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פורים
טו בשבט For almost 25 years I have been privileged to share my teachings with 

our Congregation. Through my sermons, class sessions, and personal 
meetings, I have attempted to share my vision of Judaism and its impact on 
our personal lives, on our community, and on the world at-large, with you 
and your families. At the same time, I have also felt privileged to share my 
thoughts with the wider community.  

For almost 18 years, I have been a monthly Torah columnist for the 
Chicago Jewish News. From the very inception of the paper until today, I 
have written a column on the weekly Torah portion as one of four or five 
commentators. While many of the commentators have changed over the 
years, I have felt very privileged to remain a constant presence representing 
myself, our Congregation, and the Conservative Movement.  

Recently, I have also authored two articles in books that I would like 
to recommend to you and that you may wish to acquire for your personal 
bookshelves. On the High Holidays, I mentioned that I wrote an article on 
the topic of  “Civic Morality” for a new book published by the Rabbinical 
Assembly entitled The Observant Life: The Wisdom of Conservative Judaism 
for Contemporary Jews. Rabbi Martin Cohen, as senior editor, worked for 
over a decade bringing together Conservative Movement thinking on 
Jewish law, ethics, morality, and social topics in the wider society.  All the 
authors of the articles are Conservative rabbis and I am privileged to be 
numbered among them. As Rabbi Cohen writes, “This is neither a book 
of philosophical essays about moral and ritual issues nor a guide to the 
history of Jewish thinking about such matters per se, but a book of halakhah 
designed to bring the strictures, attitudes, and insights of the Jewish legal 
tradition to bear on the stuff of daily life.” He continues by writing that 

“The authors of its chapters have not come together to preach or to admonish, 
but to demonstrate the reasonableness of seeking to live lives suffused with 
values of faith in the context of allegiance to divine law.”

The book is divided into three sections based on a verse from the 
Prophet Micah: Walking Humbly with G-d, Acting Justly, and Deeds 
of Lovingkindness. The topics encompass ritual life – areas such as 
prayer, Torah study, and the Jewish life cycle; communal life – such as my 
chapter on civic morality, commerce and intellectual property; and topics 
concerning human relationships – such as marriage, caring for the needy 
and interfaith relations.

It is a book that should find itself on your bookshelf so that you can pick 
it up when you want to learn of Conservative Jewish responses to everyday 
life. It is available at Jewish book stores, on Amazon, and in the Beth El 
Sisterhood Gift Shop.

My colleague, Rabbi Jeffrey Salkin, who was our Irving and Janet 
Robbin Scholar-in-Residence for this year has edited a book entitled 
Text Messages: A Torah Commentary for Teens. The book contains two 
commentaries for each weekly portion in the Torah. They were written 
by North American Jews who represent different aspects of Jewish life, 
including congregational rabbis, cantors, professors and social activists. I 
was privileged to write a D’var Torah on the portion of Vayishlach entitled 
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Mission Statement 

We are a congregation of families and individuals who 
come together to pray, to study, and to create a warm 
and welcoming community. We seek to preserve and 
enhance our People's traditions within the context of 
Conservative Judaism. We aspire to strengthen our 
Jewish identity to meet the challenges of a changing 
environment. We endeavor to provide resources 
to help us relate to God, understand the ways of 
God and enrich the Jewish content of our lives. We 
encourage our members to serve worthwhile causes 
within our Congregation and the wider Jewish and 
world communities. We are committed to support 
Israel. We educate our children so they commit to the 
cultural, spiritual, and ethical values of our People.

From the Desk  
of Rabbi Kurtz
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Rabbi Kurtz's Latest Writings 
(continued from page 1)

How to Become Yisrael. Rabbi Salkin in his 
introduction addresses the purpose of the 
book: “If you look at a single leaf, you can 
imagine the entire tree. If you look at a pebble, 
you can imagine a mountain. If you look at 
one character in the Torah, you can find every 
Jew, and if you read one story or one teaching 
in the Torah, you can find all of Judaism. 
Each Torah has every Jew’s name on it.”

I recommend this book not only to 
teenagers, but to all who want to learn about 
different perspectives on the weekly Torah 
portion.  It is available in Jewish book stores, 

on Amazon, and in the Beth El Sisterhood 
Gift Shop.

As you know by now, with the help of our 
synagogue, I am publishing a book of my 
sermons in honor of the 25th Anniversary of 
my rabbinate here at Beth El. It is entitled 
Encountering Torah: Reflections on the Weekly 
Portion. I have chosen two sermons on almost 
every Torah portion and assembled them in 
the book. It represents my understanding 
not only of the lessons of Torah, but the 
lessons of life. I am excited to share it with 
my synagogue and community. Each family 

in the Congregation will be presented with 
a book and there will also be books for sale 
in our gift shop if you wish to purchase extra 
ones for your family and friends. I hope it 
will be an important addition to your Jewish 
bookshelf.

It has been a great privilege to serve as 
your Rabbi for 25 years and I look forward to 
sharing my teachings, my thoughts, and my 
insights with you in the years to come.

From the Desk of Rabbi Kurtz

Shabbat Schedule  See calendar for times.

Shabbat, January 5 
Birkat Ha'Hodesh
Parashat Shemot
Torah: Exodus 1:1–6:1 
Haftarah: Isaiah 27:6–28:13; 29:22–23  
                  
Shabbat, January 12
Rosh Hodesh Shevat
Parashat Va’era
Torah: Exodus 6:2–9:35 
Maftir: Numbers 28:9–15 
Haftorah: Isaiah 66:1–24; 66:23 

Shabbat, January 19 
Parashat Bo
Torah: Exodus 10:21–13:16 
Haftorah: Jeremiah 46:13–28 
               
Shabbat, January 26
Tu B'Shevat
Shabbat Shirah
Parashat B’Shallach
Torah: Exodus 13:17–17:16  
Haftorah: Judges 4:4 –5:31  
   
  

Shabbat, February 2
Parashat Yitro
Torah: Exodus 18:1–20:23  
Haftorah: Isaiah 6:1–7:6; 9:5–6   
        
Shabbat, February 9 
Birkat Ha'Hodesh
Shabbat Shekalim
Parashat Mishpatim
Torah: Exodus 21:1–24:18
Maftir: Exodus 30:11–16     
Haftorah: II Kings 12:1–17  
       
Shabbat, February 16
Parashat Terumah
Torah: Exodus 25:1–27:19   
Haftorah: I Kings 5:26–6:13 
    
Shabbat, February 23
Shabbat Zakhor
Megillah Reading 
Parashat Tetzaveh
Torah: Exodus 27:20–30:10   
Maftir: Deuteronomy 25:17–19 
Haftorah: I Samuel 15:2–34  

Monday through Friday 
Mornings, 7:15am

Sunday through Thursday        
Evenings, 7:30pm

Sunday and Legal Holiday     
Mornings, 8:45am

Rosh Hodesh 
Mornings, 7:00am

Services are conducted by: 
Rabbi Vernon H. Kurtz, 
Rabbi Michael Schwab,
Hazzan Larry B. Goller

11:00am Every Shabbat 

Tot Shabbat/Mini Minyan B'yachad
Services for families with  
children 2nd grade and younger

Junior Congregation 
Services for students in 3rd - 5th grade
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There’s a reason why Rabbi Kurtz’s and Rabbi Schwab’s North Suburban 
Synagogue Beth El Bulletin articles are on the front page. It’s because we wisely 
seek to have you first dwell on the sublime before you descend to the mundane 
content of the President’s submission! Continuing with this line of thought, this 
month, my topic this issue is our parking lot.

It’s tough to get more pedestrian than the parking lot (punsters…sorry, very 
hard for me to resist that one), so I figure that I’m settling in on a topic at a level 
in which I’m comfortable!

My car is in the parking lot often. Very often. I’ve joked with my predecessors 
that the President’s parking spot is the best perk of the job (some might think 
the only perk….however let me assure you…there’s many wonderful things 
about being Beth El’s President). But, what’s interesting is that if you pay a little 
attention to our parking lot, you can learn a lot about our synagogue and our 
community.

The most evident and maybe the most important, is that our parking lot is 
busy all the time. Every single day of the year we have cars in our lot. Frequently, 
we have more cars than our 187 parking spaces can accommodate! It’s true that 
there are a handful of days when we don’t have a lot of vehicles, but our parking 
lot is basically never empty until late at night.  What’s this tell us? We are busy 
with activities and programming non-stop. Worship, classes, activities, simchas 
and sad times, they all bring people to Beth El.

What can I tell about the people getting out of the cars? Most importantly, 
they are all ages. We’ve got people showing up at Beth El from pre-school 
students to seniors. I attend morning services every Tuesday (7:15 folks…just in 
case you can help us make a minyan!). Our parking lot is already active that early, 
every weekday, with congregants and neighbors attending services. When I leave 
in the morning, often after a meeting following services, pre-school students 
are starting to arrive; youngsters accompanied by a parent, just starting on their 
path of life-long learning. And, at the same time, some of the adult classes we 
offer at Beth El begin in the morning too! So we’ll start getting a fair number of 
members seeking to further their knowledge in a continuing education class.

In the afternoon begins the line-up of Religious School carpools. Sometimes 
this can be a little bit of controlled chaos, although I think there is an element 
of ritual (maybe a vehicular ritual dance! Sort of the Hebrew School Car Hora!) 
inherent to the process. Just as the students are starting to get picked up to go 
home, more people arrive for a mix of evening services, synagogue committee 
meetings, and other activities.

On Shabbat, we really can fill up. Many people may not notice that on 
Shabbat, we’ll increase the amount of handicap parking spaces using temporary 
signs. We do what we can to make sure that all of our members can be as 
accommodated as possible when coming to Shabbat services at Beth El. And on 
Sunday, we’re filled again in the morning with students and members attending 
classes or programs like the Men’s Club’s outstanding Sunday morning activity, 
Bagels for Your Brain.

We also sell the use of a handful of parking spaces every year at our annual 
fundraiser event.  If something like that interests you, please be sure to attend our 
upcoming Gala on April 28, 2013. It’ll be a wonderful event…come early to get a 
good space!

Our parking lot is filled with cars of all makes, models, and sizes. We’ve got 
economy cars, luxury cars, minivans with a multiple baby-seats, sedans with 
a handicapped license plate; really, almost any vehicle you can imagine. Our 
parking lot is a reflection of our synagogue and our community; busy, active, and 
accommodating. So busy, in fact, that when we sealed and striped the lot this 
summer, we had to work on a fraction at a time to accommodate the constant use 
of our facility. It’s a good thing. Drive safely everyone!

President’s Corner
by Andrew W. Brown

NSS Beth El

Tu B'Shevat  
Celebration

Our Annual Shabbaton

Friday, January 25, 2013
Join the entire congregation for a celebration of 

Tu B'Shevat and Shabbat!
 
 
For Young Families: Fun in the Forest.........................5:30pm
Activities, songs, snacks, and a special play featuring the 
Steinberg Preschool Teachers! For families with children in 
2nd grade or younger, but all are welcome!

Services: Family Service and Traditional Minyan.......6:15pm
 
Dinner.............................................................................7:00pm
Cost: $12 for adults, $6 for children (ages 4-12), children age 3 
and under free. *This dinner is subsidized as part of the Beth 
El Shabbaton. After January 22nd, $25 for adults, $12 for chil-
dren (ages 4-12). To register and pay, go to www.nssbethel.org 
and login using your Member ID. To register and pay on the 
phone, call Kathy Stinson at 847-432-8900 X229.

Evening Programming:
Rabbi Kurtz: Nature and the Song of the Sea
A presentation for teens and adults. 
or
Family Program: Fantastic Fruits!
An interactive Tu B’Shevat program for parents and children 
in kindergarten through b’nai mitzvah.

Please join us for as much or as little of the evening as you can!
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- Brian Boorstein on the loss of his mother, Debra Boorstein
- Sara Coven on the loss of her mother, Juleanne (Julie) Rosenfeld
- Joyce Pollack on the loss of her brother, Arthur Raymek

Condolences To

- Marge and Len Birnbaum on their 66th wedding anniversary
- Ruth and Bruno Fischer on their 30th wedding anniversary 
- Roberta and Jeffrey Kwall on the engagement of their daughter, Shanna to Andrew
- Sarah and Michael Sher on the birth of their grandson
- Janice and Richard Small on their 25th wedding anniversary

Congratulations To

- Raymond Hara
In Memoriam

Lots of ruach was the order of the day Sunday, Dec. 16, when the NSSBE Chorale, 
accompanied by Danny Kahn, joined forces with the residents of The Friend Center, 
part of the Gidwitz Place for Assisted Living in Deerfield. After some rousing Hanukkah 
numbers, the chorale tossed in some Yiddish, Hebrew and English music, including pieces 
which are sung by the Chorale on Shabbat at Beth El. Thanks to Hazzan Goller, who 
orchestrated this effort, made more special when residents joined in! After the song fest, 
both choral members and residents got to meet each other and discuss the songs.   

NSSBE Chorale Visit to the Gidwitz Place for Assisted Living
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Aaron Jackson, son of  
Brenda and David Jackson
Shabbat, February 23

February – Shevat /Adar 5773

January – Tevet /Shevat 5773

Elliot Lewis, son of  
Julie and Steven Lewis
Shabbat, January 12

Stella Garland, daughter of 
Katherine and Larry Garland
Mincha Saturday, February 9

Emily Kaplan, daughter of 
Cynthia and Joseph Kaplan
Shabbat, January 12

Ean Small, son of  
Robin and David Small
Shabbat, February 16

Mae Garland, daughter of 
Katherine and Larry Garland
Mincha Saturday, February 9

Vernon Kurtz, Rabbi
Michael Schwab, Rabbi
Larry B. Goller, Hazzan
Chuck Kahalnik, Executive Director
Alicia Gejman, Director of Formal Education  
Caron Knopoff, Pre-School Director 

Mark Stadler, Ritual Director
Ali Drumm, Director of Informal Education
Rachel Kamin, Director of the Cultural and Learning Center
Nancy Kekst, Development Manager
Samantha Isenstein, Youth Community Director

NSSBE Staff
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Joseph and Mae Gray Cultural & Learning Center

The Rissman Family Kol Ami Museum presents 
"City of Broad Shoulders and Bright Lights: 
The Spirit of Hanukkah Through the Eyes 
of Chicagoland Artists," on display through 
February 19, 2013. This all-media art exhibition, 
curated by Molly J. Schiff, includes works by 
eighteen local artists representing the symbols, 
history, and customs of Hanukkah. The exhibit 
features a stainless steel Hanukiah by Suzanne 
Horowitz, a member of NSS Beth El. The nine 
figures of Triumphant Celebrants are oriented 
from right to left with the Shamash, to the far 
right, enlarged to imply illuminated manuscript 
writing. The candles are placed slightly to the 
right and in front of each figure. As the candles 
burn and become shorter, the shadows of the 
figures will grow larger, referencing the miracle 
of that small band of Maccabees defending the 
Temple from Antiochus' armies, and the single 
cruse of oil that lasted for eight days.

Artwork from the exhibit is available for 
purchase. For more information and exhibit 
hours contact Marcie Eskin at meskin@nssbethel.
org or 847-432-8903 x234.

March 8-10, 2013, the Rissman Family Kol 
Ami Museum will host a Scholar-in-Residence 
Weekend with Marc Michael Epstein, Professor 
of Religion at Vassar College, and author of 
The Medieval Haggadah: Art, Narrative, and 
Religious Imagination (Yale University Press, 
2011). More information about Shabbat dinner 
on Friday, March 8, a post-Kiddish lecture on 
Saturday, March 9, and a special presentation on 
Sunday morning, March 10 will be forthcoming. 
The Museum will also feature an exhibit of 
Haggadot. If you have a historically or artistically 
significant, interesting or unusual Haggadah 
that you are willing to loan to the Museum for 
this exhibit between February-April 2013, please 
contact Marcie Eskin at meskin@nssbethel.org 
or 847-432-8903 x234. 

Join Alicia Gejman on Sunday, January 13, 
2013 at 9:15am for a guided viewing of the 
award-winning documentary The Race to 
Nowhere which highlights the unintended 
consequences of our pressure-cooker culture 
and education system. A second chance for 
those who missed the screening in October 
as well as an opportunity for those who have 
already seen the film to participate in an in-
depth discussion.  

RSVP to the School Office at 847-432-8537. 

In the aftermath of 9/11, Rabbi Sheldon Lewis 
sought solace and a path to reconciliation in Jewish 
texts. Peacemaking is arguably the key pillar among 
Jewish values, and his book Torah of Reconciliation 
(Gefen, 2012) seeks to reveal this primary value in 
diverse scriptural and rabbinical texts. Following 
the annual cycle of Torah readings, thematic verses 
or passages are interpreted and expanded through 
the lens of rabbinic commentary and the author’s 
personal reflections, revealing the rich, wise 
resources available in Judaism for the crucial task of 
peacemaking in the modern world.

Sheldon Lewis was born in Chicago and educated at 
the University of Chicago and the Jewish Theological 
Seminary in New York City, where he received 
his rabbinic ordination. He is rabbi emeritus of 
Congregation Kol Emeth in Palo Alto, which he 
served for thirty-three years. Along with an abiding 
interest in reconciliation efforts in the Middle East, 
he has been deeply involved in interfaith work to 
promote mutual respect and common cause; and he 
has been committed to nurturing bonds among the 
streams of Jewish expression.

The Rissman Family Kol Ami 
Museum

The Race To Nowhere: Guided 
Viewing & Discussion

Author Event: Rabbi Sheldon Lewis
Monday, January 14, 2013 at 11:00am



7January-February 2013/ Tevet-Adar 5773

We are now collecting used books for the annual sale. Bring 
in gently used books – secular and Judaic, adult and children’s 

– in a clearly marked box or bag, to the Kaye Reading Room 
of the Gray Cultural and Learning Center by January 31, 
2013.  Please refrain from donating travel guides and test 
preparation guides that are more than 1-2 years old as well as 
textbooks, magazines, and journals.

Shop the Used Book Sale during regular synagogue hours. All 
hardcovers $2; paperbacks $1. Cash and checks accepted.

Annual Used Book Sale 
Friday, February 1– Sunday, February 10, 2013

Audiences and critics across America have discovered Avi Nesher's 
smash hit film The Matchmaker ! The film has played for months 
in New York, Los Angeles, and South Florida, earning rave reviews 
from critics nationwide. The Matchmaker will play on only three 
screens in Chicago: The Gene Siskel Film Center, the Wilmette 
Theatre, and North Suburban Synagogue Beth El! The Joseph 
and Mae Gray Cultural and Learning Center and the Havurah 
Community will host an exclusive screening on Saturday, January 
19.  Dinner, wine, and dessert will be served. Contact Marcie Eskin 
at meskin@nssbethel.org or 847-432-8903 x234 by January 10 for 
more details and to reserve your tickets.

Arik, a teenage boy growing up in Haifa in 1968, gets a job working 
for Yankele Bride, a matchmaker. Yankele, a mysterious Holocaust 
survivor, has an office in back of a movie theater that shows only 
love stories, run by a family of seven Romanian dwarves in the seedy 
area by the port. As Arik begins to learn the mysteries of the human 
heart through his work with Yankele, he falls in love with Tamara, 
his friend Beni's cousin. The disparate parts of Arik's life collide in 
unexpected, often funny and very moving ways as he lives through a 
summer that changes him forever. A mix of comedy and drama that 
tells a coming-of-age story unlike any you've ever seen before.

Havdalah, Dinner & A Movie
Saturday, January 19, 2013 at 6:30pm 
$20/person paid in advance. $25/person at the door.
Complimentary babysitting for children in kindergarten –  
5th grade will be held in the Youth Lounge. 

Joseph and Mae Gray Cultural & Learning Center

Join the members of the Cultural & Learning Center 
Committee on Thursday, January 31, 6:00–7:30pm, to help 
set-up the book sale and have an exclusive opportunity to 
purchase books before the sale opens. Pizza will be served – 
please RSVP to Marcie Eskin at meskin@nssbethel.org or 
847-432-8900 x234. Bar/Bat Mitzvah and high school student 
volunteers are welcome!  

Pre-Sale Pizza Party
Thursday, January 31 from 6:00–7:30pm

Shop the Used Book Sale on Sunday, February 10, from 
9:00am–12:00pm. Whatever you can fit into a brown paper 
grocery bag is yours for only $5! Bags will be provided or bring 
your own.  

Bargain Bag Sale
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Sisterhood Matters! Be Involved. Be Enriched. Be Inspired. 
During the month of January Sisterhood will have its annual Beth El Staff Appreciation 

Luncheon. We want to thank the maintenance staff and the staff of Beth El for their hard work and 
dedication. They are always willing to give the ladies of Sisterhood a helping hand when needed, 
and with their partnership and loyalty we have formed a team that has made Beth El a winner. On 
January 12, the Torah Fund Book Chat will be reviewing the book The Marriage Artist by Andrew 
Winer and on February 13 the Torah Fund Book Chat and Sisterhood Programming is sharing 
a special morning together called "One Sisterhood, One Book" where we will be discussing The 
Innocents by Francesca Segal. We hope if you have never experienced a Sisterhood program, a Torah 
fund class or a book chat, or for that matter all three, then please do not miss this opportunity to 
join us. We are very excited to be bringing these programs to share together a morning of friendship 
and conversation. Have you been getting ready to place your Mishloach Manot order? Sisterhood 
is ready to start packing the boxes and getting them to all the families in time to celebrate Purim. 
Please make sure to fill out your form provided in the bulletin and return it to Rachel Ferber. Rachel, 
thank you for all your hard work in spear heading this fund raiser for Sisterhood.  

The gift shop is taking orders for the 2013 Mah Jongg playing cards, so be sure to turn in your 
order form and come play in our monthly game at Beth El. Our monthly Mah Jongg players have 
increased tremendously and the excitement of hearing MAJ being called out in the Blumberg is 
contagious, so if you know the game and want to catch the bug come on January 16 and February 
20. I know it may be winter outside but with Sisterhood's busy schedule we hope to keep you 
moving around so that you are always feeling warm. 

Michelle Krawitz
President Sisterhood

Join Sisterhood to discuss the contemporary version of Edith Wharton’s
 The Age of Innocence set in a small, tight-knit Jewish suburb of London

Wednesday, February 13, 2013
9:15–10:45am

Discussion will be facilitated by Rachel Kamin,  
Gray Cultural & Learning Center Director

Copies of The Innocents are available at the Maxwell Abbell Library  
and local public libraries

The book is also for sale in the Sisterhood Gift Shop for $20

This free program is perfect for those who have read the book, plan to read the book 
or just want to enjoy a morning with friends!

Light Breakfast Served
Complimentary for Sisterhood and Torah Fund Members

Covert $8 for non-members
 
RSVP to Denarscooperman@yahoo.com. Please indicate if you are a Sisterhood 
Member, Torah Fund Member or Non-Member. Babysitting available upon request.

Sisterhood

2013 Mah Jongg Card Order

Name

Address

Phone Number

# 2013 Cards    x $8.00=    x 8% sales tax

Total Amount Enclosed: $
 
Please send your your check (payable to 
North Suburban Beth El Sisterhood Gift 
Shop) to:  
Beth El  
Attention: Gift Shop
All cards will have to be picked up at the gift 
shop  during business hours or during the 
monthly maj games. New cards are expected 
to arrive first week in April.  
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Shabbat, January 12
12:30pm
The Sisterhood Torah Fund Book Club will meet 
on Saturday, January 12 after Shabbat Kiddush (at 
approximately 12:30pm) to discuss The Marriage 
Artist by Andrew Winer, facilitated by Rachel 
Kamin. All are welcome!

Copies of the book are available in the Maxwell 
Abbell Library and from local libraries and 
bookstores. Register by sending a $36 donation to 
the Sisterhood Torah Fund.

The Torah Fund Campaign, a project of Women’s League for 
Conservative Judaism, ensures the continuing development of 
the educational programs of The Jewish Theological Seminary 
in New York, the Ziegler School of Rabbinic Studies in Los 
Angles, The Schechter Institute of Jewish Studies in Israel, 
and the Seminario Rabinico Latino Americano in Buenos 
Aires. The Torah Fund Campaign benefits the students at all 
four institutions. Any amount is welcome and every gift counts. 
Everyone can participate. 

Uri Uri awake and greet the new dawn as we celebrate 70 years of Torah 
Fund. Share our pride in what we’ve accomplished: $90 million in 70 years.

Thank you to all recent donors:

Guardian: ($360.00 +): Yadelle Sklare

Benefactors: ($180.00 +): Susan Ament, Lois Chudacoff, Adrienne Eckerling, Allene Frost, Linda 
Gottlieb, Gail Greenspahn, Joan Holland, Carol Honigberg, Karen Kesner, Betty Ann Levin, Karen 
Levy, Mildred Lidov, Susan Saper, Lynn Schrayer, Sandra Strauss, and Sander Turner. 

Contributors: ($18.00+): Fran Altman, Ann Anderson. Joan Behrmann, Eleanor Boxerman, Greta 
DeBofsky, Lana Eisenberg, Bruno Fischer, June Back Frydman, Hynda Gamze, Beth Grey, Alice 
Gross, Ellen Jacobson, Debra Krawitz, Diane Levin, Erica Lindon, Jean Moses, Carol Pomerantz, 
Rhoda Rothman, Jori Saks, Caryn Sedloff, Hedy Sered, Frances Shapiro, Cindy Shekhtman, Anita 
Spieler, Maxine Sprung, Anna Szanto, Miriam Tabachnik, and Helen Wilens. 

Marilyn Lewis
Torah Fund Vice President

Sisterhood

Torah Fund News

Sisterhood Torah Fund Book Club 

Mah Jongg Monthly Game –  January 16 and February 20; 12:30-2:30pm. Join us for a few hours of maj fun. Donation of $5 to Sisterhood. 
Contact Michelle Krawitz at 847-951-4890 or email webs70@aol.com and let her know your playing level. Remember to bring your card and set if you 
have one. 

Mishloach Manot 2013
Purim is February 23rd and Sisterhood invites 
you to fulfill the mitzvah of sending sweet 
delicacies to friends and family by ordering 
our Mishloach Manot bags and boxes. Orders 
must be received by February 8th.

Ordering options and prices: Recipient picks 
up bag @ Beth El: $10. Sisterhood mails a 
box to your recipient: $18.

Print Your Name 

 

Phone 

 

Email

Name(s) on enclsure card 

 

List Names of Congregants for whom you 
want bags:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
List Names and Addresses for boxes being 
sent: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Order Summary:
  Bags/$10 each +  Boxes/$18 each = 
 
Make check payable to NS Beth El 
Sisterhood and mail to Rachel Ferber, 
399 Madison Ave, Glencoe, IL  60022.  
Questions: 847-835-6201 or Rachel.ferber@
att.net.
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Gertrude Lederman Continuing Education

Lifelong learning at Beth El is in full swing. In addition to our 
normal class offerings, we have been fortunate to have many 
fantastic speakers visit us this fall. Rabbi Arthur Kurzweil 
expanded our understanding of Talmud and genealogy. 
Shoshana Cohen engaged us as a wonderful teacher of text. 
Yosef Mendelevich impressed upon us the great mitzvah that 
was done in bringing Soviet Jewry to freedom. Our AIPAC 
speaker, David Horovitz, gave fascinating insight into the latest 
challenges facing Israel. Robbin Scholar, Rabbi Jeffrey Salkin, 
provided a great connection to some of the larger questions 
about Jewish life and of course, Curb Your Enthusiasm!  

We have finalized our Frankel lecturer for the spring. Avivah 
Zornberg will be speaking on Sunday night April 14. We also 
welcome Rabbi Dr. Len Sharzer as our Philip Lipis Memorial 
lecturer on Tikkun Layl Shavuot, Tuesday night May 14th and 
again on the second day of Shavuot, May 16. 

In February we encourage everyone to attend the 4th annual 
festival of adult Jewish learning called Limmud Chicago. 
The event will be held at UIC Student Center East, more 
information will be available on www.limmudchicago.org. 
 
Two new Classes are beginning this spring:
 
A Closer Look at Jewish Prayer: 
A focus on the Pray-er exploring Tefillah (Prayer)
Merle Tovian
Wednesdays, 8:00–9:00pm
Class dates:  January 16, 23, 30, February 6, 20, March 6
Looking at the hows and whys of Jewish prayer and taking you 
to the next level in your own personal spirituality and practice.  
Students at all levels are invited- there is something to learn no 
matter what you bring to this experience.   Whether you are 
hoping to get more out of services, feel more comfortable in 
services, or take your understanding of prayer to a deeper level, 
join us for this journey together. This class is part of the 5773 
Semester fee. To register, cost is $60 for Beth El members and 
$90 for non-members. 

The Book of Lamentations: Learn Eicha Cantillation 
Hazzan Larry Goller
Wednesdays, 8:00–9:00pm
Class dates:  February 13, 27, March 13th, 4th session TBA
Engage with the haunting melodies of the Book of 
Lamentations, Eicha, and learn how to chant the special 
cantillation (trope.)  This class is intended for experienced Torah 
readers who want to learn Megillat Eicha. This class is part 
of the 5773 Semester fee. To register, cost is $60 for Beth El 
members and $90 for non-members.   
 
Study in the Suburbs on January 17
Join Rabbi Kurtz for a lunchtime study session from 12:00pm–
1:30pm at the Board of Jewish Education, 3320 Dundee Rd, 
Northbrook. This study session in the suburbs will be centered 
around the ethical issues of our lives. *Advance reservations are 
necessary; lunch is provided for a nominal fee. Registration for 
the entire series is encouraged; please contact Lennie Kay at 847-
432-8900 x221 or LKay@nssbethel.org.

Men’s Club Hosts FJMC Sefer Haftarot Scroll    
Last month, on December 8, our Congregation was the host to the FJMC 
Sefer Haftarot Scroll. The Scroll was hosted by seven congregations in the 
Midwest Region from October 27 through December 8, remaining with 
each congregation for a week. The Scroll travels the country all year from 
one Region to the next. Unlike a Sefer Torah, the Scroll does contain the 
vowels and cantilations. It is written on parchment by a scribe and its cost 
runs about $25,000.

The Haftorah that week was Parashsh Vayashev and the Haftorah was 
Amos 2:6 –3:8. There were no B'nai Mitzvah that Shabbat so the Haftorah 
was chanted by a Men’s Club member, Ernie Smolen.

The Scroll rested on the Bimah for the balance of the week for everyone to 
inspect. If you were not present at that time, perhaps next year when the 
Scroll visits the Midwest Region and will be hosted by Beth El, you will be 
able to hear the Haftorah chanted and see the Scroll for yourself.  

Men's Club Kick-Off Dinner
On Thursday evening, November 29, our Men’s Club enjoyed the 2013 
year Kick-Off Dinner. The dinner brought together close to sixty men and 
some wives to drink and eat a delicious dinner, prepared by our own Chief 
Chef, Avram Pachter and Chuck Kahalnick. The festive evening began 
with a delicious assortment of hot appetizers, dips, chips and good Scotch, 
followed by a sumptuous roasted chicken entrée. To complete the dinner a 
“chockalott delight” desert table rounded off the dinner.

The guest speaker, Robert Schwartz from the Israeli Consulate Office, 
Midwest Region was introduced by Jeffrey Goldsmith, President of the 
Men’s Club. He spoke of the recent confrontations between Israel and 
Gaza, explaining the relationships that Israel has with its neighboring 
countries and “tribes” in the region. A most interesting and informational 
talk, answering questions from the floor made for an enjoyable evening.  

Membership in Men’s Club is always open. Those men not yet enrolled in 
our Men’s Club are welcome to join at any time. Membership forms are 
available in the Synagogue office at all times. 

Men's Club

Beth El Men's Club "Keeper of the Flame"    
Aaron is a lifelong member of NSS Beth El and 
has been involved at numerous levels, carrying 
on the tradition of his grandparents, who were 
founders of the synagogue. Aaron is currently 
one of the the Executive Vice Presidents of our 
Men’s Club and has served as Vice President 
and Membership Chairperson in the past. He 
currently serves on our Youth Commission 

and has held other posts including: High Holiday facilities coordinator at 
HPHS, editor and coordinator of the Beth El Ad Book for the Big Event 
fundraiser and Beth El co-liaison to Maot Chitim of Greater Chicago. 
Aaron currently serves (for the past 11 years) as an Executive Vice President 
of Maot Chitim. Aaron is always around to lend a hand, BBQ steak for 
100 of the Men’s Club members or toast a l’chaim!

Aaron and his wife, Ellen, and their three children (Rachel, Abby and Ari) 
are regular participants in our Shabbat community and have been actively 
involved at NSS Beth El.
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The Berdichev Report

We continue to support a small Conservative/Masorti Sunday School 
in Berdichev, Ukraine, through Midreshet Yerushalayim and the Schechter 
Institute in Jerusalem. Here is the latest report:

The Jewish community of Berdichev is less than 1,500 people (many 
elderly), and declining from year to year due to continued emigration of 
younger people from the community. 

The Midreshet Yerushalayim Community School continues to provide 
Jewish education for children and their parents. This year 20 children 
ages 5-14, along with their parents, attend the school. Classes are held 
each Sunday from 10:30-15:00 and children receive a sandwich for lunch. 
Although the number of children in this school is small, they and their 
families are very active in all areas of Jewish activities, made possible by the 
Congregation's support.  

The older children (aged 13-14) help teach the younger children. 
Parents join in Kabbalat Shabbat and Havdalah programs, held once a 
month at the school, with average attendance 35 adults and children. 
On other weeks the school's principal, Polina Greenberg, invites small 
groups of children and their parents to her house for an informal Kabbalat 
Shabbat program. Jewish Holiday programming includes singing, dancing, 
and drama activities. This past Passover, a model seder was held for parents 
and children of the school. For the High Holidays workshops were held, 
including shofar blowing.

This year's (2012-13) curriculum for children at the Berdichev 
Community School includes the Hebrew calendar, Jewish holidays, 
Jewish tradition and Jewish History. The curriculum for parents includes 
Jewish culinary dishes, keeping kosher, the Jewish family, and Jewish 
lifecycle events. This year the school is utilizing audiovisual tools as well as 
computer programs for teaching these topics. 

In December 2012 Rabbi Reuven Stamov from Kyiv will lead a 
Ramah Winter Family Camp for 70 adults and children from Midreshet 
Yerushalayim/Masorti Olami communities across Ukraine, at a camp 
facility near Berdichev. One of the camp's goals is to strengthen the 

Berdichev school through involvement in camp activities. Three families 
from the school will attend the Camp. The whole school (parents and 
children) will attend a Havdalah service and Hanukkah candle-lighting at 
the Family Camp. They will also join the Camp in a tour of Jewish sites in 
Berdichev on the following day. 

Two teachers and the principal attended Midreshet Yerushalayim's 
Teacher Training Seminar, held from June 29 to July 4, 2012 at the 
Druzhba Hotel in Uzhgorod. Focusing on the study of Hebrew through 
Jewish tradition and literature, the seminar provided intense educational 
experiences that enhanced their Jewish knowledge and equipped them 
with the didactic tools to convey this knowledge in the classroom. 

Eleven pupils from the Berdichev Sunday school (from of a total of 
160 campers) attended Camp Ramah Yachad's summer camp session, 
which took place from July 30 - Aug 8, 2012. Two counselors from 
Berdichev worked at the camp this past summer. The camp is located at 
Khust, Zarkopoatia – a picturesque town in in the Carpathian Mountains. 
The fun-filled program included recreational, social and educational 
activities such as sports, arts and crafts, Israeli singing and dancing, drama, 
and religious services.  

On September 15, 2012 the Berdichev school participated in a special 
memorial service held for the Holocaust organized by the local Jewish 
community in memory of one of the largest massacres of the Jewish 
population in the city (On September 15, 1941, in a field near the 
Berdichev airport, 18,000 Jews were murdered, the overwhelming majority 
of whom were women, children and old people).

The annual grant of $5,200 from North Suburban Synagogue Beth 
El is used to pay staff salaries at the school, for staff participation in the 
Midreshet Yerushalayim Teachers Seminar, and to help pay for the families 
and children from Berdichev who attend the summer camps. 

We continuously need funds for all these programs.  For further 
information or to make a donation please contact Rabbi Vernon or Bryna 
Kurtz.
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Around the Synagogue

Simchat Torah Special Honors
Our Congregation celebrated Simchat Torah this year with a 
festive, rousing and spirited service. Singing and dancing along 
with the Hakafot, brought everyone to their feet to become 
part of the festivities. Three aliyot honored three deserving 
congregants who have devoted that something extra to North 
Suburban Synagogue Beth El.

The honor of kol hanearim was given to Leslie Apter. A 
member of Beth El for a number of years, Leslie was elected 
to the Congregation Board of Directors where she exhibited 
an interest in the Religious school. Serving two terms on the 
school committee, she then became Chair of the Religious 
School, serving for three terms. In 2010 Leslie was elected to 
serve as Vice President of Education. She was also on the search 
committee for our School Director. Her other interest lies with 
the Jewish United Fund, where she became a member of the 
JUF Young Women's Board in 2007 and continues to serve. 
Leslie and her husband, Greg, are proud of their two sons, Ben, 
17 who is a graduate of our Sokol Hebrew High School and 
Noah, 15 who is currently attending Sokol. Both boys are active 
in our USY.

The honor of hatan hatorah was given to Ernie Smolen. A member 
of Northwest Suburban Jewish Congregation, Morton Grove 
since 1962 he held several executive positions on the synagogue 
and Men's Club board of directors, also serving as President of 
the Men's Club. He was honored as Man of the Year in 2006. 
He was elected to the Men's Club, Midwest Region Executive 
Board in 1996 and is currently coordinator for the Lieberman 
Home Shabbat service assistance program and the FJMC Sefer 
Haftarot Scroll. Continuing here at Beth El, he was nominated to 
the Men's Club as well as the Congregation Board of Directors, 
serving on the House Committee and the Ba'al Korei Institute 
Committee. He received the honor of Ma'asim Tovim for the 
Midwest Region in 2011 at the FJMC International Convention. 
Among other activities he sings with the Beth El Chorale and has 
organized Men's Club Shabbat services and dinner. Ernie and 
his late wife Doris z'l enjoyed three children, Renee (Elliot) Roth, 
Lee (Susan), Hazzan Alan z'l (Marla) and four grandchildren, all 
presently at the University of Illinois.

The honor of hatan breshit was given to Darryl Temkin. A 
member of North Suburban Synagogue Beth El since 1985 
and a member of Men's Club for over ten years, serving on 
the Men's Club Board and holding various executive positions 
including President. He serves on the Midwest Region Men's 
Club Board as Vice President. Darryl instituted the Shabbat 
morning assistance program at the Lieberman Home in Skokie 
and coordinates the program for our Men's Club. Darryl was 
honored as Man of the Year in 2010 and Keeper of the Flame in 
2011. Close to his heart is Moat Chitim, Jewish National Fund, 
Chicago Chesed Fund and AIPAC.  Darryl very successfully 
chaired the Beth El Ad Book in 2011, raising a record sum of 
money. Darryl and his lovely wife, Mira, have three devoted 
children, Alison and Keith, Hilary and Roni Most, Ari and 
Margo. They are proud grandparents of Riley and Bella Most.

Psalm 100:1-2  A Psalm for giving thanks. Make a joyful noise 
to the Lord, all the earth! Serve the Lord with gladness! Come into 
his presence with singing! Know that the Lord, he is God! It is he 
who made us, and we are his; we are his people, and the sheep of 
his pasture. Enter his gates with thanksgiving, and his courts with 
praise! Give thanks to him; bless his name! For the Lord is good; his 
steadfast love endures forever, and his faithfulness to all generations. 

Giving thanks is what our life should be about. I am thankful 
for you – our clergy, our staff, our leadership and all of our 
members who give so much to make this synagogue such a special 
place. And it is time to give thanks at North Suburban Synagogue 
Beth El. Our synagogue is getting ready to celebrate its 65th 
Anniversary and honor Rabbi Kurtz on his 25th anniversary at 
NSSBE. We have so much to be thankful for, and I invite everyone 
to participate in our celebratory activities.

Firstly, in honor of his milestone anniversary and the 
Anniversary of the Synagogue, Rabbi Kurtz is publishing a book 
of his reflections on the Weekly Portion titled, Encountering 
Torah. This custom designed book will be published this spring 
and a copy will be given to each member family. To commemorate 
the occasion, we are offering congregants the opportunity to 
underwrite this publishing effort. All funds donated to this book 
will go to fund educational programming and youth scholarships.  
Education, a hallmark of North Suburban Synagogue Beth El, 
is one of Rabbi Kurtz's special passions. Gifts of all sizes will be 
welcome, however, only the Publisher ($10,000), Editor ($5000) 
and Designer ($2500) level gifts will be recognized by having the 
donor's name printed in the Rabbi's Book of Sermons. Gifts at 
the Copywriter level (under $2500) will be honored at the 65th 
Anniversary Gala. A special mailing regarding this opportunity was 
sent in December. 

Secondly, save the date to honor Rabbi Vernon and Bryna 
Kurtz and the Synagogue at the 65th Anniversary Gala on April 
28, 2013. This Sunday evening dinner, entertainment and auction 
event will feature a special tribute to the Synagogue and to Rabbi 
Kurtz. Watch your mail this spring for an invitation with ticket 
information.

As a part of the Anniversary Gala, we are creating a keepsake 
Program/Ad Book and holding a special silent auction. 
Information will be forthcoming about ad space in the book.

Just as there are many ways to be involved in our synagogue, 
so too are there many ways to honor and support these milestone 
occasions. Should you have any questions about our activities or 
your contributions to the Synagogue, please contact Nancy Kekst, 
Development Manager, at nkekst@nssbethel.org or by calling 847-
432-8900 x237.

Lately I've been humming a song by Three Dog Night, 
“Celebrate, celebrate, dance to the music….”  I'm looking forward 
to celebrating with you! 

Nancy Kekst
Development Manager

Membership & Development

Great....Date....Celebrate!
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Social Action In Action

Thanksgiving Mitzvah Project– Generations Giving Together.... 
Once again, Beth El's Social Action Committee had much to be grateful for. First of 
all, we have Honey Bronson and her team of volunteers who faithfully and expertly 
organized our successful Thanksgiving Mitzvah Project (or TMP as we on the committee 
call it!). On November 18, over 100 Thanksgiving gift baskets were lovingly prepared for 
families from Glenwood School in Waukegan. As always, Beth El's generous community 
came out to assemble complete Thanksgiving dinner packages and greeting cards. 
What made this year particularly meaningful (at least for me) was the participation of 
generations working together on this project. Grandparents, parents and children of 
all ages set aside time from their usual Sunday morning routines and joined together 
to give. I would like to take a moment to highlight one particular child who stole my 
heart: Gabriella Cooperman who came with her parents and sister to prepare her basket. 
At 12, she struck me as unusually poised and mature. I noticed that she included a 
generous handful of Hershey Kisses with her gift basket. I immediately expressed my 
admiration for coming up with the idea of adding this little extra touch. Gabriella 
explained that growing up, her grandfather taught her mother (and eventually her) the 
importance of always sweetening life whenever you can and to find creative ways to do 
so.  What a simple and yet powerful message to teach a child. Gabriella anticipated that 
other families may want to use her idea and she came to Beth El with a Costco sized bag 
of kisses, which she handed to me to offer other families for their baskets. As a parent, 
particularly one who is raising children in a community of plenty, I am always trying to 
model for my kids the value of giving and sharing. Small gestures really do make a big 
impact. Thank you Gabriella for your thoughtfulness – I will think of your grandfather 
often and remember his simple advice. Don't be surprised when you see Hershey Kisses 
on the tables next year when we assemble our baskets!

Thoughts on Social Action
Jacqueline Kott-Wolle, Chair Social Action Committee
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Social Action In Action

Special thanks to Mira Temkin for 
organizing our annual Beth El Coat 
Drive on December 2, 2012. With the 
help of an efficient group of dedicated 
volunteers, sorting went quickly and 
smoothly. The majority of the coats 
went to the Chicago Chesed Fund 
in Lincolnwood. They were thrilled 
and appreciative to know they can 
provide coats for their families to get 
through another frigid winter. If you'd 
like know more about the amazing 
work of the Chicago Chesed Fund 
visit www.chicagochesedfund.org and 
plan on helping us stock their food 
pantry at Beth El's Mitzvah Day on 
February 10, 2013. Another bag of 
coats was donated to the Highland 
Park Community Nursery School and 
another bag to Goodwill.  

The Social Action Committee

Annual Coat Drive

Social Action Opportunities

January 22 – JUF Uptown Café  
For ages 12+, serve dinner to neighborhood needy. Contact Bryna Kurtz at 847-432-1039 or 
brynakurtz@aol.com.

February 10 – All-Member Mitzvah Day  
Everyone can be a volunteer ! Your mission: Choose from one of the many community action projects 
offered on this special day. Contact Jacqueline Kott-Wolle at jkottwolle@hotmail.com

February 18 – JUF Uptown Café  
For ages 12+, serve dinner to neighborhood needy. Contact Bryna Kurtz at 847-432-1039 or 
brynakurtz@aol.com

All-Member Mitzvah Day 
Sunday, February 10, 2013

 
Mitzvah Day has been a tremendous 

success at Beth El with more than 
250 families taking part in a day 

of volunteerism.  Join your fellow 
congregants again—as an individual or 
family—in one of the community action 

projects offered.
 

Make Meals for the Homeless
Organize a food pantry

Troop Support
Bring your dog and bring joy to Seniors

Project Linus
and much more!

 
Pre-Registration Required

  Be a mensch…... 
     Do a mitzvah!

 
Be an active member/coordinator  

on the 2013 Mitzvah Day  
planning committee.  

More projects, more participation,  
more pride!  

 
Sponsored by the  

Social Action Committee.  
Contact: Jacqueline Kott-Wolle at  

847-681-0373 or jkottwolle@hotmail.com.



16January-February 2013/ Tevet-Adar 5773

Jack and Mildred Cohen Religious School
January/February – Tevet /Shevat /Adar 5773

Jan 7 Monday School Resumes

Jan 13 Sunday Race to Nowhere (Parent Program)

Jan 18 Friday Kitah Bet Kabbalat Shabbat

Jan 23 Wednesday Tu B'Shevat Celebration– I-Program

Jan 25 Friday Beth El Shabbaton

Jan 27 Sunday Tu B'Shevat celebration for younger grades
Taste of Tefilah Class for Parents

Feb 2 Shabbat Family Shabbat Services–Kitah Hey

Feb 3 Sunday Author Visit–Kitah Vav
Paper Cutting Workshop for Parents

Feb 9 Shabbat Family Shabbat Services–Kitah Hey

Feb 10 Sunday Beth El Mitzvah Day

Feb 16 Shabbat Family Shabbat Services–Kitah Hey
Seudah/Havdalah–Kitah Dalet

Feb 17 Sunday No School–Teacher's In-Service

Feb 18 Monday No School–Presidents Day

Feb 23 Shabbat Family Shabbat Services–Kitah Hey

Feb 24 Sunday Megilah Reading/Purim Carnival

As promised in my August–September article I am expanding on 
the understanding of the topics we teach in our schools, beginning with 
the study of the Hebrew language. People inquire about the necessity of 
spending time learning Hebrew. Why? Is it worth the time and effort to 
teach a second language? These are all legitimate questions that require 
great consideration in the afternoon school setting. However, can Hebrew 
be considered a second language among Jews? Lo (no). Hebrew is neither 
a second language nor a foreign language for Jews, but rather a unifying 
language, our national language (sfat am) as opposed to a mother tongue 
(sfat em). Hebrew is at the heart of our Jewish identity. Hebrew is the 
language in which much of the spiritual legacy of the Jewish people is 
expressed. Hebrew allows us to intimately connect with the generations 
of Jews who came before us, and connect with Jews in the present, both 
in Israel and abroad. Hebrew, the language of prayer, enhances synagogue 
participation. Grasping the subtleties of the Hebrew elevates the 
understanding of the sacred texts and enables one to better comprehend 
Jewish theology. 

On a practical level, our schools are committed to teaching the 
Hebrew language. The Hebrew curriculum has been systematized and is 
being implemented using state of the art and age-appropriate resources 
and materials designed to build the students' Hebrew skills gradually 
and effectively. Hebrew is introduced in the younger grades through as 
much immersion as possible and through music using Chalav U'dvash, 
an innovative Hebrew language instruction program. It has long been 
accepted that due to the brain's natural capabilities, children are able to 
master the sound patterns of non-native language with much greater ease 
than adults. To this effect the Chalav U'dvash program features Bentzi, a 
Hebrew speaking turtle puppet from Israel, as he addresses children and 
engages them in dialogue. In this way, children learn to comprehend 
Hebrew way before they can read and write the language. During the 
first few formative years, Tal Am, a Hebrew Language Arts and Jewish 
Studies curriculum is being implemented. Students learn to read, write 
and speak through music, games, and visual aids. Students develop a keen 
understanding of Jewish concepts and values engrained in the Hebrew 
language by immersing themselves in a Hebrew milieu. As children 
advance into the middle years of grammar school, the attainment of 
reading fluency and reading comprehension becomes paramount. The 
basic reading and writing skills acquired in the earlier years become the 
basis for learning to read and chant Torah and learning tefilah (prayers). 
In the middle school years, students are equipped to apply the skills 
previously acquired to decipher songs, short stories and dialogues involving 
daily life situations, and comprehend easy newspaper articles. They also 
become proficient Torah readers and continue to sharpen their tefilah skills.  
The high school years are dedicated to advancing the use of the Hebrew 
language as a communicative tool. Special emphasis is placed on the 
study of grammar and the inherent characteristcs of the language. Hebrew 
classes for the high school students are being offered on two different levels 
twice a week, and I am happy to report that we have Chai (18) students 
participating in them. There are three times more students learning 
Hebrew in the public high schools in the area.

M’Shulchan Hamenahelet

Jack & Mildred Cohen Religious School and 
Bernard H. Sokol Hebrew High School

Midot Hachodesh (Virtue of the Month)
January–Ohev Zeh et Zeh/Mechabad Zeh et Zeh 
(Loving and Honoring Others
February–Simchah (Joy and Happiness)

To facilitate the engagement with the language, the school promotes a 
svivah Ivrit, a Hebrew milieu, where teachers use directions and commands 
in Hebrew to further the development of the receptive language. Children 
hear the Hebrew language in the hallways, listen to the rhythm of the 
language, sing in Hebrew and hear teachers communicating with each other 
in Hebrew. Our parents are our partners as they encourage their children to 
complete homework, and listen to them read Hebrew, chant Torah and recite 
the prayers. Many parents also participate in a variety of adult Conversational 
Hebrew classes being offered at Beth El. With everybody invested in the 
same goal, we are on our way to a successful outcome. 

Stay tuned for the next issue where I will elaborate on the curriculum on 
Jewish studies. 
 
Alicia Gejman
Director of Formal Education
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Bernard H. Sokol Hebrew High School
January/February – Tevet /Shevat /Adar 5773

Jan 8 Tuesday Conversational Hebrew Resumes

Jan 13 Sunday Race to Nowhere (Parent Program)

Jan 20 Sunday No School

Jan 22 Tuesday No School

Jan 25 Friday Kabbalat Shabbaton

Jan 28 Monday First Atid Program (formerly College Bound)

Feb 3 Sunday Author Visit

Feb 10 Sunday Beth El Mitzvah Day
Jewish U (follow-up program)

Feb 17 Sunday No School–Teacher's In-Service

Feb 19 Tuesday Beth El Mitzvah Day

Feb 24 Sunday Megilah Reading/Purim Carnival

College Night
Our follow-up to Jewish U: Approaching the College Search Process with a 
Jewish Lens will take place on Sunday, February 10 from 4:00–6:00pm at 
North Shore Congregation Israel. The topic is Navigating the Transition 
from High School to College, focused on the emotional preparation 
families can do for the college experience. This program will nicely dovetail 
with our Atid program in the Sokol Hebrew High School, helping families 
and students as they begin the transition process.

Jack & Mildred Cohen Religious School and 
Bernard H. Sokol Hebrew High School

Rabbi Vernon and Bryna Kurtz in Jerusalem at a dinner sponsored by the 
Fertig Family Campus Visit Fund with Beth El students Aaron Small, 
Andrew Freeman, Miriam Coven, Yoni Grey and Deena Cowans.

Ba’al Korei Institute Shabbat Service
This past October 6th, Shabbat Chol Hamoed 
Succoth, the Ba’al Korei Institute celebrated a year of 
accomplishment by dedicating a Shabbat morning 
service. In the past the BKI hosted a Shabbat dinner. 
However it was decided that it was much more 
economical and that more congregants could be involved 
and made familiar with the BKI.

The Service involved over forty-five participants, of 
which most all are members of the Ba’al Korei Institute. 
This included Torah Readers and Bima honors. The 
portion of Kohelet was chanted by Batya Retsky and the 
Haftorah chanted by Bryna Kurtz. The D'var Torah was 
delivered by Karen Bieber. As chairperson of the BKI, 
Karen announced all of the awards that were given this 
past year.  Following the services everyone enjoyed a 
sumptuous Kiddush.

The awards for the past year are as follows:

Receiving their personal Tikkun for reading Torah 
four times: David Aizenberg, Clara Berman, Steve 
Hoffman, Joyce Joseph, Jamie Jacobsohn, Rachel 
Jacobsohn, Beth Jackson, Jack Leshem, Jacob Lissoos, 
Deena L. Pascal, Jordan Rozenfeld, Rana Rozenfeld, 
Hannah Shanes, Gabriel Small, Steve Lasin, Ronnie Jo 
Sokol, and Aaron Strauss.                                                                                                                     

Receiving Madrich/Madricha Certificates for reading 
136 verses of Torah: David Aizenberg, Ali Drumm, 
Daniel Hochberg, Joshua Hoffman, Roberta Kwall, Cara 
Madansky Stiebel, Aaron Pickard, and Aaron Strauss.

Receiving a silver Yad (Teen Level) for reading 136 
verses of Torah: David Aizenberg, Daniel Hochberg, 
Joshua Hoffman, and Aaron Pickard.

Receiving a Manhiega Certificate for reading 236 verses 
of Torah: Marcy Freeman.

Receiving a silver Yad, Shomeret, (adults/teens) for 
reading 500 verses of Torah: Jane Jackson (t), Francine 
Sherman(a), Ivy Stern(a).

Kol Ha’Kavod to all of the award recipients, we are very 
proud of them!
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Answering 
the Big 
Questions 
For Jewish 
Parents.

The Hanukkot have been stored away and the children and their 
families at the Paul S. and Sylvia Steinberg Pre-School are looking forward 
to all the wonderful activities we have planned for this winter season.

Our Parent Auxiliary has once again almost magically changed the 
Grossinger Brickman Activity Center into a Tu B'Shevat Forest. This 
year's “Extravaganza” celebrated the trees of Israel. There were puppet 
shows, water falls, and forest adventures as part of this Tu B'Shevat 
Celebration that connected our children to the Land of Israel and their 
responsibility to maintain the land. Our families participated in the NSS 
Beth El Shabbaton where they learned about all five senses as they said 

“Shabbat Shalom” and experienced the joy of Shabbat with the entire 
Synagogue community.  

At Tot Shabbat, families celebrated Shabbat at morning Services that 
were geared to pre-school aged children and their families. They sang and 
danced, marched with Sifrei Torah and had a special Kiddush. The children 
then sang Adon Olam from the bima of the Field Family Sanctuary.  

We look forward to our Shema Pajama Party when children, 
accompanied by their parents, will come back to school in the evening 
wearing their pajamas. They will hear a bed time story, sing some songs, 
and enjoy some snacks before they recite Shema and go home to sleep.

Our Terrific Tuesday Program includes a monthly drop in “Open 
Gym” for pre-school aged children from 3:30-4:30pm as well as evening 
adult seminars beginning at 8:00pm. Future “Open Gym” dates are 
January 15th and February 5th. On January 29th we will invite the local 
representatives from District #112 and Solomon Schechter Day School as 
well as our own teachers to discuss expectations for Kindergarten. 

The month of February ends with the celebration of Purim. Our 
children will be baking hamentashen, learning Purim Songs and 
celebrating this joyous holiday with costumes and a special Pre-School 
Carnival. Spring and Pesach cannot be far away! 

Registration is now underway for the 2013-2014 school year and 
for our 7 week summer camp for infants through 4 year olds. We have 
classes for infants through toddlers with an adult called “small and Tall”. 
Pre-School begins with Adult/ Toddler and Transition classes for children 
15 months old and continues through 4 year old Pre-Kindergarten. For 
information and to arrange a tour, please contact our Director, Caron 
Knopoff at the Pre-School office 847-432-2830.    

Caron Knopoff
Steinberg Pre-School Director

Paul S. and Sylvia Steinberg Pre-School

Open Gym and Story Time
January 15, February 5, March 12, April 9 and May 7
3:30–4:30pm

A “drop-in” activity hour for pre-school aged children ending with a 
story or music time. Adults will have time to visit one another while 
enjoying this special time with their children. For children ages 
birth to 5 years accompanied by an adult. 

Speaker Series
Parents/Caregivers Only
January 29;  8:00–9:30pm

Kindergarten – The Next Step

Kindergarten has changed since 
you were a child. How has it 
changed? What will your child do 
in kindergarten? What is a day like 
in kindergarten? Has the pre-school 
experience adequately prepared 
your child?   

Kindergarten teachers from 
Highland Park’s District 112 and 
Solomon Schechter Day School, 
along with teachers from the Paul 
S. & Sylvia Steinberg Pre-School, 
will give an overview of what to 
expect, let you know how your child 
has been prepared and answer your 
questions about this next big step 
in your child’s life.

This program is opened to all 
parents of children who will one 
day be in kindergarten. Contact 
anussbaum@nssbethel.org to 
register for this free program.  
Questions? Call the preschool 
office, 847-432-2830.
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Apricot Poppy Seed Cherry Chocolate

Raspberry Strawberry Total Amount Enclosed:  $

Name Phone

Address E-mail Address

City Zip

Return completed order form with payment in the form of a check to:
Beth El Youth Community
Attn: Hamentashen Orders
1175 Sheridan Road, Highland Park, IL 60035
Please make checks payable to NSSBE. All orders are by the dozen or half dozen. For one dozen, mark “1.”  For a half dozen, mark “1/2.”

Purim is coming, so order your hamentashen right away!
The Beth El Youth Community Bakers are at it again!  
Order delicious hamentashen for yourself and your friends.  
All proceeds go to Tikun Olam, USY's tzedakah fund. 

Order deadline Friday, February 8, 2013.
Only $12 per dozen in six great flavors! 

Orders can be picked up at the South Entrance of the synagogue at the 
Purim Carnival on February 24, 2013 from 9:00am to 1:00pm unless 
other arrangements are made. For more information or to make special 
pickup arrangements, call the Youth Community at 847-432-8903 x214 
or e-mail Sam at sisenstein@nssbethel.org.

Only 
$12 per dozen

in 
6 great flavors!
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There have been many outstanding Youth Community Programs the 
past couple of months. USYers have not only been having a great time at 
programs, but have also been very active in raising money for their Tikkun 
Olam Fund.  So far this year, they have raised over $1,500 and will keep 
fundraising throughout the year. One of their TO Fundraisers was the 
annual BEANS and CHUSY Region Turkey Dance. There were over 350 
Jewish teens in attendance. BEANS USY had the largest attendance of 
any chapter at CHUSYFest in November at Camp Chi. Kadima has also 
had many successful programs including a Fiesta Lounge Night and a 
Mystery Bus Ride Program. Shalom Club had their first off site program 
at LegoLand. It was a fantastic afternoon to learn about legos and enjoy 
the rides there. M&M Club kicked off the year with their first program 
where they learned about different reptiles and amphibians with the “Frog 
Lady”. On December 2, 63 K through 5th graders and their families came 
together to celebrate Hanukkah by playing games, creating crafts and 
eating edible menorahs and dreidels!

Calling all Jewish 8th Graders! You are invited to come to USY programs 
starting in January! We can’t wait to see you!

Kol No'ar
The Voice of the Youth–Beth El's Youth Community

Shalom Club at LegoLand

BEANS at CHUSYFest

NSSBE  
Purim Carnival

Sunday, February 24th, 2013

Purim Carnival will open after 
Megillah Reading and Services

10:30am–1:00pm

Come in costume! Enjoy 
inflatables, carnival games, 

prizes, popcorn, cotton candy, 
hamentashen, lunch,  

and more!!!

Mitzvah Opportunity:  
Bring cans of kosher non-

perishable foods to donate to 
those in need.

Questions about our Purim 
Carnival?

Contact Sam Isenstein at 
sisenstein@nssbethel.org  

or 847-432-8903 x214.
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BEANS USY 

On Tuesdays, January 8, 29, and February 19 and 26, there will be  
lounge night in the Horowitz Hoffman Youth Lounge (Lounge nights 
are $5, free for Activity Pass holders).   

Shabbat, January 26, USYers will lead the congregation in services for 
USY Shabbat. After Shabbat, BEANS USY will be taking their annual 
trip to Second City.  $30 for members, $40 for non members and Free 
for activity pass holders! RSVP to sisenstein@nssbethel.org required!

February 1-2, Join CHUSY Region for Midwinter Convention at BJUSY.  
Applications online! Saturday evening, February 9 NERF Domination 
Night! $10 for members $20 for non members free for Activity Pass 
holders!

Hamentashen Baking! Join USYers to bake hamentashens on February 5, 
12, and 14.

Weekend of Greatness is Back! February 16-18, BEANS and BJUSY 
join forces for a weekend in the Wisconsin Dells! Program costs $169 
with RSVP's before January 20. Program includes two nights in the 
Wisconsin Dells, Water parks, games, movies, amusement parks and 
more! Contact Sam Isenstein for more information! Purim Carnival 
Lock In! After the Megillah reading on Saturday, February 23, get locked 
in to help set up for Purim Carnival!  

USY award winning program is generously supported by the Barbara P. 
Hochberg USY Fund.

Kadima

Kadima will be having their first Lock In on January 12! Meet at Beth 
El at 6:30pm. $30 for members, $40 for non members and Free with 
Activity Pass! Stay tuned for more info!

Kadima will also be having lounge nights on Wednesday January 23 and 
February 13 and 27! ($10 for members, $15 for non members, Free for 
Activity Pass holders, includes dinner)

February 9, Kadima will be having a fantastic off site evening program.  
Meet in the Youth Lounge at 6:30 pm! More info to follow!
 
Shalom Club

On January 12, Shalom Club will meet for Shabbat Lunch and games 
($6 for lunch and program please pay before or after Shabbat!) January 
20 is when we'll see who's got the most Shalom Club Talent! 11:15am–
1:15pm! Meet in the Youth Lounge! ($10 for members, $15 for non 
members, Free for Activity pass holders.) Join Shalom Club for Lunch 
and games again on February 2. On February 20, Shalom Club will meet 
on a Wednesday evening (after CRS) 6:15pm–7:15pm for dinner and a 
social action project! 

M&M Club

On January 19, M&M Club will have Shabbat Lunch and games. Lunch 
will be $6 (please pay before or after Shabbat.) On January 27, M&M 
Club will have a special Tu B'Shevat iProgram (joint program with CRS) 
at the botanic gardens from 9:00–11:00am! On February 16, M&M 
will have another fantastic Shabbat Lunch and games!  

PB&J 

We will be having our first PB&J program on January 30 from 7:15–
8:15pm for dinner. ($10 for members, $15 for non members and free for 
activity pass holders)

Our community is made up of all kinds of different people. North 
Suburban Synagogue Beth El is trying to make our congregation more 
inclusive of families with children who have special needs and different 
abilities by continuing our Peer Buddies and Judaism Youth Community 
(PB&J). If you are interesting in finding out more information about 
PB&J please contact Samantha Isenstein, Youth Community Director. 
Save the Date for Beth El's annual Purim Carnival! Sunday, February 23!
 

Ramah Day Camp
It's a busy time at Ramah Day Camp! We are currently accepting 
camper enrollments as well as staff applications for Summer 2013. 
If you would like to register your camper or are interested in 
working at camp, please visit our website at www.ramahday.com or 
contact us at info@ramahday.com or 312-606-9316 x 221.

Ramah Sameach, our new holiday program for preschoolers (age 
3-5) is continuing. Join us at the camp (98 West Hintz Road in 
Wheeling) on Sunday, January 20 for a fun TuBishvat program. 
We'll be making crafts, singing baking treats and playing games. 
Please RSVP to info@ramahday.com or 312-606-9316 x221.

Save the date for our annual Summer in February! Join us on 
Sunday, February 10 from 2:00–3:30pm for an afternoon that will 
be fun for the whole family. Stay tuned for more details.

Upcoming Programs and Events!

BEANS Youth Community is a great way to make new friends, hang out with old ones, and have an awesome time. Still not a member of 
Beth El’s award winning youth community? It’s never too late. Contact Sam Isenstein, Youth Community Director, at siesntein@nssbethel.
org or at 847-432-8900 ext. 214 for more information regarding membership or any other questions regarding the Beth El Youth Community.  

Kol No'ar
The Voice of the Youth–Beth El's Youth Community
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- In honor of Alex Levine becoming a Bar Mitzvah - 
Jennifer and Alan Levine

- In honor of Darryl Temkin being the Hatan 
B'reishit - Ronald and Eileen Goldberg

- In honor of Donald and Suzanne Horwitz's 
grandson - Harris and Sharon Goldenberg

- In honor of Ernie Smolen being honored on 
Simchat Torah as Hatan Torah 
- Renee, Elliot, Howard and Jessica Roth
- Ronald and Eileen Goldberg

- In honor of Gail and Andrew Brown's birthdays - 
Jonathan Feiger & Nancy Laben

- In honor of Gabrielle Gurtz's 40th birthday - 
Raymond Hara

- In honor of Ian Isaac Salinas becoming a Bar 
Mitzvah - Edward and Sari Salinas

- In honor of Leslie Apter being the Kol 
Ha'Nearim - Ronald and Eileen Goldberg

- In honor of Lexi Kovitz becoming a Bat Mitzvah 
and with appreciation to Rabbi Kurtz - Mitch 
and Sari Kovitz

- In honor of Nathaniel and Gabriel Small 
becoming B'nai Mitzvah - Jay Prystowsky and 
Renee Solomon

- In honor of the birth of Sharon and Harris 
Goldenberg's granddaughter - Samuel and Irene 
Shanes

- In honor of speedy services - Michael Kesner
- In honor of the birth of Marvin and Susan 
Wenger's granddaughter, Vivian - Jeffrey and 
Michele Glass

- In honor of the birth of our grandson, Daniel 
Maurice Richman, and with appreciation to 
Rabbi Kurtz - Michael and Sara Sher

- In honor of the birth of Patricia Shaprio's 
grandson, Jordan Harris - Harris and Sharon 
Goldenberg

- In honor of the marriage of our son, Justin to 
Rachel Gross and with appreciation to Rabbi 
Kurtz - Renee and Eugene Goldfarb

- In honor of the marriage of William and 
Marianne Horowitz's daughter, Julie to Matt - 
Ronald and Eileen Goldberg

- In memory of A. Sidney Katz, beloved husband 
and with appreciation to Rabbi Kurtz – Sheela Katz

- In memory of Abraham Dobkin, beloved father - 
David and Janice Lasky

- In memory of Abraham Dobkin, beloved
grandfather - Jori and Leah Brajer

- In memory of Abraham Shanes, beloved father - 
Samuel and Irene Shanes

Rabbi Kurtz's Discretionary Fund 

Todah Rabbah We are grateful for the following contributions:

- In memory of Alex Knopfler, beloved father and 
with sincere appreciation to Rabbi Kurtz - Carol 
Ruderman

- In memory of Alex Knopfler, beloved father of 
Carol Ruderman and Rena Sternberg 
- The Elisco Family
- Barry and Terri Wallach

- In memory of Alexander Turner, beloved father - 
Amos and Edith Turner

- In memory of Ann Davenport, beloved sister - 
Miriam Tabachnik

- In memory of Anna Citro, beloved mother of 
Sherry Kantar - Sherry Kantar

- In memory of Arthur and Rose Kramer and 
Harold and Jeannette Stiller, our beloved parents - 
Thomas and Harriet Stiller
- In memory of Arthur Raymek, beloved brother 
of Joyce Pollack - Zella Ludwig

- In memory of beloved brother of Maxine and 
Robert Greenstein - Bruno and Ruth Fischer

- In memory of Bernard Hirsch, beloved husband - 
Adele Hirsch

- In memory of Blanche Levy, beloved mother of 
Judith Miller 
- Samuel and Irene Shanes
- Lewis and Terry Milton

- In memory of Blanche Levy, beloved mother and 
with appreciation to Rabbi Kurtz - Allan and 
Judy Miller

- In memory of Burt Wilens, beloved husband 
and Esau and Ethel Cohodes, beloved parents - 
Helen Wilens

- In memory of Charles English, beloved of Anne 
Rossen - Elise, Ira, Marc, Josh and Rachel Frost

- In memory of Daniel S. Schechter, beloved 
husband - Sally Joan Schechter

- In memory of Daniel S. Schechter, beloved 
husband of Sally Schechter - John Colman

- In memory of David Coren, Issac and Henry 
Strauss, Lewis and Celia Coren, Claire Breyer - 
Robert and Linda Palay

- In memory of David Isaac Coren, beloved son - 
Arthur and Judith Coren

- In memory of Deborah Ann Kaplan, beloved 
daughter of Ruth and Bruno Fischer 
- Ruth and David Margolin
- Lorna Greenspahn
- Miriam Tabachnik

- In memory of Elaine Krumbein, beloved wife of
Eliezer Krumbein and beloved mother of Debbi 
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Dworin and Aaron Krumbein 
- Albert and Eleanor Boxerman
- Mark and Robin Greenberger
- Zella Ludwig

- In memory of Eleanor Strauss, beloved mother - 
Benton and Sandra Strauss

- In memory of Elmer Bucack, beloved husband of 
Ruth Burack and beloved father of Robert Burack 
- Fern Mendelson
- Isis Melek Ghobrial
- Lorna Greenspahn

- In memory of Esther and Harry Shlensky, beloved 
mother and father - Melvin and Lenore Blum

- In memory of Esther Mizel, beloved mother, 
Phillip Mizel, beloved father, Norman Mizel, 
beloved brother, Edmund Mizel, beloved brother - 
Gerald and Liora Mizel

- In memory of Evelyn Pomerantz, beloved sister - 
Daniel Nast Jr. and Dolly Nast

- In memory of Fannie Friefeld, beloved mother-
in-law - Ethel Friefeld

- In memory of Frank Igolka - Ellen and Steven Lasin
- In memory of Harold Goldenberg, beloved 
father and with appreciation to Rabbi Kurtz - 
Gail Greenspahn

- In memory of Harold Goldenberg, beloved 
father of Gail Greensphan  
- Libby and Jay Goldenberg
- Marilyn & Rodney Slutzky

- In memory of Harold Olshansky, beloved 
husband - Shelia Olshansky

- In memory of Harry Pluda, beloved uncle - 
Sidney and Natalie Rosenberg

- In memory of Harry Reisin, beloved father and 
Seymour Vishny, beloved brother - Bernard and 
Elaine Reisin

- In memory of Janet DeKoven, beloved mother and 
with appreciation to Rabbi Kurtz - Mona Fishbane

- In memory of Jerome Sternberg, beloved father 
of Robert Sternberg - Carol and Jim Nathanson

- In memory of Joan Sterns, beloved mother - Jay 
and Mindy Sterns

- In memory of Joseph Wexler, beloved grandfather - 
Paul and Eileen Goldstein

- In memory of Juleanne Rosenfeld, beloved 
mother of Sara Coven 
- Arlene and Jeffrey Levin
- Eleanor and Albert Boxerman

- In memory of Julius Citro, beloved stepfather of 
Sherry Kanter - Sherry Kantar

- In memory of Lorraine Gordon, beloved mother 
and grandmother - David and Barbara Lansing

Rabbi Kurtz's Discretionary Fund 

Todah Rabbah

- In memory of Lorraine Tursky, beloved mother - 
Robert and Ellen Doppelt

- In memory of Louis Bloom - Irwin and Linda 
Magad

- In memory of Madlyn Spark, beloved mother 
and with appreciation to Rabbi Kurtz - Bruce 
Marshall

- In memory of Mae Olshansky, beloved mother-
in-law - Shelia Olshansky

- In memory of Maurice Berlinsky, beloved father - 
Jay and Joyce Berlinsky

- In memory of Maurice Olshansky, beloved 
father-in-law - Shelia Olshansky

- In memory of Maxine Greenstein's beloved brother 
- Joseph and Susan Ament
- Sally Aaron

- In memory of Merle Mattenson, beloved 
husband of Nissah Mattenson and beloved father 
of Abra Alscher and Robin Small 
- Esta and Al Star
- Harold and Eileen Lederman
- Marvin and Sara Siegel

- In memory of Michael Simkin, beloved husband 
of Merle Simkin, beloved father of Bryan, 
Melissa, Jason 
- Gary Gordon & Marilyn Hirsch
- Richard and Pamela Schlosberg

- In memory of Milbert Fein, beloved father - 
Sherry Kantar

- In memory of Molly Warren and Ethel Perman, 
beloved mothers - Sherwyn and Irvina Warren

- In memory of Myndel J. Rubin, beloved mother 
of Marlene Senescu 
- Gerald Gordon
- Warren G. Lavey

- In memory of Myndel Rubin, beloved mother 
and with appreciation for the warm support of 
Rabbi Kurtz - Marlene Senescu

- In memory of N. Arthur Rubinoff, beloved 
father and with appreciation to Rabbi Kurtz - 
Harry and Karen Rubinoff

- In memory of Rachel Wladawsky - Isaac and 
Myriam Reiser

- In memory of Randall Horwitz, beloved father 
- Jori and Leah Brajer
- David and Janice Lasky

- In memory of Raphael Hirsch, beloved brother-
in-law - Adele Hirsch

- In memory of Roberta Hara, beloved wife - 
Raymond Hara

- In memory of Rose and Nathan Finch - Bess Finch
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- In memory of Roslyn Greenfield “Grandma 
Rozzie”- Susan, Jason, Amelia, Ari, Elliott, and 
Sadie Millner

- In memory of Roslyn Greenfield, beloved mother 
of Barbara Berger - Iris and Hal Goodman

- In memory of Roslyn Greenfield, beloved wife of 
Milton Greenfield - Bernard and Elaine Reisin

- In memory of Roslyn Greenfield, beloved wife 
and with appreciation to Rabbi Kurtz - Milton 
Greenfield

- In memory of Roslyn Greenfield, beloved wife, 
mother, and grandmother and with appreciation 
to Rabbi Kurtz - Ira and Barbara Berger

- In memory of Sarah Siegel, beloved mother - 
Shael and Myrna Siegel

- In memory of Serene Sommer, beloved mother - 
Adrienne Garland

- In memory of Sherwin Geiderman, beloved 
husband and with appreciation to Rabbi Kurtz - 
Ruth Geiderman

- In memory of Sherwin Geiderman, beloved 
husband of Ruth Geiderman 
- Lois Krause
- Phyllis Dubin
- Linda Ray
- Joseph and Susan Ament
- Robert Berger
- Zerna Bransky
- Vernon and Ellice Debolt
- Eileen Lait
- Robert and Virginia Coplan
- Suzanne and Leon Mendelsohn
- Robert and Harriet Rosenman
- Bob and Millie Weber

- In memory of Shirley Breinberg, beloved mother - 
Sidney and Natalie Rosenberg

- In memory of Sidney Feitelberg, beloved brother - 
Philip and Doreen Feitelberg

- In memory of Stephen Nyeste, beloved father - 
James Nyeste and Marla Hand

- In memory of Susanne Spellberg, beloved mother 
of Alan Spellberg - Samuel and Irene Shanes

- In memory of Tillie Shanes, beloved mother and 
grandmother - Samuel and Irene Shanes

Rabbi Kurtz's Discretionary Fund 
(continued)

- In memory of Victor Kanter, beloved grandfather - 
Marvin and Joyce Juron

- In memory of William B. Strauss, beloved father - 
Benton and Sandra Strauss

- In memory of William J. Howard, beloved 
husband - Daniel Nast Jr. and Dolly Nast

- In memory of Zelig Sered, beloved father - 
Melvin and Hedy Sered

- With appreciation for an extraordinary evening - 
Jeffrey and Roberta Kwall

- With appreciation for being honored as Hatan 
Torah and with appreciation to Rabbi Kurtz - 
Ernest Smolen

- With appreciation for Donald and Lois 
Chudacoff 's gracious hospitality and friendship - 
Merrill Nassau

- With appreciation for participation in Michael's 
conversion - Stephen and Carol Weiss

- With appreciation for Rabbi Kurtz - Marvin and 
Joyce Juron

- With appreciation for my Aliyah - Robert Hara
- With appreciation for the Aliyah we received for our 
30th wedding anniversary and with appreciation to 
Rabbi Kurtz - Bruno and Ruth Fischer

- With appreciation for the High Holiday honor - 
David and Elizabeth Copeland

- With appreciation for the women who helped 
with the shiva of Marvin Small - Stanley and 
Constance Yaffe

- With appreciation to join Yom Kippur services 
with the Wasserman-Smith family - Paula Tova 
Londe

- With appreciation to Rabbi Kurtz for all his visits 
with Dennis - Dennis and Amy Pessis

- With appreciation to Rabbi Kurtz for Brandon 
Weiss' bris and Michael Peck's conversion - 
Jeremy and Racheal Weiss

- With appreciation to Rabbi Kurtz for conducting 
Jackie and Matt's wedding ceremony - Michael  
& Judith Lavin

- With appreciation - Nathan and Jane Pickus
- With appreciation - Janice and Richard Small

Todah Rabbah

Rabbi Schwab's Discretionary Fund - In honor of Aaron Retsky becoming a Bar 
Mitzvah - Earl and Rochelle Rubinoff and Family

- In honor of Alex Levine becoming a Bar Mitzvah - 
Jennifer and Alan Levine

- In honor of Lexi Kovitz becoming a Bat Mitzvah - 
Mr. Dick & Hinda Shamberg

- In honor of Mark Fox becoming a Bar Mitzvah - 
Jay Prystowsky and Renee Solomon

- In honor of speedy services - Michael Kesner
- In honor of the birth of Melvin and Roselynn 
Roseman's granddaughters, Noami and 
Samantha - Leonard and Rochelle Foxman

We are grateful for the following contributions:
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Rabbi Schwab's Discretionary 
Fund (continued)

- In honor of the birth of our grandson Daniel 
Maurice Richman and with appreciation to 
Rabbi Schwab - Michael and Sara Sher

- In honor of the wedding anniversary ceremony 
of our parents and with appreciation to Rabbi 
Schwab - Victor & Jacqueline Meskin

- In memory of Alfred Feller, beloved husband, 
father and grandfather - Annette Feller

- In memory of Ben Ami Nachmiel Cooperman, 
beloved son - David and Dena Cooperman

- In memory of Bertha Goldstein M.D., beloved 
mother - Paul and Eileen Goldstein

- In memory of Blanche Levy, beloved mother - 
Alan and Judith Miller

- In memory of Daniel S. Schechter, beloved 
husband - Sally Joan Schechter

- In memory of Deborah Kaplan, beloved 
daughter of Ruth and Bruno Fischer - Michael 
and Beth Cohn

- In memory of Dr. Zayne Wilk, beloved brother - 
Roger and Ronnie Wilk

- In memory of Elaine Krumbein, beloved wife of 
Eliezer Krumbein and beloved mother of Debbi 
Dworin and Aaron Krumbein - Gloria Zieve

- In memory of Freida, beloved grandmother - 
Paul and Eileen Goldstein

- In memory of Harold Hymen, beloved father 
of Mira Temkin - NSS Beth El Social Action 
Committee

- In memory of Herbert J. Gross, beloved husband - 
Alice Gross

- In memory of Hortense Jacobson, beloved 
mother of Dr. Ronald I. Jacobson - Norman and 
Kim Kurlan and Family

- In memory of Janet DeKoven, beloved mother 
and with appreciation to Rabbi Schwab - Mona 
Fishbane

- In memory of Lorraine Tursky, beloved mother - 
Robert and Ellen Doppelt

- In memory of Martin Spieler, beloved husband - 
Anita Spieler

- In memory of Mose Winick, beloved father - 
Adrian and Linda Winick

- In memory of Myndel Rubin, beloved mother 
and with appreciation to Rabbi Schwab - 
Marlene Senescu

- In memory of Nathan Goldstein, beloved father - 
Paul and Eileen Goldstein

- In memory of Rose Kramer, beloved mother - 
Thomas and Harriet Stiller
- In memory of Sarah Epstein - Ellen and Steven 
Lasin

- In memory of Sherwin Geiderman, beloved 
husband and with appreciation to Rabbi Schwab - 
Ruth Geiderman

- In memory of Sherwin Geiderman, beloved 
husband of Ruth Geiderman - Laura Sherman

- In memory of Steve Goodman's beloved brother-
in-law - Barbara and David Lansing

- In memory of Tobie Ehrlich, beloved mother of 
Burton Ehrlich - David and Barbara Lansing

- With appreciation for participating in Michael's 
conversion - Stephen and Carol Weiss

- With appreciation for Rabbi Schwab 
- Andrew and Laurie Hochberg
- Ernest Smolen
- Marvin and Sara Siegel

- With appreciation to Rabbi Schwab for Brandon 
Weiss' bris and Michael Peck's Conversion - 
Jeremy and Racheal Weiss

- With appreciation to Rabbi Schwab on the 
occasion of the naming of our granddaughter, 
Hannah - Rinna and Eric Maletsky

- With appreciation - Janice and Richard Small

Hazzan's Discretionary Fund - In honor of Alex Levine becoming a Bar Mitzvah - 
Jennifer and Alan Levine

- In honor of Davida Goller becoming a Bat Mitzvah 
- Scott and Karen Bieber
- Dan and Honey Bronson
- Steven and Carol Weiss
- Ellen and Philip Glass
- Gail and Bruce Greenspahn
- Gerry Kaplan
- Ellen and Steven Lasin
- Terri and Michael Lipsitz

- Robin and David Nankin
- Rochelle and Earl Rubinoff and Family
- Nathan and Jane Pickus
- Michael and Karen Kesner
- Chana Anderson
- Joel and Frances Rabinowitz
- Samuel and Irene Shanes
- Michael and Anita Katz
- Mark and Robin Greenberger
- David and Barbara Lansing

- In honor of speedy services - Michael Kesner

Todah Rabbah



26January-February 2013/ Tevet-Adar 5773

Hazzan's Discretionary Fund 
(continued)

- In honor of the birth of our grandson, Daniel 
Maurice Richman, and with appreciation to 
Hazzan Goller - Michael and Sara Sher

- In honor of the marriage of our son, Justin to 
Rachel Gross and with appreciation to Hazzan 
Goller - Renee and Eugene Goldfarb

- In memory of Alexander Knopfler, beloved father 
and with appreciation to Hazzan Goller - Carol 
Ruderman

- In memory of Barbara and Seymour Regal and with 
appreciation to Hazzan Goller - Seymour Regal

- In memory of Daniel S. Schechter, beloved 
husband - Sally Joan Schechter

- In memory of Elaine Krumbein, beloved wife of 
Eliezer Krumbein and beloved mother of Debbi 
Dworin and Aaron Krumbein - Howard and 
Pennie Fields

- In memory of Janet Dekoven, beloved mother 
and with appreciation to Hazzan Goller - Mona 
Fishbane

- In memory of Kent Pearlman, beloved grandson - 
Marvin and Joyce Juron

- In memory of Sherwin Geiderman, beloved 
husband and with appreciation to Hazzan Goller - 
Ruth Geiderman

- With appreciation to Hazzan Goller for all that 
he has given in the years past - Ernest Smolen

- With appreciation to Hazzan Goller for Brandon 
Weiss' bris and Michael Peck's Conversion - 
Jeremy and Racheal Weiss

- With appreciation to Hazzan Goller for his 
discussion and services - Sally Aaron

- With appreciation to Hazzan Goller for 
officiating at Jackie and Matt's wedding - 
Michael and Judith Lavin

- With appreciation to security guards Dave and 
Tommy of Accord - Marvin and Joyce Juron

Todah Rabbah We are grateful for the following contributions:

Adolph M. and Lottye Jacobson Israel 
Scholarship Endowment Fund 

- With appreciation - Harvey and Ellen Jacobson

Andrew and Gail Brown Technology 
Endowment Fund 

- In honor of Aaron Retsky becoming a Bar 
Mitzvah - Andrew and Gail Brown

- In honor of Abigail Blumenthal becoming a Bat 
Mitzvah - Andrew and Gail Brown

- In honor of Alexander Levine becoming a Bar 
Mitzvah - Andrew and Gail Brown

- In honor of Cameron and Taylor Warren becoming 
B'nai Mitzvah - Andrew and Gail Brown

- In honor of Emma Halfin becoming a Bat 
Mitzvah - Andrew and Gail Brown

- In honor of Ethan and Nathaniel Small
becoming B'nai Mitzvah - Andrew and Gail 
Brown

- In honor of Ian Salinas becoming a Bar Mitzvah - 
Andrew and Gail Brown

- In honor of Lexi Kovitz becoming a Bat Mitzvah - 
Andrew and Gail Brown

- In honor of Mark Fox becoming a Bar Mitzvah - 
Andrew and Gail Brown

- In honor of Nancy Iden becoming a Bat Mitzvah - 
Andrew and Gail Brown

- In honor of Sarah Tenner becoming a Bat 
Mitzvah - Andrew and Gail Brown

Ba'al Korei Institute Fund - In memory of Hazzan Alan Smolen, beloved 
father - Ernest Smolen

- In memory of Blanche Levy, beloved mother of 
Judith Miller - Gerald and Adrienne Lasin

- In memory of Daniel S. Schechter, beloved 
husband of Sally Schechter - Richard and Pamela 
Schlosberg

- In memory of Edward Yore, beloved father - 
Mayer Stiebel and Cara Madansky-Stiebel

- In memory of Gene Igolka - Ellen and Steven Lasin

- In memory of Sherwin Geiderman, beloved 
husband of Ruth Geiderman - Gerald and 
Adrienne Lasin

- With appreciation for the Ba'al Korei Institute - 
Ernest Smolen
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Bernard H. Sokol Hebrew High 
School Fund 

- In honor of Cameron and Taylor Warren 
becoming B'nai Mitzvah - Jay Prystowsky and 
Renee Solomon

- In memory of Blanche Levy, beloved mother of 
Judith Miller - Judy & Art Tepfer

- In memory of Juleanne Rosenfeld, beloved 
mother - Sara Coven

- In memory of Miriam Sokol, our beloved cousin - 
Sandy Starkman, Larry, Uri and Avarm Pachter

- In memory of Miriam Sokol, beloved mother - 
Ronnie Jo Sokol

Beth El Camp Scholarship Fund - In memory of Alexander Knopfler, beloved father 
of Carol Ruderman and Rena Sternberg - Mr. 
and Mrs. Gary Rothbart

- In memory of Arthur Raymek, beloved brother 
of Joyce Pollack - Fran and Joel Rabinowitz

- In memory of Gladys Shapiro's beloved brother - 
Nancy and Alan Gandelman

- In memory of Linda Sue Kesselman, beloved 
sister of Judy Kessel - Judy and Art Tepfer

- In memory of Steven Shapiro's beloved uncle - 
Nancy and Alan Gandelman

Cal and Lana Eisenberg Halomdim 
Program Endowment Fund 

- In memory of Mary Cohen, beloved mother - 
Calvin and Lana Eisenberg

- In memory of Jerome Cohen, beloved father - 
Calvin and Lana Eisenberg

Camp Ramah Scholarship 
Endowment Fund

- In memory of Elaine Krumbein, beloved wife of 
Eliezer Krumbein and beloved mother of Debbi 
Dworin and Aaron Krumbein - Babette and 
Mark Daskin

- In honor of Jill Leiderman and Rob's marriage - 
Cathy and Jeff Fireman

Capital Improvement Fund - In memory of Alexander Knopfler, beloved father 
of Carol Ruderman and Rena Sternberg - Marcy 
and Kenneth Levin

- In memory of Daniel S. Schechter, beloved husband 
of Sally Schechter - Marcy and Kenneth Levin

- In memory of Harold Hymen, beloved father of
Mira Temkin - Marcy and Kenneth Levin

- Wishing a complete and speedy recovery to Morton 
Steinberg - Marcy and Ken Levin

Edward S. Frank Israel Study 
Memorial Endowment Fund 

- In memory of Edward Frank - Ben and Wendy 
Frank

- In memory of Juleanne Rosenfeld, beloved 
mother of Sara Coven 
- Edward and Paulette Margulies
- Stephen and Carol Weiss

- In memory of Merle Mattenson, beloved 
husband of Nissah Mattenson and beloved father 
of Abra Alscher and Robin Small - Stephen and 
Carol Weiss

Earl Linch Holocaust Memorial 
Endowment Fund 

- With appreciation - Linch Family 

General Endowment Fund - In honor of Ruth Lion and David Rosenbloom - 
Bess Finch
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General Israel Scholarship Fund 

Todah Rabbah

- In memory of Blanche Levy, beloved mother of 
Judith Miller 
- Howard and Sandra Turner
- Chana Anderson

- In memory of Deborah Kaplan, beloved 
daughter of Ruth and Bruno Fischer - Milton 
and Iona Levenfeld

- In memory of Elaine Krumbein, beloved wife of 
Eliezer Krumbein and beloved mother of Debbi 
Dworin and Aaron Krumbein - Howard and 
Sandra Turner

- In memory of Harold Hymen, beloved father of 
Mira Temkin 
- Chana Anderson
- Howard and Sandra Turner

- In memory of Maxine Greenstein's beloved
brother - Howard and Sandra Turner

- In memory of Merle Mattenson, beloved 
husband of Nissah Mattenson and beloved father 
of Abra Alscher and Robin Small - Milton and 
Iona Levenfeld

- In memory of Milton Perlman, beloved father of 
Daniel Perlman - Chana Anderson

- In memory of Miriam Hirsch, beloved mother of 
Judith Hirsch-Zelin - Chana Anderson

- In memory of Sherwin Geidermam, beloved 
husband of Ruth Geiderman - Howard and 
Sandra Turner

- In memory of Betty Ann Levin's beloved nephew - 
Howard and Sandra Turner

Gerald and Rita Buckman Yom 
Ha'atzmaut Program Endowment 
Fund 

- In memory of Alex Knopfler, beloved father of 
Carol Ruderman and Rena Sternberg - Rita 
Buckman

- In memory of Arthur Raymek, beloved brother 
of Joyce Pollack - Gerald and Rita Buckman

- In memory of Elmer Burack, beloved husband of 
Ruth Burack - Gerald and Rita Buckman

- In memory of Elaine Krumbein, beloved wife of 
Eliezer Krumbein and beloved mother of Debbi 
Dworin and Aaron Krumbein - Gerald and Rita 
Buckman

Gertrude Lederman Family 
Continuing Education Fund 

- In memory of Elaine Krumbein, beloved wife of 
Eliezer Krumbein and beloved mother of Debbi 
Dworin and Aaron Krumbein 
- Gerry Kaplan
- Michael and Judi Greenberg
- Stephen and Carol Weiss

Glass/Goldman Endowment 
Program Fund 

- In memory of Merle Mattenson, beloved 
husband of Nissah Mattenson and beloved father 
of Abra Alscher and Robin Small - Ronald and 
Judith Sharlach

Jack and Mildred Cohen Religious 
School Gift Fund 

- In honor of Benjamin and Bernice Cohen - Jerry 
and Elaine Baker

- In honor of Dave and Pete from Accord Security - 
David and Sandra Crasko

- In honor of Myndel Rubin, beloved mother of 
Marlene Senescu - Pearl White

- In memory of Bernard Rosenberg, beloved father 
of Dr. Michael S. Rosenberg - Michael S. and 
Carol Rosenberg

- In memory of David Epstein, beloved of Daniel 
Epstein - Howard and Lois Hirschfield

- In memory of Gertrude Sher, beloved
grandmother - Michael and Sara Sher

- In memory of Meyer Retsky, beloved father - 
Sidney and Batya Retsky

- In memory of Mildred Cohen, beloved mother - 
Howard and Lois Hirschfield

- In memory of Rose Maslowsky - Norman and 
Naomi Maslow

- In memory of Elaine Krumbein, beloved wife of 
Eliezer Krumbein and beloved mother of Debbi 
Dworin and Aaron Krumbein - Marcy and Ken 
Levin

We are grateful for the following contributions:
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Kopin Family Fund for Children's T'filot 
Education Endowment Fund  

- In honor of Abigail Blumenthal becoming a Bat 
Mitzvah - Shael and Myrna Siegel

- In honor of the engagement of Beth and Jeff 
Kopin's daughter Samantha to Yoni - Harris and 
Sharon Goldenberg

- In memory of Milton Trushinsky, beloved 
brother of Maxine Greenstein 
- Shael and Myrna Siegel
- Myrna Kopin

Jean T. & Morton Bernstein 
Camp Ramah Endowment Fund 

- In honor of the birth of Margaret and Alan 
Silberman's granddaughter Emily Sarah - Harris 
and Sharon Goldenberg

- Wishing a complete and speedy recovery to Mort 
Steinberg - Harris and Sharon Goldenberg

- In memory of Elaine Krumbein, beloved wife of
Eliezer Krumbein and beloved mother of Debbi 
Dworin and Aaron Krumbein - Morton and 
Miriam Steinberg

Joseph and Mae Gray Cultural 
and Learning Center Fund 

- In honor of Avi Coven's engagement - Andrew 
and Gail Brown

- In honor of Davida Goller becoming a Bat 
Mitzvah - Greta DeBofsky

- In honor of Rachel Krumbein's engagement - 
Andrew and Gail Brown

- In honor of the birth of Alan and Nancy 
Gandelman's grandchild - Andrew and Gail 
Brown

- In memory of Arthur DeBofsky, beloved 
husband - Greta DeBofsky

- In memory of Blanche Levy, beloved mother of 
Judith Miller - Leon and Linda Gottlieb

- In memory of Deborah Ann Kaplan, beloved 
daughter of Ruth and Bruno Fischer - Leon and 
Linda Gottlieb

- In memory of Janice Friedman, beloved sister of 
Rabbi Vernon Kurtz - Leon and Linda Gottlieb

- In memory of Roberta Goldman's beloved 
mother - Leon and Linda Gottlieb

- In memory of Sheila Kunik, beloved sister - 
Greta DeBofsky

- In memory of Daniel S. Schechter, beloved 
husband of Sally Schechter - Michael and Susan 
Millenson

- In memory of Sherwin Geiderman, beloved 
husband of Ruth Geiderman - Melvin and Hedy 
Sered

- In honor of the birth of Nancy and Alan 
Gandelman's grandson - Harry and Arlene Feiger

- In memory of Elaine Krumbein, beloved wife of 
Eliezer Krumbein and beloved mother of Debbi 
Dworin and Aaron Krumbein 
- Harry and Arlene Feiger
- Bobbie and Len Tenner

- In memory of Max Stark, beloved father - 
Natalie Weinstein

- With appreciation for our Ark opening on Rosh 
Hashana and in memory of Milton Ellenby - 
Alan and Susan Ellenby

Kurtz Family Youth Endowment Fund  - In honor of Bryna Kurtz's special birthday - 
Harris and Sharon Goldenberg

- In memory of Bernard C. Kurtz, beloved father - 
Rabbi Vernon and Bryna Kurtz

- In memory of Elaine Krumbein, beloved wife of
Eliezer Krumbein and beloved mother of Debbi 
Dworin and Aaron Krumbein - Zena Wise

- In memory of Frank Gula, beloved uncle – 
Rabbi Vernon and Bryna Kurtz

- In memory of Larry Tayne, beloved husband, 
father and grandfather - Charlotte Tayne Avraham

Maot Chitim Fund - In memory of Daniel S. Schechter, beloved 
husband of Sally Schechter - Maxine Greenstein

- In memory of Harold Goldenberg, beloved 
father of Gail Greenspahn - Marla Hand

- In memory of John Ferns, beloved brother 
of Eileen Goldberg - Steven Blum and Leslie 
Herzog
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Maxwell Abbell Library Fund - In honor of Eleanor Boxerman's special birthday - 
Joan Groner

- In honor of Ernie Smolen on his being Hatan 
Torah - Robert and Maxine Greenstein

- In honor of Jeff and Beth Kopin's daughter, 
Samantha's engagement to Yoni Silverman - 
Robert and Maxine Greenstein

- In honor of Myrna Kopin's granddaughter, 
Samantha Kopin's engagement to Yoni 
Silverman - Robert and Maxine Greenstein

- In memory of Alexander Knopfler, beloved father 
of Carol Ruderman and Rena Sternberg 
- Jeffrey and Michele Glass
- Michael and Sara Sher

- In memory of Barbara Berger's beloved mother - 
Michael and Sara Sher

- In memory of Janet DeKoven, beloved mother of 
Mona Fishbane - Steven and Frances Shapiro

- In memory of Larry Dobkin - Robert and 
JoEllen Lidov

- In memory of Merle Mattenson, beloved 
husband of Nissah Mattenson - Steven and 
Frances Shapiro

- In memory of Roslyn Greenfield, beloved 
mother of Barbara Berger - Robert and Maxine 
Greenstein

- In memory of Selma Stern and Alfred Stern, 
beloved mother and brother - Arnold and Hilda 
Reingold

- In memory of Sherwin Geiderman, beloved 
husband of Ruth Geiderman - Robert and 
Maxine Greenstein

- In memory of Avra Shoshana Tovian, beloved 
daughter of Merle and Steven Tovian - Sandy 
Starkman, Larry, Uri and Avarm Pachter

- In memory of Elaine Krumbein, beloved wife of 
Eliezer Krumbein and beloved mother of Debbi 
Dworin and Aaron Krumbein - Fran and Joel 
Rabinowitz

Minyan Service Fund - In appreciation of my aliyah - Felissa Kreindler
- In honor of my Shabbat galilah – Felissa 
Kreindler

- In honor of Shirley Scheinman's birthday - 
Andrea and Sandy Weber

- In honor of Ernie Smolen - Robert and Marcy 
Freeman

- In honor of my team: Sandy Starkman, Roni 
Weiss, Richard Small and Herb Isaacs - Felissa 
Kreindler

- In memory of Alex Turner, beloved son - Amos 
and Edith Turner

- In memory of Arthur Levin, beloved father of 
Leslie Glazer - Marlene and Seth Halpern

- In memory of Bernard A. Cohen, beloved 
husband - Mrs. Marion Cohen

- In memory of Charles Scheinman, beloved 
grandfather - David and Barbara Lansing

- In memory of Chloye Mirman, beloved brother - 
Elliot and Doris Mirman

- In memory of Deborah Ann Kaplan, beloved 
daughter of Ruth and Bruno Fischer 
- Jeanette Massey
- Bob and Millie Weber

- In memory of Doris Smolen, beloved wife - 
Ernest Smolen

- In memory of Elaine Krumbein, beloved mother 
and grandmother - Aaron, Ellen Abbie, Rachel 
and Ari Krumbein

- In memory of Etta Kanter, beloved grandmother - 
Marvin and Joyce Juron

- In memory of Ezra Kaplan, beloved father - 
Bernard and Jean Kaplan

- In memory of Merle Mattenson, beloved 
husband of Nissah Mattenson and beloved father 
of Abra Alscher and Robin Small - Aaron and 
Phyllis Cohodes

- In memory of Mildred and Murray Werker, 
beloved parents - Sheila Goldberg

- In memory of Robert Leiderman, beloved 
brother - Michael and Hermine Leiderman

- In memory of Rosetta Rosenblatt, beloved 
mother - Marvin and Joyce Juron

- In memory of Sherwin Geiderman, beloved 
husband of Ruth Geiderman - Gerry Kaplan

- In memory of Abraham Frydman, beloved father - 
Morris Frydman and June Back Frydman

- In memory of Anita and Orville Rosen, beloved 
mother and father - Judy Isenberg

- In memory of Benjamin Freifeld, beloved father 
in law - Marilyn Freifeld

- In memory of Chana Mirman, beloved mother - 
Elliot and Doris Mirman

- In memory of Harold Goldenberg, beloved 
father of Gail Greenspahn 
- David and Barbara Lansing
- Paul and Michelle Pessis

We are grateful for the following contributions:
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Minyan Service Fund
(continued)

- In memory of Harry Archie Delansky, beloved
father and grandfather - Sanford and Glenda 
Mason

- In memory of Irving and Ida Wenger, beloved 
mother and father - Marvin and Susan Wenger

- In memory of Joseph I. Lipsman, beloved father - 
William and Wendy Lipsman
- In memory of Melvin Levin - Arlene and Jeffrey 
Levin

- In memory of N. Arthur Rubinoff, beloved 
father - Earl and Rochelle Rubinoff

- In memory of our loved ones at Yizkor - Larry 
and Ellen Goldstein

- In memory of our loved ones in the Karp and 
Gross families at Yizkor - Alice Gross

Music Fund - In honor of Davida Goller becoming a Bat 
Mitzvah 
- Marlene and Seth Halpern & Family
- Richard and Pamela Schlosberg

- In memory of Sherwin Geiderman, beloved 
husband of Ruth Geiderman - Douglas Schwartz 
and Cyndee Schaffer

Paul S. and Sylvia Steinberg  
Pre-School Fund 

- In honor of William and Marianne Horowitz's 
daughter, Julie's marriage to Matt - Steinberg 
Pre-school Staff

- In honor of Davida Goller becoming a Bat 
Mitzvah - Caron and Jack Knopoff

- In honor of the birth of Caron and Jack 
Knopoff's granddaughter 
- William and Marianne Horowitz
- Steinberg Pre-school Staff

- In honor of Mally and Alan Rutkoff on the birth 
of their grandson Felix - Robert and Iris Center

- In honor of Nancy Iden becoming a Bat Mitzvah - 
Caron and Jack Knopoff

- In honor of the marriage of Julie Horowitz to 
Matt - Caron and Jack Knopoff

- In honor of Eric and Rinna Maletsky's special 
birthdays - Marcia and Michael Bender

- In memory of John Ferns, beloved brother of 
Eileen Goldberg 
- William and Marianne Horowitz
- Andrew and Jorie Sigesmund
- Joseph and Deborah Fox
- Steinberg Pre-school Staff

- In memory of Molly and David Wolpert - Rinna 
and Eric Maletsky

- In memory of beloved father-in-law of the 
Epstein Family - Steinberg Pre-school Staff

Paul S. and Sylvia Steinberg 
Pre-School Endowment Fund 

- In memory of Alexander Knopfler, beloved 
father of Carol Ruderman and Rena Sternberg - 
Morton and Miriam Steinberg

Prayer Book Fund - In honor of the birth of our grandson, Simon 
Maris - Steven and Beth Leeds

- In honor of the marriage of Judd and Stacy 
Fineberg - Paul and Michelle Pessis

- In memory of Abraham Waldfogel, beloved 
father - Chana Anderson

- In memory of Alex Knopfler, beloved father of 
Rena Sternberg and Carol Ruderman - Leon and 
Linda Gottlieb

- In memory of Alexander Jerome Sakolsky, 
beloved father - Richard and June Gross

- In memory of Arthur Raymek, beloved brother 
of Joyce Pollack - Joseph and Susan Ament

- In memory of Daniel S. Schechter, beloved 
husband of Sally Schechter - Andrew Levitt

- In memory of Deborah Ann Kaplan, beloved 
daughter of Ruth and Bruno Fischer - Kenneth 
and Norma Spungen

- In memory of Elaine Krumbein, beloved wife of 
Eliezer Krumbein and beloved mother of Debbi 
Dworin and Aaron Krumbein 
- Judy and Michael Smith
- Marvin and Sara Siegel

- In memory of Elmer E. Fox, beloved father - 
Allan and Hilary Greenberg
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Prayer Book Fund
(continued) 

- In memory of Goldie Delsey - Leon and Linda
Gottlieb

- In memory of Howard I. Wittenberg, beloved 
husband - Iris Wittenberg

- In memory of Leonard Weitz, beloved husband 
of Lynn Weitz - Leon and Linda Gottlieb

- In memory of Merle Mattenson, beloved 
husband of Nissah Mattenson - Leon and Linda 
Gottlieb

- In memory of Miriam Rothen Faust, beloved 
mother and grandmother - Annette Feller

- In memory of Sheldon Fox, beloved father - 
Leon and Leslie Fox

- In memory of Walter Levy, beloved father - 
Marvin and Renee Bearak

Pushke/Tzedakah Fund - In memory of Blanche Levy, beloved mother and 
with appreciation to Hazzan Goller - Alan and 
Judith Miller

- In memory of Etta Kanter, beloved grandmother -
Marvin and Joyce Juron

Ritual Refurbishment Endowment 
Fund 

- In honor of Michael Peck's conversion - Jeremy 
and Racheal Weiss

- In honor of Richard Schlosberg's beautiful 
services for our daughter, Debbie Kaplan - 
Bruno and Ruth Fischer

- In memory of Pearl Blumberg and Minnie R. 
Levenson, beloved mothers - Jack and Barbara 
Blumberg

- In memory of Sherwin Geiderman, beloved 
husband and with appreciation to Mark Statler - 
Ruth Geiderman

- With appreciation to Mark Stadler for his 
participation in Michael's conversion - Stephen 
and Carol Weiss

Sisterhood College Connection 
Program Endowment Fund 

- In memory of Merle Mattenson, beloved 
husband of Nissah Mattenson - Betty Ann Levin

- With appreciation - Betty Ann Levin

Social Action Donations Fund - In memory of Blanche Levy, beloved mother of 
Judith Miller - Mary Ellen and Larry Goldsmith

- In memory of John Ferns, beloved brother 
of Eileen Goldberg - Mary Ellen and Larry 
Goldsmith

- In memory of Theodore Maletsky, beloved father 
of Eric Maletsky - Barry and Debbie Jacobs

Special Gifts Fund - In memory of Alexander Knopfler, beloved father 
of Carol Ruderman and Rena Sternberg 
- Emily (Rosenberg) and Stanley Chaleff
- All of us at the MCA
- Elise and Ira Frost
- Carolyn and Jay Kaplan
- Richard and Nadine Woldenberg
- Evelyn Krawczyk
- Harriet Krugel
- Bruce and Janice Bernstein
- Michael and Margo Oberman
- John Colman
- Ellen Bogolub and Neil Friedman
- Bobbi Abrahamson and Steve Stern
- Charles and Angela Platt
- Michael and Carol Sigesmund

- Richard and Janet Horwood
- Willard Branksy
- Ilene Shaw
- Alan and Mally Rutkoff
- Julie Hokin
- Paul and Gloria Sternberg
- Susan and Robert White
- Barry and Dany Fields
- Tishler & Wald, LTD
- Susan Kahn
- Ellisa Klein
- Sara Adler
- Miriam Chaplik and family

- In memory of Arthur Levin, beloved father of
Leslie Glazer - Ilene and Ed Sherman

We are grateful for the following contributions:
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Special Gifts Fund
(continued)

- In memory of Daniel S. Schechter, beloved 
husband of Sally Schechter - Giles & Associates 
Consultancy

- In memory of Sherwin Geiderman, beloved 
husband of Ruth Geiderman - Roberta Schaffer

- In memory of Steven Wirth, beloved of Alexis 
Stoltze - Mimi and Marc Yoskowitz

- In memory of Deborah Ann Kaplan, beloved 
daughter of Ruth and Bruno Fischer - Manny 
and Kathryn Marczak

- In memory of Elmer Burack, beloved husband of 
Ruth Burack - Manny and Kathryn Marczak

- In memory of Harold Goldenberg, beloved 
father of Gail Greenspahn - Michael and Eileen 
Tarnoff

- In memory of Hortense Jacobson, beloved wife 
of David Jacobson - Susie and Ariel Szafir

- In memory of Merle Mattenson, beloved 
husband of Nissah Mattenson and beloved father 
of Abra Alscher and Robin Small - Gerald Frank

- In memory of Arthur Raymek, beloved brother 
of Joyce Pollack - Milton and Iona Levenfeld

- In memory of Elaine Krumbein, beloved wife of 
Eliezer Krumbein and beloved mother of Debbi 
Dworin and Aaron Krumbein 
- David and Rabbi Ora Schnitzer
- Bonnie Hoffman-Lustig
- Dr. Albert Miller
- Deanne Siegal
- Dr. Ronald Feingold
- Peggy Kreisman
- Bob and Millie Weber
- Gloria Silverman
- Evelyn and Marshall Padorr
- Sherwyn and Irvina Warren
- Joanie and Richard Leopold
- Bowen and Jan Tucker
- Suzanne Weiskopf
- Joan and Michael Restko
- Harriet Robinson
- Calvin Jay Tobin

- Joseph and Susan Ament
- Milton and Iona Levenfeld
- Skip and Lynn Schrayer
- Mitchell and Karen Kopin
- Herbert Rosen
- Fred Gordon
- Naomi Shishler
- Robert and JoEllen Lidov
- William and Wendy Lipsman
- Larry and Enid Arnowitz
- Cecelia Frohman
- Karen and Eugene Finerman
- Suzanne Carter Meldman
- Lawrence and Abby Block
- Robert Berger

- In memory of Michael Simkin, beloved husband 
of Merle Simkin, beloved father of Bryan, 
Melissa, Jason      
- Jeffrey and Stacy Goldsmith
- Aaron and Ellen Krumbein
- Jonathan and Francine Sherman
- Richard and Pamela Schlosberg
- Felissa Kreindler
- Brian and Jan Channon
- JoAnne Axelrod

- In memory of Leonard Weitz, beloved husband 
of Lynn Weitz and beloved father of Ellie Kaiser - 
Midwest Real Estate Data

- In honor of Darryl Temkin - Robert and Marcy 
Freeman

- In honor of Madeleine Solomon for her singing 
during the High Holidays - Marilyn Ruekberg

- In honor of my children, Ben Kopin and Beth 
Shapiro Kopin - Yaira Shapiro

- In honor of Aaron Krumbein becoming Men's 
Club Keeper of the Flame - Cecelia Frohman

- With appreciation to Chuck Kahalnik - Elizabeth 
and Simon Halfin

Spitz Family/Ruth and Milton 
Leiberman Israel Scholarship 
Endowment Fund 

- In honor of Jeremy Pascal becoming a Bar 
Mitzvah - Mark and Mae Spitz

- In honor of the engagement of Rachel Krumbein 
to Todd Siegel - Mark and Mae Spitz

- In honor of the marriage of Johanna Wohlstadler 
to Greg Shapiro - Mark and Mae Spitz

- In memory of Arthur Raymek, beloved brother 
of Joyce Pollack - Mark and Mae Spitz

- In memory of Elmer Burack, beloved husband of 
Ruth Burack, beloved father of Robert Burack - 
Mark and Mae Spitz

- In memory of Alex Knopfler, beloved father of 
Rena Sternberg and Carol Ruderman - Mark and 
Mae Spitz

- In memory of Blanche Levy, beloved mother of 
Judith Miller - Mark and Mae Spitz
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Spitz Family/Ruth and Milton 
Leiberman Israel Scholarship 
Endowment Fund (continued)

- In memory of Deborah Kaplan, beloved 
daughter of Ruth and Bruno Fischer - Mark and 
Mae Spitz

- In memory of Elaine Krumbein, beloved wife of 
Eliezer Krumbein and beloved mother of Debbi 
Dworin and Aaron Krumbein - Mark and Mae 
Spitz

- In memory of Harold Goldenberg, beloved 
father of Gail Greenspahn - Mark and Mae Spitz

- In memory of Harold Hymen, beloved father of 
Mira Temkin - Mark and Mae Spitz

- In memory of John Ferns, beloved brother of 
Eileen Goldberg - Mark and Mae Spitz

- In memory of Milton Trushinsky, beloved
brother of Maxine Greenstein - Mark and  
Mae Spitz

- In memory of Ruth Liebman, beloved mother - 
Mark and Mae Spitz

- In memory of Sherwin Geiderman, beloved 
husband of Ruth Geiderman - Mark and  
Mae Spitz

- In memory of Stanley Liebman, beloved brother - 
Mark and Mae Spitz

- Wishing complete & speedy recovery to Morton 
Steinberg - Mark and Mae Spitz

Sarah and Henry Stiebel 
Schechter Endowment Fund 

- In memory of Merle Mattenson, beloved 
husband of Nissah Mattenson - Babette and 
Mark Daskin

Youth Community Fund - In honor of Leslie Apter - Robert and Marcy 
Freeman

We are grateful for the following contributions:
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

 
1
4:45pm Candle Lighting
6:15pm Kabbalat Shabbat 
7:00pm Men's Club Shabbat 
Dinner 

2
Men's Club Shabbat
8:50am Shabbat Services 
10:00am Hey Family Services
4:30pm Mincha/Ma'ariv 
5:50pm Shabbat Ends

3 
Used Book Sale
8:30am Men's Club World 
Wide Wrap
9:30am Bagels for Your Brains

4 
Used Book Sale
8:00pm Board of Education Mtg. 

5
Used Book Sale
12:00pm Sisterhood Board Mtg.
3:30pm Terrific Tuesdays
7:00pm North Shore Kallah

6
Used Book Sale
7:00pm Hartman Institute Lecture

7
Used Book Sale
8:00pm Ba'al Korei Committee
8:00pm Executive Committee

8
Used Book Sale
4:56pm Candle Lighting
6:15pm Kabbalat Shabbat 

9 
8:50am Shabbat Services 
10:00am Hey Family Services
4:45pm Mincha/Ma'ariv 
Mincha Bat Mitzvah– Stella 
Garland 
Mincha Bat Mitzvah– Mae 
Garland
6:01pm Shabbat Ends

10  Rosh Hodesh Adar I
Used Book Sale
9:00am Social Action Mitzvah 
Day

11  Rosh Hodesh Adar I
8:00pm CEC Meeting

12
12:00pm Sisterhood Program Mtg.
6:00pm Preschool Shema PJ Party
7:00pm North Shore Kallah
8:00pm Men's Club Board Mtg.

13 14  15
5:03pm Candle Lighting
6:15pm Kabbalat Shabbat

16
8:50am Shabbat Services/Choir 
Bar Mitzvah-Ean Small
10:00am Hey Family Services
11:00am Preschool Tot Shabbat
4:45pm Dalet Seudah& Havdalah
4:45pm Mincha/Ma'ariv 
6:08pm Shabbat Ends

17
9:00am Men's Club Man of 
the Year Breakfast

18
8:00pm Ritual Committee Mtg.

19
7:00pm North Shore Kallah

20
12:45pm Mahjongg

21  Fast of Esther
8:00pm Board of Directors

22
5:12pm Candle Lighting
6:15pm Kabbalat Shabbat

23  Megillah Reading
8:50am Shabbat Services 
Bar Mitzvah– Aaron Jackson
10:00am Hey Family Services
5:00pm Mincha/Ma'ariv 
6:17pm Shabbat Ends
7:00pm Megillah Reading & 
Adult Purim Party

24  Purim
8:45am Shacharit & Megillah 
Reading
10:30am Purim Carnival

25
8:00pm CLC Committee Mtg.

26 
12:00pm Sisterhood Laura 
Frankel Event
8:00pm Terrific Tuesdays

27 28 Mar 1
5:21pm Candle Lighting
6:15pm Kabbalat Shabbat

Mar 2
8:50am Shabbat Services 
Bar Mitzvah– Joseph Schrayer
10:00am Hey Family Services
5:15pm Mincha/Ma'ariv 
6:26pm Shabbat Ends

February 2013 Events Calendar

All Members are invited to attend and enjoy an Israeli Shabbat Dinner! 
Friday, February 1, 2013  – Service at 6:15pm followed by dinner.

Adults (12 & up): $18, Kids (3-12): $9 and Under 3: Free. RSVP by January 15th.  
Prices increase on January 16 to: Adults (12 & up): $22, Kids (3-12): $11 and Under 3: Free. 
In addition, if you would like to become a Sponsor: $36, $54, or $72. 
Please make checks payable to: NSS Beth El Men's Club, 1175 Sheridan Road, Highland Park, IL 60035. 
RSVP by January 15, 2013 to Jeffrey Goldsmith via e-mail at jbg724@gmail.com 
 
Adults: #        Children: #        Sponsor:        Total: $ 
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January 2013 Events Calendar

1  New Year's Day 2 3 
8:00pm Ba'al Korei Committee

4 
4:13pm Candle Lighting  
6:15pm Kabbalat Shabbat

5 
8:50am Shabbat Services 
4:15pm Mincha /Ma'ariv  
5:18pm Shabbat Ends

6  7
8:00pm Board of Education 
Meeting

8 9
7:00pm Hartman Institute Lecture

10 
8:00pm Executive Committee

11
4:20pm Candle Lighting
6:15pm Kabbalat Shabbat 

12  Rosh Hodesh Shevat
8:50am Shabbat Services 
Bar Mitzvah–Elliot Lewis
Bat Mitzvah–Emily Kaplan
12:30pm Torah Fund Book Club
4:15pm Mincha/Ma'ariv 
5:25pm Shabbat Ends

13
9:30am Bagels for Your Brains
11:00am Men's Club Board 
Meeting

14 
11:00am Author Event–Rabbi 
Sheldon Lewis
8:00pm Senior Task Force 
Meeting

15
3:30pm Terrific Tuesday Open 
Gym

16
12:45pm Mahjongg
7:45pm AZM Event
 

17
10:00am Beginning Hebrew 
12:00pm Study in the Suburbs
8:00pm AFP Meeting

18
4:28pm Candle Lighting
6:15pm Kabbalat Shabbat
6:15pm Bet Shabbat Service 
and Dinner

19 
8:50am Shabbat Services 
11:00am Preschool Tot Shabbat
12:30pm Men's Club Kiddush 
Club
4:15pm Mincha/Ma'ariv 
5:33pm Shabbat Ends
7:00pm Havdalah, Dinner and 
Movie Night

20 21  Martin Luther King Day
8:00pm Ritual Committee Mtg.

22 23
7:45pm Membership Committee 
Meeting
 

24
10:00am Beginning Hebrew 
8:00pm Board of Directors

25
4:36pm Candle Lighting
5:30pm Shabbaton Program
6:15pm Kabbalat Shabbat
7:00pm Shabbaton Dinner  
and Program

26  Tu B'Shevat
USY Shabbat
8:50am Shabbat Services
4:30pm Mincha /Ma'ariv  
5:41pm Shabbat Ends

27 28  29
8:00pm Terrific Tuesdays

30 31

Save the Date! Purim–The Celebration for Adults
Saturday, February 23, 2013

Beth El will host an adult-only Purim Party on Saturday, February 23, after the 
traditional Megillah reading at 7:00pm. Join us for a light dinner, drinks, dessert, 
music, merriment, and of course a costume contest! Watch for more details coming 
soon but line up a babysitter now!  


