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During the months of March and April, the calendar time of this 
bulletin, we will be celebrating two festivals on the Jewish calendar.  One 
is considered a minor festival, Purim, and one a major festival, Pesach.  
However, I would like to suggest that the two of them have much in 
common.  Clearly, Pesach takes a lot more preparation and is one of the 
major festivals of the Jewish calendar year.  Its message is quite serious, 
having to do with the concept of freedom and our appreciation of it, not 
only through the story of the Exodus from Egypt, but in our own day as 
well.  Purim, on the other hand, is a day of festivity when we are allowed 
to be involved in hijinks in the Synagogue, as we dress up in costumes and 
are permitted to be noisy in the Sanctuary.  Yet, they share a significant 
characteristic.

There is the common joke that Jewish holidays are really about one thing, 
and one thing only:  “They tried to kill us, we won, let’s eat.”  In terms of 
Purim and Pesach one could say that this is actually the case.  The story of 
the Scroll of Esther tells of the history of our people in Persia during the 
time of King Ahasherus and Haman.  They plotted to kill the Jews in the 
127 provinces of the King.  It is only through sheer luck and some advance 
planning that Mordecai and Esther save the Jewish people.  Fortuitously, 
Mordecai overhears a plot to kill the King and informs the King of that 
plot.  With a great deal of luck, Esther finds herself in the King’s palace and 
is offered the opportunity to come before the King in order to plead for her 
people’s welfare.  If it had not been for their intervention, the story makes 
clear that the Jewish people would have been destroyed.  Nowhere is G-d 
mentioned in the Scroll of Esther.  It is up to the people themselves to save 
their own lives.

The story of Pesach is really all about the Exodus from Egypt.  After 
hundreds of years of slavery, Moses and Aaron come before Pharaoh and 
demand:  “Let My people go so that they may worship Me”, as they portray 
the message of the G-d who has instructed Moses at the burning bush that 
the Children of Israel are no longer to be slaves to the Egyptians.  This time, 
Moses and Aaron are merely messengers.  The chief protagonist of Pharaoh 
is the G-d of Israel and that message comes through most clearly in the 
Haggadah when we tell the story of the Exodus as part of our Pesach seder.  
We are told in the Haggadah that if it had not been for G-d we would still 
be enslaved in the land of Egypt and would never have been redeemed.

Thus, while the stories describe the rescue of the Jewish people, the 
agents of that rescue are different.  On Purim, it is done through the agency 
of human beings; on Pesach, it is done through the agency of G-d.

As believing Jews, I think we understand that both are necessary.  
Having faith in G-d allows us to look with hope to the future even when 
things become difficult.  At the very same time, to rely totally on G-d is 
not the Jewish way.  We must, ourselves, act in history in order to produce 
the results that we wish.  Thus, human agency has been critical in order to 
save the Jewish people throughout history, as relying solely upon Divine 
intervention is not enough.  
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Mission Statement 

We are a congregation of families and individuals who 
come together to pray, to study, and to create a warm 
and welcoming community.  We seek to preserve and 
enhance our People's traditions within the context of 
Conservative Judaism.  We aspire to strengthen our 
Jewish identity to meet the challenges of a changing 
environment.  We endeavor to provide resources 
to help us relate to God, understand the ways of 
God and enrich the Jewish content of our lives.  We 
encourage our members to serve worthwhile causes 
within our Congregation and the wider Jewish and 
world communities.  We are committed to support 
Israel.  We educate our children so they commit to the 
cultural, spiritual, and ethical values of our People.
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Purim and Pesach: Two Festivals With 
Much In Common  (continued from page 1)

If we bring that message up to modern times, 
then we may be able to say that the creation of 
the State of Israel and Israel’s victory in the War 
of Independence was both miraculous and man-
made.  As Rabbi David Hartman has written:  

“The interpretative category of Zionism is a 
miracle, but the success of Zionism is reality.”  
If it had not been for the Israel Defense Forces 
there would have been no victory; and yet, at 
the same time, people of faith believe that there 
was a miraculous side to it as well.  Therefore, 
in our synagogue, among many synagogues 

throughout the Jewish world, we recite Hallel 
on Yom Ha’Atzmaut, Israel Independence Day.  

Jewish tradition teaches us that we must 
act in history.  We cannot leave it solely to 
G-d.  Yet, we must have faith that we will be 
successful in our endeavors.  In an age when 
Jewish existence is still in peril in many places 
throughout the world, and even in the State of 
Israel, the homeland of the Jews, we must take 
this message to heart.  We must continue to act 
on behalf of the Jewish people wherever they 
may reside and, at the same time, never lose our 
faith in G-d and in a secure future.

Purim and Pesach teach us that both 
messages are critical for the survival of the 

Jewish people and the Jewish faith.  May we 
rejoice on Purim retelling the story of Mordecai 
and Esther and the rescue of Persian Jewry and 
may we have a meaningful Pesach where we 
sit at our seder telling the ancient story of our 
people’s redemption from Egypt as we learn its 
lessons for today.

From the Desk of Rabbi Kurtz

Shabbat Schedule  See calendar for times.

11:00am Every Shabbat 

Tot Shabbat
Services for families with  
Pre-School children

Mini Minyan
Services for families with children
Kindergarten - 2nd grade

Junior Congregation 
Services for students in 3rd - 5th grade

Shabbat, March 3
Shabbat Zakhor
Parashat Tetzaveh
Torah: Exodus 27:20 – 30:10 
Maftir: Deuteronomy 25:17 – 19  
Haftarah: I Samuel 15:2 – 34                 
               
Shabbat, March 10
Parashat Ki Tissa
Torah: Exodus 31:18 – 33:11  
Haftorah: I Kings 18:1 – 39   
         
Shabbat, March 17
Shabbat Parah
Parashat Vayakhel -Pekudei
Torah: Exodus 35:1 – 40:38 
Maftir: Numbers 19:1 – 22  
Haftarah: Ezekiel 36:16 – 38 
                 
Shabbat, March 24
Rosh Hodesh Nisan
Shabbat HaHodesh
Parashat Vayikra
Torah: Leviticus: 1:1 – 5:26   
Maftir: Numbers 28:9 – 15;   
Exodus 12:1 – 20 
Haftarah: Ezekiel 45:16 – 46:18 
     
Shabbat, March 31
Shabbat HaGadol
Parashat Tzav
Torah: Leviticus 6:1 – 8:36 
Haftarah: Malakhi 3:4 – 24; 3:23 

Shabbat, April 7
First Day Pesach
Second Pesach Seder
Torah: Exodus 12:21 – 51   
Maftir: Numbers 28:16 – 25 
Haftarah: Joshua 3:5-7; 5:2 – 6:1       
     
Shabbat, April 8
Second Day Pesach
Torah: Leviticus 22:26 – 23:44
Maftir: Numbers 28:16 – 25
Haftarah: II Kings 23:1-9; 21- 25 
   
Shabbat, April 13 
Seventh Day Pesach
Torah: Exodus 13:17 – 15:26 
Maftir: Numbers 28:19 – 25 
Haftarah: II Samuel 22:1 – 51 
   
Shabbat, April 14
Eighth Day Pesach/Yizkor
Torah: Deuteronomy 14:22 – 16:17   
Maftir: Numbers 28:19 – 25 
Haftarah: Isaiah 10:32 – 12:6 
  
Shabbat, April 21
Birkat HaHodesh
Parashat Shemini
Torah: Leviticus 9:1 – 11:47  
Haftarah: I Samuel 20:18 – 42 
 
Shabbat, April 28
Parashat Tazria-Metzora
Torah: Leviticus 12:1 – 15:33    
Haftarah: II Kings 7:3 – 20   

Monday through Friday 
Mornings, 7:15am

Sunday through Thursday        
Evenings, 7:30pm

Sunday and Legal Holiday     
Mornings, 8:45am

Rosh Hodesh 
Mornings, 7:00am

Services are conducted by: 
Rabbi Vernon H. Kurtz, 
Rabbi Michael Schwab,
Hazzan Larry B. Goller
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Some years back I once worked at a large 
financial institution. This was long enough ago 
that photos of me showed more hair and less 
girth!

The Chief Executive Officer of this company 
was a very bright fellow whom I respected (and 
still respect!) a great deal. He decided that it was 
important to have a large ‘town hall’ meeting 
of all the Chicago based employees once a year. 
It gave every employee, from the bottom to the 
top, an opportunity to hear from the CEO about 
the prior year’s results and the expectations 
for the year (and beyond) to come.  Not just 
financial results, as those were readily evident 
through financial statements and so on, but also 
organizational and cultural plans were discussed.

In one of those meetings, the CEO said 
something that’s resonated with me since that 
time. “The best and most efficient organization 
is an organization of only one person. And 
that is because there is never any confusion or 
misunderstanding or disagreement on mission or 
vision.” This is sort of a business-speak version of 
the old Jewish joke about two Jews stranded on a 
desert island with three synagogues!

Anyway, the reason why I bring it up here 
is because one of Beth El’s great strengths is the 
diversity of our membership and our community. 
We are almost the definition of a heterogeneous 
Conservative synagogue; with members from 
many different backgrounds and spectrums. 
Because of this, we don’t have the ability to 
be the perfect synagogue for anyone…so, in 
the end, our intent is to be the best imperfect 
synagogue for everyone without compromising 
our critical standards and traditions!  

This inherently means that despite doing 
a lot of great things every single day of the 
year, we are still going to disappoint someone 
somewhere all the time. Now for me, I’m the 
sort of person that likes to keep everyone happy 
as much as possible (well, really, why wouldn’t 
I have that attitude!). But the practical facts of 
the situation are that we will never be perfect in 
everyone’s eyes.  

Still, in the end, I would much rather 
have a diverse and dynamic synagogue than 
one overly mired in past practices. As our 
congregants change and grow, we will be there 
to answer their Jewish needs – spiritual, ritual, 
intellectual, collegial, communal, familial. Our 
diversity means that we are ready for you now 
and in the future. Our diversity means that we 
won’t satisfy everyone entirely all the time, but, 
that we can be can be relied upon to be the best 
Beth El we can be…which is your synagogue.  

By the way, a number of observant 
congregants have noticed that I am not on the 

Bimah every Shabbat. Beginning with my term, 
every Officer of Beth El has agreed to sit on 
the Bimah twice per year. This policy serves 
a few purposes. It gives our congregation the 
opportunity to see important leaders of Beth 
El so that they can “put a name with a face.”  
And, it helps give each officer some experience 
on the Bimah and some enhanced knowledge 
of the choreography on the Bimah. Because 

our future presidents have almost always been 
members who have been either current or recent 
Officers, this gives them a bit of experience so 
that this responsibility then doesn’t appear so 
intimidating.

I’m looking forward to seeing everyone at 
our big Annual Fundraiser the Beth El Comedy 
Central on March 18! I’m sure it will be an 
outstanding evening!

President’s Corner
by Andrew W. Brown

Beth El Comedy Central is making its big debut on Sunday, March 18th at 6:00pm in the Blumberg Auditorium. This 
year’s annual fundraiser will feature lots of laughs from comedian Joel Chasnoff plus music from the Chicagoland Jewish 

High School jazz band. In addition, there will be delicious food, drinks and a live auction.

This is a very important fundraiser for Beth El. The funds raised support our every day experiences - family 
programming, education, youth programming, adult education, speakers and so much more  

for our entire community from babies to our respected seniors.  

Please RSVP by March 5th by sending in the response card you received with your invitation  
or on-line at nssbethel.org under “current members.”  

We look forward to seeing you and laughing with our entire Beth El Family on March 18th!   
Come join us to celebrate and support Beth El.  
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- Ron and Carrie Newman

- Julie Baum on the loss of her father, Newton Truger
- Florence Becker on the loss of her brother, Bernard Lome
- Robert Berger on the loss of his father, David B. Berger
- Harlan Breger on the loss of his father, Joseph Breger
- Steve and Lynn Cohen on the loss of their son, Aaron Cohen
- Steve Coven on the loss of his parents, Nate and Judith Coven
- Linda Desser on the loss of her husband, Sidney Desser
- Michael Froy on the loss of his grandmother, Edith Levy
- Phyllis Froy on the loss of her mother, Edith Levy
- Ron Goldberg on the loss of his mother, Florence Goldberg
- Bruce Greenspahn on the passing of his brother-in-law, Joel Winnick
- Lorna Greenspahn on the passing of her son-in-law, Joel Winnick
- Joseph Gutman on the passing of his mother, Leah Gutman
- Enid Kaplan on the loss of her father, Ronald Berger
- Shoshana Konstantin on the loss of her father, Yerucham Kleinman
- Iona Levenfeld on the loss of her brother, Maynard Wishner
- Dr. Leon Lome on the loss of his brother, Bernard Lome
- Jeanette Massey on the loss of her sister, Sarah Maleh
- Susan Millenson on the loss of her mother, Sylvia Feinberg
- Paul Morton on the loss of his father, Robert Morton
- Kevin Rosner on the loss of his mother, Dale Merle Rosner
- Caryn Sedloff on the loss of her mother, Tamara Breuer
- Charlie Tier on the loss of his mother, Freda Tier
- Keith Weitzman on the loss of his father, Leonard Weitzman

Condolences To:

- Laura and Matthew Gray on the birth of their daughter, Lyla
- Shari Gray on the birth of her granddaughter 
- June and Richard Gross on the birth of their granddaughter
- Pearl and Joel Kagan on the birth of their grandson
- Hermine and Michael Leiderman on the engagement of their daughter, Jill, to Robert Howard Cohen
- Hermine and Michael Leiderman on the marriage of their son, Eric, to Natalie Fish
- Susan and Robert Millner on the engagement of their son, Daniel, to Yael Seithfert
- Erica and Rabbi Schwab on the birth of their niece 
- Merle and Steven Tovian on the marriage of their daughter, Rachel, to Jason Greenberg
- Lesley and Jeremy Wynes on the birth of their son
- Sheri and Sherwin Zuckerman on the birth of their grandson

Congratulations To:

We Welcome the Following 
New Members :

- Joseph Breger
- Tamara Breuer
- Pearle Cohen
- Sidney Desser
- Miriam Klasky
- Lawrence Posen
- Leonard Weitzman

In Memoriam:
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Charles Skurie, son of   
Karen and Samuel Skurie
Shabbat, March 10

April – Nisan/ Iyar 5772

March – Adar/Nisan 5772

Remy Lichtenstein, son of  
Cara and Lorry Lichtenstein
Shabbat, March 3  

Charlie Deer, son of   
Wendi and Steven Deer
Shabbat, March 17 

Bradley Leshem, son of   
Andrea and Benjamin Leshem
Shabbat, March 3

Brian Koltin, son of   
Sharon and Allan Koltin
Shabbat, March 10

Ethan Glasberg, son of   
Davi and Steve Glasberg
Shabbat, March 31

Brian Schneiderman, son of   
Deborah and Mark Schneiderman
Shabbat, April 21

Lauren Schneiderman, daughter of   
Deborah and Mark Schneiderman
Shabbat, April 21

Jonathan Silvers, son of  
Kathryn and Josh Silvers
Mincha, April 21

Benjamin Dorfman, son of  
Rachel and Marc Dorfman
Shabbat, April 28
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Bible with Commentary
Aaron Klein 
Wednesdays, begins March 14, 10:30-11:30am
Explore the Tanakh (Hebrew Bible) with 
commentaries in English, as we connect the text in 
its historical context to our own experiences today. 

Bible with Commentary – Evening Class!
Aaron Klein
Thursdays, begins March 8, 8:00-9:00pm
Explore the Tanakh (Hebrew Bible) with 
commentaries in English, as we connect the text in 
its historical context to our own experiences today. 
 
Study in the Loop
Rabbi Vernon Kurtz	
Thursday, March 15, Noon-1:30pm, at the 
Illinois Decalogue Society
A study session in the Loop, centered around the 
ethical issues of our lives. *Advance reservations 
are necessary; lunch is provided for a nominal 
fee of $12/person. Registration is encouraged; 
please contact Lennie Kay at 847-432-8900 
x221 or lkay@nssbethel.org 
 
The Shoah: A Closer Look
Dr. Joyce Witt
Thursdays, March 15 & 22, 6:45-8:00pm
March 15:  Propaganda – How was propaganda 
used in Nazi Germany?
March 22:  Jewish Resistance
Look at the Holocaust with a deeper lens. Each 
participant will receive a copy of the United States 
Memorial Museum book State of Deception.

Study in the Suburbs
Rabbi Vernon Kurtz
Thursday, April 26
Noon-1:30pm, at BJE (the Board of Jewish 
Education), 3320 Dundee Rd, Northbrook
A study session in the suburbs, centered 
around the ethical issues of our lives. *Advance 
reservations are necessary; lunch is provided for 
a nominal fee of $12/person. Registration is 
encouraged; please contact Lennie Kay at 847-
432-8900 x221 or lkay@nssbethel.org

Explore Spirituality, Meditation and 
Mindfulness with the Center for Jewish 
Mindfulness 
Tuesdays, February 28, March 6, and March 13, 
7:45-9:00pm
Beginning Tuesday evening February 28th, join 
us for a series on The Mindfulness Practice of 
Prayer. The siddur can be seen as our Sages’ road 

map for human growth. Seen in this light, the 
prayers of the siddur are more than words we 
are asked to recite; rather, they are practices for 
developing qualities of mind and heart. Jewish 
prayer is sensitive to the nature of our human 
experience and it challenges us to continue to grow 
day after day. Join Rabbi Jordan Bendat-Appell of 
the Center for Jewish Mindfulness for a three-
part series on how prayer can be a mindfulness 
practice. We will look closely at three prayers of 
the Ma’ariv service, exploring how they can be 
seen as describing and prescribing an orientation 
of awareness, sensitivity, and responsiveness, i.e. 
mindfulness. Each session will include study, 
discussion, and short periods of mindfulness 
meditation. Your $10 donation/per session, 
or $18 for all three, to the Center for Jewish 
Mindfulness, supports the ongoing work of the 
CJM throughout Chicagoland. A partnership 
program of North Suburban Synagogue Beth El 
and the Center for Jewish Mindfulness (www.
jewishmindfulness.net). For more information, 
please contact Jordan: jbappell@gmail.com or 
Rabbi Michael Schwab: mschwab@nssbethel.org

Literature 
Lillian Miller 
Sunday, March 18, 11:15am-12:45pm 
The Finkler Question by Howard Jacobson
Join us for an interactive discussion on this 
fascinating novel. Please read the novel prior to 
our discussion. 
 
Monday Morning at the Movies! 
Hazzan Larry Goller 
Mondays, begins March 12, 10:00-11:00am 
Through the viewing of some of Hollywood’s 
finest productions, explore how Jews and Jewish 
values influenced the American film industry, 
and, through film, American culture. Popcorn 
will be provided! 
 
Shalom Hartman Institute Beit Midrash 
Discussion Series – Engaging Israel: 
Foundations for a New Relationship 
Rabbi Vernon Kurtz
Wednesday, March 14: 7:45-9:45pm
Wednesday, April 4: 7:00-9:45pm, with a break 
for evening minyan at 7:30pm
A series of nine lectures and conversations with 
Hartman Institute scholars led by Donniel 
Hartman that responds to growing feelings of 
disenchantment and disinterest toward Israel 
among an ever-increasing number of Jews 
worldwide by creating a new narrative regarding 

the significance of Israel for Jewish life. Lecture 
and discussion participants include Dr. Tal 
Becker, Yossi Klein-Halevi, Rabbi Dr. Rachel 
Sabath Beit-Halachmi, Prof. Gil Troy and others. 
This program is open to all adult learners. There 
will be a $25 fee for class materials. 

Pray-er 
Merle Tovian
Mondays, begins March 12; 11:00-11:30am
Join this informal and interactive exploration of 
why, when and how we pray.  

How to Make this Seder Different from  
all Others	 		             
Tuesday, March 20, 7:45-9:00pm		
Need new ideas? Family friendly? A fresh 
approach? Share your best ideas and learn from 
others in this interactive discussion on preparing 
for Passover.  	     

Dr. Joshua R. Jacobson
Sunday, April 29, 7:45-9:30pm 

“Music of Zionism”
A multi-media event! One hundred years ago, 
Zionist pioneers created a new repertoire of 
songs, designed specifically to further their 
ideological goals. Dr. Jacobson will examine both 
lyrics and music of several songs from the period 
to see how they reflected this ideology. He will 
also show how, in recent years, the popular 
music of Israel has reflected the changing face 
of its population and its institutions. A special 
Rabbi Irving and Amy Frankel Scholar Program.

Hagigat Yisrael - Yom Ha’atzmaut Celebration 
Wednesday, April 25, 5:30-9:30pm
Join us to celebrate Israel’s 64th Independence 
Day! Falafel will be available for purchase and 
we have choices of evening programming: the 
film My Brother’s Keeper, Israeli dancing, and an 
exhibit lecture in the Kol Ami Rissman museum.
This program is made possible in part by a grant 
from Ma’alot. 

Are you interested in studying Kabbalah? 
Larry Greenberg would like to organize a small 
group of adults who wish to learn this topic 
through the lens of Conservative Judaism. If 
you are interested, please contact Larry at larry_
greenberg@comcast.net

Gertrude Lederman Family Continuing 
Education Program
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For further information contact Merle Tovian at 847-432-8900 x262 
or email Mtovian@nssbethel.org. 

We are pleased to announce that Professor Joshua R. Jacobson will return this April as Scholar in Residence once 
again. He visited our congregation a few years ago and was very well received. He authored Chanting the Hebrew 
Bible: The Art of Cantillation, published by the Jewish Publication Society in 2002 which was a finalist for the 
National Jewish Book Award. In 2004 he was presented the prestigious “Kavod Award” by the Cantors Assembly.

Among his many accomplishments, Professor Jacobson is the founder and director of the Zamir Chorale of Boston, 
a world renowned ensemble. A graduate of Harvard College, the New England Conservatory and the University 
of Cincinnati, he served as Director of Choral Activities at Northeastern University for nine years. He holds the 
position of Adjunct Professor of Jewish Music at Hebrew College, from which he was awarded the Benjamin 
Shevach Award for Distinguished Achievement in Jewish Educational Leadership. He has toured the world giving 
lectures and conducting various choral groups, symphony orchestras as well as the Boston Pops Orchestra and the 
Boston Lyric Opera Company. He is truly a leader in the community of Hebrew music.

We will be privileged to have Professor Jacobson at Beth El on Friday, April 27 through Sunday, April 29. He 
will be hosted by the Ba’al Korei Institute, chaired by Karen Bieber and the Continuing Education Committee, 
chaired by Ron Goldberg. We invite everyone to attend. Watch for further details.

Shabbat Morning D’var Torah: “How Can I Keep from Singing?” How music enhances the 
spirituality of our conversation with God that we call "prayer?" We will find out why we sing our 
prayers rather than just speak them. We will also try to understand the goal of our singing, and 
what role the cantor can play in helping us achieve that goal.

Shabbat Post-Kiddush Discussion: “Unlocking the Cantillation Code” Join us for an 
investigation into the syntactic system underlying the melodies we use for chanting scripture. 
Why do we cantillate the Torah and not just read it?  We will demonstrate predicting which ta’am 

will appear on each word of Tanakh and how this system can help us elucidate ambiguous 
passages. (This session is sponsored by the Ba’al Korei Institute.)

Sunday Morning, 10:00am: “Jewish Music and All That Jazz” Join us 
for a multi-media morning!  We will examine the impact of American life 

on Jewish composers and the impact of Jews on American music. Using 
clips from the 1927 film, The Jazz Singer, and recorded illustrations 

from America’s Jazz Age as touchstones for discussion, we will 
explore the conflict between being a Jew and being an American 

as played out in the musical arena.

Sunday Evening, 7:45pm: “The Music of Zionism” 
(Irving and Amy Frankel Memorial Lecture) Another 

multi-media event! One hundred years ago, Zionist 
pioneers created a new repertoire of songs, designed 

specifically to further their ideological goals. Dr. 
Jacobson will examine both lyrics and music 

of several songs from the period to see how 
they reflected this ideology. He will also 

show how, in recent years, the 
popular music of Israel 

has reflected the 
changing face of its 
population and its 
institutions. 

Schedule of Programs



8March-April 2012 / Adar-Iyar 5772

Joseph and Mae Gray Cultural & Learning Center

The Sokol Hebrew High School & The Gray Cultural & Learning Center 
present Jenny Meyerhoff, author of the YA novel Queen of Secrets, on Sunday, 
March 11, 10:00-11:00am. A book signing will follow the program – copies 
of the book will be for sale for $10. 

About the Book:
Fifteen-year-old Essie Green cannot believe her luck when Austin King asks 
her out. He is the captain of the football team and the hottest guy at Pershing 
High School. Unfortunately, as their relationship heats up, so does a rivalry 
between Austin’s best friend Harrison and Essie’s estranged cousin Micah, an 
observant Jew. Essie is forced to decide where her loyalties lie. With a family 
member she barely knows, or the boy she’s beginning to love?

The Cohen Religious School and the Gray Cultural & Learning Center 
present a very special event for students & parents on Monday, March 19 
from 4:10-6:00pm for Gimmel & Dalet and 6:10-8:00pm for Hey & Vav. 
Author Barry Deutsch will join us for an amazing drawing demonstration 
and discussion of his graphic novel Hereville: How Mirka Got Her Sword, the 
2011 Sydney Taylor Book Award Winner. A book signing will follow the 
program – copies of the book are available in the CLC and in the Religious 
School Office for $10. 

High School Author Event 
Sunday, March 11

Religious School Author Event 
Monday, March 19

Artwork by Molly 
J. Schiff from the “I 
Remember Purim” exhibit 
is available for purchase. 
Contact Rachel Kamin at 
rkamin@nssbethel.org or 
847-432-8903 x 242 for 
more information.

From the Rissman 
Family Kol Ami 
Museum

Writer's Beit Midrash
The Writer's Beit Midrash continues to meet in the 
Maxwell Abbell Library every other Wednesday morning, 
10:00-11:30am. Upcoming meetings are scheduled for 
March 14, March 28, April 11, and April 25. All fiction, 
non-fiction, poetry, memoir, and essay writers (published 
or not yet published) are welcome for discussions, exercises, 
camaraderie, and critique. Contact Rachel Kamin at 
rkamin@nssbethel.org or 847-432-8903 x242  
if you would like to be added to  
the mailing list.  

Save the Date.... 
NSS Beth El will hold a special Yom Hashoah commemoration on Wednesday 
evening, April 18 with Chris Nicola, author of the award-winning book, The 
Secret of Priest's Grotto: A Holocaust Survival Story. More details coming soon.
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Gray Cultural & Learning Center

1:00-3:00pm
Afternoon Tea & Exhibit Lecture in the Rissman Family Kol Ami Museum
Fran and Bernie Alpert will discuss the museum’s collection of ancient Israeli pottery shards.

5:30-9:30pm
NSS Beth El Falafel Stand
A falafel dinner will be available for purchase along with Israeli snacks and juices.

6:15-7:30pm
Session Ia
Film Screening: My Brother’s Keeper
Between 1947-1949, more than 4,400 Jewish and non-Jewish volunteers came from 56 different countries to defend and fight for 
the fledgling State of Israel during its struggle for survival and independence. This new documentary tells the story of these Mahal 
volunteers. After the film, Izzie Weinzweig will share his experience as a member of Mahal during the War of Independence.
or
Session Ib
Explore Israel through Dance with Sarah Rodin
The history and spirit of the state of Israel come alive through through an educational journey into 
Israeli dance. Sarah Rodin, Israeli Dance Instructor and member of Shalehet Aviv Israeli Dance 
Troupe will be our guide. All ages and levels of experience welcome!

7:30-8:15pm
Minyan and Falafel Stand
A falafel dinner will be available for purchase along with Israeli 
snacks and juices.

8:15-9:30pm
Session IIa
Film Screening: My Brother’s Keeper (see above for 
session description)
or
Session IIb
Explore Israel through Dance with Sarah Rodin (see above 
for session description)
or
Session IIc
Archaeology and the Biblical Record
Bernie Alpert will discuss his upcoming book and 
the collection of ancient Israeli pottery shards in the 
Rissman Family Kol Ami Museum.  

חגיגת ישראל
Hagigat Yisrael: A Yom Ha’atzmaut Celebration

Wednesday, April 25, 2012
 

Celebrate Israel’s 64th birthday through art, archaeology, food, film, and dance! In the morning, the 
Steinberg Preschool will board an El-Al jet for their annual fantasy trip to Israel. Cohen Religious 
School students will participate in special activities using a giant inflatable map of Israel and will 
enjoy Israeli snacks from our falafel stand. And, the entire congregation is invited to participate  

in the following programs, free of charge:

Hagigat Yisrael is co-sponsored by the 
Joseph and Mae Gray Cultural & Learning 
Center, the Gertrude Lederman Continuing 
Education Program, the Steinberg Preschool, 
the Cohen Religious School, and the Beth 
El Youth Community and is supported by a 
Ma’alot Grant, a joint project of the United 
Synagogue of Conservative Judaism Israel 
Commission and Nefesh B’Nefesh.
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5772 Purim 2012
Listen & Learn, Give & Send, Masquerade & 
Parade, Eat, Drink & Be Merry!
SUNDAY, MARCH 4: PURIM CARNIVAL
10:00-11:00am for preschoolers
11:00am-1:00pm for all ages
Carnival games, prizes, inflatables, food & fun for the whole family!  
Wear your costume and bring non-perishable canned and boxed goods  
for the Annual Food Drive.
Note: Regular Religious School classes will be held from 9:00-11:00am.
Pick-up Hamentashen orders and Mishloach Manot bags, 10:30am-1:00pm.
 

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 7: FAST OF ESTHER and EREV PURIM
Costumes, songs, and Megillah fun!
5:30pm - Young Family Purim Celebration – Children 2nd grade & younger are invited 
to wear a costume to this special celebration including a Purim puppet show, parade, 
dinner, crafts and songs! RSVP to Ali at adrumm@nssbethel.org or 847-432-8903 x218.
5:40pm - Traditional Mincha service
6:00pm - Traditional Ma’ariv service and Megillah reading
6:15pm - Early dinner and crafts for Young Families
7:00pm - Congregational Megillah Reading in the Field Family Sanctuary for all ages.
8:30pm - Purim Seudah

Purim 2012 Seudah Registration  
(Adults Ages 10 & Up $8.00 / Children Ages 4-9 $4.00 / Children 3 & Under Free)

Mail in Payment to: NSS Beth El, Attn: Mark Stadler, 1175 Sheridan Rd, Highland  Park , IL 60035. 
Make checks payable to NSS Beth El. Call 847-432-8900 x229 for payment by credit card. To pay 
online throught your Beth El account, go to www.nssbethel.org and click on Current Members. 

Full Family Name:

Family Address:

Phone Number:                          Email Address:

Number of Adults Attending (ages 10 & up):               Number of Children Attending (ages 4-9):

Number of Children Attending (ages 3 & under):                Total Attending:

Number of Children Meat Dinners:                    Number of Children Veggie Dinners:

Number of Adult Meat Dinners:                      Number of Adult Veggie Dinners:

Total Amount Owed:

Special Purim Museum  

Exhibit Through March 26

The Rissman Family Kol Ami Museum 

will exhibit “I Remember Purim:  

A Visual Narrative” by Molly J. Schiff,  

Now-March 26, 2012.  

The exhibition features paintings on 

paper which are based on Schiff’s fond 

memories of Purim. “I Remember Purim” 

illustrates not only the story of Esther but 

also the continued celebration of  

the queen’s heroic story..  
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The Beit Midrash Minyan provides the opportunity for 
a smaller and more intimate davening experience. 

•  Do you want to chant your first Torah reading in a 
    small setting? 
•  Give a d'var Torah? 
•  Chant the haftarah again when you become bar or 
    bat mitzvah?
•  Lead a service?  

Then give Beit Midrash Minyan a try!  We warmly 
welcome all congregants. Try it, you might like it!

Beit Midrash Minyan will meet on the following 
Shabbatot at 9:15am: March 10, April 28, May 19, 
and June 2.

Beit Midrash Minyan

Blessing Our Babies

Mazel Tov to the many families in the synagogue who 
have welcomed new babies over the past year! Now 
we want to officially welcome them to the synagogue 
family. Join us for a celebration of Jewish life on 
Saturday, April 21st, as we bless all those children 
born within the past year. During Shabbat morning 
services, children born from January 2011-April 
2012 along with their parents will be invited to 
the bima for a special blessing from the Rabbis and 
Hazzan.  Please let us know if you plan to join us. 
Call Caron Knopoff, the Director of our Paul S. and 
Sylvia Steinberg Pre-School at 847-432-2830.  Non-
members are welcome, so feel free to invite a friend.  

*Please note: this in not a baby naming. If you wish 
your child named in the synagogue, contact the 
Synagogue office at 847-432-8900.

Rabbi Kurtz at Solomon Schechter Day School with 5th graders. Rabbi Kurtz was at Schechter 
to answer the students’ questions on their study of the Book of Exodus. Many Beth El students 
and their parents and grandparents were present as Rabbi Kurtz joined other rabbis from the 
community for the 5th grade study and Shabbat lunch. 

Visit to Solomon Schechter

Pesach Service Schedule
Friday, April 6 
Erev Pesach/Fast of the Firstborn/1st Seder
6:45am Morning Minyan/Siyyum Bechorim
7:00pm Mincha/Ma’ariv
7:03pm Candle Lighting  

Shabbat, April 7 
Pesach First Day/2nd Seder
8:50am Festival Service
7:00pm Mincha/Ma’ariv
8:08pm Candle Lighting 

Sunday, April 8 
Pesach Second Day
8:50am Festival Service
7:15pm Mincha/Ma'ariv  
8:08pm Yom Tov Ends 

Monday, April 9 
Pesach Third Day
7:00am Morning Minyan
7:30pm Evening Minyan 

Tuesday, April 10 
Pesach Fourth Day
7:00am Morning Minyan
7:30pm Evening Minyan 

Wednesday, April 11 
Pesach Fifth Day
7:00am Morning Minyan
7:30pm Evening Minyan 

Thursday, April 12 
Pesach Sixth Day
7:00am Morning Minyan
7:30pm Evening Minyan

Friday, April 13 
Pesach Seventh Day
8:50am Festival Service
7:00pm Mincha/Ma'ariv 
7:10pm Candle Lighting 

Shabbat, April 14 
Pesach Eighth Day/Yizkor
8:50am Festival Service
7:15pm Mincha/Ma'ariv 
8:17pm Yom Tov Ends

Purim Schedule
Wednesday, March 7 
Fast of Esther/Megillah Reading 
7:15am Morning Minyan
5:30pm Young Family Purim Celebration 
5:40pm Mincha
6:00pm Megillah Reading
7:00pm Family Megillah Reading 

Thursday, March 8 
Purim
6:30am Shacharit and Megillah Reading
7:30pm Evening Minyan

Ramah Day Camp is currently 
hiring energetic, friendly, hard 
working staff. If you know anyone 
who would like to work at the day 
camp this summer, please have 
them contact Director Lori Stark by 
e-mail at director@ramahday.com 
or by phone at 312-606-0444.

Enrollment is Open! Sign up today. 
Why not give your child the gift 
of a Ramah camping experience. 
For more information email info@
ramahday.com or visit our website 
at www.ramahday.com.

The Beth El Scholarship Fund 
announces that scholarship aid is 
available for families whose children 
will attend Camp Ramah or other 
approved Jewish Camps.

Please call Lennie Kay at the 
synagogue office at 847-432-8900 
x221 for an application and more 
information. All applications must 
be received no later than March 28, 
2012.

Ramah Day Camp

Camp Scholarships 
are Available!
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Sisterhood Happenings!  Be Involved. Be Enriched. Be Inspired. 
During the next two months Sisterhood is all about Purim, Passover, Special Interest Programs, Book 
Chats, and Living Your Best Life. So, no time to wait – please check to see what you would like to 
participate in…it’s all good!

Tuesday, April 24 
7:45pm
Grab your aprons and join us in the 
kitchen – it’s all about Spanish Tapas…
the bite-size dish with the big taste!

Spain’s appetizers are perfect anytime! 
Throughout the world, Spanish tapas 
have become a popular and healthy 
addition to the many food styles and 
cuisines available to us today. Everyone 
is joining in. When you begin to see the 
sheer range of flavors available you will 
want to find out more about the small 
plate with the BIG flavor!

$15 person by April 15; $18 at door. 
RSVP Dena Cooperman 847-266-1218; DenaRSCooperman@yahoo.com

We're in the Kitchen with Laura Frankel!
Cooking Workshop

Torah Fund Book Chat
Author David Schmahmann to Lead a 
Discussion on Empire Settings
Shabbat, March 10
12:30-1:30pm
David Schmahmann, 
author of several 
acclaimed books, was 
born in Durban South 
Africa. A graduate of 
Dartmouth College 
and Cornell Law 
School, he has studied 
in India and Israel 
as well as worked 
for a time in Burma. 
Hear the wonderful 
experiences he weaves 
masterfully in his books. 

Empire Settings, received the John Gardner Fiction Book 
Award for “the most outstanding book of fiction published 
in 2001 by a small or university press.” This book weaves a 
story about Danny Divan, a white teenager in South Africa 
under apartheid. He falls in love with the daughter of a 
black domestic servant. His family forces the two apart, 
and eventually his discomfort with the poisonous political 
atmosphere drives him from the country and to a new life  
in America.

Within weeks of his 
arrival in Boston, 
Danny meets Tesseba, 
an offbeat but trusting 
artist who takes him 
in and marries him so 
he won’t be deported. 
Twenty years later, 
when Danny returns to 
the “new” South Africa 
to salvage what he can 
of his family’s fortune, 
he sets out to discover 
what became of the 
girl he cannot forget. 
What he finds instead 
is the truest version of 
himself.

Sisterhood

Calling all resourceful, intelligent and successful women who want to take their already 
full lives to a new level of extraordinary – Join us for an extraordinary program…on  
self-esteem.

How do you define success – through your achievements, financial status, physical 
appearance, your work, or achievement of our children? How do you cultivate a healthy 
self-esteem in our challenging and competitive times.  

Come explore the enduring definition within the timeless wisdom of our Jewish tradition 
with Certified Life Coach Ali Begoun. Her coaching is uniquely designed to help women 
to live with less stress, more joy, greater balance and an overriding sense of fulfillment 
and purpose in all the various aspects of their lives. $10 at the door. Questions please 
contact: Dena Cooperman 847-266-1218; DenaRSCoooperman@yahoo.com. 

A Jewish Perspective on Self Esteem
Ali Begoun, Certified Life Coach 
Tuesday, March 13
7:45pm

What Every Great Chef Should Have....Just in time for Passover!

A Sisterhood Apron! Available in our Gift Shop.Only $15.For 
more information contact: Dena Cooperman 847-266-1218;  
DenaRSCooperman@yahoo.com.
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We have re-stocked our shelves with beautiful NEW items to enhance the 
Seder Experience … Magnificent Matzah and Afikomen Covers, Beautiful 
Seder Plates, Stunning Charoset Dishes, and classic Matzah plates …

We have toys, games and crafts to heighten the Passover experience for your 
children... Jumping frogs, plates to paint, finger puppets, soft toys, books…

We have hostess gifts…Candles, serving pieces, appetizer spreaders, and 
cookbooks. We have everything you need in one convenient location! How 
good is that! 

Hours: Sundays 9:00-1:00pm; Tuesdays 10:00am-1:00pm
And of course you can always call for an appointment that meets your 
schedule: Diane Levine: 847-433-5629; Michelle Krawitz: 847-681-0621; 
Sulie Holt; 847-432-2071. 

Sisterhood’s Gift Shop is – 
Your Best Resource for all your Passover Needs

Sisterhood

Mah Jongg 
Wednesday, March 14 and April 18
1:00-3:00pm 
Give yourself a break ! Come and join us for a few hours of pure 
relaxation and great company, too ! Donation: $5. Please contact 
Michelle Krawitz for information: 847–681-0621 or webs70@aol.com

Torah Fund News
The Jewish Theological Seminary (JTS), an engine for outreach, 
is committed to introducing religious alternatives in Israel 
and Eastern Europe through its Schechter Institute of Jewish 
Studies in Jerusalem; training a new Russian Jewish intelligentsia 
through Project Judaica, its Jewish studies program in Moscow, 
and raising a generation of literate and observant Jews in North 
America through its intensive work with the Ramah camps and 
Schechter schools. JTS is also committed to providing adults 
with Jewish knowledge and experience through a panoply 
of innovative programs, helping to create a responsible and 
informed Conservative Jewish voice on public issues from 
religious pluralism in Israel to bioethics.

Thank you to all those who have donated to the Torah Fund in 
the past few months.

Guardian ($300.00+): Mae Spitz

Benefactors: ($180.00 +): Roberta Goldman, Linda Gottlieb, 
Gail Greenspahn, Carol Honigberg, Bryna Kurtz, Myrna 
Schwartz, Margaret Silberman, Sandra Strauss, and Sandra Turner.

Contributors: ($18.00+): Sally Aaron, Susan Ament, Shirley 
Bornstein, Eleanor Boxerman, Beth Footlik, Edythe Gershman, 
Phil Gershman, Joan Groner, Alice Gross, Debra Krautz,  Beth 
Leeds, Joellen Lidov, Jean Moses, Maurice Pickard, Sandra Reizes, 
Karen Reisin, Betty Rozenfeld, Judith Sarnat, Cindy Shekhtman, 
Ann Siegel, Maxine Sprung, Ruth Stern, and Helen Wilens.

Sisterhood and Men's Club Invite You to:  
Dinner with Rabbi Kurtz! 
Tuesday, April 17
6:00pm

Name:

Reserve:         Seats @ $20 each.

Total Enclosed:

Inquiries to Ruth Fischer at 847-433-1919.

$20|person before April 10; $25|person after April 10th
Please make check payable to NSS Beth El Sisterhood & mail to: 
Beth El Sisterhood, 1175 Sheridan Rd, Highland Park, Il 60035.

Announcing: Your Mishloach Manot Gift Is Ready! 
Please watch your emails and check your phone messages. You may be the recipient of a Mishloach Manot Gift Bag! If so, please stop by our distribution 
tables during the Purim Carnival, Sunday, March 4, from 9:30am to noon. We will be in the main hallway outside the Sanctuary! For all of our Beth El 
Family that ordered these wonderful gifts, we thank you for your support. If you have any questions regarding pick-up, please contact Rachel Ferber 847-
835-6201; rachel.ferber@att.net.
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Bagels For Your Brains Rewind

On top of the great programming we have coming up for the next two 
months I want to point out three very important programs. On Sunday, 
March 11, we will be having our Annual Blood Drive. All that are capable 
are encouraged to participate. Second, is a series of Social Action Programs 
in conjunction with our synagogue and Maot Chatim. Please join us as 
we help box, pack and deliver food to families for the Passover Holiday 
(Passover Box Making Sunday, March 18, 2012; Passover Packing Sunday, 
March 25, 2012; and Passover Delivery Sunday, April 1, 2012.) Lastly, on 
Sunday, April 15 our Men’s Club will participate in a very special Holocaust 
Remembrance Program. We have a special fund that is put aside and every 
year we donate money to any Beth El student who would like to travel to 
Europe and Israel to learn and participate in this life-changing event. We 
have named this fund after one of our own past members Irwin Wygodny 
who passed away a few years ago and was a very special part of our club, our 
shul, our community and a survivor of the Holocaust. I hope you will join 
us for a very special Bagels for Your Brains on Sunday, April 15 when we 
hear from this year’s students: Yoni Gray, Aaron Small and Andrew Freeman 
who participated in the very special program. Breakfast is at 9:30am 
following the morning minyan with the program beginning at 10:00am.

On Sunday morning, January 22, Men’s Club presented a most interesting 
program chaired by Michael Simkin, as part of their ongoing Bagels for 
Your Brain schedule. After a delicious breakfast, at least fifty men and 
women listened to Susan Brent Millner, AIPAC Chicago Leadership 
Management Director, speak on, “What Lies on the Horizon for the US-
Israel Relationship in 2012”. Using maps of the Middle East, she pointed 
out the precarious situation in which Israel exists. Susan explained how 
AIPAC works as a lobby in Washington DC, promoting the need for our 
legislators to understand and promote favorable relations between the 
United States and Israel. She also stated that AIPAC does not endorse any 
candidates nor do they fund any political campaigns.  

Susan felt that at this time the relationship that exists between the United 
States and Israel is most favorable and should continue as such in the 
coming years. She answered a number of questions from the audience, 
explaining also the role that AIPAC is taking on the college campus. She 
welcomed everyone to attend the National AIPAC Conference, to be held 
in Washington, DC, on March 4-6 at which over 10,000 people will be in 
attendance, and that at this time 70 congregants from Beth El were already 
registered. All that attended the morning’s program enjoyed and felt that 
the time was most worth while. 

Men’s Club

A Shabbat Weekend to Remember

Another Successful Men's Club Dinner

Men’s Club celebrated another enjoyable Shabbat weekend this year.  
Beginning on Friday, January 6, with Kabbalat Shabbat services, led by Mort 
Steinberg, found over 150 congregants and guests attending the service. 

Following services, those with dinner reservations, were treated to a 
wonderful traditional Shabbat dinner, from “soup to nuts” as the saying 
goes. Prior to dinner Jeffrey Wohlstadter introduced a new nigun, “Shabbas 
Is Here”. It was composed by Cantor Jeffrey Herman especially for Men’s 
Club, and introduced at the last International FJMC Convention. It 
brought a rousing response from everyone and was sung over and over 
again. This created a ruach that carried the entire weekend. Kiddush was 
chanted by Rob Freeman, Shalom Aleikhem was led by Rod Slutzky, 
Birkoht Ha’mishpahah was said by Victor Levitan and Jeffrey Goldsmith.  
Rabbi Michael Schwab sang Eishet Hayil, Michael Drumm led Netilat 
Yadayim, with Howard Turner making the Ha’motzi. The evening ended 
with a round of z’mirot led by Hazzan Larry Goller and Birkot Ha’mazon 
was led by Jeffrey Kopin.

All of the Saturday services were led by the Men’s Club. Over forty five 
men were included with aliyot and bimah honors. Shacharit was led by 
Jeffrey Wohlstadter and Musaf was led by Jeffrey Goldsmith who also 
delivered the sermon. There were at least 250 congregants in attendance.  
An “order of service” was provided so that those being honored were 
recognized. All were invited to a super Kiddush after the service.

As in the past, an “open house” was held at the home of Stacy and Jeffrey 
Goldsmith on Saturday night. Every one was invited and partook of a most 
sumptuous Mediterranean table. With plenty to eat and drink, it rounded 
out an enjoyable, successful Men’s Club Shabbat weekend. All of the Beth 
El membership is invited to be part of Men’s Club Shabbat and we look 
forward to more participation next year.

Once again our Men’s Club hosted a wonderful Paid Membership dinner.  
Everyone who is a member of Men’s Club was invited to a complementary 
dinner at the Synagogue on the evening of December 13. Women were 
also invited to attend to hear the featured speaker. All enjoyed a delicious 
dinner of hot appetizers, salad, barbequed chicken and dessert. With plenty 
to drink (hard and soft) the atmosphere was most enjoyable. The dinner 
was hosted by Aaron Krumbein and the food prepared by Chef Avram 
Pachter and Chuck Kahalnik.

Jack Blumberg introduced our guest speaker, Alan Jacobs, the International 
President of B’nai Brith. His backround is outstanding, having been 
associated with the organization in many capacities for a number of years.  
He advised us of the importance of B’nai Brith to the Jewish community 
and of all of the work in which B’nai Brith is involved. No longer is 
B’nai Brith just a social organization, as it was in past years, but a force in 
promoting Israel, a voice on college campus and giving financial aid where it 
is needed. He answered questions from the floor and was very well received.

Men’s Club looks forward to hosting dinners such as this every year with 
the hopes that every male of North Suburban Synagogue Beth El becomes 
a member and supports our Men’s Club.

Save the Date...
First time ever!   

The Men’s Club grilling 

competition and family picnic 

on Sunday, June 24.   

Save the date and watch for 

upcoming details.  
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A Most Tasty Event
Both men and women were treated to the flavor of their favorite refreshment, on Thursday, January 
26, at the 7th Annual Men’s Club Scotch Tasting event. Over 80 guests attended the “tasting”, which 
included vegetable dips, chips and soft drinks. The evening was chaired by Michael Salberg, who did 
an outstanding job as host and Master of Ceremonies. This event has been free to members of Men’s 
Club with a minimal charge to guests. However, fifteen men chose to become new members of Men’s 
Club and saved the admission charge.

Representatives from Binny’s, of Highland Park, and Glenmorangie provided a number of Single 
Malt Scotch varieties and explained their differences. They also went into detail as to how the 
whiskies are developed and aged so as to create the flavor and taste that is so enjoyable to so many.  

The evening was enjoyed by all with camaraderie and sensible tasting. An auction culminated the 
proceedings with a bottle of Aulton Scotch awarded to Ron Hahamy who was the highest bidder at 
$65.00. Everyone is looking forward to next year.

Men’s Club

Upcoming Events
Sunday, March 11 – Library Guest Speaker: 
David S. regarding his book Empire Settings

Sunday, March 11 – Men’s Club Blood Drive

Sunday, March 18 – Bagels for Your Brains 
Political event: Republican Candidates will 
join us for a meet and greet and speak at our 
program.  

Sunday, March 18 – in conjunction with 
Maot Chitim: making boxes for food deliveries 
from 9:00am-1:00pm.

Tuesday, March 20 – Yom HaShoah Candle 
Packing with USY kids.

Saturday, March 24 – Men’s Club Kiddush 
Club following the Shabbat services.

Sunday, March 25 – Maot Chitim: packing 
boxes for food deliveries from 9:00am-1:00pm.

Sunday, April 1 – Bagels for Your Brain:
Breakfast 9:30am; Program 10:00-11:00am
Guest Speaker: Steven “Sonny” Simkin
World Travel – Been There, Seen It, now you can 
hear about it.
Sonny Simkin along with his wife Sheila 
have traveled the four corners of the world. 
Imagine walking with the gorillas in Africa, the 
Ice Hotel in Norway, a voyage to Antarctica, 
Ethiopia, India, China, and Europe. You name 
the country and they probably have been 
there. Sonny will fascinate you with his first-
hand information and artifacts. In addition 
you can visit “Travels with Sheila” on the web 
to follow in detail their world explorations. For 
more information contact Michael Simkin at 
Msimkin123@aol.com.

Sunday, April 1 – Maot Chitim: delivering 
boxes of food from 8:00am-1:00pm.

Sunday, April 15 – Bagels for Your Brains 
Holocaust Remembrance special program. 
Everyone is invited to join the students for 
breakfast at 9:30am, followed by the program 
from 10:00-11:00am.

Tuesday, April 17 – Dinner with the Rabbi 
co-sponsored with the Sisterhood.

Saturday, April 21 – Men’s Club Kiddush Club

Sunday, April 29 – Bagel for Your Brains 
with Guest Speaker: Dr. Josh Jacobson

Sunday, April 29 – USY Basketball Challenge 
Men’s Club will play against the USY kids 
once again at the Highwood Rec Center from 
4:00-6:00pm.

Can You Help with Part of Yourself? 
Sure you can.  And it’s easy too.
By donating a pint of blood on March 11, 2012, you are helping 
someone truly in need for his or her life. The process is easy, 
painless, and free from any risk to you. The Life Source 
Blood Center needs our help for the community. You are 
a community member who one day may need this help 
yourself. On March 11, you can help others who require help 
now! And yes, your thoughtful gift is precious, especially to the 
person receiving it.

Please join us in the Grossinger-Brickman Activity Center and 
give someone the gift of life. You must be in good health, 18 years 
or older, and weigh more than 100 lbs. Although refreshments are 
available, it would be a good idea to still have breakfast beforehand. 
Don’t forget to have your driver’s license or some other photo ID handy.

Over the years, our blood drive yields annually about 44-55 pints. From an 
absolute perspective, this is a pretty good result. However, when considering the sheer mass of our 
membership and the potential of our contribution, another view may become more obvious.  This 
year please consider your option to donate a pint. It is a worthwhile cause and merits your 
participation. Please email Jeff Goldsmith at jbg724@gmail.com if you have any questions.

Name(s):

Address:

Phone:

Please schedule me (us) for the Blood Drive on Sunday, March 11, 2012 at:

8:50    9:10    9:30    9:50    10:10    10:30    10:50    11:10    11:30    11:50    12:10

Return completed form to: Jeffrey Goldsmith 
NSS Beth El
1175 Sheridan Rd
Highland Park, IL 60035
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Passover
Supplement         2012/5772

Forbidden Foods

The following foods are forbidden to Ashkenazic Jews during Pesach: leavened 
bread, cakes, biscuits and crackers; cereals, coffee substitutes derived from 
cereals; wheat, barley, oats, rice, dry peas, dry beans, and all liquids which contain 
ingredients or flavors made from grain alcohol.  (Sephardic Jews have some 
different practices.)

Permitted Foods

Requiring no kosher l’Pesach label, the following foods are permitted in unopened packages or containers: natural coffee, sugar, tea, 
salt, pepper, and fresh vegetables (except peas and beans, although string beans are permitted on Pesach).

The following foods are permitted if certified for Pesach use by Rabbinical authority (have a kosher l’Pesach label):  matzah, matzah 
flour, Passover noodles, candies, cakes, beverages, canned and processed foods, milk, butter, jams, cheese, jellies, relishes, dried 
fruits and vegetables, salad oils, vegetable gelatin, shortening, vinegar.  Wines and liquors are permitted if certified by a Rabbinical 
authority as fit for Pesach use.

Dishes and Utensils

Only dishes and utensils specially reserved for Pesach should be used with the following exceptions: silverware made entirely of 
metal if used during the year may be used on Pesach if thoroughly scoured and immersed in boiling water.  Metal pots and pans used 
for cooking purposes only (but not for baking), if made wholly of metal, though used during the year, may be used on Pesach.  They 
must first be thoroughly scoured and immersed in boiling water.  The utensils should not be used for a period of at least 24 hours 
between their cleaning and immersion in boiling water.

Utensils used for baking during the year cannot be used for Passover.  Earthenware, enamelware and porcelain utensils used during 
the year may not be used.  Fine translucent chinaware if not used for a year is permitted if scoured and cleaned in hot water.

Authorities disagree as to the method of koshering drinking glasses.  One opinion requires soaking in water for three days, 
changing the water every 24 hours.  The other opinion requires only a thorough scrubbing before Pesach or putting them through 
a dishwasher. A dishwashing machine may be used for Passover after a thorough scouring and non-use for 24 hours.  Authorities 
disagree whether a new tray is necessary.  

The stove is prepared by a thorough scrubbing and cleansing of all parts, then turning on the ovens and all burners full-flame for one 
half hour.  Self-cleaning ovens should be scrubbed and cleaned, then put through the self-cleaning cycle.

Continuous cleaning ovens must be kashered in the same manner as regular ovens.

Microwave ovens should be cleaned, and then a cup of water placed inside.  The oven should be turned on until the water 
disappears.  A microwave that has a browning element cannot be kashered.  In all the above cases the appliance cannot be used for 24 
hours prior to kashering.

If the parts of electrical appliances that come into contact with Hametz are removable, they can be kashered in the appropriate way.  
If the parts are not removable, the appliance cannot be kashered.

Non-Passover dishes, pots and hametz whose ownership has been transferred should be separated, locked up or covered and marked 
in order to prevent accidental use.

If you have specific questions, please contact our rabbis.

Bedikat Hametz
(The Search For and Burning of Leaven)

On the evening of Thursday, April 5, the Search for Leaven, bedikat hametz, is conducted.  This is a ritual that symbolizes the final 
cleaning of the house of all hametz.  It is customary to place pieces of bread in various rooms around the house before the search 
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begins – remember how many pieces there are and where they are hidden!  The search is conducted with a candle for light and a 
feather and wooden spoon to collect the hametz.  The hametz, feather and wooden spoon should be put in a bag and set aside to be 
burnt in the morning.

In the morning – this year on Friday, April 6 – after eating our last meal of hametz, add any remains from breakfast to the bag 
of hametz from the previous night, and burn them outside the home.  This is the final act of removal of hametz from our homes.  
Hametz should be burned by 9:45am.

The appropriate prayers for the search for and destruction of hametz are found at the beginning of every Haggadah.

Mechirat Hametz (Sale Of The Hametz)

In addition to the thorough cleaning of the house before Pesach, we are commanded to completely free ourselves of leavened 
products.  Anything made from wheat, barley, oats, rye or spelt, which had a chance to leaven (rise or ferment), must be destroyed.  
Today a simple but meaningful tradition is followed:

•	 Each Jewish home must be cleaned before Pesach.
•	 The Rabbi contractually arranges for the sale of the hametz to a non-Jew so that it will, technically, be out of Jewish possession 

during Pesach.
•	 At the end of Pesach, everything in your stored-up area will be repurchased for your immediate use.

Please see Mark Stadler or use the form below to sell your Hametz.  Please contact Mark no later than Friday morning, April 6.  A 
voluntary contribution should be made upon selling Hametz.  All gifts will be added to our Maot Chitim fund.

Maot Chitim (Portions of Wheat).  It is traditional for Jews who have been blessed by the Almighty to make sure that their less 
fortunate brethren have all that is necessary to celebrate a joyous Pesach.

Special funds for this purpose, known as Maot Chitim, are collected in synagogues through the world.  Beth El participates in this 
activity.  If you would like to make a contribution to the Maot Chitim fund, please mail it directly to the synagogue, or bring it in 
personally, and earmark it accordingly.  These funds will be distributed to the Greater Chicago Maot Chitim and other institutions 
that provide Pesach food to the less fortunate.

Maot Chitim Delivery

Please plan to participate with the Greater Chicago Maot Chitim in the delivery of packages on Sunday April 1, 9:00am to 11:30am.  
For more details and directions, go to www.maotchitim.org or www.nssbethel.org.

Siyyum Bechorim (Fast of the Firstborn)

At the Minyan service Friday, April 6, at 6:45am the ceremony of siyyum bechorim will take place in the Field Family Sanctuary, led 
by Rabbi Vernon Kurtz.  It is customary for the first born male to fast on the day preceding Passover.  In place of the fast, however, 
tradition developed the practice of concluding a portion of study of a Rabbinic text after which celebration and feasting takes place.  
The siyyum bechorim ceremony is the means of obviating the need for a fast.  We encourage all first-born males to attend.

I, (please print name)

hereby authorize Rabbi Vernon Kurtz to act as my agent to sell Hametz that may be in my possession wherever it may be at home, 
place of business or elsewhere in accordance with the requirements and provisions of Jewish law.

My home address is:

My office address is:

Signed: Date:

I enclosed $ for Maot Chitim (list amount)

Detach and send to:   Mark Stadler, NSS Beth El, 1175 Sheridan Road, Highland Park, IL  60035
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Men's Club Shoah Program
The Men’s Club, through our special Holocaust 
Fund, is awarding a stipend to those traveling to 
Poland this summer in an organized educational 
program, and whose parent is a member of Beth El.

If you would like to receive this stipend, and share 
that experience at a Men’s Club Program, please 
complete the bottom portion of this letter. It is 
important that you respect this deadline, as we will 
be unable to process applications after May 1, 2012. 

Participant’s Name:

Address:

Home Phone:                                                    Travel Dates:

Name of Program Traveling to Poland:

Name & Phone of Program Coordinator:

Parent’s Signature:

Participant’s Signature:

Mail detached form to: Arnie Sandler, 650 Constance Lane, Deerfield, IL 60015 prior to May 1, 2012.
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I think I may have shared with you that before I moved to Highland 
Park, we lived in Toronto where I served as Executive Director 
of MAZON Canada, A Jewish Response to Hunger. One of my 
primary responsibilities was to present MAZON’s mission and 

purpose to parents of bar and bat mitzvah children at area shuls. In a 
nutshell I explained that in days of old the rabbis of the community would 
not allow a simcha to begin until the poor of the community were seated 
among the other guests and fed first. At MAZON we asked members of 
the community to symbolically invite the hungry stranger to their simcha 
by making a donation that would then be allocated non-denominationally 
to food banks across the country.  

 While I believe myself to be a fairly decent public speaker and that the 
message I was imparting seemed relevant enough I never fully understood 
why my audience at these presentations was so rapt with interest in my 
words about this cause. It was a strange role to be in – telling parents how 
to deepen the meaning of their simcha by connecting it to MAZON.   
When I started in this position, our oldest son, Henry was a newborn. 
To my eyes, these parents seemed ‘so old’ and their kids looked enormous 
compared to my new baby. That milestone moment of preparing for my 
child’s bar mitzvah seemed eons away! What did I know about making a 
bar or bat mitzvah? Who was I to preach to these parents that if their affair 
was so lavish with food and drink they should voluntarily tax their food 
costs and donate 3% of that total to MAZON? And yet, here I am, almost 
13 years later caught in the vortex! We are planning Henry’s bar mitzvah 
and with all the crazy choices (hire dancers with the DJ? Photobooth? 
Prizes? Montage? Bouncers!?) I am struggling now with the same demons 
those parents with the wide eyes were considering back then: How do I 
keep the mitzvah in bar mitzvah? How do I ensure that this event not look 
and feel like a coronation but a Jewish milestone? Tzedakah and mitzvot 
are the antidotes (maybe I’ll have that imprinted on the sweatshirts he 
wants to give out!). Yes this is a strange time indeed. Blessed? Definitely. 
But confusing nonetheless. Connecting this milestone moment to a 
mitzvah project is the only thing outside of learning tropes, writing a d’var 
Torah and including those closest to us that feels like it really belongs.  
Even though we’ll probably make our son the ‘classic’ North Shore bar 
mitzvah celebration, I am ever-cognizant of this tension!

 Thankfully the tradition of connecting b’nai mitzvah, both lavish and 
modest, to tzedakah and a mitzvah project is alive and well at Beth El. It 
is fairly standard for our kids to roll up their sleeves and get to work on a 
project that benefits the community…the proverbial feeding of the hungry 
stranger from the days of old. But what about us, the adults who have long 
passed the age of bar and bat mitzvah? We are also obligated to continue 
feeding the hungry stranger. I am firm believer that when our kids perform 
their mitzvah projects the purpose is to introduce them to the concept that 
they have an obligation to the community and that we, the adults, must 
live by example for them. Social Action is only one of the avenues through 
which to do so and I invite you to consider building Social Action at Beth 
El alongside other members of this vibrant synagogue committee. Sign up 
to serve meals to the homeless at JUF’s Uptown Café on March 13th or 
April 22nd; Set aside Sunday March 25th and Sunday April 1st to package 
and deliver pesach baskets to needy seniors through Maot Chittim or 
contact me at jkottwolle@hotmail.com to get involved with our amazing 
team! If you want to learn more about MAZON check out their website 
www.mazon.org. Stay tuned – next month I’ll report on the success of our 
Third Annual Mitzvah Day! 

Jacqueline Kott-Wolle
Chair, Social Action

Social Action In Action

Thoughts on Social Action....

Upcoming Social Action Opportunities
March 13th – JUF Uptown Café For ages 12+, serve dinner to 
neighborhood needy. Contact Bryna Kurtz at 847-432-1039 or 
brynakurtz@aol.com. 

March 25th – Greater Chicago Maot Chitim Pack Passover food packages. 
Call 847-674-3224.

April 1st – Greater Chicago Maot Chitim Deliver Passover food packages 
so all Chicagoland Jews may observe the holiday in a traditional manner.  
Call 847-674-3224.

April 22nd – JUF Uptown Café For ages 12+, serve dinner to 
neighborhood needy. Contact Bryna Kurtz at 847-432-1039 or 
brynakurtz@aol.com.

Save the Date! 

JUF Dessert & Program  
at Beth El 
Watch your mail for details.

Sunday 
April 22, 2012
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What would happen if our connection to Israel was cut off and we 
could not reach the land of our yearnings? It is hard to imagine that 
this could occur in the 21st century. Shmuel Yosef Agnon, Nobel Prize 
laureate, conceived this scenario in the story Fable of a Goat. In this short 
tale a doctor recommends his ill patient, a Jewish old man living outside 
of Israel, to buy a she-goat and drink its wholesome milk. The she-goat 
tended to disappear and reappear with her udders full of milk that tasted 
sweeter than honey. Curious as to the whereabouts of the she-goat, the 
ill man asks his son to follow the she-goat and find the answer to the 
mysterious disappearance. The son, following the she-goat, reaches the 
land of Israel. Yearning to bring his father to join him in the land of Israel, 
the son devises a plan of action. He writes to his father “Do not inquire 
how I arrived here but hold onto this cord which is tied to the goat’s tail 
and follow the footsteps of the goat; then your journey will be secure, and 
you will enter the land of Israel.” A set of mis-steps by the father follows 
resulting in the severance of contact between the son in Israel and the 
father in the diaspora.  

Many lessons can be learned from this short allegoric story, among 
them to value Israel’s potential as a source of inspiration for our physical 
and spiritual nourishment. One must do everything necessary to secure 
the connection with the land and the people of Israel. In other words one 
must hold on to the cord.

Beth El is a unique community dedicated to the strengthening of 
connections between our families/students and Israel. We incorporate 
the teaching of Israel in every aspect of the curriculum from the younger 
grades through high school. We encourage families to participate in the 
Federation SKIP incentive starting in 3rd grade to help subsidize the cost 
of future trips to Israel. Many of our 8th students participate in Ta’am 
Yisrael (A Taste of Israel) weeklong trip, as well as attend congregational 
trips to Israel (the next one to take place is in December of 2012 led by 
Rabbi Schwab).

Additionally, Beth El offers its high school graduates a merit Israel 
scholarship to visit the land of Israel in an approved trip (usually 5 to 6 
weeks). The requirements include: Beth El membership, the fulfillment of 
all academic requirements (such as Sokol Hebrew High School for 4 years 
or Jewish Day School), and full membership in the youth groups. 

A proactive approach including financial planning, setting up priorities, 
and endorsing the importance of Israel in our lives as Jews will help secure 
solid connections with the land of Israel and its people. Together we can 
continue fostering opportunities for our children and their families to 
visit the land of Israel and to get inspired by its triumphs and struggles as 
we learn its history, its culture, and its language. Let’s hold on to the cord, 
lest we break off the connections with the land of Israel as the old man in 
Agnon’s story. 

B'shalom,

Alicia Gejman
Director of Formal Education

M’Shulchan Hamenahelet Jack and Mildred Cohen Religious School
March/April – Adar / Iyar 5772

March 3 Shabbat Dalet Family Shabbat Services

March 4 Sunday Purim Carnival

March 7 Wednesday No School - Megillah Reading

March 8 Thursday Purim

March 10 Shabbat Dalet Family Shabbat Services

March 11 Sunday Daylight Savings Time (move clocks ahead 1 hour)
Visit to the Matzah Factory - M&M Club I-Program

March 16 Friday Alef Kabbalat Shabbat Service & Oneg

March 17 Shabbat Dalet Family Shabbat Services
Dalet Luncheon (following the last Shabbat Service)

March 18 Sunday Pads - Alef&Bet; Model Seder - K&1

March 19 Monday Author Event: Barry Deutsch's Hereville: How Mirka 
Got Her Sword - Gimmel, Dalet, Hey, & Vav

March 21 Wednesday Visit to the Matzah Factory

March 22 - April 1 No School - Spring Break

April 2 Monday Classes Resume; Model Sedarim

April 4 Wednesday Model Sedarim

April 5-14 No School - Passover Break

April 15 Sunday Classes Resume

April 16 Monday Holocaust Program/Author Event  - Hey & Vav

April 22 Sunday PADS - Gimmel & Vav
Open House - Steinberg Pre-School parents invited to 
visit the Religious School
The Diary of Anne Frank Performance - Hey

April 25 Wednesday Yom Ha'Zikaron/Yom Ha'Atzmaut

April 27-29 Friday-Sunday Dalet /Hey Kallah - I-Program

April 29 Sunday Vav Transitions Family Education Program

April 30 Monday Vav 100 Question Test

Bernard H. Sokol Hebrew High School
March/April – Adar / Iyar 5772

March 4 Sunday No School

March 11 Sunday Daylight Savings Time (move clocks ahead 1 hour) 
Ed Sherman - Jews in Sports (8th grade presentation) 
Author Event - Jenny Meyerhoff, Queen of Secrets

March 19-April 14 Spring Break/Passover Break

April 15 Sunday Classes Resume
Open House - 7th grade students & parents

April 22 Sunday Ma'ot Chitim for all SHHS students

April 29 Sunday Last day of class - Shorashim Program

Jack & Mildred Cohen Religious School and 
Bernard H. Sokol Hebrew High School
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It won’t be long before the trees and bushes start budding and we see 
the return of robins. Spring is on the way! In the Pre-School the celebration 
of Purim, and then Passover, denote the change of seasons.  With new 
life burgeoning all around us, it’s a good time to remember how, many 
thousands of years ago, the Jewish people were redeemed from slavery in 
Egypt, and were delivered to a new life of freedom.  

Often, when I ask people what Jewish holiday experience they cherish 
the most, they mention Pesach. It’s easy to see why. This is the holiday that 
takes place in the home. It involves young and old, as everyone can have an 
important part in preparing for and celebrating this holiday, especially on 
the nights of the Seder. The observance of the Pesach Seder revolves around 
reading the Haggadah, discussing each of the symbolic foods on the Seder 
plate, and sharing a festive meal together. The music, prayer, ritual order of 
the Seder, and retelling of the story, all within the atmosphere of the home, 
make the Seder experience beautiful nights in our tradition.

Our children at the Paul S. and Sylvia Steinberg Pre-School are busy 
preparing for Pesach. They have been cleaning their rooms just as we do 
our homes. The children have heard the story, are singing the songs, and 
acting out various parts of this dramatic moment in our history. They are 
getting ready for our model sedarim by making Haggadot, Seder plates, 
matzah covers, other symbols and foods of the holiday. Our families will be 
joining us in this special celebration. And how the adults will “kvell” as their 
children recite the prayers, sing the songs, and ask the questions.   

One of our goals is that at the conclusion of Pesach our children will 
begin to understand what it means to be suppressed (or be bullied) and to 
show sympathy for such people. We want to convey an enjoyment of our 
traditional Pesach rituals, our faith in God’s protection, and an awareness of 
the cycles of nature. We hope to transmit to our children a deepened sense of 
belonging to their families, our school, our synagogue and the Jewish people.

Our Pre-School classes begin with children 16 months old through 
pre-kindergarten. We also have an 8 week Summer Camp for children 14 
months through pre-kindergarten. Please call Caron Knopoff at 847-432-
2830 for information and to arrange a tour of the school. 

Caron Knopoff
Steinberg Pre-School Director

Paul S. and Sylvia Steinberg Pre-School

Young families at Beth El got a special treat for 
Tu B’Shevat with a Shirlala concert on January 
29th. They reduced, reused, recycled and rocked! 
They met Mother Earth and Dr. Breatheasy, and 
spent time enjoying the antics of Jewish educator 
and kiddie rock star Shira Kline.
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Informal Education

Meet in the Horwitz-Hoffman Youth Lounge for 
a combined Tot Shabbat/Mini-Minyan holiday 
service with songs,prayers, stories, and more. Stay for 
yummy Pesach treats and playtime in the Grossinger-
Brickman Activity Center and on the playground, 
weather permitting.

This program is geared for families with children 
in 2nd grade & younger but all are welcome. 
Questions? Contact Ali Drumm at 847-432-8903 
x218 or adrumm@nssbethel.org.

Passover
pray & play
Saturday
April 14, 2012
11:00am

Pesach is a beautiful time for ritual in the home, and the Passover seder is possibly the most celebrated event in 
Jewish homes around the world. However, if you live far from family, have a new family dynamic, or are new 
in town - it can be a challenging time to plan a seder. Welcoming people into your home for a seder fulfills the 
important mitzvah of hachnasat orchim, as we begin each seder with the phrase “Let all who are hungry come 
and eat!” North Suburban Synagogue Beth El can be a great matchmaker for this holiday celebration. 

We can help you find a seder to join this Pesach by matching you up with hosts who will warmly welcome you 
into their home to celebrate this holiday together. 

If you would like to be hosted for a seder or if you can take guests at your seder, please contact Ali Drumm at 
adrumm@nssbethel.org or 847-432-8900 X218. 

Have a Seder? Need a Seder? 
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Shalom Club invites you to....

Chocolate Seder
Tuesday, April 3
6:00-7:30pm 
You've never experienced a seder quite like this before ! 
Cost: $10. Meet in the Horwitz Hoffman Youth Lounge.  
RSVP to Matt at mlevitt@nssbethel.org or text to 815-355-0912.

Kol No’ar
The Voice of the Youth

Youth Community Spring Calendar at a Glance

M&M Club (Kindergarten to 2nd Grade)

Sunday, March 11th from 9:30-10:30am
Tzedakah Shuk iProgram

Saturday, May 5th from 11:00-1:30pm 
K-5th Grade Youth Community Family Shabbat Lunch 
and Games

Shalom Club (3rd to 5th grade) 
Every Wednesday join us in the Youth Lounge for Gaga, snacks, 
and games from 3:30-4:00pm. 

Thursday, March 15th from 6:00-7:30pm
Shalom Club Spring Break Party

Tuesday, April 3rd from 6:00-8:00pm
Chocolate Seder with Shalom Club 

Saturday, May 5th from 11:00-1:30pm 
K-5th Grade Youth Community Family Shabbat Lunch and Games 

Sunday, May 20th, after Religious School 
Shalom Club End of the Year Party Field Trip 

BEANS Kadima (6th to 8th Grade)
Sunday, March 18th, Afternoon	
Kadima Spring Break Party Field Trip 

Wednesday, May 2nd from 4:30-6:00pm
Kadima Board Elections and Lounge Night 

Sunday, May 20th, Late Afternoon
Kadima End of the Year Party Field Trip 

Thursday, May 31st, from 6:00-9:00pm
Beth El Youth Community Awards and Kadima  
Officer Installations  

BEANS USY (9th to 12th Grade)- Supported by the Barbara P. Hochberg 
USY Program Endowment Fund

The Horwitz-Hoffman Youth Lounge is open for USYers on 
Tuesday Nights from 7:00-9:00pm for programs, games, snacks, 
and more. Anyone is welcome. We hope to see you stop by, even 
if it’s just for a quick “Hello”.  

Sunday, March 4th
The Annual Beth El Purim Carnival. We need all hands on deck as 
we transform the Blumberg into a Purim Carnival Wonderland. 

Saturday, March 10th, Teen Minyan and After Shabbat
BEANS USY Spring Break Party Field Trip 

Monday, April 16th from 7:00-9:00pm
1.5 Million Penny Project Community Tekes (Ceremony) 

Friday to Sunday, April 20th to 22nd
CHUSY Region’s Spring Kinnus

Saturday to Sunday, May 5th to 6th
Israelpalooza Lock-In – Dance the night away at a Tel-Aviv 
Disco, play games, and eat Falafel all while celebrating Israel 
before the community-wide Walk for Israel on Sunday. 

Tuesday, May 8th from 7:00-9:00pm
BEANS USY Election Night 

Thursday, May 31st, from 6:00-9:00pm
Beth El Youth Community Awards and USY Officer Installations 

BEANS PB&J (6th to 12th Grade)

Monday, March 5th from 6:00-7:00pm 
PB&J Movie Night 

Monday, April 2nd from 6:00-7:00pm 
PB&J Passover Seder

Monday, May 14th from 6:00-7:00pm 
PB&J End of the Year Picnic

BEANS USY invites you to....

Pre-Passover Car Wash and Chametz Cleaning 
Wednesday, April 4
4:00-8:00pm 
Come get your car cleaned before Passover. All proceeds go to 
Tikkun Olam, USY's Tzedakah Fund. Questions? Contact Matt  
at mlevitt@nssbethel.org.

BEANS USY and the Vav students from the Cohen Religious School 
presented $15,000 that they raised over the last 7 years to the Illinois 
Holocaust Museum and Education Center. Save the Date for their 
presentation on April 18th to the congregation at Beth El. 
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"I will mark them joyful in my House of Prayer.....for my House shall be called a House of Prayer for all the people"

To date the Fair Share Dues Campaign has raised over $69,000 from 136 families. For those who have participated, thank you for 
your support and generosity.  You have helped ensure the foundation and continuity of our synagogue. Every Fair Share dollar is greatly 
appreciated. We encourage and welcome any additional participation.

Fair Share – We Thank These 2011 Participants

B’yachad
Richard & Eve Biller
Andrew & Gail Brown
Benjamin & Bernice Cohen
Leonard & Rochelle Foxman
Michael & Karen Kesner
Kenneth & Andrea Saffir
Skip & Lynn Schrayer
Sherwin & Sheri Zuckerman

Benefactor
Carey & Cheryl Cooper
Philip & Ellen Glass
Steve & Janice Hefter
Mitchell & Karen Kopin
Lorry Lichtenstein & 
Cara Mendes Lichtenstein
Richard & Rhonda Robbins
Alan & Margaret Silberman
David & Robin Small
Leonard & Lynn Weitz

Guarantor
Ramona Choos
Donald & Lois Chudacoff
Phillip & Sandra Cooper
Calvin & Lana Eisenberg
Harry & Arlene Feiger
Gary Gordon & Marilyn Hirsch
Larry & Sue Hochberg
Joan Holland & Eli Glassman
Joel & Carol Honigberg
Steven & Dawn Lavin
Yadelle Sklare
Leonard & Roberta Tenner
Howard & Sandra Turner
David & Lynne Weinberg
Barbara Wyatt

Donor
Colman & Julie Kraff
Mildred Lidov

Patron
Steve & Wendy Abrams
Greg & Leslie Apter
William & Joan Brodsky
Steven & Elise Dayan
David & Joyce Dlugie
Esther Dobrofsky
Mitchell & Marcy Dolins

Ellis & Gillian Goodman
Richard & June Gross
Andrew & Laurie Hochberg
Joel & Pearl Kagan
Mitch & Sari Kovitz
Maury & Mona Kravitz
Linda Matthew
Ronnie Robbins
Alan & Mally Rutkoff
Richard & Janice Small
Ernest Smolen
Mark & Mae Spitz
Jay & Mindy Sterns
Leonard Weitzman z"l
Adrian & Linda Winick

Sustainer
Anonymous 
Robert & Sharon Abrams
Joseph & Susan Ament
Alvin & Elinor Bayliss
Myron & Susan Block
Jack & Barbara Blumberg
Stanton & Carole Derdiger
Evelyn Edidin
Steven & Linda Feinstein
Maury & Nancy Fertig
Todd & Lisa Fishbein
Robert & Beth Footlik
Michael & Joyce Fox
Ethel Friefeld
Ira & Elise Frost
Bradley & Martha Glass
Harris & Sharon Goldenberg
Robert & Roberta Goldman
Larry & Mary Ellen Goldsmith
Larry & Ellen Goldstein
Allan & Hilary Greenberg
Bruce & Gail Greenspahn
Joel & Cynthia Hirsch
Harvey & Ellen Jacobson
Charles & Robin Kafenshtok
Louis & Barbara Kahn
Marlene Kaplan
Alan & Marcia Kaplin
Jacob & Sandra Kiferbaum
Lionel Kramer
Harold & Nancy Krent
Jeffrey & Roberta Kwall
Scott & Jane Lederman

Benjamin & Andrea Leshem
Steven & Marsha Levin
Mark & Francine Levy
Zachary & Erica Lindon
Edward & Paulette Margulies
Murray & Jenna Massey
Michael & Jacqueline Melinger
Elliot & Doris Mirman
Larry Pachter & Sandy Starkman
Michael & Debora Pinzur
Marc & Devorah Richards
Fred & Linda Rosenberg
Richard & Pamela Schlosberg
David Schwartz & Renee Hirsch
Kurt & Robyn Silberstein
William & Judith Siskel
David & Jenna Smiley
James & Julie Stempel
Richard & Roberta Wexler
Adam & Deborah Winick
Richard & Nadine Woldenberg
Bruce & Lauri Zessar

Supporter
Anonymous 
Anonymous 
Anonymous 
Anonymous 
Elmer & Ruth Burack
David Fishbaum & Anne McDonagh
Steven Fitzgerald & Mimi Lutwak
Craig & Amy Gerstein
Ronald & Eileen Goldberg
Leon & Linda Gottlieb
Randall Iden & Gail Scully
Nathan Iglitzen
Marvin & Joyce Juron
Sherry Kantar
Gerry Kaplan
Rachel Kraft
Gerald & Adrienne Lasin
Zella Ludwig
Lewis & Terry Milton
Neil & Beth Olderman
Gordon Schwartz & Dawn Sidney
Michael & Robin Shartiag
Jonathan & Francine Sherman
Ann Siegel
Michael & Merle Simkin
Miriam Tabachnik
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- In honor of Cameron Chaikin becoming a Bat 
Mitzvah - David and Elizabeth Copeland

- In honor of Caroline becoming a Bat Mitzvah 
and with appreciation to Rabbi Kurtz - Bruce 
and Lauri Zessar

- In honor of the birth of Irene and Samuel Shanes’ 
grandson - Harris and Sharon Goldenberg

- In honor of Rabbi Kurtz being awarded the 
Rabbi Mordecai Waxman Memorial Rabbinic 
and Community Leadership Award at the 
Masorti Evening of Tribute - Richard and 
Pamela Schlosberg

- In honor of Rabbi Kurtz receiving the Masorti 
Olami Tribute Award
- Robert and Maxine Greenstein
- Lola Nortman and The Rubenstein Family

- In honor of the marriage of Daniel Goldman 
and Alison Foster and with appreciation to 
Rabbi Kurtz - Gary and Debra Goldman

- In honor of the marriage of Sara Davidson and 
Jeffrey Cahn and with appreciation to Rabbi 
Kurtz - Jeffrey Cahn and Sara Davidson

- In honor of the marriage of Stephen Kolmin and 
Cherylanne Glassner and with appreciation to 
Rabbi Kurtz - Kenneth and Suzan Kolmin and 
Sara Levin

- In memory of Abe Rosenthal, beloved father - 
Jeffrey and Roberta Kwall

- In memory of Abe Yaffe, beloved father - Daniel 
Nast Jr. and Dolly Nast

- In memory of Albert Rosenberg, beloved father - 
Fred and Linda Rosenberg

- In memory of Anna Hirschfeld, beloved 
grandmother - Marc and Brenda Wilkow

- In memory of Bernard Lome, beloved uncle of 
Donna Becker - Richard and Pamela Schlosberg

- In memory of Efraim H. Gale, beloved father - 
Sheldon and Diane Roodman

- In memory of Eli Field, beloved father - Phillip 
and Sandra Cooper

- In memory of Elsie Rubenstein Glass and with 
appreciation to Rabbi Kurtz - Lee and Marlene 
Rubenstein

- In memory of Ethel Perman and Molly Warren, 
beloved mothers - Sherwyn and Irvina Warren

- In memory of Frank Pollack, beloved father - 
Mark and Susan Pollack

- In memory of Goldie L. Vishny, beloved mother - 
Bernard and Elaine Reisin

- In memory of Herman Chudacoff, beloved 
father - Donald and Lois Chudacoff

Rabbi Kurtz’s Discretionary Fund 

Todah Rabbah We are grateful for the following contributions:

- In memory of Isidor Mandel, beloved father - 
Irwin and Sheri Mandel

- In memory of Jack Frost, beloved husband and 
Mabelle Schero, beloved mother - Allene Frost

- In memory of Jay Bishov, beloved father and 
grandfather to Mr. and Mrs. Mark Leonard & 
Family - Louis and Vivian Rosen

- In memory of Jim Blumberg, beloved brother of 
Jack Blumberg - Helen Wilens

- In memory of Joel Winnick, beloved son-in-law 
of Lorna Greenspahn and brother-in-law to 
Bruce and Gail Greenspahn - Harris and Sharon 
Goldenberg

- In memory of Joseph Breger, beloved father of 
Harlan Breger - Reva Duman

- In memory of Joseph Brooks, beloved father 
- Alvin Shapiro and Gloria Brooks Shapiro
- Donald and Lois Chudacoff

- In memory of Joseph Miller, beloved father of 
Sam Miller - Robert and JoEllen Lidov

- In memory of Joyce Gray and with appreciation 
to Rabbi Kurtz - Avrum Gray and Family

- In memory of Julius Wladawsky, beloved 
father; Bertha Reiser, beloved mother; Antonia 
Szoychen, beloved sister - Isaac and Myriam 
Reiser

- In memory of Leah Gutman, beloved mother of 
Joseph Gutman - Raymond Hara and Family

- In memory of Leslie W. Hyman - Louis and 
Vivian Rosen

- In memory of Linda Weisbrod Stern, beloved 
daughter of Burton Weisbrod - Robert and 
JoEllen Lidov

- In memory of Louis Baskin, beloved father - 
Laurence and Corinne Baskin

- In memory of Louis Kaplan, beloved father - 
Wallace and Joan Dunn
- In memory of Mae G. Cohen, beloved mother - 
Arthur and Lynn Cohen

- In memory of Merwin Rosenberg, beloved father - 
Jerome and Mary Kaltman

- In memory of Miriam Galerkin, beloved mother - 
Amos and Edith Turner

- In memory of Nate and Judith Coven, beloved 
parents of Steve Coven 
- Mitchell and Karen Kopin
- Herbert and Helene Isaacs
- Richard and Pamela Schlosberg
- Leah and Jori Brajer
- Robert and JoEllen Lidov

- In memory of Nathan Greenfield, beloved father - 
Milton and Roslyn Greenfield
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- In memory of Newton and Donna Truger, 
beloved parents and grandparents - Julie & 
David Baum, Maddi, Jori, Emily and Max

- In memory of Rose Fried, beloved mother - 
Edward and Sari Salinas

- In memory of Sarah Berger, beloved 
grandmother - Mark and Laura Lieberman

- In memory of Sherwin Rabinowitz, beloved 
uncle - Phyllis Froy

- In memory of Simone Sitbon, beloved sister - 
Eugene and Nicole Terry

- In memory of Sylvia Feinberg, beloved mother of 
Susan Millenson 
- Michael and Susan Millenson
- The Jerome and Mary Kaltman Family

- In memory of Sylvia Maiman, our beloved 
mother and grandmother - Steve and Linda 
Feinstein & Family

Rabbi Kurtz’s Discretionary Fund 
(continued)

- In memory of Willard Aaron, beloved husband 
of Sally Aaron - Debra Rade

- In memory of Yigal Osterreicher, beloved brother 
of Joe Adler 
- Joseph and Susan Adler
- Ronald and Eileen Goldberg

- In memory of Zelig Brajer, beloved father - Jori 
and Leah Brajer

- Wishing a complete & speedy recovery to Adrienne 
Lasin - Judith Leff

- With appreciation and gratitude to Rabbi Kurtz 
for his concern during my surgery and illness - 
Robert and Maxine Greenstein

- With appreciation to Rabbi Kurtz 
- Mark and Robin Greenberger
- Kenneth and Andrea Saffir

Todah Rabbah

Rabbi Schwab’s Discretionary 
Fund

- In memory of Newton and Donna Truger,
beloved parents and grandparents - Julie & 
David Baum, Maddi, Jori, Emily and Max

- In memory of Ruth Schlosberg, beloved mother - 
Richard and Pamela Schlosberg

- In memory of Sarah Levy, beloved mother - 
Howard and Sandra Turner

- In memory of Sylvia Feinberg, beloved mother of 
Susan Millenson - Michael and Susan Millenson

- In memory of Yigal Osterreicher, beloved brother 
of Joe Adler - Joseph and Susan Adler

- With appreciation to Rabbi Schwab 
- Steven and Linda Feinstein
- Mark and Robin Greenberger
- Keith and Marci Shapiro
- Karen Mothkovich

- In honor of Caroline becoming a Bat Mitzvah 
and with appreciation to Rabbi Schwab - Bruce 
and Lauri Zessar

- In memory of Barbara Golden, beloved mother 
of Scott Chaikin - Scott and Maureen Chaikin

- In memory of Burton Rosenberg, beloved father - 
Scott and Maureen Chaikin

- In memory of Diana Terr, beloved aunt, and 
with appreciation to Rabbi Schwab - Arthur and 
Lynn Cohen

- In memory of Joseph Ferns, beloved father - 
Ronald and Eileen Goldberg

- In memory of Leona K. Wilk, beloved mother - 
Roger Wilk

- In memory of Lillian Winick, beloved mother - 
Adrian and Linda Winick

- In memory of Miriam Klasky, beloved mother - 
Bajla Nishibayashi

Hazzan’s Discretionary Fund - In honor of Caroline becoming a Bat Mitzvah 
and with appreciation to Hazzan Goller - Bruce 
and Lauri Zessar

- In memory of Ludwig Ebstein, beloved father - 
Bernhard and Roslyn Ebstein

- With appreciation to Hazzan Goller - Leonard 
Weitzman

Ba’al Korei Institute Fund - In honor of the Ba’al Korei Institute - Howard 
and Sandra Turner

- In memory of Estelle Pollock, beloved mother of 
Karin Kopin - Steve and Sara Coven

- In memory of Tamara Breuer, beloved mother of 
Caryn Sedloff - Bob and Millie Weber
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Bernard H. Sokol Hebrew High 
School Fund 

- In memory of Miriam Sokol, beloved mother of 
Ronnie Jo Sokol and Gail Taxy 
- Bruce and Rose Romain
- Michael and Francine Fisher
- Deborah Swichkow and Raymond Ellis
- Zella Ludwig
- Lana and Nathaniel Grey
- Sonny and Rena Cohen
- Joanne Silver
- Warren and Janice Morganstein

- Barbara Schulman
- Joseph and Nancy Rosman
- Paul and Marie Logan - Robert A. Logan
- Jeremy and Shelley Sherman
- Enid Golinkin
- Gary Gordon and Marilyn Hirsch
- Bob and Elyce Schlesinger
- Enid Golinkin
- The Paul Lubar Family

Beth El Camp Scholarship Fund - In appreciation of our joining the Synagogue - 
Ron and Carrie Newman

Capital Improvement Fund - In memory of Albert Levin, beloved father - 
Marcy and Kenneth Levin

- In memory of Jack Barnett, beloved father; 
Morris Geiderman, beloved father - Ruth and 
Sherwin Geiderman

- In memory of Maurice Sher, beloved father - 
Michael and Sara Sher

- In memory of Nate and Judith Coven, beloved 
parents of Steve Coven - Marcy and Kenneth 
Levin

Edward S. Frank Israel Study 
Memorial Endowment Fund 

- In memory of Ernie Kaplan, beloved husband and 
Meyer Kaplan, beloved father-in-law - Gerry Kaplan 

- In memory of Judith and Nate Coven, beloved 
parents of Steve Coven - Ed and Paulette Margulies 

- In honor of Nessia Frank on the occasion of her 
birthday - Ben and Wendy Frank

Fertig Family College Campus 
Visits Endowment Fund 

- In memory of Nate and Judith Coven, beloved 
parents of Steve Coven - Nancy and Maury Fertig

Gertrude Lederman Family 
Continuing Education Fund 

- In memory of Shulamit Kahana, beloved mother 
and grandmother - Dov, Eileen, Jacob and Jordan 
Kahana

Ben and Marion Drachler 
Scholarship Endowment Fund 

- In memory of David Scott Drachler, beloved son- 
A. Michael and Nancy Drachler

Camp Ramah Unrestricted 
Scholarship Endowment Fund  

- In memory of Roberta “Bobbie” Cohen, beloved 
mother of Yehuda Cohen - Robert and JoEllen 
Lidov

Gerald and Rita Buckman  
Yom Ha'atzmaut Program 
Endowment Fund 

- Wishing complete & speedy recovery to Gloria 
Taussig - Gerald and Rita Buckman

- Wishing complete & speedy recovery to Adrienne 
Lasin - Gerald and Rita Buckman

Glass-Goldman Endowment 
Program Fund 

- In memory of Sidney Desser, beloved husband of 
Linda Desser - Philip and Ellen Glass

Todah Rabbah We are grateful for the following contributions:
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Maxwell Abbell Library Fund - In honor of the birth of Barbie and Richard 
Rosenfield’s grandson - Robert and Maxine 
Greenstein

- In memory of Bernard Lome, beloved uncle of 
Donna Becker - Merle and Nissah Mattenson

- In memory of Charlotte Katz, beloved mother 
of Michael Millenson - Michael and Susan 
Millenson

- In memory of Leo Stern, beloved father - Arnold 
and Hilda Reingold

- In memory of Nate and Judith Coven, beloved 
parents of Steve Coven - Merle and Nissah 
Mattenson

- In memory of Sarah Maleh, beloved sister of 
Jeanette Massey - Merle and Nissah Mattenson

- In memory of Sylvia Tovian, beloved mother of 
Dr. Steven Tovian - Floyd and Marcia Tuler

- In memory of Samuel Wise, beloved father of 
Bryna Kurtz - Family and Friends

Minyan Service Fund - In honor of my three Galilah honors - Felissa 
Kreindler

- In honor of Shirley Scheinman’s special birthday - 
Andrea and Sandy Weber

- In memory of Bert Derdiger, beloved father; 
Henrietta Derdiger, beloved mother; Mort 
Bloomberg, beloved father; Tillie Bloomberg, 
beloved mother; Mickey Gross, beloved sister; 
Dudley Derdiger, beloved brother - Stanton and 
Carole Derdiger

- In memory of Eli Oliff, beloved father and 
grandfather - Joel and Basia Retsky & Family

- In memory of Fanny Gertz, beloved mother - 
William and Sharon Gertz
- In memory of George B. Dunn, beloved father - 
Wallace and Joan Dunn

- In memory of Lawrence Ariel, beloved father of 
Mickey Ariel - Robert and Anne Kaplan

- In memory of Leo Farbman, beloved father - 
Mark and Laura Lieberman

- In memory of Lillian Goldblatt, beloved mother, 
and with appreciation for the hospitality 
extended to me at Beth El - Salli Behrstock

- In memory of Marsha Flanzer, beloved mother - 
Burton and Sharon Behm

- In memory of Max Eckerling, beloved father - 
Sanford and Adrienne Eckerling

- In memory of Mildred Behm, beloved mother - 
Burton and Sharon Behm

- In memory of Morris Hertz, beloved father - 
Sonja Shiner

Jack & Mildred Cohen Religious 
School Fund 

- In memory of Julian P. Kanter - Howard and Lois 
Hirschfield

- In memory of Martin Block - Gary and Merle 
Kaufman

- In memory of the beloved father of Stuart
Gelfman - Gary and Merle Kaufman

- In memory of the beloved son of Mrs. Marvin 
Jacobs - Howard and Lois Hirschfield

- In memory of Irving S. Hirschfield, beloved 
father - Howard and Lois Hirschfield

Joseph and Mae Gray Cultural & 
Learning Center Fund 

- In memory of Florence Cohen, beloved mother - 
Mark and Marla Cohen

- In memory of Nate and Judith Coven, beloved 
parents of Steve Coven - Andrew and Gail Brown

Kopin Family Fund for Children's 
T'filot Education Endowment Fund 

- In memory of Estelle Pollack, beloved mother of 
Karen Kopin - Shael and Myrna Siegel  

- In memory of Sidney Desser, beloved husband of 
Linda Desser - Myrna Kopin

Holocaust Memorial Endowment 
Fund 

- In memory of Tamara Breuer, beloved mother of 
Caryn Sedloff - Gerry Kaplan

Irving and Janet Robbin Scholar-
in-Residence Program Endowment 
Fund 

- In honor of Janet Robbin - Ralph and Gale Bergen
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Prayer Book Fund - In memory of Al Kupferschmidt, beloved 
husband - Georgann Humphrey

- In memory of Charles and Gertrude Harris, 
beloved parents - Robert and Rhoda Rothman

- In memory of Felix H. Wolf, beloved father - 
Mark and Julia Gerstein

- In memory of Gertrude Sher, beloved 
grandmother - Michael and Sara Sher

- In memory of Ignacio Fried, beloved father - 
Edward and Sari Salinas

- In memory of Irving Fegenhols, beloved father 
and Eva Wittenberg, beloved mother-in-law - 
Iris Wittenberg

- In memory of Jack P. Frost, beloved father - Ira 
and Elise Frost

- In memory of Jeanette Ulman, beloved mother - 
Lillian Charney

- In memory of Natalie A. Bernstein, beloved sister - 
Robert and Sharon Abrams

- In memory of Nate and Judith Coven, beloved 
parents of Steve Coven - Joseph and Susan Ament

- In memory of Paula Waldfogel, beloved mother - 
Chana Anderson

- In memory of Robert C. Morton, beloved father 
of Paul Morton - Steven and Frances Shapiro

- In memory of Shane Zien Wolf, beloved mother - 
Mark and Julia Gerstein

- In memory of Sidney Kaplan, beloved father - 
Richard and Sharon Kaplan

- In memory of Sylvia Feinberg, beloved mother of 
Susan Millenson - Mark and Babette Daskin

- With appreciation to Larry Weiner who let me do 
Hagbah to celebrate my birthday - Bob Weber

- With appreciation - Leon and Wendy Zar

Pushke/Tzedakah Fund - In honor of Barbara Hochberg becoming a Bat 
Mitzvah - Andrea and Jonathan Weiss

Minyan Service Fund  
(continued)

- In memory of Nate and Judith Coven, beloved 
parents of Steve Coven 
- Robert and Beth Footlik
- Jules and Carol Pomerantz

- In memory of Rae Kimerling, beloved mother - 
Bluma Marder

- In memory of Sylvia Feinberg, beloved mother of 
Susan Millenson - Jules and Carol Pomerantz

Mort and Miriam Steinberg  
Pre-School Endowment Fund 

- In memory of Miriam Sokol, beloved mother of 
Gail Taxy and Ronnie Jo Sokol - Morton and 
Miriam Steinberg

Paul S. & Sylvia Steinberg  
Pre-School Fund

- In honor of Darryl and Mira Temkin’s new 
granddaughter, Bella Rose - Merle Friedman

- In memory of Barbara Golden, beloved mother 
of Scott Chaikin - Mark and Jodie Mosk

- In memory of Nate and Judith Coven, beloved 
parents of Steve Coven  
- Mark and Jodie Mosk
- Earl and Rochelle Rubinoff & Family

- In memory of Newton Truger, beloved father of 
Julie Baum   - Mark and Jodie Mosk

Social Action Fund - In memory of Miriam Klasky - Honey and Dan 
Bronson

- In memory of Nate and Judith Coven, beloved 
parents of Steve Coven - Brian and Jan Channon

- In memory of Robert Morton, beloved father of
Paul Morton - Honey and Dan Bronson

- In memory of Sylvia Feinberg, beloved mother of 
Susan Millenson - Brian and Jan Channon

Todah Rabbah We are grateful for the following contributions:
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Spitz Family /Ruth and Milton 
Liebman Israel Scholarship 
Endowment Fund 

- In memory of Florence Goldberg, beloved mother 
of Ronald Goldberg - Mark and Mae Spitz 

- In memory of Hyman Wishner, beloved father of 
Iona Levenfeld - Mark and Mae Spitz

- In memory of Pearle Cohen - Mark and Mae Spitz
- In memory of Rose Cohen, beloved grandmother - 
Mark and Mae Spitz

- In memory of Sarah Maleh, beloved sister of 
Jeannet Massey - Mark and Mae Spitz

- Wishing a complete & speedy recovery to Adrienne 
Lasin - Mark and Mae Spitz

Special Gifts Fund - In honor of the birth of Mr. & Mrs. Don 
Horwitz’s new grandson, Aleck - The Pinzur 
Family

- In memory of Sylvia Feinberg, beloved mother of
Susan Millenson - Karen and Michael Kesner

- In honor of Ali Drumm for her extraordinary 
commitment to NSS Beth El - Amit & Dena 
Koren

Youth Community Fund - In honor of the Youth Community - Richard 
and Janice Small

- In memory of Nate and Judith Coven, beloved 
parents of Steve Coven 
- The Gluck Family
- Karen and Michael Kesner

Vernon Kurtz, Rabbi
Michael Schwab, Rabbi
Larry B. Goller, Hazzan
Chuck Kahalnik, Executive Director
Alicia Gejman, Director of Formal Education
Caron Knopoff, Pre-School Director 

Mark Stadler, Ritual Director
Ali Drumm, Director of Informal Education
Matt Levitt, Associate Youth Community Director
Rachel Kamin, Cultural & Learning Center Director
Merle Tovian, Continuing Education Director
Andrew W. Brown, President

NSSBE Staff
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

April 2012 Events Calendar

1
Continuing Education
9:00am Maot Chitim Delivery 

2
Continuing Education
8:00pm Board of Education 
Committee Meeting

3
Continuing Education
12:00pm Sisterhood Board 
Meeting

4
Continuing Education
7:00pm Hartman Institute 
Lecture

5
Continuing Education
8:00pm Ba’al Korei Committee 
8:00pm Executive Committee

6  Erev Pesach/1st Seder
6:30am Shacharit Siyyum 
9:00am Beth El Community 
Network
7:00pm Mincha /Ma’ariv  
7:03pm Candle Lighting  

7  Pesach 1st Day/
      2nd Seder
8:50am Shabbat Services
7:00pm Mincha /Ma’ariv  
8:08pm Candle Lighting 

8  Pesach 2nd Day
8:50am Festival Services
7:15pm Mincha /Ma’ariv  
8:06pm Yom Tov Ends

9  Hol Hamoed Pesach
7:00am Morning Minyan 
Continuing Education

10  Hol Hamoed Pesach
7:00am Morning Minyan 
Continuing Education

11  Hol Hamoed Pesach
7:00am Morning Minyan 
10:00am Writer’s Beit Midrash
8:00pm Religious School 
Committee Meeting

12  Hol Hamoed Pesach
Continuing Education
7:00pm Mincha /Ma’ariv  
7:08pm Candle Lighting

13  Pesach 7th Day
8:50am Festival Services
7:00pm Kabbalat Shabbat 
7:10pm Candle Lighting 

14  Pesach 8th Day/ 
         Yizkor
8:50am Festival Services
11:00am Pray & Play 
7:15pm Mincha /Ma’ariv  
8:17pm Shabbat Ends

15
Continuing Education
9:30am Bagels For Your Brains

16
Continuing Education
8:00pm Continuing Education 
Committee Meeting
8:00pm House Committee 
8:00pm Ritual Committee 
Meeting

17
Continuing Education
6:00pm Dinner with the Rabbi

18
Continuing Education
1:00pm Sisterhood Mah Jongg
7:45pm Yom Hashoah Author 
Program

19  Yom Hashoah
Continuing Education

20
9:00am Beth El Community 
Network
6:15pm Kabbalat Shabbat
7:17pm Candle Lighting  

21
8:50am Shabbat Services / 
Choir & Blessing Our Babies
Bar Mitzvah-Brian Schneiderman
Bat Mitzvah-Lauren Schneiderman
12:30pm Kiddush Club
12:30pm Sisterhood Rosh 
Hodesh Program
Mincha Bar Mitzvah-Jonathan 
Silvers
7:00pm Mincha /Ma’ariv  
8:22pm Shabbat Ends

22  Rosh Chodesh Iyar
Continuing Education
11:00am Men’s Club Board 
Meeting
7:00pm JUF Dessert & Program

23  Rosh Chodesh Iyar
Continuing Education

24
Continuing Education

25
Continuing Education
10:00am Writer’s Beit Midrash
7:00pm Ma'alot Grant Program 
8:00pm Ba’al Korei Committee 
Meeting 

26  Yom Ha'Atzmaut
Continuing Education
12:00pm Study in the Suburbs 
8:00pm Board of Directors

27 
9:00am Beth El Community 
Network

6:15pm Kabbalat Shabbat 
7:00pm Ruach Shabbat Dinner
7:25pm Candle Lighting  

28
8:50am Shabbat Services
Bar Mitzvah-Benjamin Dorfman
9:15am Beit Midrash Minyan
12:45pm Post Kiddush Lecture
7:15pm Mincha /Ma’ariv  
8:30pm Shabbat Ends

29
Continuing Education
9:30am Bagels For Your Brains 
7:45pm Frankel Scholar 
 
 
 

30 
Continuing Education
8:00pm CLC Committee 
Meeting

May 1
Continuing Education
12:00pm Sisterhood Board 
Meeting
7:00pm Movie Night

May 2
Continuing Education
7:00pm Hartman Institute 
Lecture

May 3
Continuing Education

May 4
9:00am Beth El Community 
Network
6:15pm Vav-Gesher Shabbat 
Service
6:15pm Kabbalat Shabbat 
7:33pm Candle Lighting

May 5
8:50am Shabbat Services
Bar Mitzvah-Jonah Miller
Bar Mitzvah-Jason Glikin
Mincha Bat Mitzvah-Kira 
Obolsky
7:30pm Mincha /Ma’ariv  
8:38pm Shabbat Ends

Congregational Shabbat Dinner
Friday, April 27, 2012
You can join your choice of Traditional or Family Kabbalat Shabbat Services at 6:15pm. 
We look forward to sharing Shabbat with you! Cost for dinner is $18 for Adults and $10 
for children 4 and older. Questions or need more information please contact: Jackie 
Melinger – jackiemelinger@gmail.com, Elise Dayan – elise.dayan@comcast.net, Jenny 
Levine – jenallev@yahoo.com, or Rabbi Schwab – mschwab@nssbethel.org. To register 
please contact Cheryl Swenson at cswenson@nssbethel.org 847-432-8900 X222.
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March 2012 Events Calendar

1
Continuing Education
8:00pm Ba'al Korei Committee  

2
9:00am Beth El Community 
Network
5:22pm Candle Lighting  
6:15pm Kabbalat Shabbat

3
8:50am Shabbat Services
Bar Mitzvah-Remy Lichtenstein
Bar Mitzvah-Bradley Leshem
10:00am Dalet Service
5:15pm Mincha /Ma’ariv  
6:27pm Shabbat Ends

4
Continuing Education 
11:00am Purim Carnival 

5 
Continuing Education 
8:00pm Board of Education 
Committee Meeting

6
Continuing Education 
12:00pm Sisterhood Board 
Meeting

7  Fast of Esther/  
      Megillah Reading
5:30pm Young Family Purim 
Celebration
5:40pm Mincha
6:00pm Evening Minyan/ 
Traditional Megillah Meeting
7:00pm Family Megillah 
Reading
8:30pm Purim Seudah 

8  Purim 
Continuing Education 
6:30am Morning Minyan/ 
Megillah Reading
8:00 pm Executive Committee  

9
9:00am Beth El Community 
Network
5:30pm Candle Lighting
6:15pm Kabbalat Shabbat

10
8:50am Shabbat Services 
Bar Mitzvah-Brian Koltin
Bar Mitzvah-Charles Skurie
9:15am Beit Midrash Minyan 
10:00am Dalet Service
10:00am Teen Minyan Shabbat
12:30pm Sisterhood Torah 
Fund Book Club 
5:15pm Mincha/Ma’ariv 
6:35pm Shabbat Ends

11
2:00am Daylight Savings Time 
Begins
Continuing Education
8:50am Men's Club Blood Drive
9:30am Bagels For Your Brains

12 
Continuing Education
8:00pm Ritual Committee 
Meeting

13
Continuing Education 

7:45pm Sisterhood Program 

8:00pm Pre-School Speaker

14 
Continuing Education 

10:00am Writer’s Beit Midrash
1:00pm Sisterhood Mah Jongg
7:00pm Hartman Institute 
Lecture
8:00pm Ba’al Korei Committee 
Meeting 
8:00pm Religious School 
Committee Meeting

15
Continuing Education 

12:00pm Study in the Loop

16 
9:00am Beth El Community 
Network
6:00pm Alef Kabbalat 
Shabbat Oneg
6:15pm Kabbalat Shabbat 
6:38pm Candle Lighting

17
8:50am Shabbat Services 
Bar Mitzvah-Charlie Deer
10:00am Dalet Service
12:30pm BKI Post-Kiddush 
Lecture
6:30pm Mincha/Ma’ariv 
7:42pm Shabbat Ends

18
Continuing Education
9:30am Bagels For Your Brains
6:00pm Beth El Comedy 
Central Big Event

19 
Continuing Education
8:00pm Continuing Education 
Committee Meeting

20
Continuing Education
12:00pm Sisterhood's Cooking 
with Lauren Frankel
8:00pm House Committee

21
Continuing Education

22
Continuing Education
6:00pm Yom Hashoah Candle 
Packing
6:45pm Board of Directors

23
9:00am Beth El Community 
Network
6:15pm Kabbalat Shabbat 

6:46pm Candle Lighting

24  Rosh Chodesh Nisan
8:50am Shabbat Services
12:30pm Kiddush Club
12:30pm Sisterhood's Rosh 
Hodesh Program
6:30pm Mincha /Ma’ariv  
7:51pm Shabbat Ends

25
Continuing Education 
9:00am Maot Chitim Food 
Packing 

26
Continuing Education 

 

 

27
Continuing Education
 

28
Continuing Education
10:00am Writer’s Beit Midrash

29
Continuing Education

30
9:00am Beth El Community 
Network
6:15pm Kabbalat Shabbat 

6:54pm Candle Lighting

31
8:50am Shabbat Services
Bar Mitzvah-Ethan Glasberg
6:45pm Mincha /Ma’ariv  
7:59pm Shabbat Ends

Save the Date 
Tuesday, May 1, 2012 
7:00-9:45pm
A film event cosponsored by the United States Holocaust  
Memorial Museum. 

NSSBE's 42nd Annual Spring Music Festival
Wednesday, May 16, 2012
Be there for an exciting evening of music and Ruach!


