Wendy, Leah, 
Shoshana and Dalya Frank

- In memory of Ernie Kaplan, beloved husband - 
Gerry Kaplan

Edward S. Frank Israel Study 
Program Endowment Fund  

- In memory of Meyer Kaplan, beloved father-
in-law - Gerry Kaplan

- In memory of Ted Knell, beloved brother - 
Gerry Kaplan

- In honor of the engagement of Rabbi Vernon 
and Bryna Kurtz's daughter, Shira, to Avi 
Kaufman - Gerald and Rita Buckman

- In memory of Manuel Lerner, beloved brother 
of Sol Lerner - Gerald and Rita Buckman

Gerald and Rita Buckman Yom 
Ha'Atzmaut Program Endowment 
Fund  

- In memory of Sidney Brodsky, beloved 
brother of Myrna Siegel - Gerald and Rita 
Buckman
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Todah Rabbah

Glass/Goldman Program 
Endowment Fund 

- In memory of Marvell Ginsburg, beloved 
mother of Beth Kopin - Philip and Ellen Glass

- In memory of Sidney Brodsky, beloved brother
of Myrna Siegel - Ellen and Philip Glass

We are grateful for the following contributions:

Jack and Mildred Cohen Religious 
School Fund 

- In honor of Nancy Becker - John Lewin
- In honor of Nancy Becker for her past service 
to the Board of Education - Marilyn Hirsch, 
Tracey Hendler and the Board of Education

- In honor of Yael Smith reading Torah for the 
first time - James and Joanne Smith

- In memory of Dorothy Hirschfield, beloved 
mother - Howard and Lois Hirschfield

- In memory of Irma Kesner, beloved mother of 
Michael Kesner - Howard and Sandra Turner

- In memory of Irving Hirschfield, beloved 
father - Howard and Lois Hirschfield

- In memory of Lois Bondy, beloved mother of 
Maureen Sechan - Howard and Sandi Turner

- In memory of Morton Shiner, beloved father 
and husband - Stuart and Debbie Shiner

- In memory of Rose Sher, beloved great-
grandmother - Michael and Sara Sher

- Wishing complete and speedy recovery to Ron 
Goldberg - Howard and Sandi Turner

- With appreciation to the Cohen Religious 
School for Danielle's Jewish education - 
David and Dena Cooperman

Holocaust Memorial Endowment 
Fund  

- In memory of Leonard Weitz, beloved 
husband of Lynn Weitz - Wendy Pollack

Israel Scholarship General 
Endowment Fund 

- In honor of Shanna Kwall's marrage to 
Andrew - Sandy Starkman, Larry, Uri and 
Avram Pachter
- In memory of Avram Rosenthal - Sandy 
Starkman, Larry, Uri and Avram Pachter

- In memory of Dr. Nathan J. Iglitzen, beloved 
father of Beth Footlik, Terry Milton and Cindy 
Socianu - Deanna Joy and Maurice Sable

- In memory of Barbara Schiffman Samet, our 
cousin - Deanna Joy and Maurice Sable

Jean T. and Mort Bernstein Camp 
Ramah Endowment Fund 

- In memory of Janet Robbin, beloved mother - 
David and Karen Benson

Joseph and Mae Gray Cultural and 
Learning Center Fund  

- In honor of Andy and Gail Brown's special 
birthdays - Robert and Carol Ruderman

- In honor of Jori Saks for her past service to 
the Board of Education - Marilyn Hirsch, 
Tracey Hendler and the Board of Education

- In memory of Bea Saks, beloved mother of 
Jori Saks - Gary Gordon and Marilyn Hirsch

- In memory of Dr. Nathan J. Iglitzen, beloved 
father of Beth Footlik, Terry Milton and 
Cindy Socianu - Pamela and Richard 
Schlosberg

- In memory of Florence Cohen, beloved 
mother - Mark and Marla Cohen

- In memory of Eugene Siskel, beloved
husband of Marlene Iglitzen - Losseff Family

- In memory of Mae Becker, beloved mother 
of Barbara Hochwert - Stephen Rheinstrom 
and Jori Saks

- In memory of Maurice Sher, beloved father - 
Michael and Sara Sher

- In memory of Yetta Stark, beloved mother - 
Natalie Weinstein

Judith A. Heyman Memorial Israel 
Scholarship Endowment Fund 

- In memory of Samuel Rosenberg, beloved 
father of Dr. Michael J. Rosenberg and Dr. 
Carol Rosenberg Derman - Scott and Gwen 
Heyman
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Todah Rabbah

- In memory of Marvell Ginsburg, beloved 
mother of Beth Kopin - Martha Sabransky 
and Paul Glickman

- In memory of Irma Kesner, beloved mother 
of Michael Kesner - Myrna Kopin

Kopin Family Fund for Children's 
T'filot Education Endowment Fund  

- In memory of Sidney Brodsky, beloved brother 
of Myrna Siegel 
- Myrna Kopin
- Karen and Mitch Kopin

- In honor of the engagement of Rabbi Vernon 
and Bryna Kurtz's daughter, Shira, to Avi 
Kaufman - Mark and Mae Spitz

Kurtz Family Youth Endowment 
Fund 

- In memory of Ethel Schaier, may her 
memory be for a blessing - Sandy Starkman, 
Larry, Uri and Avram Pachter

- In honor of Rabbi Vernon and Bryna 
Kurtz's daughter, Shira's engagement to Avi 
Kaufman - Judith Leff

Maot Chitim Fund 

- In honor of Anne Rossen's special birthday - 
Sulie Holt

- In honor of Madison and Garrett Hahamy 
becoming B'nai Mitzvah - Jack and Esther 
Michlinf

- In memory of Irma Kesner, beloved mother of 
Michael Kesner - Theodore and Cheryl Banks

Maxwell Abbell Library Fund - In memory of Jerrold M. Groner, beloved 
husband - Joan Groner

- In memory of Marvell Ginsburg, beloved 
mother of Beth Kopin - Robert and Maxine 
Greenstein

- In honor of the engagement of Rabbi Vernon 
and Bryna Kurtz's daughter, Shira, to Avi 
Kaufman - Hugh and Arlene Block

Mindy and Jeffrey Gordon and Family 
Unrestricted Endowment Fund 

- In memory of Mickey Gross - Carole and 
Stanton Derdiger

- In memory of Bert Derdiger, beloved father - 
Carole and Stanton Derdiger

- In memory of Dudley Derdiger, beloved 
brother - Carole and Stanton Derdiger

- In memory of Henrietta Derdiger, beloved 
mother - Carole and Stanton Derdiger

- In memory of Dr. Nathan J. Iglitzen, beloved 
father of Beth Footlik, Terry Lewis and Cindy 
Socianu - Babs Balson

- In memory of Irma Kesner, beloved mother 
of Michael Kesner - Gregory Stoskopf

- In memory of Isaac Menkin, beloved father - 
Susan Saper

- In memory of Jordan Filler, beloved grandson 
of Mr. and Mrs. Bernard Filler - Sonja Shiner

- In memory of Julian Saper, beloved husband - 
Susan Saper

- In memory of Leo Farbman, beloved father - 
Mark and Laura Lieberman

Minyan Service Fund - In memory of Max Eckerling, beloved father - 
Sanford and Adrienne Eckerling

- In memory of Mort Bloomberg, beloved 
father - Carole and Stanton Derdiger

- In memory of Rose Ramek, beloved mother 
and Ida Pollack, beloved mother-in-law - 
Joyce Pollack

- In memory of Sarah Chernawsky, beloved 
mother of Barry Chernawsky - Baric 
Lawndale LLC

- In memory of Sylvia Szwajger - Yolanda 
Schachter

- In memory of Tillie Bloomberg, beloved 
mother - Carole and Stanton Derdiger

- With appreciation to the minyan "regulars", 
clergy, staff and those whose time saying Kaddish 
overlapped with mine - Carol Ruderman

- With appreciation to NSS Beth El - Herbert 
and Jacqueline Lippitz
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Todah Rabbah We are grateful for the following contributions:

Music Fund - In memory of Barbara Samet, beloved sister 
of Shirley Barasch and our cousin - Deanna 
Joy and Maurice Sable

NSSBE Special Gifts Fund - In honor of our Havurah's use of the kitchen 
and the Blumberg in December - Judy and 
Harry Solomon

- In honor of the birth of Jamie Matthew 
Ellis, grandson of Lionel Kramer - Arthur M. 
Cohen and Associates

- In memory of Betty Juron Davis, beloved 
sister - Marvin and Joyce Juron

- In memory of Philip Zelkowitz, beloved 
father - Merle Friedman

- With appreciation to NSS Beth El - Herbert 
and Jacqueline Lippitz

Prayer Book Fund - In honor of your full and speedy recovery 
NSSBE a.m. Minyaneers - Sandy Starkman

- In memory of Aaron M. Dlugie, beloved 
father - David and Joyce Dlugie

- In memory of Albert and Sylvia Wishnick, 
beloved parents - Sanford and Adrienne 
Eckerling

- In memory of Betty Rosenberg, beloved 
grandmother - Scott and Maureen Chaikin

- In memory of David Cohen, beloved brother - 
Jeanette Massey

- In memory of David Cohen, beloved father - 
Michael Levin and Gigi Cohen

- In memory of Eva Wittenberg, beloved 
mother-in-law - Iris Wittenberg

- In memory of Felix Hans Wolf, beloved 
father - Mark and Julia Gerstein

- In memory of Irma Kesner, beloved mother of 
Michael Kesner - Steven and Frances Shapiro

- In memory of Irving Fegenhols, beloved 
father - Iris Wittenberg

- In memory of Jack Frost, beloved father - 
Elise and Ira Frost

- In memory of Jerome and Josephine Sternberg, 
beloved parents 
- Robert Sternberg
- Lynn Philipson
- Lawrence Sternberg

- In memory of Leonard Weitzman, beloved 
father - Keith and Cheryl Weitzman

- In memory of Lois Bondy, beloved mother 
of Maureen Sechan - Steven and Frances 
Shapiro

- In memory of Mae Becker, beloved mother of 
Barbara Hochwert - Steven and Frances Shapiro

- In memory of Melvin Isaacs, beloved brother 
of Herb Isaacs 
- Steven and Beverly Gordon
- Paul and Leigh Hofman
- Penny Berman
- Steven and Beverly Gordon
- Laurence and Corinne Baskin
- Howard and Susan Wolff
- Ronald Davis
- Harvey and Lois Kaplan

- In memory of Mildred Lashinsky Starkman 
and Sidney L. Starkman, beloved parents and 
grandparents - Sandy Starkman, Larry, Uri 
and Avram Pachter

- In memory of Newton Truger, beloved father - 
David and Julie Baum

- In memory of Samuel Kaltman, beloved 
father - Jerome and Mary Kaltman

- In memory of Shane Z. Wolf, beloved mother - 
Mark and Julia Gerstein

- In memory of Sylvia Luber, beloved 
grandmother of Mindy Sterns - David and 
Joyce Dlugie

Paul S. and Sylvia Steinberg  
Pre-School Fund 

- In honor of Lilah Shapiro for her past service 
to the Board of Education - Tracey Hendler, 
Marilyn Hirsch and the Board of Education

- In honor of our baby naming for Jordyn 
Gloria Fox - Joseph and Deborah Fox

- In honor of Terry Lipsitz for her past service 
to the Board of Education - Tracey Hendler, 
Marilyn Hirsch and the Board of Education

- In honor of the birth of your grandson, 
Ashton Levi - Pre-School Staff

- In honor of the Pogofsky Family, for Yoni 
and Tali's upcoming wedding in Israel -  
Pre-School Staff

- In memory of Irma Kesner, beloved mother 
of Michael Kesner - Caron and Jack Knopoff
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Todah Rabbah

- In memory of Sidney Brodsky, beloved brother 
of Myrna Siegel and beloved brother-in-law of 
Shael Siegel - Barbara and Jack Blumberg

Ritual Refurbishment Endowment 
Fund 

- In honor of David and Judy Weiss' special 
birthdays and 45th wedding anniversary - 
Sandy Starkman, Larry, Uri and Avram Pachter

Sarah and Henry Stiebel 
Schechter Endowment Fund 

- In memory of Mae Becker, beloved mother of 
Barbara Hochwert - Debra and Barry Kravitz

Social Action Fund - With appreciation to NSS Beth El - Herbert 
and Jacqueline Lippitz Foundation

- In honor of NSS Beth El - Sheldon Rothstein
- In memory of Irma Kesner, beloved mother 
of Michael Kesner - Robert Horelick

Special Gifts Fund - In memory of Lois Bondy, beloved mother of 
Maureen Sechan - Gary Gordon and Marilyn 
Hirsch

- In honor of Holiday Greetings - Pamela and 
Richard Schlosberg

- In honor of the NSS Beth El Staff - Jerome 
and Mary Kaltman

- In honor of your commitment to NSSBE 
and our congregants - Sandy Starkman and 
Larry Pachter

- In memory of Irma Kesner, beloved mother 
of Michael Kesner 
- Jeff and Lisa Rosenkranz
- Bobbie and Len Tenner

- In memory of Mae Becker, beloved mother of 
Barbara Hochwert - Jeff and Lisa Rosenkranz

Staff Recognition Fund - In memory of Yale Kaplan, beloved father - 
Jeff and Lisa Rosenkranz

- With appreciation to Avram Pachter for 
making Gabriella Cooperman's Kiddush so 
very special - David and Dena Cooperman

- With appreciation to the NSSBE staff 
- Jacqueline and Michael Melinger
- JoAnne Blumberg Axelrod
- Zachary and Erica Lindon
- Ann Siegel
- Gail Scully and Randall Iden
- Gary Gordon and Marilyn Hirsch

- In memory of Willard Aaron, beloved 
husband - Sally Aaron

Willard and Sally Aaron Camp 
Ramah Endowment Fund 

- In honor of Larry Pachter for his past service 
to the Board of Education - Marilyn Hirsch, 
Tracey Hendler and the Board of Education

Youth Community Fund  - With appreciation to Chuck Kahalnik for all 
of his help - David and Julie Baum



34March-April 2014/Adar I - Iyar 5774



35March-April 2014/Adar I - Iyar 5774

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

 
1  Rosh Hodesh Nisan
Continuing Education
3:30pm Terrific Tuesdays

2
Continuing Education
11:00am Writer's Beit Midrash

3
Continuing Education
8:00pm Ba'al Korei Board Mtg.

4 
6:15pm Kabbalat Shabbat 
7:00pm Candle Lighting

5
8:50am Shabbat Services
12:30pm Ba'al Korei After 
Kiddush Program
6:45pm Mincha /Ma'ariv 
8:05pm Shabbat Ends

6
Continuing Education 
9:00am Maot Chitim Passover 
Food Delivery
9:30am Bagels for Your Brains

7
Continuing Education
8:00pm Board of Education Mtg.

8
Continuing Education

9
Continuing Education
7:00pm Hartman Lecture Series

10
Continuing Education
7:00pm Executive Committee

11 
6:15pm Kabbalat Shabbat 
7:00pm Congregational  
Pre-Pesach Dinner
7:07pm Candle Lighting

12
8:50am Shabbat Services
Bar Mitzvah–David Halfin
3:30pm Shabbat Open Gym
7:00pm Mincha /Ma'ariv 
8:12pm Shabbat Ends

13 
Continuing Education 
9:30am Bagels for Your Brains

14  Erev Pesach/1st Seder
6:30am Siyyum Bechorim 
6:15pm Mincha /Ma'ariv
7:11pm Candle Lighting  

15  Pesach 1st Day/
           2nd Seder
8:50am Festival Services
7:15pm Mincha /Ma'ariv 
8:16pm Candle Lighting  

16  Pesach 2nd Day
8:50am Festival Services
11:00am Passover Pray & Play
7:15pm Mincha /Ma'ariv 
8:18pm Yom Tov Ends

17  Hol Hamoed Pesach
7:00am Morning Minyan 
7:00pm Executive Committee

18  Hol Hamoed Pesach
7:00am Morning Minyan 
6:15pm Kabbalat Shabbat 
7:15pm Candle Lighting

19  Hol Hamoed Pesach
8:50am Shabbat Services
12:45pm Sisterhood Torah 
Fund Book Club
7:00pm Mincha /Ma'ariv 
8:20pm Shabbat Ends

20  Hol Hamoed Pesach
Continuing Education 
8:45am Morning Minyan
7:15pm Candle Lighting  
7:15pm Mincha/Ma'ariv 

21  Pesach 7th Day
8:50am Festival Services
7:15pm Mincha/Ma'ariv 
8:22pm Candle Lighting

22  Pesach 8th Day/Yizkor
6:30am Early Morning Service
8:50am Festival Services
7:15pm Mincha/Ma'ariv 
8:21pm Yom Tov Ends

23
Continuing Education 

24
Continuing Education 
12:00pm Study in the Suburbs
8:00pm Board of Directors Mtg. 

25
6:15pm Kabbalat Shabbat 
7:23pm Candle Lighting

26 
8:50am Shabbat Services
Blessing Our Babies
Bat Mitzvah–Hannah Cohen
9:15am Beit Midrash Minyan
12:30pm Post-Kiddush Lecturer
7:15pm Mincha /Ma'ariv 
8:25pm Shabbat Ends

27
Continuing Education 

28  Yom HaShoah
Continuing Education
7:45pm Men's Club Board Mtg.
8:00pm Ritual Committee Mtg.

29
Continuing Education
6:00pm Dinner with the Rabbi

30  Rosh Hodesh Iyar
Continuing Education

May 1 Rosh Hodesh Iyar
Continuing Education
8:00pm Executive Committee
8:00pm Ba'al Korei Board Mtg.

May 2
5:00pm Jeans and Jammies
6:15pm Kabbalat Shabbat 
7:31pm Candle Lighting

May 3
8:50am Shabbat Services
Bat Mitzvah–Noa Alscher
7:15pm Mincha /Ma'ariv 
8:36pm Shabbat Ends
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March 2014 Events Calendar

1
8:50am Shabbat Services
Bat Mitzvah–Emma Tenner
10:00am Hey Family Services
5:15pm Mincha /Ma'ariv 
6:27pm Shabbat Ends

2 
Continuing Education
9:30am Bagels for Your Brains
10:00am From Ot Azoy to 
Utt-da-zay
4:00pm Rosh Hodesh Persian 
Purim Party

3  Rosh Hodesh Adar II
Continuing Education
8:00pm CLC Meeting

4
Continuing Education
12:30pm Sisterhood Board Mtg.

5 
Continuing Education
9:30am Writer's Beit Midrash

6 
Continuing Education
7:00pm Sisterhood Cooking 
Event
8:00pm Ba'al Korei Board Mtg.

7
5:28pm Candle Lighting
6:15pm Kabbalat Shabbat

8
8:50am Shabbat Services
10:00am Hey Family Services
5:15pm Mincha /Ma'ariv 
6:33pm Shabbat Ends
7:15pm Time Flies – Beth El's 
Big Event

9
2:00am Daylight Savings Time 
Begins
Continuing Education
9:30am Bagels for Your Brains
7:00pm USCJ Concert

10 
Continuing Education
8:00pm Board of Education Mtg.

11 
Continuing Education
2:00pm Afternoon at the Movies

12 
Continuing Education

 

13  Fast of Esther
Continuing Education
8:00pm Executive Committee

14
6:15pm Kabbalat Shabbat 
6:36pm Candle Lighting

15  Megillah Reading
8:50am Shabbat Services
Bat Mitzvah–Nicole Bornstein
9:15am Beit Midrash Minyan
11:00am Purim Family 
Services and Play & Pray
6:30pm Mincha /Ma'ariv – 
Megillah Reading 
7:41pm Shabbat Ends

16  Purim
8:45am Morning Minyan/
Family Megillah Reading
9:00am Mishlach Manot 
Distribution
11:00am Purim Carnival

17 
Continuing Education
8:00pm Ritual Committee Mtg.

18
Continuing Education
7:45pm Sisterhood Game Night
8:00pm House Committee Mtg.

19
Continuing Education
9:30am Writer's Beit Midrash
7:00pm Hartman Lecture Series

20
Continuing Education
12:00pm Study in the Suburbs
7:00pm Museum Reception/
Exhibit Lecture
7:00pm Executive Committee

21
6:15pm Kabbalat Shabbat 
6:44pm Candle Lighting

22
8:50am Shabbat Services
Bat Mitzvah–Alexis Aronin
12:45pm Sisterhood Torah 
Fund Book Club
7:30pm Mincha /Ma'ariv  
7:49pm Shabbat Ends

23 
Continuing Education
9:30am Bagels for Your Brains 
7:00pm JUF Event

30 
Continuing Education
9:00am Maot Chitim Pesach 
Food Packing Day

24
Continuing Education
7:45pm Men's Club Board Mtg.

31
Continuing Education

25
Continuing Education
6:00pm Men's Club Candle 
Packing

26
Continuing Education

27
Continuing Education
8:00pm Board of Directors Mtg. 

28
6:15pm Kabbalat Shabbat 
6:54pm Candle Lighting

29
8:50am Shabbat Services
12:30pm Men's Club Kiddush 
Club
7:45pm Mincha /Ma'ariv  
7:57pm Shabbat Ends

Save the Date!
Post-Kiddush Lecture with Rabbi Reuven Hammer

Shabbat, April 26, 2014

Rabbi Reuven Hammer will join us for Shabbat and will 
present a post-kiddush lecture about The Torah Revolution: 
12 Truths That Changed The World.


