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This past week we experienced the secular new year.  However, if you 
were to ask most Jews when the “Jewish New Year” is celebrated they would 
likely respond, “On Rosh Hashanah”.  While this is definitely true, and is 
a completely appropriate answer, the fact is our Mishnah (an ancient and 
seminal Rabbinic text) identifies several Jewish new years.  As it states:

“The four new years are: 
On the first of Nisan, the new year for the kings and for the festivals; 
On the first of Elul, the new year for the tithing of animals . . .
On the first of Tishrei, the new year for years, for the Sabbatical years 
and for the Jubilee years and for the planting and for the vegetables 
On the first of Shevat, the new year for the trees – these are the words of 
the House of Shammai; The House of Hillel says, on the fifteenth thereof.”

In other words, for Jews time is not linear – it is circular.  There are 
multiple beginnings during the course of each year that occur in a system 
of time that circles around yet at the same time moves forward, like a 
spiral or a helix.  This ingenious conception of time allows for progress 
and forward motion year to year.  Yet, this conception of “Jewish time” 
also gives us the ability to focus on the renewal and re-birth of different 
aspects of life at different moments within the same year.  In this way, 
Judaism grants us the unique oppurtunuty for spiritual renewal regarding 
each of the key aspects of life, allowing us, as limited human beings, the 
ability to appropriately focus on one major aspect of life at a time.

The first New Year mentioned in the Mishnah above is classified as such 
in the Torah itself.  Biblically, the first month of the year is the month in 
which Pesach falls.  Marking Passover as the first holiday chronologically 
sets the thematic tone for the other holidays of the year: Passover relates the 
Exodus, followed by Shavuot which speaks about receiving the Torah on 
Mt. Sinai, followed by Sukkot, which commemorates our journey towards 
the Land of Israel through the wilderness.  This New Year, which starts 
with Nisan, is a cycle that tells our particular story, as a Jewish people, and 
lays the foundation for our cultural and spiritual beliefs.  Beginning the 
year with Passover links us to our ancestors and to our essence as Jews.    

The next New Year mentioned by our Mishnah is very different – this 
one begins our “fiscal” year.  Like any society, a Jewish one requires taxes, 
which need to be paid by a certain time.  As the Rabbinic aphorism goes, 

“Im ein kemach, ein Torah - if there is no sustenance (literally flour), there 
is no Torah”.  If one’s basic material needs aren’t met how can one attain 
his/her spiritual potential?  This cycle indicates the continued importance 
of making sure the institutions we care about have the resources they 
need to reach their ultimate potential, whether they be in the social 
services sector, like JUF and its affiliates, or in the religious/education 
sector, like Beth El, Schechter, CJHS, Ramah or other Jewish educational 
institutions.  Starting the New Year in Elul reminds us how important it 
is to allocate one’s personal resources to support our Jewish community.
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Mission Statement 
We are a congregation of families and individuals who 
come together to pray, to study, and to create a warm and 
welcoming community.  We seek to preserve and enhance 
our People's traditions within the context of Conservative 
Judaism.  We aspire to strengthen our Jewish identity 
to meet the challenges of a changing environment.  We 
endeavor to provide resources to help us relate to God, 
understand the ways of God and enrich the Jewish 
content of our lives.  We encourage our members to serve 
worthwhile causes within our Congregation and the wider 
Jewish and world communities.  We are committed to 
support Israel.  We educate our children so they commit to 
the cultural, spiritual, and ethical values of our People.

For more information, Calendar 

of Events, Rabbis' sermons, and 

for Emergency School Closings be 

sure to check our website at www.

nssbethel.org or call 847-432-8900.
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Another New Year?!  Why We Celebrate 
More Than One  (continued from page 1)

The third new year mentioned in the 
Mishnah is the one with which we are most 
familiar, Rosh Hashanah.  During the month of 
Tishrei we are to focus on ourselves – spiritually 
renewing our commitment to Jewish values 
and to our covenant with God.  Due to the 
fact that the rabbis associated Rosh Hashanah 
with the creation of the world, this holiday 
has a more universal focus, calling upon us 
to respond to the universalistic human need 
to reflect, repent, and renew.  Perhaps with 
some similarities to the secular new year, 
which we just celebrated, and its custom of 
making new year’s resolutions, this cycle can 
be characterized as having an inside-out focus.  

Starting the New Year with Tishrei allows 
us to begin with the self, and the universal 
human condition, and emanate outward.

Finally, the fourth New Year mentioned in 
the Mishnah is characterized by Tu B’Shevat – 
the new year of the trees.  Coming soon (Feb. 
8th), this new year turns our focus on the 
natural world and the bounty nature offers 
human beings.  Tu B’shevat reminds us of the 
connection between nature and spirituality 
and became particularly popular amongst 
kabalistic Jews.  Today, this cycle can serve 
to remind us of the sacredness of the natural 
world, the importance of environmentalism 
and the fortune we have to be blessed with the 
incredible gift of our majestic ecosystem.  In 
celebration of this holiday we often conduct 
a “seder” focusing on these themes as well 

as on our connection to the land of Israel.  
And this year we will also celebrate as a 
community with a wonderful family concert 

“Tu B’Shevat Rocks” with Jewish artist Shir 
LaLa on January 29th, 2012 from 4:00pm-
6:00pm.  The concert is open to the broader 
Chicago community and we hope to see a 
community of children accompanied by parents, 
grandparents and other relatives and friends 
to celebrate this holiday with great spirit!

May each Jewish New Year bring with 
it sacred meaning and allow us to elevate 
our lives spiritually to achieve a greater 
connection to God and to make our world 
a better place for everyone to live!

From the Desk of Rabbi Schwab

Shabbat Schedule  See calendar for times.

11:00am Every Shabbat 

Tot Shabbat
Services for families with  
Pre-School children

Mini Minyan
Services for families with children
Kindergarten - 2nd grade

Junior Congregation 
Services for students in 3rd - 5th grade

Shabbat, January 7 
Parashat Vayehi
Torah: Genesis 47:28 – 50:26
Haftarah: I Kings 2:1 – 12                
               
Shabbat, January 14
Parashat Sh’mot
Torah: Exodus 1:1 – 6:1 
Haftorah: Isaiah 27:6 – 28;13;  
29:22 – 23  
         
Shabbat, January 21 
Birkat HaHodesh
Parashat Vaera
Torah: Exodus 6:2 – 9:35 
Haftarah: Ezekiel 28:25 – 29:21                 
                
Shabbat, January 28 
Parashat Bo
Torah: Exodus 10:1 – 13:16  
Haftarah: Jeremiah 46:13 – 28     
   

Shabbat, February 4 
Shabbat Shirah
Parashat B’Shalah
Torah: Exodus 13:17 – 17:16  
Haftarah: Judges 4:4 – 5:31        
     
Shabbat, February 11 
Parashat Yitro
Torah: Exodus 18:14 – 20:23  
Haftarah: Isaiah 6:1 – 7:6; 9:5 – 6 
   
Shabbat, February 18 
Birkat HaHodesh
Shabbat Shekalim
Parashat Mishpatim
Torah: Exodus 21:1 – 24:18 
Maftir:  Exodus 22:4 – 23:19   
Haftarah: II Kings 12:1 – 17 
   
Shabbat, February 25 
Parashat Terumah
Torah: Exodus 25:1 – 27:19   
Haftarah: I Kings 5:26 – 6:13  

Monday through Friday 
Mornings, 7:15am

Sunday through Thursday        
Evenings, 7:30pm

Sunday and Legal Holiday     
Mornings, 8:45am

Rosh Hodesh 
Mornings, 7:00am

Services are conducted by: 
Rabbi Vernon H. Kurtz, 
Rabbi Michael Schwab,
Hazzan Larry B. Goller
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About eighteen months ago, on a bit of a 
whim, I began to take a weekly Pilates class.  I 
had passed by the studio a number of times and 
considered stopping by for some information.  
Only irrational hesitation really kept me from 
learning more (any of you reading this out there 
ever experience that?!).  One evening, I was 
walking by with my daughter, Madeline, and 
she gave me a little push to give it a try.

Pilates is a series of exercises designed to 
strengthen your core muscles (between your 
shoulders and your knees) and improve your 
flexibility.  My trainer, Mary, has the right mix 
of discipline, enthusiasm and encouragement…
just what I need.  I go almost every week and I’m 
pretty certain that it has done me some good.

Now I know this is the North Suburban 
Synagogue Beth El bulletin and not an 
advertising flyer for Pilates!  But, one of the 
sayings of the founder of Pilates, a fellow named 
(not so coincidentally) Joseph Pilates, is that you 
need ten sessions to really notice a difference.

Trying something for ten times before 
gauging whether it has value resonates with 
me and I suspect for many of you too !  Often 
a little repetitiveness can really facilitate 
heightened familiarity.

So, my pitch here is to hope to sway some 
of you to get more engaged at Beth El.  I know 
that there are a lot of you reading this that may 
not regularly attend services or take advantage 
of our many activities.  But, maybe with the 
beginning of 2012, you may make a resolution 
to find ten additional occasions or activities at 

Beth El in which to partake this year.
Really, it can be almost anything!  Brush up 

on your Hebrew, learn to play mah jongg with 
the Sisterhood, play on the Men’s Club Softball 
Team, check out a book or a DVD from the 
Joseph and Mae Gray Cultural & Learning 
Center, take a Continuing Education class, 
engage in a mitzvah project, enjoy a communal 
meal or attend a daily minyan (let me make a 
special pitch for daily minyan…the morning 
and evening minyans are sometimes short and 
it is an incredibly valuable service for you, 
your faith and your community).  Of course, 

it almost goes without saying, that it would be 
terrific to see more of you at Shabbat services.

Just like Pilates…I guarantee you that we can 
strengthen your Jewish core!  Just ten times this 
coming year can make a real difference.  And, let 
me assure you, our incredible clergy and staff will 
great you with enthusiasm and encouragement.

And, if by chance, there’s some activity that 
interests you that we don’t offer but which fits 
within our mission, please let me know and 
we’ll do our best do accommodate your request.  
As always, I can be best reached by email at 
abrown.nssbe@gmail.com. 

President's Corner
by Andrew W. Brown

Writer's Beit Midrash

NSS Beth El has formed a Writer’s Beit 
Midrash.  All fiction, non-fiction, poetry, 
memoir, and essay writers (published or 
not yet published) are invited to attend 
for discussions, exercises, camaraderie, and 
critique on the following Wednesdays, 
10:00-11:30am, in the Maxwell Abbell 
Library: January 4, January 18, and 
February 1.  Contact Rachel Kamin at 
rkamin@nssbethel.org or 847-432-8903 
x242 for more information and to RSVP. 
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- Joshua and Dana Atlas and their daughter, Blake
- Shaul and Marsha Azar 
- Pere and Yael Berkowitz and their children, Benjamin 
and Phoebe

- Jay and Joyce Berlinsky
- Gregory and Sara Block and their daughter, Julia
- Ed and Deborah Brill and their daughters, Chloe and 
Megan

- Marc Frost
- Samuel Goldman
- David and Susan Greenberg
- Jonathan and Cara Harris and their children, Avi, Elan, 
and Gabriel 

- Phillip Kahalnik
- Daniel and Candice Kaiserman and their son, Jacob
- Steven Kalus
- Daniel and Jill Leshtz and their children, Eli, Julia and 
Natalie

- Stuart and Sheryl Lipnick
- Gavin and Sara Markus
- Allen and Katherine Mitzenmacher
- Nathan Mortkovitzh and his son Natan
- Jonathan and Danielle Pearl and their children, Eli and 
Mia

- Phillip and Abigail Perkins and their children, Elijah, 
Grace and Samuel

- Maurice and Sheila Pickard
- Jack and Sandra Richter
- Ray and Jacky Schiestel and their son, Lewk
- Andrew and Robin Shapiro and their sons, Alexander 
and Zachary

- Bryan Simkin
- Heather Sloan
- Adam and Emily Steinberg
- Kasiel and Joyce Steinhardt
- Barry and Alexis Stoltze and their children, Aidan and Sam

- Joe Adler on the loss of his brother, Yigal Osterreicher
- Marge Birnbaum on the loss of her brother, Richard Talman
- Gila Bronner on the loss of her father, Lewis G. Kahn
- Lana Eisenberg on the loss of her mother, Mary Cohen
- Robin Greenberger on the loss of her brother, Edward Collins
- Avrum Gray on the loss of his wife, Joyce Gray
- Dvora Heller on the loss of her daughter, Lynn MacBeth

- Karen Kopin on the loss of her mother, Estelle Pollock
- Iona Levenfeld on the loss of her brother, Maynard Wishner
- Lee Rubenstein on the loss of his mother, Elsie Rubenstein 
Glass

- Ronnie Jo Sokol on the loss of her mother, Miriam Sokol
- Gail Taxy on the loss of her mother, Miriam Sokol

Condolences To:

- Marcia and Michael Bender on the birth of their grandson
- Phyllis Fischel on the engagement of her son, Matthew, 
to Jackie Levin

- Bruno Fischer on the occasion of his special birthday
- Morris and June Back Frydman on the engagement of 
their daughter, Alexandra Frydman, to Jordan Light

- Hillary and Allan Greenberg on the marriage of their 
son, Jonathan, to Rachel Abramowitz

- Marlene and Seth Halpern on the occasion of their 
20th wedding anniversary

- Suzanne and Donald Horwitz on the birth of their 
grandson

- Richard Janger on the occasion of his 75th birthday
- Joyce Joseph on the occasion of her 65th birthday
- Suzan and Ken Kolmin on the marriage of their son, 
Stephen, to Cherylanne Glassner

- Gerald Lapins on the occasion of his 90th birthday
- Judy and Michael Lavin on the engagement of their 
daughter, Jackie, to Matthew Fischel

- Sara Levin on the marriage of her daughter, Cherylanne 
Glassner, to Stephen Kolmin

- Wendy and Bill Lipsman on the marriage of their son, 
Andrew, to Allison Isaacson

- Jane and Nate Pickus on the occasion of their 50th 
wedding anniversary

- Nate Pickus on the occasion of his 75th birthday
- Andy and Ken Saffir on the occasion of being honored 
by Chicagoland Jewish High School

- Susan and Larry Silberman on the marriage of their 
son, Zach, to Michelle Dorin

- Judy and Michael Silver on the birth of their twin 
grandchildren

- Marci and Joshua Sukenic on the occasion of the birth 
of their daughter, Lily Reese

- Mira Temkin on the occasion of her 60th birthday 
- Mira and Darryl Temkin on the birth of their 
granddaughter, Bella Rose Most

- Merle and Steven Tovian on the engagement of their 
daughter, Rachel Dena, to Jason Henry Greenberg

- Larry Weiner on the occasion of his 70th birthday
- Sheri and Sherwin Zuckerman on the marriage of their 
son, Michael, to Megan Belkin

Congratulations To:

We Welcome the Following 
New Members :

- Joyce Gray
- Miriam Sokol

In Memoriam:
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February – Shevat /Adar 5772

January – Tevet /Shevat 5772

Ayala Schwartz, daughter of 
Shira and Jeremy Schwartz
Shabbat, February 18

Barbara Hochberg, daughter of 
Laurie and Andrew Hochberg
Shabbat, January 28

Cameron Chaikin, daughter of 
Maureen and Scott Chaikin
Shabbat, February 25

Rebecca Greenstein, daughter of 
Ranna Rozenfeld and Shane Greenstein
Shabbat, January 14

Vernon Kurtz, Rabbi
Michael Schwab, Rabbi
Larry B. Goller, Hazzan
Chuck Kahalnik, Executive Director
Alicia Gejman, Director of Formal Education
Caron Knopoff, Pre-School Director 

Mark Stadler, Ritual Director
Ali Drumm, Director of Informal Education
Matt Levitt, Associate Youth Community Director
Rachel Kamin, Cultural & Learning Center Director
Merle Tovian, Continuing Education Director
Andrew W. Brown, President

NSSBE Staff

Samuel Lasin, son of  
Ellen and Steven Lasin
Shabbat, February 18
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January 21, 2012

"Shabbat: A Palace in Time"

NSS Beth El Shabbaton

• morning services  
• kiddush luncheon  
• classes  
• activities for all ages  
• culminating in a congregation-wide 
   meaningful havdalah ceremony

Please reserve a space for you, your family and your friends by
Monday, January 16th by contacting Merle Tovian at 847-432-8900
x262 or email Mtovian@nssbethel.org. RSVP on your Beth El account
at www.nssbethel.org.

• morning services  
• kiddush luncheon  
• classes  
• activities for all ages  
• culminating in a congregation-wide 
   meaningful havdalah ceremony

Gertrude Lederman Family Continuing 
Education Program

Second Semester Begins!

Talmud: Tractate Rosh Hashana
Rabbi Vernon Kurtz
Tuesdays, beginning January 3, 8:30-9:30am
Study Jewish law in the original text. Discussion and commentary are in 
English. New participants are always welcome!  

Shalom Hartman Institute Beit Midrash Discussion Series  
Engaging Israel: Foundations for a New Relationship 
Rabbi Vernon Kurtz
Wednesday evenings, 7:00-9:45pm, with a break for evening minyan at 
7:30pm, January 4, February 1, March 14, April 4, May 2, and June 13. 
A series of lectures and conversations with Hartman Institute scholars led 
by Donniel Hartman that responds to growing feelings of disenchantment 
and disinterest toward Israel among an ever-increasing number of Jews 
worldwide by creating a new narrative regarding the significance of Israel 
for Jewish life. Lecture and discussion participants include Dr. Tal Becker, 
Yossi Klein-Halevi, Rabbi Dr. Rachel Sabath Beit-Halachmi, Prof. Gil Troy 
and others. This program is open to all adult learners. There will be a $25 
fee for class materials. 

Advanced Beginning Conversational Hebrew
Dov Kahana
Wednesdays, begins January 4, 7:00-8:00pm
Build on your beginning conversational Hebrew skills. 

Beginning Conversational Hebrew 
Dov Kahana  
Wednesdays, begins January 4, 8:00-9:00pm
Students will gain an understanding of Hebrew grammar and vocabulary; 
emphasis in this class is on speaking and comprehension. 

Advanced Conversational Hebrew
Edith Belkind
Wednesdays, begins January 4, 8:00-9:00pm
Strengthen and retain your Hebrew skills from Intermediate 
Conversational Hebrew. 

Open Conversational Hebrew
Sundays, beginning January 9, 9:45-11:00am, follows the Cohen Religious 
School calendar.	
Practice Hebrew conversation and reading informally with other 
participants.  

Judaism 101
Rabbi Michael Schwab
Mondays, beginning January 9, 9:00-10:00am
Explore the “hows” and “whys” of Judaism in an informal setting. This is 
a great way to learn about your heritage in a comfortable and engaging 
environment. People of all backgrounds are welcome!  
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Study in the Loop
Rabbi Vernon Kurtz	
Thursday, January 19, Noon-1:30pm, at the 
Illinois Decalogue Society			 
A study session in the Loop, centered around the 
ethical issues of our lives. 

*Advance reservations are necessary; lunch is 
provided for a nominal fee of $12/person. Please 
contact Lennie Kay at 847-432-8900 x221 or 
lkay@nssbethel.org 

Intermediate Conversational Hebrew
Edith Belkind  
Mondays, begins January 23; 6:10-7:30pm
Improve your conversational and reading 
Hebrew skills. New students are always welcome! 

Study in the Suburbs
Rabbi Vernon Kurtz
Thursday, February 16
Noon-1:30pm, at BJE (the Board of Jewish 
Education), 3320 Dundee Rd, Northbrook
A study session in the suburbs, centered around 
the ethical issues of our lives. 

* Advance reservations are necessary; lunch is 
provided for a nominal fee of $12/person. Please 
contact Lennie Kay at 847-432-8900 x221 or 
lkay@nssbethel.org

Bein Ha’arbayim (late afternoon learning)
Join us every Shabbat afternoon for a light meal, 
song and study. Each week, one of our clergy leads 
a study session between Mincha (afternoon service) 
and Ma’ariv (evening service). Check the time for 
Mincha each week so you know when to come! 

 Jewish Laws of Daily Living 
Rabbi Michael Schwab
Wednesdays, 8:00-8:30am	
Join us for breakfast and study of the Shulhan 
Arukh – the basic code of Jewish law. Each week 
we read and translate a short chapter, exploring 
its impact on our lives and on the way we, as 
Conservative Jews, interpret it for our time. This 
is an ongoing class, but no experience is required 
and new members are welcome at any session.  

Tu B’Shevat Seder
Rabbi Michael Schwab
Shabbat, February 4, following Kiddush at 12:45pm
The mystics in Safed, Israel began this practice 
centuries ago. Celebrate the Birthday of the Trees 
through story, song, learning and eating the 
fruits of Israel. No fee, but please rsvp to Merle 
Tovian at 847-432-8900 x262 or mtovian@
nssbethel.org by January 31.

Look for more exciting classes in March.
Literature with Lillian Miller, Bible and 
Commentary with Aaron Klein, a new history 
class, How to Make This Seder Different from 
all Others, Artists’ Beit Midrash. For further 
information and to register, please contact Merle 
Tovian, Director of Continuing Education, at 
847-432-8900 x262 or mtovian@nssbethel.org  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Artists’ Beit Midrash/House of Study – New 
Program at Beth El! 
In this exciting new program at NSSBE, students 
explore Jewish texts (no knowledge of Hebrew 
required) in six to eight sessions taught by master 
educators, Jane Shapiro and Rebecca Minkus 
Lieberman, and facilitated by artist-educator, 
Judith Joseph. There is a theme for the year based 
on several Jewish texts and then the creation 
of interpretations in each student’s artwork is 
encouraged. The educators and the artist teach 
in tandem and use their respective backgrounds 
to assist the students in expressing themselves 
through their own visual medium of art.

About fourteen to twenty artists - professional 
and/or amateur - join to explore Jewish sources 
within a community of peers. They create 
new work(s) inspired by the texts they have 
studied and create a new learning community 
simultaneously. Artistic representation of Jewish 
ideas and customs is shared among the students 
and teachers. At the end of the program, an 
exhibit of their work is planned at NSSBE, with 
the students explaining the intersection of text 
and art to a group of attendees. 

For more information about this program, 
likely to meet during the day, and/or to request 
an application form, contact Sandy Starkman, 
(past chair of the Gertrude Lederman Family 
Continuing Education Program) at starsky613@
gmail.com or at 847-432-4280. Fees are $225 for 
NSSBE congregants and $250 for non-congregants.

7

Gertrude Lederman Family Continuing 
Education Program

Miriam & Deborah’s
Women’s Wilderness Night
Explore women’s leadership roles in the Jewish tradition through the legacies of Miriam and 
Deborah ~ Create your own Miriam's tambourine ~ Experience "Zumba" style dancing ~ 
Visit the Tu B’Shevat Forest ~ Enjoy delicious refreshments

Monday, February 6, 2012
7:00-9:00pm (There will be a break for evening minyan at 7:30 pm)

All women and girls 8th grade & older are welcome–bring your mother, daughter, 
grandmother, sister, aunt & girlfriends!
$10/person by February 1; $15/person at the door
RSVP to Marcie Eskin at meskin@nssbethel.org or 847-432-8903 x 234.

North Suburban Synagogue Beth El

1175 Sheridan Road ~ Highland Park, Illinois 60035 ~ 847-432-8900 ~ www.nssbethel.org

Co-sponsored by The Gertrude Lederman Family Continuing Education Program,

The Joseph and Mae Gray Cultural & Learning Center, and the Sisterhood .
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Gray Cultural & Learning Center

The Rissman Family Kol Ami Museum will 
exhibit “I Remember Purim: A Visual Narrative” by 
Molly J. Schiff, January 12-March 26, 2012. The 
exhibition features paintings on paper which are 
based on Schiff’s fond memories of Purim. Using 
an oil stick and acrylic resist techniques, the artist 
works figuratively and abstractly. A bright palette 
of traditional spring colors, each work is playful in 
its depiction of biblical figures and reflects Purim as 
one of the most joyous celebrations on the Jewish 

calendar. “I Remember Purim” illustrates not only the story of Esther but also 
the continued celebration of the queen’s heroic story.

New Exhibit in the Kol Ami Museum 
"I Remember Purim"

Molly J. Schiff, a native Chicagoan, is a graduate of 
The School of The Art Institute of Chicago (BFA-
MFA-MAE). She has taught drawing & painting 
at the New Trier Schools, at private institutions 
and also, drawing-painting-etching at Governor’s 
State University. She has exhibited throughout the 
USA, at the 2003 Florence, Italy Biennale, in New 
Delhi, India and in the Marshall Islands: Art in the 
Embassies program sponsored by the USA State 
Dept. Her works are in private collections, including 
the Illinois State Museum and LUMA/Loyola 

University Musem of Art Chicago. Her studios are in Evanston, Illinois and 
Mesa, Arizona.

The Rissman Family Kol Ami Museum will host  
two receptions with the artist, Molly J. Schiff:

Wednesday, February 8, 1:30pm &  
Sunday, February 12, 9:30am  (co-sponsored by the Men's Club)

Used Book Sale
Friday, February 3-Sunday, February 12, 2012

We are now collecting used books for the annual sale. 
Bring in gently used books - secular and Judaic, adult and 
children’s - in a clearly marked box or bag, to the Kaye 
Reading Room of the Gray Cultural and Learning Center 
by February 2, 2012.  Please refrain from donating travel 
guides and test preparation guides that are more than 1-2 
years old as well as textbooks, magazines, and journals. 
Shop the Used Book Sale during regular synagogue hours. 
All hardcovers $2; paperbacks $1. Cash and checks accepted.

Pre-Sale Pizza Party
Thursday, February 2

Join the members of the Cultural & Learning Center 
Committee on Thursday, February 2, 6:00-7:30pm, to help 
set-up the book sale and have an exclusive opportunity to 
purchase books before the sale opens. Pizza will be served-
please RSVP to Marcie Eskin at meskin@nssbethel.org or 
847-432-8900 x234. Bar/Bat Mitzvah and high school 
student volunteers are welcome!  

Bargain Bag Sale
Sunday, February 12

Shop the Used Book Sale on Sunday, February 12, from 
9:00am-12:00pm - whatever you can fit into a brown 
paper grocery bag is yours for only $5! Bags will be 
provided or bring your own.  

Havdalah, Dinner, & A Movie
Join us as we host an exclusive screening of the Israeli film Brothers on 
Saturday, February 25. Dinner, wine, and dessert will be served. Contact 
Marcie Eskin at meskin@nssbethel.org or 847-432-8903 x234 by February 
17 for ticket prices and to reserve your tickets.

Two brothers, whose choices and values have driven them apart, meet again 
in Israel after years of silence. Dan has been living on a secular kibbutz, 
working the land. His deeply religious brother, Aaron, a distinguished 
lawyer and Torah scholar based in New York, is invited to Jerusalem to 
defend a group of Yeshiva students who have refused military service in the 
IDF. Nuanced acting, a complex story, and an ambiguous conclusion lend this 
film an air of profound authenticity at a time when Israelis are increasingly 
struggling with what it means to be a Jewish state. In Hebrew & Spanish 
with English subtitles. Co-sponsored by The Joseph and Mae Gray Cultural 
and Learning Center and the Havaruh Program.

CLC Committee Seeks New Members
Are you an avid reader? Do you value the superior, up-
to-date collection of books, periodicals, DVDs, and other 
resources available in Maxwell Abbell Library, the Pinsof 
Children’s Reading Room, and the Susan Fisher Glick 
Memorial Research Center? Do you enjoy meeting authors 
and discussing literature? Are you interested in Israeli and 
Jewish interest films? Are you fascinated by the unique 
collection of Jewish art, artifacts and ritual objects in the 
Rissman Family Kol Ami Museum? Do you look forward 
to the Used Book Sale every year? Are you looking for a 
way to get more involved at NSS Beth El?

The Cultural & Learning Center Committee is looking for 
new members to help plan author events, film screenings, 
museum exhibits, and other cultural programs. Contact 
Marilyn Hirsch, Committee Chair, at 847-266-0426 or 
mbh333@aol.com or Rachel Kamin, CLC Director, at 
847-432-8903 x242 or rkamin@nssbethel.org for more 
information. 
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The Beit Midrash Minyan provides 
the opportunity for a smaller and 
more intimate davening experience. 

•  Do you want to chant your first
	 Torah reading in a small setting? 
•  Give a d'var Torah? 
•  Chant the haftarah again when 	
	 you become bar or bat mitzvah?
•  Lead a service?  

Then give Beit Midrash Minyan 
a try!  We warmly welcome all 
congregants.  Try it, you might 
like it!

Beit Midrash Minyan will meet on 
the following Shabbatot at 9:15am: 
January 14, February 11, March 17, 
April 28, May 19, and June 2.

Beit Midrash Minyan

Do you shop at Amazon, 
Staples or book travel on 
Expedia?   

If you access these and other 
electronic retail sites through www.
nssbethel.org/marketplace (or click 
on any link in the red section on 
the home page) then we will earn a 
small fraction of your purchase at 
no additional cost to you.  Every 
little bit helps!

1.5 Million Penny Project

Beth El Chorale On The Road

I have a rare artifact in my office. It’s a 
pfennig from 1943 Germany, emblazoned 
with a swastika from the Third Reich. It 
came into my possession in 2005, handed to 
me by a USYer who was counting pennies 
collected for the 1.5 Million Penny Project. 
Someone donated this coin - probably it 
was in a tzedakah box passed along in their 
family, or brought with them from Europe as 

their family escaped Nazi destruction. What is most striking to me about 
this coin is that it was collected by a group of vibrant dedicated Jewish 
teenagers in the 21st century - a relic as a reminder of the horrors of the 
Holocaust, but just that, a relic. These teenagers will never forget the story 
of the Holocaust; they will remember and they are dedicated to the idea 
that never again will our people, or any people, suffer an uncontested 
genocide. They are learning their history and understanding it, but they 
are also living their lives and growing into their Judaism. 

The 1.5 Million Penny Project has been a six year effort to raise a penny 
for each child lost in the Holocaust, to donate to the Illinois Holocaust 
Museum and Education Center. Teenagers from Beth El were inspired 
to begin the project after watching the movie Paperclips in their class at 

school. They felt that wrapping their mind around the numbers of the 
Holocaust, 1.5 million, 6 million, was a hard concept to grasp, but didn’t 
want to just visualize the numbers, they wanted to commemorate the 
lost children in a meaningful way. The group of teenagers who began this 
project graduated without seeing it complete. They managed to inspire 
their successors for years to continue working on the project, all the while 
continuing to raise money for Tikun Olam, the tzedakah fund of United 
Synagogue Youth. Six years later we completed the task, and on Sunday 
January 29th, 2012 the children of Beth El will present $15,000 in honor 
of the children who were lost- a penny per child. The entire congregation 
is invited to join us at 12:30pm on January 29th at the Illinois Holocaust 
Museum and Education Center in Skokie for a special presentation.  
Docents who are congregants at Beth El will lead tours for groups from 
Beth El starting at 11:00am and we will culminate with the presentation 
of the money to the museum. This project involved so many people in 
our congregation- we should feel that the important work of Holocaust 
remembrance is never finished, but in our time we have made significant 
inroads into our childrens’ memories. 

Ali Drumm
Director of Informal Education 

As in past years, the Beth El Chorale had been 
invited to entertain the residents at the Gidwitz 
Center in Northbrook.  They were again there on 
Sunday, December 11th and sang for just under 
an hour.  Not necessarily a Chanukah concert, but 
a combination of Hebrew, Yiddish and English 
songs.  Songs that brought smiles and hand 
clapping from all of the residents.  Many of the 
residents sang along to familiar melodies.

In attendance at the Gidwitz Center were: 
Clara Berman, Gail Brenner, Dottie Fielder, Leslie 
Fox, Jerry Frank, Hynda Gamze, Rhonda Glass, 
Larry Leviton, Marilyn Lewis, Ray Lewis, Sharon 

Narrod, Jeff Raizen, Bonnie Roter, Gail Scully, 
Ernie Smolen, Karen Weiss and Phyllis Wygodny.  
On the piano was Danny Kahn.

The Beth El Chorale, under the direction 
of Hazzan Larry Goller, spends many hours 
preparing to sing during Shabbat evening 
and morning services.  In addition, they are 
also featured at the Spring Festival concert at 
our Synagogue.  Any one that is interested in 
becoming part of the Beth El Chorale is invited to 
contact Hazzan Goller.
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We are Family! 

A Beth El Shabbat Dinner
Please join us on Friday, February 3, 2012 for a Congregational  
Shabbat Dinner with your family - and your Beth El family! 

Choice of traditional or family Kabbalat Shabbat Services at 6:15pm 
followed by dinner & fun programming for the whole family. We look  
forward to sharing Shabbat with you!

Questions or need more information please contact: Jackie Melinger - jackiemelinger@gmail.
com, Elise Dayan – elise.dayan@comcast.net, Jenny Levine – jenallev@yahoo.com, Wendy 
Braverman - w.braverman@comcast.net, Kim Ephraim - eph522@comcast.net or Rabbi Schwab - 
mschwab@nssbethel.org

To register: Contact Cheryl Swenson cswenson@nssbethel.org or 847-432-8900 x222. RSVP with 
this form and mail in with payment or register and pay directly from your Beth El account online 
by visiting our website at www.nssbethel.org and log in under Current Members

$18 per adult x ___ =
(14 & up)

$10 per child x ___ =
(4-13 yrs old)

Total Amount Enclosed: $

Family Name

Name & Ages of Children Attending:

Seating Preference:

Please pay online at the nssbethel.org website or mail your check to: 1175 Sheridan Road, Highland Park, IL  60035  Attn: Shabbat Dinner
Price increases on Wednesday, February 1:  $25/Adult and $12/Child
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Ba'al Korei Institute  
Celebrates Twelve Years 
On Friday, November 4, 2011 the Ba’al Korei Institute hosted their annual 
dinner, with eighty members and their guests attending. Beginning with 
the Kabbalat Shabbat service, at which the Beth El Chorale participated, 
a very festive mood prevailed. Following the service, Shabbat dinner was 
served and the program was chaired by Karen Bieber. Inspiring words were 
delivered to the members of the Institute by Rabbi Kurtz.  

Since the founding of the Ba’al Korei Institute in 1999, 395 members 
have studied Torah cantillation and have enjoyed the honor of becoming 
members of the Institute. This year 18 new members were welcomed: 
David Aizenberg, Nathan Apter, Noah Apter, Ramona Choos, Bessie 
Cohen, Sue Cohen, Lisa Fishbein, Jeffrey Goldsmith, Jamie Hendler, Amy 
Greenberger, Joyce Joseph, Roberta Kwall, Marcie Pickard, Annie Schrayer, 
David Schwartz, Shira Schwartz, Gabriel Small and Ellen Vladem.  
The Ba’al Korei Institute was established for the purpose of teaching and 
mentoring adults and children who are interested in learning or improving 
their Torah reading skills.  

As Torah readers progress and read 
at least four times in the Synagogue, 
they receive a Tikkun Kirim, artfully 
inscribed with their name. This 
year 14 members received this 
beautiful gift: Steve Abrams, Tamar 
Aizenberg, Sue Cohen, Aaron Zell, 
Ariel Freeman, Jeffrey Goldsmith, 
Roberta Kwall, Raphael Lerner, 
Mark Mosk, Noreen Ochana, Lena 
Rabinowitz, Michael Robbins, Shira 
Shartiag and Ellen Vladem.

In addition, Reuven Solomon 
received a certificate of shomer 
having read at least 500 verses, 
David Fishbaum and Noa Ohcana received a certificate of manhiegim 
having read at least 236 verses and Marcy Freeman received a certificate of 
madricha having read at least 136 verses of Torah.  Yashar Kochachem to all 
of these recipients!

The Ba’al Korei Institute also presented a Tikkun to President, Andrew 
Brown, who accepted it on behalf the Congregation. It will be kept in the 
sanctuary and used by the Gabayim.  

A very delightful evening was enjoyed by all. May we continue to celebrate 
dinners such as this for many years to come and welcome new members 
into the Ba’al Korei Institute. 

An NSS Beth El’s Havurah group can offer you, and your family, 
a way to develop closer personal ties with other members at the 
Synagogue. Connect with members who may share your interests, 
your values or just might be involved in your current stage of life. 
See how a Havurah group experience can enrich your life and the 
life of your family for many years to come. We encourage you to 
join a Havurah today! For more information about the Havurah 
program please email Barry Shapiro at bgdak@att.net or call the 
Synagogue office for a Havurah Group application. Or come and 
see for yourself, we are sponsoring a Havurah dinner and movie 
night on Saturday night February 25th. For details on this event 
go to page 6. Hope to see you there !

Seniors Task Force
In the last few months a Seniors Task Force has been created to 
explore the needs of our older congregants at the synagogue. The 
task force will explore current programs, activities and practices 
and look to make recommendations for ways we can better 
engage and serve our older members. 

 The Task Force is chaired by our congregant, Mally Rutkoff, 
and Rob Freeman, Vice President of Membership and staffed by 
Ali Drumm, Director of Informal Education.

 Do you have thoughts, ideas or a story that would help the Task 
Force to complete their mission? Information is being developed 
now and we would like to hear from you. Please email or call Ali 
Drumm at adrumm@nssbethel or 847-432-8900 or 847-432-
2040; we look forward to hearing from you.  

Membership
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Sisterhood Happenings!  Be Involved. Be Enriched. Be Inspired. 
January begins with a fresh promise of opportunities to be involved in our Beth El Family. January 
beckons us to recall mah yafah yerushataynu (how beautiful is our heritage). January encourages us 
to rededicate ourselves to all that defines Sisterhood:  a commitment to learning more of our vital 
and dynamic Jewish tradition; to be engaged in all that helps to sustain our Jewish tradition in our 
home, Synagogue, and the larger Jewish Community; to be of service; and to live each day with 
purpose. Come along…. 

Thursday, February 9 
Noon-2:00pm

Question: 
Hummus, and pita; veggies and dip 
got you down? Another party started 
with guacamole and chips? Tired of 
your party looking like everyone else's?

Answer: 
Join Sisterhood in the kitchen and 
escape the ordinary!

Learn to make Turkey and Shiitake 
Mushroom Pot Stickers, Smoked Salmon 
Schmear on Toasted Challah and Butternut 
Squash, Baby Arugula Tartines. These flirty first courses are delicious as party starters or 
as light tapas and are worthy of your VIP guests. Bring your aprons and come to this 
hands-on workshop and leave the chips and dip behind! RSVP to Dena Cooperman at  
DenaRSCooperman@yahoo.com or 847-266-1218. $15/person by February 6;  
$18/person at the door. 

Sisterhood invites you to a Hands-on Workshop with 
our Top Chef, Laura Frankel, Executive Chef for Spertus 
Kosher Catering 

Torah Fund Book Chat
Featuring: The Arrogant Years by 
Lucette Lagnado
Shabbat, January 21
1:15-3:15pm

One girl’s search for her 
lost youth, from Cairo to 
Brooklyn. This engaging 
memoir is the second of 
two; the first was Man in 
the White Sharkskin Suit. 
Both books cover the same 
era and tell how Lagnado’s 
Jewish parents grew up, 
met, and married in old-
world Cairo, when Jews 

and Muslims lived peacefully together. After the 
revolution of 1952, Jews were forced to leave Egypt 
and the Lagnado family was among the last to leave. 

Both books describe their sad journey and myriad 
attempts to “rebuild the hearth.” As noted by the 
NY Times “It’s risky to write a second memoir 
about the same time period, but in Lagnado’s 
hands, the result feels natural and right. She 
skillfully reminds us that a single human life is 
infinitely complex, that there are as many sides to a 
story as times it is told.” A great read and a not-to-
be-missed discussion led by Rachel Kamin.

Sisterhood

If you’d like to start scrapbooking but are simply overwhelmed by the vast amount of product choices, 
join us for this special workshop. Jocelyn Tobias will help us navigate the appropriate tools and help us 
get started along the path of creating wonderful visual memories. As much a journal as a photo album, 
a scrapbook can include all kinds of memorabilia - postcards, ticket stubs, seashells, receipts, pressed 
flowers - the list is endless and can be as personal as you want it to be. Capture those special moments 
you want to savor for a lifetime. To register, please contact Dena Cooperman by Monday January 10.  
DenaRSCooperman@yahoo.com or 847-266-1218.  

The Art of Scrapbooking: The Joy of Creating Memories
with Jocelyn Tobias of Defining Moments in Wilmette
Thursday, January 12 
9:30-11:00am

Mah Jongg 
Wednesday, January 18
Wednesday, February 15
1:00-3:00pm 
Give yourself a break ! Come and join 
us for a few hours of pure relaxation 
and great company, too ! Donation: 
$5. Please contact Michelle Krawitz 
for information: 847–681-0621 or   
webs70@aol.com

Save the Date!
Sisterhood and Men’s Club’s  

Annual Dinner with Rabbi Kurtz

Tuesday, April 17 – 6:00pm
$20/person before April 10
$25/person after April 10 
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And Miriam called to them: Sing to God....   
Exodus 15:20-21

We look forward to joining our NSS Beth El Community in celebrating 
Shabbat Shira, the Shabbat of Song. It is so named because the week's 
parasha, B’Shalah includes Shirat Hayam, the song the Israelites sang 
after they crossed the Red Sea. It opens with the words, "I will sing to the 
Lord…” Come join us as we recognize some of women whose voice and 
spirit have helped to build and sustain NSS Beth El’s Sisterhood. 

Sisterhood Shabbat: Shabbat Shira
Shabbat, February 4

Sisterhood

Torah Fund News
Classes have all begun and we are all learning and enjoying it. It 
is not too late to join any class. Please come and participate.

JTS articulates a vision of Judaism that is learned and passionate, 
pluralist and authentic, traditional and egalitarian; one that is 
thoroughly grounded in Jewish texts, history, and practices, and 
fully engaged with the societies and cultures of the present. Our 
vision joins faith with inquiry; the covenant of our ancestors with 
the creative insights of today; intense involvement in the society 
and State of Israel with devotion to the flowering of Judaism 
throughout the world; service to the Jewish community, as well 
as to all of the communities of which Jews are a part: our society, 
our country, and our world.

Thank you to all those who have done the mitzvah of giving to 
Torah Fund since August.

Guardian ($300.00+): Yadelle Sklare

Benefactors: ($180.00 +): Joan Brodsky, Ruth Burack, Lois 
Chudacoff, Pearle Cohen, Goldie Dellsy, Adrienne Eckerling, 
Ruth Fischer, Allene Frost, Eileen Goldstein, Marilyn Hirsch, 
Karen Kesner, Myrna Kopin, Bryna Kurtz, Corinne Lane, Betty 
Levin, Karen Levy, Mildred Lidov, Zella Ludwig, Karen Lutz, Cara 
Madansky Stiebel, Darlene Nast, Joyce Pollack, Roselynn Roseman, 
Susan Saper, Pamela Schlosberg, Lori Stark, and Ellen Vladen.

Contributors: ($18.00+): Frances Altman, Sandra Becker, 
Eve Biller, Leonard Birnbaum, Marjorie Birnbaum, Barbara 
Blumberg, Phyllis Cohodes, Greta DeBofsky, Lana Eisenberg, 
Judy Falk, Bruno Fischer, Ethel Friefeld, June Frydman, Hynda 
Gamze, Mindy Gordon, Alice Gross, Melissa Halperin, Rebecca 
Jacobson, Joyce Joseph, Barbara Kahn, Louis Kahn, Gerry 
Kaplan, Marcia Kaplin, Doris Mirman, Hilda Reingold, Toby 
Schwartz, Hedy Sered, Gladys Shapiro, Susan Silberman, Maxine 
Simon, Anita Spieler, Anne Szanto, Miriam Tabachnik, Merle 
Tovian, Mildred Weber, Karen Weiss, Pearl White, Barbara 
Wyatt, and Phyllis Wygodny.  

See page 7 for details.

Miriam & Deborah's Women's Wilderness Night
Monday, February 6
7:00-9:00pm

Women throughout Jewish history have celebrated Rosh Chodesh by 
taking a break from their everyday lives and gathering together. We 
join our foremothers as we gather to celebrate the new month and our 
lives as Jewish women. Please join us. For more information please 
contact Pam Schlosberg at 847-433-7546 or pschlosberg@yahoo.com

New Program
Come Celebrate Rosh Hodesh. Come Study with us. 
Sisterhood explores, Why be Happy. 
Saturday, February 25
12:45-1:45pm

If it’s January, and if Passover is early (which it is!), then it’s time to think 
about Purim!  Once again, we invite you to share in one of the warmest tra-
ditions of Purim, sending Mishloach Manot to family, friends, clergy, teachers, 
and staff.  You can order Mishloach Manot through us and we will coordinate 
the rest. 

Each package will include kosher treats including hamantashen baked by our 
own Beth El Youth, dried fruit and more. Best of all each, Purim Packages 
will include your name and personal greeting to each recipient you select!  
Watch for our Mishloach Manot letter and order form in the mail, online 
and in your email and take a moment to place an order. We appreciate your 
continued support of this program.

Announcing: Mishloach Manot 2012
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Beth El Men's Club "Keeper of the Flame"

Hello my friends. It is now winter in Chicago but no need to fret because 
your award winning Men’s Club has a fantastic slate of programs scheduled 
for the next 6 months to keep your mind off the cold. In my note to all 
of you last year I stated my goal of doubling the size of our club from 150 
members to 300 in 2 years and I am happy to report that membership is 
up since last year and we are on our way to my goal. However we still need 
your support. We have a lot more great events this year with 2 amazing 
programs coming up in the next few weeks. Men’s Club Shabbat weekend 
is kicking off in a few days followed by our 7th Annual Scotch Tasting 
Night on 1/26. These are 2 events not to be missed.  These events are open 
to all members of the club and this is just the tip of the iceberg. We have 
a gourmet food and wine night coming up in February, sporting events 
throughout the winter, spring and into summer as well as opportunities 
to learn, teach and give back to the community. Men’s Club is the place 
to be. Please join our club today so you don’t miss out. Please reach out 
to our membership VP Aaron Krumbein at akrumbein@sbcglobal.net for 
more details or go to our page on the Beth El web site. Thank you.

Jeffrey Goldsmith
Men’s Club President

On Sunday morning, November 13, 2011 our Men’s Club was proud 
to honor Darryl Temkin with the prestigious award known as “Keeper 
of the Flame”. Over 50 guests were present to honor Darryl including 
representatives of other Men’s Clubs from the Midwest Region. The award 
has been given to members of our Men’s Club for their leadership and 
devoted work for our club. The program was chaired by Philip Feitelberg 
and Ron Goldberg.

After graduating from the Illinois College of Pharmacy, Darryl worked 
and was part owner of Solomon-Cooper Drugs in Chicago’s Gold Coast.  
There, he was known as “pharmacist to the stars”. Currently you can find 
Darryl dispensing medication and good advice at North Shore University 
Health System’s satellite pharmacy at Sunset Foods in Northbrook and 
Lake Forest.

Darryl has been a member of North Suburban Synagogue Beth El since 
1985 and a very active member of Men’s Club for over 10 years. He 
has served tirelessly in various positions as Membership Vice President, 
Executive Vice President, finally being elected as President of Men’s 
Club. Darryl is currently a Vice President of the Midwest Region Board 
of Directors as well as a member of our Men’s Club Board. One of the 
founders of the Shabbat Morning Assistance Program at The Lieberman 
Geriatric Health Care Center in Skokie, he continues to recruit additional 
volunteers.

Married for 36 years to his lovely wife Mira, they have three wonderful 
grown children; Alison, Hilary and Roni Most, Ari and Margo. They are 
proud grandparents of Riley and Bella Rose Most.

Men's Club

Men's Club Man of the Year 2012
By acclimation, our Men’s Club 
nominated Jeffrey Goldsmith as 
our Man of the Year.  There was no 
doubt that Jeffrey was our man. A 
tireless worker for Men’s Club since 
he arrived from his home town 
New York, where he grew up. He 
has devoted countless hours to our 
congregation and club.  Jeffrey has 
served Men’s Club as Vice President 
of Membership, Programming and 
as Executive Vice President. His 
energy and devotion to the club 

made it evident that Jeffrey was presidential material. He has served in that 
position for the past two years.  

A regular at Shabbat morning services, he has learned to read Torah and 
has done so a number of times.  Jeffrey can also be found in the Bet 
Midrash for Shabbat Mincha and on Sunday morning.  

He is currently Regional Vice President at Curran and Connors, Inc. in 
Northfield, IL, residing in Highland Park with his lovely wife Stacy and 
two beautiful daughters Sydney and Ellie.

Jeffrey will be honored as Man of the Year on Sunday, February 19, 
2012 at a brunch to be held at Beth Hillel Congregation B’nai Emunah, 
Wilmette, IL. Everyone is welcome to attend.

Bagels For Your 
Brains

Featuring a special guest speaker.
Sunday, January 8
Breakfast: 9:30am

Discussion: 10:00am

Watch your e-mail and check our web site for more great events. We 
will have a Men’s Club bowling night coming up, an outing to a Hawks 
game and Bulls game as well as a sports day coming up in early spring. 
Also Torah Study, Maot Chatim food packing and delivery for Pesach 
and much more!
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7th Annual
Scotch Tasting Event
The N.S.S Beth El Men’s Club proudly presents its 7th annual 
Single Malt Scotch Tasting. Our great friends at Binny’s are 
bringing in the experts from the world-renowned distillery, 
Glenmorangie. Come join us at this very popular event. All men 
and women 21 and over are welcome. Snacks and coffee will  
be served. 

Covert- Paid up Men’s Club members, Free 
Non-members: $15.00.  Join the Men’s Club the night of the 
event and get in free. 

Tell and bring all your friends, reservations are required. 
RSVP- Michael Salberg mbsalberg@sbcglobal.net or  
847-831-0581.

Friday, January 6 
With a special Ruach Shabbat service and dinner
Service : 6:15pm 
Dinner : 7:00pm
Cost: Adults $15.00 - Under 12 Yrs. $8.00
In Addition, you can also be a sponsor: $36, $54 or $72.
Checks Payable To: NSS Beth El Men’s Club 
Please Reply To: Darryl Temkin 847-433-2108 or Dotpill@aol.com
Reservations required.
 
Saturday, January 7
Men's Club Shabbat Service: 8:50 am
 
Saturday Night Open House Party at Jeffrey Goldsmith's house
Please RSVP to Jeffrey at jbg724@gmail.com

Men's Club

Men's Club  
Shabbat Weekend

Upcoming Events
February 4: Gourmet Dining & Wine Pairing 

February 5: World Wide Wrap 
Join Men’s Clubs and congregations around 
the world as we teach and practice the 
Mitzvah of wrapping Tefillin.

February 12: Co-hosting a reception with 
the artist, Molly J. Schiff. See page 8 for 
details.
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Social Action In Action

Thanksgiving in Canada is nothing but a footnote in the 
calendar year. We Canadians generally have a Thanksgiving 
tradition of piling into someone’s car, crossing the border into 
the US and shopping at Target (and all the other chains that 

have not found their way north across the 49th parallel). For us, it is a 
welcome long October weekend – nothing more. Growing up, I always 
chuckled when my good friend Emily’s family served turkey that day.  
And gratitude? A younger version of me would have found that concept 
entirely sentimental, if not hokey. I experienced my first real American 
Thanksgiving seven years ago shortly after we moved here. Our dear friends 

invited us, the new 
‘immigrants’, and 
introduced us to 
the beauty of a 
mellow, casual and 
delicious meal where 
we came together 
to relax, pause for a 
moment and reflect 
on our gifts. It was 
practically out of the 
movies for me - and 
I loved it! At every 
Thanksgiving meal 
I have participated 
in since, I expressed 
tearful gratitude for 
the friendships that 
have sustained us 
here, as David and 
I both come from 
closely knit families 

and we miss them so much. What joy it is to have dear friends! They are 
our lifeline.  And for that we are grateful. 

This Thanksgiving, however, will be different. I can guarantee it. I 
am writing this short essay only hours after returning from Beth El’s 
Thanksgiving Mitzvah Project, expertly planned and organized by Honey 
Bronson and her amazing team. As with last year, I found it incredible 
to see so many joyful members of my Beth El family come together and 
lovingly put together holiday baskets for over 100 Glenwood School 
families in Waukegan. Our kids made beautiful cards; teenagers and their 
dads loaded their shoulders with full baskets and filled up waiting minivans 
and station wagons. Everyone was so eager to help. Amy Newman, who 
is a Beth El member and teacher at Glenwood made this ‘shidduch’ years 
ago. This year, she invited the Principal and some of the members of the 
Glenwood teaching team to come and witness ‘how we do it’. Watching 

them watch us moved me. I’m sure there must be a part of them that feels 
their students, who live in a community where poverty is rampant, occupy 
a forgotten corner of the world. Their eyes and the expression on their faces 
were of pure gratitude when they saw just how many of us wanted to help 
their kids!  

My heart was full when I drove my packed car up to Waukegan but I 
actually thought it might burst when I pulled into the Glenwood parking 

lot. Hundreds of people, men, women and children of all ages, were piling 
in and out of the school. Arriving as families and leaving with their arms 
full of fresh fruit and baskets of the food we delivered - they were joyous 
and grateful! It was honestly not what I expected. I assumed that if times 
were so hard that you needed to rely on the generosity of strangers, for 
even one meal, then surely you wouldn’t have an attitude of gratitude. But 
that is where I was wrong. I sat with Amy as she ‘checked in’ the families 
who signed up for our baskets. The relief on their faces was palpable. One 
little boy wrote a letter on behalf of his family to Beth El. This short note 
will underscore for us why we must, at the very least, continue with our 
Thanksgiving mitzvah project: 

Temple Beth El – Dear Church People,
Thank you for the food. I am very happy for the free food.  And that my 
family doesn’t need to spend money. Have a good thanksgiving…

For me, this note was a stunning reminder of just how blessed I am.  
But it was also a really loud call to action…Social Action! Together, We 
have the ability to make a difference – and for that I am truly grateful.   

Jacqueline Kott-Wolle
Chair, Social Action

Thoughts on Social Action – Gratitude from a Canadian Girl Who Loves Thanksgiving!

Upcoming Social Action Opportunities
January 17th – JUF Uptown Café For ages 12+, serve dinner to neighborhood needy. Contact Bryna Kurtz at 847-432-1039 or brynakurtz@aol.com 

February 20th – JUF Uptown Café For ages 12+, serve dinner to neighborhood needy. Contact Bryna Kurtz at 847-432-1039 or brynakurtz@aol.com
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Social Action in Action

Last Sunday my son Evan and his friend Jack and I went to the JUF 
Uptown Café to be part of the Beth El delegation headed by Bryna Kurtz. 
Since they have been 12 and old enough to participate, they have enjoyed 
helping at the Uptown Café. It was one of their first experiences of actually 
serving people face to face on their own. We’re taught not only how to 
take the drink and food orders of the clients at the café, but how to treat 

them with respect and confidentiality. After we serve drinks and food, 
we also have an opportunity to take a plate of food and join the clients at 
their table. Brunch this Sunday included eggs, toast, roasted vegetables, 
meat/potato knishes and fruit. The boys particularly enjoyed the knishes! 
It was great to watch the boys serve and interact with people. Evan found 
the people at his table so friendly and nice and said that he really enjoyed 
talking with them. “I had a great time”, was Jack’s comment as we were 
leaving. We couldn’t agree more! 

Dina Lissoos

Beth El serves Brunch at the JUF Uptown Café 
All-Member Mitzvah Day 
Sunday, February 26, 2012

 

Mitzvah Day has been a tremendous success 
at Beth El with more than 300 families taking 

part in a day of volunteerism.  Join your 
fellow congregants again—as an individual 
or family—in one of the community action 

projects offered.
 

Make Meals for the Homeless
Organize a food pantry

Troop Support
Visit with the less fortunate

More!
 

PRE-REGISTRATION REQUIRED

Be a mensch…Do a mitzvah!
 

Be an active member/coordinator on the 2012  
Mitzvah Day planning committee.  

More projects, more participation, more pride! 
Sponsored by the Social Action Committee

 
Contact: Jacqueline Kott-Wolle at 847-681-0373

or jkottwolle@hotmail.com

Several years ago, Beth El 
began a partnership with a 
Masorti Conservative Synagogue 
in Ashkelon, Kehillat Netzach 
Israel. Netzach Israel is a 
vibrant community providing 
services such as early childhood 
education, afternoon day care, 
family education, NOAM youth 
movement, adult and family 
education, summer day camp, 
Bar/Bat Mitzvah programs and 

ritual services.  
Many of our members, including our students studying in Israel, have 

spent time at Netzach Israel and have been welcomed into their community.
In a city of over 200 synagogues, Netzach Israel is the only non-Orthodox 

Synagogue in Ashkelon, and as such, does not receive Government 
funding. The success of Kehillat Netzach Israel is due to the support of 
their local members and overseas supporters.

 

Terri Davis, their overseas coordinator, was invited to speak to the Board 
of Directors at the October Board meeting. Terri spoke of the many 
successes of their synagogue, and credited this success to the support of 
their overseas partners. Their need for partners is greater today than ever.  
Their community has been subjected to the constant fear due to rockets 
being fired into Ashkelon daily. They are a fully protected public building 
with shelters and rocket resistant windows and remain open as a safe haven 
throughout all hostilities. Funds are needed to provide activities for the 
elderly, sports activities to keep the children relaxed, educational and fun 
activities for all ages, as well as spiritual guidance.  

Over the years, many of our members have become overseas supporters, 
and our schools and youth community have partnered with their schools.  
If you are interested in becoming an overseas member, you can go to their 
website: www.netzach-israel.org.il  or send your donation to:

Masorti Foundation for Conservative Judaism
475 Riverside Drive - Suite 832
NY, NY. 10015-0122

Please make sure to let them know the donation is designated for
Kehillat Netzach Israel Ashkelon.

Kehillat Netzach – Israel Our Sister Synagogue in Ashkelon
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A main focus of the educational program is teaching Ivrit (Hebrew), 
including biblical and modern.  Ivrit is a key that opens many locks.  It 
has the power to unravel our past, enable us to fully participate in 
synagogue life, and connect us to modern Israel.

Research shows that children can acquire a foreign language quickly 
and easily and that childhood may be a critical period for mastering 
certain aspects of language such as proper pronunciation.  Like any other 
skill, the study of Ivrit requires time, repetition, and practice.  Jewish 
tradition teaches us the value of perseverance (hatmadah) and the 
designation of a fixed study time (keva).  These two values go hand-in-
hand and are instrumental to the attaining of mastery.  Efforts are being 
made to overhaul the Ivrit curriculum in the next few months in order to 
develop standardized goals for students from Religious School through 
Hebrew High School.

On another note, January offers an opportunity for the broadening 
of communication between parents and teachers.  Parents in the 
Cohen Religious School are cordially invited to attend Parent-Teacher 
Conferences to be held on January 8th and 9th.  Additionally, parents in 
both the Cohen Religious School and the Sokol Hebrew High School will 
receive progress reports twice a year, in January and in June. 

I look forward to our continued partnership.

Alicia Gejman
Director of Formal Education

M'Shulchan Hamenahelet Jack and Mildred Cohen Religious School
January/February – Tevet /Adar 5772

Jan 4 Wednesday Classes Resume

Jan 8-9 Sunday-Monday Parent -Teacher Conferences (No School)

Jan 14 Shabbat Gimel Seudah & Havdallah

Jan 15 Sunday PADS - Kindergarten, First Grade, & Fifth Grade

Jan16 Monday No School - Martin Luther King Jr. Day

Jan 20 Friday Alef Shabbat Service & Oneg

Jan 21 Shabbat Beth El Shabbaton

Jan 25 Wednesday Vav Pictures

Jan 30 Monday Vav Pictures Re-take

Feb 5 Sunday Tu B'Shevat Celebration
Vav Third Rotation Begins

Feb 6 Monday Shalom Club I-Program

Feb 11&18 Shabbat Dalet Shabbat Services

Feb 19-20 Sunday-Monday No School

Feb 25 Shabbat Dalet Shabbat Services

Feb 26 Sunday Beth El Mitzvah Day

Feb 29 Wednesday Kadima I-Program

Bernard H. Sokol Hebrew High School
January/February – Tevet /Adar 5772

Jan 8 Sunday Classes Resume/Spring Term Begins
Va'ad Studentim Meeting at 1:00pm

Jan 15 Sunday No School

Jan 23 Monday Supper Club - Eleventh Graders

Jan 30 Monday Supper Club - Eleventh Graders

Feb 19 Sunday No School

Feb 26 Sunday Beth El Mitzvah Day

Jack & Mildred Cohen Religious School and 
Bernard H. Sokol Hebrew High School

Tu B'Shevat Rocks!

Sunday, January 29, 2012
4:00-6:00pm
Join Beth El for an afternoon of fun, family, 
and an outrageously hip kiddie-rock concert 
for Tu B'Shevat.

Tickets are $15 per person or $36 for a family 
of three or more. *dinner available for purchase

with
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Terrific Tuesdays 
are held in the 

Grossinger Brickman 
Activity Room at 
North Suburban 

Synagogue Beth El

Our Pre-School is always a very vibrant and busy place.  We just 
finished celebrating Thanksgiving and Hanukkah and then the Pre-School 
got very quiet as our children and their families took a two week winter 
break.  When we return in January we are well into winter and some have 
called this period of time the “winter doldrums” – but not so at the Paul S. 
and Sylvia Steinberg Pre-School.  Our calendar is full of activities for our 
children and adults.  

We begin the month of January with a new program called “Terrific 
Tuesdays”.  This is really two programs:  one for adults only and one for 
children with an adult.  During the next three months we invite you to 
come to a “drop-in” activity time in the Grossinger Brickman Activity 
Room from 3:30-4:30pm.  Pre-School aged children will have fun playing 
on the equipment while adults will have time to visit one another.  Our 
first “drop-in” is set for January 10th.  We will welcome Rachel Kamin, the 
director of the Joseph and Mae Gray Cultural & Learning Center to share 
a story with the children during the hour.  On January 17th at 8:00pm 
adults are invited to attend our Speaker Series.  Our first speaker will be 
Alice Belgrade, M.S. Ed., LCPC, BCBA, a licensed Clinical Therapist from 
Chicago Behavior Consultants, Inc.  We hope that you will join us as she 
shares her insights in “From Defiance to Compliance”.  

On January 21st our Pre-School families will participate in the 
Synagogue Shabbaton.  Our teachers will present a play based on a Shabbat 
Story for children.  We will have a Seudah Shlishet (third meal of Shabbat 

and participate in Maariv and Havdalah with the synagogue community. 
Once again this year, our Parent Auxiliary will be converting the 

Grossinger Brickman Activity Room into a  Tu B’Shevat Forest on Sunday, 
February 5th.  Our children will have the opportunity to explore a “forest 
in Israel” and celebrate Tu B’Shevat.  You are welcome to visit us and see 
the amazing forest.  

Our Parent Auxiliary welcomes everyone to join us at “Art After Dark” 
on Saturday night, February 11th.  There are many ways to participate in 
this evening which will include a silent auction, hors d’oeuvres, dessert, 
music, drinks and lot of fun.  All proceeds will be used for our Pre-School 
Art Program. 

 Registration is now underway for the 2012-13 school year and for our 
Summer Camp for infants through 4 year olds.  We have on going classes 
for infants through toddlers with an adult called “Small and Tall”.  Pre-
School begins with Parent/Toddler and Transition classes for children 17 
months old and continues through 4 year old Pre-Kindergarten.  

For a tour or information about any of our programs, please contact 
Caron Knopoff at the Pre-School office 847-432-2830.    

Caron Knopoff
Steinberg Pre-School Director

Paul S. and Sylvia Steinberg Pre-School

Terrific Tuesdays......Answering the Big Questions For Jewish Parents.

Open Gym  
on January 10, 

February 14, and 
March 20th is from 

3:30-4:30pm

Parenting Program 
Speaker Series  
on January 17, 

February 28th, and 
March 13th begins  

at 8:00pm

Join us for two Terrific Tuesday programs for parents of young children!

Open Gym: A “drop-in” activity hour for pre-school aged children from 3:30-4:30pm ending with a story or 
music time. Adults will have time to visit one another while enjoying this special time with their children.

Parenting Program Speaker Series: Beginning at 8:00pm, parents will have an opportunity to hear from 
and ask questions of experts on issues of nutrition and health, behavior, raising Jewish
children and other educational topics.

• Tuesday January 10th– Open Gym
• Tuesday February 14th- Open Gym
• Tuesday March 20th– Open Gym

• Tuesday January 17th– Alice Belgrade, From Defiance to Compliance
• Tuesday February 28th– Parenting Program
• Tuesday March 13th– Parenting Program

Call 847-432-2830 or email  
anussbaum@nssbethel.org  

for more information
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Kol No'ar
The Voice of the Youth

Youth Community Spring Calendar at a Glance

M&M Club (Kindergarten to 2nd Grade)

Saturday, January 21st from 1:15 -2:15pm 
Shabbat: A Palace in M&M Club (Part of the Beth El Shabbaton) 

Sunday, March 11th from 9:30-10:30am
Tzedakah Shuk iProgram

Saturday, May 5th from 11:00-1:30pm 
K-5th Grade Youth Community Family Shabbat Lunch 
and Games

Sunday, June 3rd, Afternoon
End of the Year Program 

BEANS Kadima (6th to 8th Grade)
Wednesday, January 25th from 4:30-6:00pm
Kadima Lounge Night 

Sunday, February 12th from 1:00-5:00pm
Ice Skating in Millennium Park 

Sunday, February 26th, Afternoon
CHUSY Regional Kadima Day Program

Wednesday, February 29th from 6:00-8:00pm
Hamentashen Baking iProgram

Sunday, March 18th, Afternoon	
Kadima Spring Break Party Field Trip 

Wednesday, May 2nd from 4:30-6:00pm
Kadima Board Elections and Lounge Night 

Sunday, May 20th, Late Afternoon
Kadima End of the Year Party Field Trip 

Thursday, May 31st, from 6:00-9:00pm
Beth El Youth Community Awards and Kadima  
Officer Installations  

BEANS USY (9th to 12th Grade)

The Horwitz-Hoffman Youth Lounge is open for USYers Tuesday 
Nights from 7:00-9:00pm for programs, games, snacks, and 
more. Anyone is welcome. We hope to see you stop by, even if 
it’s just for a quick “Hello”.  

Monday, January 16th, from 7:30am-4:15pm
CHUSY Region’s  MLK Jr. Day of Volunteering. Join hundreds 
of Volunteers throughout Chicagoland for this hands on 
volunteer service project in the Englewood Area of Chicago, in 
conjunction with City Year. 

Saturday, January 21st , after Shabbat 
Second City Comedy Club Night in the City (see next page)

Friday and Saturday, February 3rd to 4th
CHUSY Region’s Midwinter Shabbaton hosted by Beth El. 

Saturday to Monday, February 18th to 20th 
A Weekend of Greatness. Travel with BEANS USY to the Mall 
of America and Kalahari Resort in one, weekend of Greatness! 
Don’t believe it can be done? Join us and we will show you the 
time of your life. (see next page) 

Sunday, March 4th
The Annual Beth El Purim Carnival. We need all hands on deck as 
we transform the Blumberg into a Purim Carnival Wonderland. 

Saturday, March 17th, After Shabbat
BEANS USY Spring Break Party Field Trip 

Monday, April 16th from 7:00-9:00pm
1.5 Million Penny Project Community Tekes (Ceremony) 

Friday to Sunday, April 20th to 22nd
CHUSY Region’s Spring Kinnus

Saturday to Sunday, May 5th to 6th
Israelpalooza Lock-In – Dance the night away at a Tel-Aviv 
Disco, play games, and eat Falafel all while celebrating Israel 
before the community-wide Walk for Israel on Sunday. 

Tuesday, May 8th from 7:00-9:00pm
BEANS USY Election Night 

Thursday, May 31st, from 6:00-9:00pm
Beth El Youth Community Awards and USY Officer Installations 

Shalom Club (3rd to 5th grade) 
Monday, February 6th from 4:00-6:00pm
Tu B’Shevat Scavenger Hunt iProgram

Saturday, February 25th from 11:00-1:30pm
Shalom Club Shabbat Lunch and Games 

Thursday, March 15th from 6:00-7:30pm
Shalom Club Spring Break Party

Tuesday, April 3rd from 6:00-8:00pm
Chocolate Seder with Shalom Club 

Saturday, May 5th from 11:00-1:30pm 
K-5th Grade Youth Community Family Shabbat Lunch and Games 

Sunday, May 20th, after Religious School 
Shalom Club End of the Year Party Field Trip 

BEANS PB&J (6th to 12th Grade)

Monday, February 13th from 6:00-7:00pm 
Winter Wonderland Program 

Monday, March 5th from 6:00-7:00pm 
PB&J Movie Night 

Monday, April 2nd from 6:00-7:00pm 
PB&J Passover Seder

Monday, May 14th from 6:00-7:00pm 
PB&J End of the Year Picnic
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Kol No'ar
The Voice of the Youth

Questions about the Youth 
Community?  
Please contact Matthew Levitt, 
Associate Youth Community Director, 
at mlevitt@nssbethel.org or at  
847-432-8900 ext. 214.

Second City Comedy Club
Saturday, January 21st
7:00-11:00pm

Saturday, February 18th–Monday, February 20th
Drop Off Time on 2/18: 10:00pm
Pick Up Time on 2/20: 5:00pm

The Weekend
Greatness

Cost: $30 per person

Join BEANS USY as we venture to one of Chicago’s best comedy clubs, 
Second City. 

USYers are also encouraged to participate in the Beth El Shabbaton. 
Participation in the Shabbaton includes meals and is free of charge. The 
Shabbaton will lead into our trip to Second City.

Transportation to and from Beth El will be provided.

RSVP by Jan. 13th to Matthew Levitt by texting 815-355-0912 or emailing 
mlevitt@nssbethel.org.

Payment can be brought to the event with the permission slip below

Travel with BEANS USY to the Mall of America and Kalahari Resort 
in one weekend of Greatness. Don’t believe it can be done? Join us 
and we will show you the time of your life.

Highlights Include: Mall of America Scavenger Hunt, an Unlimited 
Roller Coaster Ride Pass, Kalahari Water Park and Theme Park 
experience, Great Food, and plenty of time to chill. 

Resort Weekend Costs:
By January 16th-$199
By February 1st -$229
After February 1st -$249 and space dependent!

Payment can be accepted online with a credit card through your 
Beth El Member Account. If you need your login and password 
please contact Kathy Stinson at kstinson@nssbethel.org. 

Signed up participants will receive more information after February 5.

Second City Comedy Club

Name

Grade

Emergency Contact Person

Emergency Contact Number

Other Medical/Allegeries

Payment Type (Please Circle):

Cash      Check The Weekend of Greatness

Name                                      Grade

USYer Cell                  USYer Email

Emergency Contact Person

Emergency Contact Number

Other Medical/Allegeries

Payment Type (Please Circle):

Cash      Check    Online Credit
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5772 Purim 2012
Listen & Learn, Give & Send, Masquerade & 
Parade, Eat, Drink & Be Merry!

SUNDAY, MARCH 4: PURIM CARNIVAL
10:00-11:00am for preschoolers
11:00am-1:00pm for all ages
Carnival games, prizes, inflatables, food & fun for the whole family! Wear 
your costume and bring non-perishable canned and boxed goods for the 
Annual Food Drive.
Note: Regular Religious School classes will be held from 9:00-11:00am.
Pick-up Hamentashen orders and Mishloach Manot bags, 10:30am-1:00pm.
 
SUNDAY, MARCH 11: M&M Club iProgram
9:00-11:00am
Have a great time with your M&M Club friends celebrating the holiday as 
only Beth El knows how.
 
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 7: FAST OF ESTHER and EREV PURIM
Costumes, songs, and Megillah fun!
5:30pm - Young Family Purim Celebration – Children 2nd grade & younger 
are invited to wear a costume to this special celebration including Mincha/
Ma’ariv Services, a Purim puppet show, parade, dinner, and more! RSVP to 
Ali at adrumm@nssbethel.org or 847-432-8903 x218.
5:40pm - Traditional Mincha service
6:00pm - Traditional Ma’ariv service and Megillah reading
6:15pm - Early dinner for Young Families
7:00pm - Congregational Megillah Reading in the Field Family Sanctuary 
for all ages featuring the “Haman” stop light, the Beth El Youth Chorale, 
songs, a costume parade, & prizes followed by festive meal.
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Apricot Poppy Seed Cherry Chocolate

Raspberry Strawberry Total Amount Enclosed:  $

Name Phone

Address E-mail Address

City Zip

Return completed order form with payment in the form of a check to:
NSSBE
Attn: Hamentashen Orders
1175 Sheridan Road
Highland Park, IL 60035
Please make checks payable to NSSBE. 
All orders are by the dozen or half dozen. For one dozen, mark “1.”  For a half dozen, mark “1/2.”

New Option - Order Online at www.nssbethel.org on the Youth Community page.  

Purim is coming, so order your hamentashen right away!
The Beth El Youth Community Bakers are at it again! Order delicious hamentashen 
for yourself and your friends. All proceeds go to Tikun Olam, USY's tzedakah fund. 

Order deadline extended to Tuesday, February 28, 2012.
Only $12 per dozen in six great flavors! 

Orders can be picked up at the South Entrance of the synagogue 
at the Purim Carnival on March 4, 2012 from 9:00am to 1:00pm 
unless other arrangements are made. For more information or to 
make special pickup arrangements, call the Youth Community at 
847-432-8903 x214 or e-mail Matt at mlevitt@nssbethel.org.
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North Shore  
Community Kallah 5772

Location: Temple Jeremiah, 937 Happ Road, Northfield, IL 60093 
February 7, 14 and 21, 2012

For 10 years the North Shore Chavurah of Rabbis has gathered together to create an opportunity 
to learn as a community. For the second year in a row we are pleased to welcome the partnership of 
Spertus College in the program. Rabbis from the North Shore Community will be teaching mini-
courses of three weeks (in one case, two weeks) during the first hour, and in the second hour faculty 
from Spertus will engage the whole community. First hour classes run from 7:00-8:00pm and 
second hour lectures run from 8:15-9:15pm. All are welcome to participate. You can sign up for one 
hour or both. Please keep in mind that the early sessions are classes that run for three weeks, while 
the second hour is made up of independent lectures.

1st Hour Class Choices Meet 7:00-8:00pm (Select One)
 
The World to Come: Jewish Views of the Afterlife
Rabbi Paul Cohen - Temple Jeremiah of Northfield
What happens when I die? Together we will explore the many responses to this question in Jewish 
texts from the Torah to modern writing on how Jews can, do and should think about this world and 
the world to come.

Ritual In Our Lives
Rabbi Lisa S. Greene - North Shore Congregation Israel of Glencoe
An exploration of the role or ritual, traditional facets of Jewish ritual and new opportunities for 
creating Jewish ritual.

Grounding Ourselves through the Practices of Anavah/Humility and Kavod  
(Honor, Respect, Preserve Dignity)
Rabbi Nina Mizrahi - JCC of Chicago
During the course of our three sessions we will explore how honor and humility ground us ethically 
and prepare us to fulfill holy obligations such as:
Kibud Av va'eim/Honor your father and mother
K'vod Ha-Briyot/Honor all of creation
K'vod Shabbat/Honor the experience of Being in God's Universe
V'ahavta l'rei'echa kamocha/loving your neighbor as yourself
K'vod atzmi/loving ourselves by honoring the Divine within
Ahavat ha-ger/loving the stranger
This class will involve both text study (English) as well as an exploration of the personal spiritual 
work needed for us to live more spiritually fulfilled lives.

Jewish Conceptions of God -- Developing a Personal Theology
Rabbi Vernon Kurtz/Rabbi Michael Schwab - North Suburban Synagogue Beth El of Highland Park
Jews have spoken about God in many different ways in our history. How do we grapple with the 
crucial questions of our day and develop our own way to speak about God?

From Abraham to Today in 3 weeks
Rabbi Isaac Serotta - Lakeside Congregation of Highland Park
A (very) brief history of the Middle East. A building block to understanding where we are, is to 
understand where we’ve come from. 
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Egypt and Jerusalem: An Archaeology Slide-Talk
Rabbi Eitan Weiner Kaplow (Feb 14 and 21 only) - Shir Hadash of Northbrook
Week one will focus on Jerusalem from prehistory through the Roman Period, and week 
two will tell us what we know about the Exodus.

Bahya ibn Pakuda and Hovot HaLevavot - Duties of the Heart.
Rabbi Victor Weissberg - Rabbi Emeritus, Temple Beth-El of Northbrook
Judaism's most popular Medieval text. Bahya starts with the first commandment and 
jumps to the Shema to build a most loving and committed Jewish way of life for the 
simplest and most erudite member of our sacred community. What can we learn from 
this mystery teacher?

8:00-8:15pm - Coffee and Conversation

2nd Hour Presentation by Spertus Faculty 8:15-9:15pm

February 7 – Biblical Israel in Modern Israel
Dr. Rachel Havrelock
How much does the modern state of Israel resemble ancient Israel? Does the territory 
match up? Are the political systems similar? Are the armies alike? By looking at the 
biblical books of Joshua and Judges and thinking about the unique challenges of the 
State of Israel, we will build a bridge from the ancient past to the present.

February 14 – Arabs in a Jewish State: Between Integration & Alienation
Dr. Elie Rekhess
The 1948 war created a unique situation: A Palestinian-Arab minority amidst the 
Jewish state of Israel. This lecture will focus on minority-majority relations in Israel, 
with emphasis on the national dilemma (the interrelation between the Israeli, Arab, 
Palestinian and Muslim/Christian components of identity), and on the impact which the
sizable Arab minority has on Israel's nature as a “Jewish and Democratic” state.

February 21 – Arab-Israelis and Hebrew Culture: Anton Shammas and Sayyed Kashua
Dr. Todd Hasak-Lowy
Hebrew literature in Israel has, for obvious reasons, been an overwhelmingly Jewish 
undertaking. But there are a small set of non-Jewish Israelis who have made important 
contributions to Hebrew culture. This talk will present the cases of Anton Shammas and 
Sayed Kashua, two Arab-Israeli Hebrew writers whose fascinating work sheds light on 
both the place of Arabs in Israel and the condition of Hebrew culture as a whole. 	  

How to Register:	  
Registration by email to Phyllis@templejeremiah.org or  
call Phyllis Burg at 847-441-5760 x110 

Include the following for each person attending:  

Name ______________________________________________Synagogue ______________________________

Address____________________________________________City _______________________Zip _________

Phone _________________________Email_______________________________________________________

1st Hour Class Choice is __________________________________________________________________

I plan to only attend the 2nd Hour Presentations
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- In memory of Edith H. Weiss and Sidney Weiss, 
beloved parents - Karen Weiss

- In memory of Edward Center and with 
appreciation to Rabbi Kurtz - Robert and Iris 
Center

- In memory of Willard Aaron, beloved husband 
of Sally Aaron - Karen Weiss

- In honor of Andrew Brown becoming President 
of Beth El - Jonathan Feiger & Nancy Laben

- In appreciation of our anniversary Aliyah - 
Marlene & Seth Halpern

- In honor of Andi and Ken Saffir being honored 
by the Chicagoland Jewish High School - Jeffrey 
and Roberta Kwall

- In honor of Anita Hara’s special birthday - 
Raymond Hara

- In honor of Bruno Fischer’s special birthday - 
Steven, David and Deborah Kaplan

- In honor of Daniel Pickard becoming a Bar 
Mitzvah and with appreciation to Rabbi Kurtz - 
Brad and Marcie Pickard

- In honor of Matthew Frisch becoming a Bar 
Mitzvah and with appreciation to Rabbi Kurtz - 
James and Bonnie Frisch

- In honor of Maury and Deanna Sable’s kindness 
to Bobbi’s mother - Samuel and Irene Shanes

- In honor of Michelle and Zachary’s AufRuf and 
with appreciation to Rabbi Kurtz - Lawrence and 
Susan Silberman

- In honor of our children’s, Seth & Marlene 
Halpern’s 20th Wedding Anniversary - Isaac and 
Myriam Reiser

- In honor of Rabbi Kurtz receiving the Masorti 
Olami Tribute Award 
- Eliezer and Elaine Krumbein
- Lana and Nat Grey
- Rachel and Alan Russo
- Amos and Edith Turner

- In honor of Robbie Aronoff becoming a Bar 
Mitzvah - Janice and Jeff Aronoff

- In honor of Steven Hara’s and Oliver Hara’s 
birthdays - Raymond Hara

- In honor of the birth of our grandchildren, Max 
and Rose, and with appreciation to Rabbi Kurtz - 
Bruce and Audrey Silver

- In memory of Abraham Cohen - Bernard and 
Elaine Reisin

- In memory of Abraham Dobkin, beloved father - 
Janice and David Lasky

- In memory of Allegra Rousso, beloved mother - 
Sherwin and Odette Rubinstein

Rabbi Kurtz’s Discretionary Fund 

Todah Rabbah We are grateful for the following contributions:

- In memory of Anna Citro, beloved mother - 
Sherry Kantar

- In memory of Arnold S. Goldstein, beloved 
husband - Karyn Goldstein

- In memory of Ben Freifeld, beloved father-in-law - 
Marilyn Freifeld

- In memory of Bernard Hirsch, beloved husband - 
Adele Hirsch

- In memory of Diane Sherman, beloved wife 
and with appreciation to Rabbi Kurtz - Leonard 
Sherman

- In memory of Dr. Esther Robinson, beloved 
sister - Mortin and Karen Levy

- In memory of Earl Hymen, beloved father of Joel 
Hymen - Terri and Michael Lipsitz & Family

- In memory of Edith Hartman, beloved sister of 
Dr. Melvin Sered - Elmer and Ruth Burack

- In memory of Edward Center and with 
appreciation to Rabbi Kurtz - David and Linda 
Center

- In memory of Eleanor Strauss, beloved mother - 
Benton and Sandra Strauss

- In memory of Emmanuel Rich, beloved father - 
Sheila Olshansky

- In memory of Evelyn Pomerantz, beloved sister - 
Daniel Nast Jr. and Dolly Nast

- In memory of Fannie Friefeld, beloved mother-
in-law - Ethel Friefeld

- In memory of Harry Pluda 
- Steven and Marsha Levin 
- Sidney and Natalie Rosenberg

- In memory of Harry Reisin, beloved father and 
Seymour Vishny, beloved brother - Bernard and 
Elaine Reisin

- In memory of Hortense Rubinoff, beloved 
mother and with appreciation to Rabbi Kurtz - 
Earl and Rochelle Rubinoff

- In memory of Irving and Ida Wenger, beloved 
parents - Marvin and Susan Wenger

- In memory of Joseph Kaplan, beloved father - 
Benton and Sandra Strauss

- In memory of Julius M. Citro, beloved step-
father - Sherry Kantar

- In memory of Kate Terry, beloved mother - 
Eugene and Nicole Terry & Family

- In memory of Lena Garland, beloved mother; 
Sheldon Garland and Carl Garland, beloved 
brothers - Geraldine Skolnik

- In memory of Louis A. Bloom, beloved father - 
Irwin and Linda Magad
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- In memory of Lynn Heller Macbeth, beloved 
daughter of Dvora Heller - Louis and Vivian 
Rosen

- In memory of Martin Rosenfield, beloved father - 
Richard and Barbara Rosenfield

- In memory of Marvin Holland, beloved husband - 
Joan Holland and Eli Glassman

- In memory of Mary Cohen, beloved mother and 
with appreciation to Rabbi Kurtz - Calvin and 
Lana Eisenberg

- In memory of Mary Cohen, beloved mother of 
Lana Eisenberg 
- Roger and Diane Stein
- Marvin and Sara Siegel
- Cary and Marlene Sokolec

- In memory of Max Katz, beloved grandfather - 
Robert and JoEllen Lidov

- In memory of Milbert Fein, beloved father - 
Sherry Kantar

- In memory of Miriam Sokol, our beloved mother 
and with appreciation to Rabbi Kurtz - Gail Taxy 
and Ronnie Jo Sokol

- In memory of Myra L. Kramer, beloved wife - 
Lionel Kramer

- In memory of Myra Wolf, beloved wife - Herbert 
Wolf
- In memory of Nathan Goldstein, M.D., beloved 
father - Paul and Eileen Goldstein

- In memory of our beloved grandfather, Frank 
Igolka, on the occasion of his Yahrzeit - Steven 
and Ellen Lasin & Family

- In memory of Phillip E. Mizel, beloved father - 
Gerald and Liora Mizel

- In memory of Rachel Wladawsky, beloved 
mother - Isaac and Myriam Reiser

- In memory of Randall Horwitz, beloved father; 
Abraham Dobkin, beloved grandfather - Jori and 
Leah Brajer

- In memory of Richard R. Carey, beloved father, 
and with appreciation to Rabbi Kurtz - Margie 
and Jeffrey Jacobs

- In memory of Richard Talman, beloved brother 
of Marjorie Birnbaum - Lorna Greenspahn

- In memory of Roberta Hara beloved wife and 
with appreciation to Rabbi Kurtz - Joseph Hara

- In memory of Rose & Louis Berman and Sheldon 
Fox, beloved parents - Leon and Leslie Fox

- In memory of Rose Greenspahn and Ben 
Greenspahn, beloved in-laws - Lorna Greenspahn

- In memory of Serene Sommer, beloved mother - 
Adrienne Garland

Rabbi Kurtz’s Discretionary Fund 
(continued)

- In memory of Sheldon Garland, beloved husband - 
Adrienne Garland

- In memory of Sid Feitelberg, beloved brother - 
Philip and Doreen Feitelberg

- In memory of Stephen Nyeste, beloved father - 
James Nyeste and Marla Hand

- In memory of Tillie L. Shanes, beloved mother - 
Samuel and Irene Shanes

- In memory of Willard Aaron, beloved father and 
with thanks to Rabbi Kurtz for his kindness and 
wisdom - Edythe and Phil Gershman

- In memory of Willard Aaron, beloved husband 
of Sally Aaron 
- Earl and Roselee Deutsch
- Mediqus Asset Advisors

- In memory of William B. Strauss, beloved father - 
Benton and Sandra Strauss

- In memory of William J. Howard, beloved 
husband - Daniel Nast Jr. and Dolly Nast

- Wishing a complete & speedy recovery to Robert 
Hara - Raymond Hara

- With appreciation and thanks for the beautiful 
High Holiday Services - Bruno and Ruth Fischer

- With appreciation and thanks for the special 
Aliyah for my birthday - Bruno Fischer

- With appreciation and thanks to Len Birnbaum, 
Gerry Blumberg, Mort Steinberg and Mayer 
Stiebel for their participation in the “My How 
Beth El Has Grown Part II - From Then to Now” 
program - NSS Beth El Sisterhood

- With appreciation for God’s blessings - Ronald 
and Eileen Goldberg

- With appreciation to Rabbi Kurtz 
- Jonathan and Francine Sherman
- Maxine Sprung

- With appreciation to Rabbi Kurtz for your 
guidance, help, and beautiful words in memory 
of my beloved mother, Miriam Sokol - Ronnie 
Jo Sokol

- With appreciation 
- Sol and Elaine Rosen
- Herbert and Natalie Brand
- Leonard Weitzman
- Reva Duman
- Jay and Joyce Berlinsky

Todah Rabbah
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- In appreciation of Hazzan Goller - Angelica 
Marconi

- In appreciation of our anniversary Aliyah - 
Marlene and Seth Halpern

- In appreciation of speedy services - Karen and 
Michael Kesner

- In honor of Daniel Pickard becoming a Bar 
Mitzvah and with appreciation to Hazzan Goller - 
Brad and Marcie Pickard

- In honor of Hazzan Goller - thank you for 
teaching, mentoring and preparing Becca for her 
Bat Mitzvah - Mark and Jodie Mosk

Hazzan's Discretionary Fund 
 

- In honor of Matthew Frisch becoming a Bar 
Mitzvah and with appreciation to Hazzan Goller - 
James and Bonnie Frisch

- In honor of Robbie Aronoff becoming a Bar 
Mitzvah - Janice and Jeff Aronoff

- In memory of Bertha Wexler Goldstein, beloved 
mother - Paul and Eileen Goldstein

- In memory of Edward Center and with 
appreciation to Hazzan Goller 
- David and Linda Center
- Robert and Iris Center

- In memory of Hazzan Alan Smolen, beloved son - 
Ernest Smolen

Todah Rabbah

Rabbi Schwab’s Discretionary 
Fund

- In memory of Harold Maurer, beloved father - 
Jeffrey and Michele Glass

- In memory of Herbert T. Gross, beloved 
husband - Alice Gross

- In memory of J. Harry Kulakofsky, beloved 
father - Ruth Belzer

- In memory of Joseph Wexler, beloved 
grandfather - Paul and Eileen Goldstein

- In memory of Leonard Zieve, beloved husband 
and J.M. Friedman, beloved father - Gloria Zieve

- In memory of Maurice Gamze, beloved husband - 
Hynda Gamze

- In memory of Miriam Sokol, beloved mother - 
Jerome and Gail Taxy

- In memory of Mose Winick, beloved father - 
Adrian and Linda Winick

- In memory of our beloved father, Gene Igolka, 
on the occasion of his Yarhzeit - Steven and Ellen 
Lasin & Family

- In memory of Richard R. Carey, beloved father - 
Margie Jacobs

- In memory of Rose Kramer, beloved mother - 
Thomas and Harriet Stiller
- In memory of Sy Sterns, beloved father - Jay and 
Mindy Sterns

- In memory of Sylvia Baker - Amy and Craig 
Gerstein and Family

- With appreciation and thanks for the beautiful 
High Holiday Services - Bruno and Ruth Fischer

- With appreciation for my High Holiday honor - 
Angelica Marconi

- With appreciation to Rabbi Schwab for your 
compassionate consideration of my beloved 
mother, Miriam Sokol - Ronnie Jo Sokol

- With appreciation - Leonard Weitzman

- In appreciation of our anniversary Aliyah - 
Marlene and Seth Halpern

- In honor of Albert and Eleanor Boxerman’s 
special anniversary - Hynda Gamze

- In honor of Dani, Jonathan, Mia and Eli Pearl 
and our wonderful Rosh Hashanah visit - Pam 
and Barry Pearl

- In honor of Daniel Pickard becoming a Bar 
Mitzvah and with appreciation to Rabbi Schwab - 
Brad and Marcie Pickard

- In honor of Matthew Frisch becoming a Bar 
Mitzvah and with appreciation to Rabbi Schwab - 
James and Bonnie Frisch

- In honor of Rabbi Schwab’s beautiful and 
meaningful Kol Nidre sermon - Mark and Mae 
Spitz

- In honor of Robbie Aronoff becoming a Bar 
Mitzvah, and with appreciation and thanks to 
Rabbi Schwab - Janice and Jeff Aronoff

- In memory of Alexander Sakolsky, beloved father - 
Richard and June Gross

- In memory of Celia Katz, beloved grandmother - 
Robert and JoEllen Lidov

- In memory of Earl Hyman, beloved father of Joel 
Hymen - Leon and Leslie Fox

- In memory of Edward Center and with thanks 
to Rabbi Schwab 
- Robert and Iris Center
- David and Linda Center

- In memory of Elise Rubenstein Glass, beloved 
mother of Lee Rubenstein - Leon and Leslie Fox

- In memory of Esther Wolsk - Robert and JoEllen 
Lidov

- In memory of Gila Bronner’s beloved father - 
Marvin and Sara Siegel

- In memory of Gordon Klasky, beloved husband 
of Miriam Klasky - Sandra Becker

We are grateful for the following contributions:
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Hazzan's Discretionary Fund 
(continued)

- In memory of Hinda Winternitz - Robert and 
JoEllen Lidov

- With appreciation and thanks for the beautiful 
services led by the choir - Mark and Mae Spitz

- With appreciation and thanks to Hazzan Goller for 
his inspiring service - Bruno and Ruth Fischer

- With appreciation to Hazzan Goller for your 
patient help to my beloved mother, Miriam 
Sokol, in reading Torah - Ronnie Jo Sokol

Adolph M. and Lottye Jacobson 
Israel Scholarship Endowment Fund 

- In honor of an Aliyah - Harvey and Ellen 
Jacobson

- In memory of Adolph and Lottye, beloved 
parents - Harvey and Ellen Jacobson

Ba'al Korei Institute Fund - In honor of Howard Turner’s Special Birthday 
- The Turner and Feinstein Families
- Gerald and Adrienne Lasin
- Betty Ann Levin

- In honor of  Judith Weiner’s 70th Birthday - 
Howard and Sandra Turner 

- In honor of the Ba’al Korei Institute - Richard 
and Pamela Schlosberg

- In memory of Dr. Nachum Raphaeli, beloved 
father - Robin and Michael Shartiag

- In memory of Mary Cohen, beloved mother of 
Lana Eisenberg - Howard and Sandra Turner

- In memory of Miriam Sokol, beloved mother of 
Ronnie Jo Sokol and Gail Taxy - Howard and  
Sandra Turner

- In memory of Richard Talman, beloved brother of 
Marjorie Birnbaum - Howard and Sandra Turner

- Wishing a complete & speedy recovery and a 
refuah shlaema to Adrienne Lasin - Howard and 
Sandra Turner

- Wishing a complete & speedy recovery to Nissah 
Mattenson - Howard and Sandra Turner

Ben and Marion Drachler 
Scholarship Endowment Fund  

- In memory of Bella Drachler Tresler, beloved 
sister - A. Michael and Nancy Drachler

Bernard H. Sokol Hebrew 
High School Fund 

- In memory of Ed Knell, beloved father, Ted 
Knell, beloved brother, and Anna Kaplan, 
beloved mother-in-law - Gerry Kaplan

- In memory of Miriam Sokol, beloved mother of 
Ronnie Jo Sokol and Gail Taxy 
- Karen and Michael Kesner
- Marcy and Ken Levin
- Stephanie Ettelson
- Gail Schellin
- Gail and Bruce Greenspahn
- Judy, Jessi and Lillian Prueher
- Avram Gray Family Fund
- Michael and Judith Lavin & Family
- Richard and Hedda P. Indeck 
- Caroline Rosman and Weinstein Funeral Home
- Pearl White
- Shirley Leavitt
- Daniel Nast Jr. and Dolly Nast
- Edythe Mack
- Elise and Ira Frost, Marc, Josh and Rachel
- Phyllis and Sidney Kaplan & Family
- Judy and Robert Sternberg
- The Pollack Family
- Gerry Kaplan
- Harry and Peggy Pascal
- Steven and Beth Leeds
- Stuart and Roberta Levin
- David and Sharon Forman

- David and Beverly Sugar
- Courtney Holohan Mueller
- Charlotte Weiss
- Mary Lynn Garrett, George and Terry Ann 
Watt, Grace Peyer
- Howard Michael and Barbara English
- David and Karen Benson
- Sylvia Lifchez 
- Betty Winer
- Judith Sarnat
- Ari, Neeli, Charlie, Natie, Max and Ezra 
Engelhart

- Richard and Virginia Burd
- Lillian Osran
- Elaine Meyerovitz
- Barbara Baldwin
- Alexandra Margo Malos
- Alice Horwich
- Rosanne Sangerman
- Howard and Barbara Byers
- Norman and Janice Sheppard
- Edna Shepard
- Judith Labowitz
- Jan L. Fretland
- Andrew and Gail Brown
- Lawrence and Abby Block

- In memory of my beloved mother, Miriam Sokol - 
Ronnie Jo Sokol
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Bernstein Camp Ramah 
Endowment Fund

- In honor of the marriage of Elliott and Naadene 
Pessis - Judy and Steve Smiley

Beth El Camp Scholarship Fund - In honor of Dick Janger’s celebration of his 75th 
Birthday - Bobbie and Len Tenner

- In honor of Dr. Eliezer Krumbein being named 
Hatan Torah - Rabbi Ora and Dr. David Schnitzer

- In honor of Nancy Becker being named Kol 
Hane’arim - Rabbi Ora and Dr. David Schnitzer

Cal and Lana Eisenberg Halomdim 
Program Endowment Fund 

- In memory of Mary Cohen, beloved mother of 
Lana Eisenberg - Karen and Michael Kesner

- In memory of Yonnie Cohen - Calvin and Lana 
Eisenberg

- In memory of Isadore Eisenberg, beloved father - 
Calvin and Lana Eisenberg

Camp Ramah Scholarship 
Endowment Fund 

- In honor of Avram Pachter’s graduation from 
Kendall College’s School of Culinary Arts 
- Richard and June Gross
- The Schwab Family

- In memory of Howard Lidov, beloved father and 
beloved husband of Mildred Lidov - Robert and 
JoEllen Lidov

- In honor of Andy and Ken Saffir being honored 
by Chicagoland Jewish High School - Bob and 
Millie Weber

Capital Improvement Fund - In memory of Harry Weisberg, beloved father - 
Karen and Michael Kesner

- In memory of Lavina Baron Friedman - Marcy and 
Kenneth Levin

- In memory of Richard Talman, beloved brother of 
Marjorie Birnbaum - Marcy and Kenneth Levin

Edward S. Frank Israel Study 
Memorial Endowment Fund 

- In memory of Myra Kraft, beloved sister-in-law of 
Avram Kraft - Paulette and Edward Margulies

General Israel Scholarship 
Endowment Fund 

- In honor of Fran and Bernie Alpert, with sincere 
thanks - Milton and Iona Levenfeld

- In honor of the engagement of Steven and Merle 
Tovian’s daughter, Rachel - Howard and Sandy 
Turner

- In memory of Lynn Heller, beloved daughter of 
Dvora Heller - Howard and Sandy Turner

- Wishing complete & speedy recovery to Huguette 
Chams - Howard and Sandy Turner

Gerald and Rita Buckman Yom 
Ha'atzmaut Endowment Fund 

- In memory of Miriam Sokol, beloved mother of 
Gail Taxy and Ronnie Jo Sokol - Gerald and Rita 
Buckman

- In honor of Hannah Shanes, granddaughter 
of Samuel and Irene Shanes, becoming a Bat 
Mitzvah - Gerald and Rita Buckman

Gertrude Lederman Family 
Continuing Education Fund  

- In memory of Howard Kaplan, beloved father of 
Audra Kaplan - Marla and Terry Grossberg

Glass/Goldman Endowment 
Program Fund 

- In honor of the birth of a grandson to Richard and 
Barbara Rosenfield - Philip and Ellen Glass

- In memory of Estelle Pollock, beloved mother of 
Karen Kopin - Philip and Ellen Glass

- In memory of Joyce Gray, beloved wife of Avrum 
Gray - Philip and Ellen Glass

We are grateful for the following contributions:
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Israel Scholarship General 
Endowment Fund 

- In memory of Lewis Kahn - Lynn and Michael 
Froy

- In honor of Eli Krumbein on Simchat Torah - 
Larry Pachter and Sandy Starkman

- In honor of Eugene Goldfarb on Simchat Torah - 
Larry Pachter and Sandy Starkman

- In honor of Nancy Becker on Simchat Torah - 
Larry Pachter and Sandy Starkman

- In honor of Rabbi Kurtz and his honor by Mastori 
Olami at JTS - Milton and Iona Levenfeld

- In memory of Joyce Gray, beloved wife of Avrum 
Gray - Milton and Iona Levenfeld

- In memory of Mary Cohen, beloved mother of 
Lana Eisenberg - Milton and Iona Levenfeld 

- In memory of Richard Talman, beloved brother 
of Marge Birnbaum - Milton and Iona Levenfeld

- In memory of Sidney Starkman, beloved father 
and Annette Berg, beloved aunt - Larry Pachter 
and Sandy Starkman

Jack & Mildred Cohen Religious 
School Fund 

- In honor of the Jack & Mildred Cohen Religious 
School - Jerry and Elaine Baker

- In memory of Mildred Cohen, beloved mother - 
Howard and Lois Hirschfield

- In memory of Phillip Levin, beloved father of 
Jayme - Gary and Merle Kaufman

Janger Family Israel Scholarship 
Endowment Fund 

- In honor of Richard Janger’s special birthday 
- Karen and Michael Kesner
- John and Merle Lee Saltzstein
- Alan and Judith Miller
- Stephen and Carol Weiss

Jean T. and Morton Bernstein 
Camp Ramah Endowment Fund 

- In honor of Carol and Sal Gutstein’s 50th 
wedding anniversary - Jerome and Gail Taxy

- In honor of Elliott and Nadene Pessis’ marriage - 
Judy and Steve Smiley

Joseph and Mae Gray Cultural & 
Learning Center Fund

- In honor of Gail Brown becoming First Lady of 
Beth El - Jonathan Feiger and Nancy Laben

- In honor of Irwin and Linda Magad’s 50th 
wedding anniversary - Alan and Susan Ellenby

- In memory of Dr. Abraham Schultz, beloved 
father - Joel and Carol Honigberg

- In memory of Edward Collins, beloved brother 
of Robin Greenberger - Andrew and Gail Brown

- In memory of Estelle Weitzman, beloved mother - 
Keith and Cheryl Weitzman

- In memory of Estelle Weitzman, beloved wife - 
Leonard Weitzman

- In memory of Joyce Gray, beloved wife of  
Avrum Gray 
- Harriet and Joey Resnick and family
- Robert and JoEllen Lidov

- In memory of Samuel J. Rubin, beloved father - 
Stuart and Marlene Senescu

Kopin Family Fund for Children's 
T'filot Education Endowment Fund 

- In memory of Albert Kopin, beloved husband 
of Myrna Kopin and beloved father of Jeff and 
Mitchell Kopin- Sandy Starkman, Larry, Uri and 
Avram Pachter

- In memory of Estelle Pollock, beloved mother of 
Karen Kopin 
- Earl and Rochelle Rubinioff and Family
- Maury and Nancy Fertig 

Kurtz Family Youth Endowment 
Fund 

- In honor of our Ark Opening honor and 
wishing all of our Beth El family and friends a 
very Happy and Healthy New Year - Michael 
and Debora Pinzur

- In honor of the birth of a grandson to Donald and 
Suzanne Horwitz - Michael and Debora Pinzur

- In memory of Bernard C. Kurtz, beloved father - 
Rabbi Vernon and Bryna Kurtz

- In memory of Frank Gula, beloved uncle - 
Rabbi Vernon and Bryna Kurtz

- In honor of Rabbi Kurtz being honored by the 
Masorit Olami - Gerry Kaplan

- In memory of Larry Tayne, beloved husband 
and Dorothy and Benjamin Schneider, beloved 
grandparents - Charlotte Tayne Avraham
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Linda and Al Winick Israel 
Scholarship Endowment Fund 

- With appreciation - Adrian and Linda Winick

We are grateful for the following contributions:

Lippitz Family Camp Ramah 
Scholarship Endowment Fund 

- In memory of Allan Pickus, beloved brother of 
Nathan Pickus - Herbert Lippitz and Fran Scully

- In honor of the birth of our granddaughter, Orli 
Jean Lippitz - Herbert Lippitz and Fran Scully

- In memory of Elsie Glass, beloved mother of Lee 
Rubenstein - Herbert Lippitz and Fran Scully

- In memory of Joyce Gray, beloved wife of Avrum 
Gray - Herbert Lippitz and Fran Scully

- In memory of Mary Cohen, beloved mother of 
Lana Eisenberg - Herbert Lippitz and Fran Scully

Maot Chittim Fund - In memory of Richard Carey, beloved father of 
Marjorie Jacobs - Elise and Lee Nadler

Maxwell Abbell Library Fund - In honor of Ann and Neil Rosen’s new 
granddaughter, Mally - Jeffrey and Michele Glass

- In honor of Nancy Rips - Beth El Sisterhood
- In honor of Nathan and Jane Pickus’ 50th 
wedding anniversary - Joel and Frances Rabinowitz

- In memory of Avra Shoshana Tovian, beloved 
daughter of Merle and Steven Tovian - Larry
Pachter and Sandy Starkman

- In memory of Estelle Pollock, beloved mother of 
Karen Kopin - Alan and Susan Ellenby

Mindy and Jeffrey and Family 
Endowment Fund 

- In honor of the birth of Fran and Steve Shapiro’s 
grandson - Mindy and Jeffrey Gordon

- In memory of Richard Carey, beloved father of 
Margie Jacobs - Mindy and Jeffrey Gordon

Minyan Service Fund - In memory of our beloved at Yizkor - Larry and 
Ellen Goldstein

- In memory of Allan Pickus, beloved brother of 
Nathan Pickus - Robert and Beth Footlik

- In memory of Arthur De Bofsky, beloved 
husband and father and Sheila Kunik, beloved 
sister - Greta DeBofsky, Mark DeBofsky

- In memory of Ben Nortman, beloved husband; 
Chana Silbernik, beloved mother; Israel 
Silbernik, beloved father - Lola Nortman

- In memory of Charles Scheinman, beloved 
grandfather - David and Barbara Lansing

- In memory of Harold Goodman, beloved father - 
Paul and Michelle Pessis and Family

- In memory of Irwin Wygodny, beloved husand 
of Phyllis Wygodny and Sam Dellsy, beloved 
husband of Goldie Dellsy - Gerald Frank

- In memory of Joseph I. Lipsman, beloved father - 
William and Wendy Lipsman
- In memory of Juanita Hoffman, beloved mother 
of Steve Hoffman - Marla and Terry Grossberg

- In memory of N. Arthur Rubinoff, beloved 
father - Earl and Rochelle Rubinoff & Family

- In memory of Richard Talman, beloved brother 
of Marjorie Birnbaum - Sally Aaron

- In memory of Rosalyn Mason, beloved mother 
and grandmother - Sanford and Glenda Mason

- In memory of Zelig Sered, beloved father - 
Melvin and Hedy Sered

- With appreciation and thanks to Rabbi Kurtz - 
James and Joanne Smith

- With appreciation  
- Batia Eizikovic
- Lawrence Carter
- Leonard Weitzman

- For Yizkor  
- Gerald Meister
- Shael and Myrna Siegel
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Paul S. & Sylvia Steinberg  
Pre-School Fund 

- In honor of Bessie Cohen becoming a Bat 
Mitzvah - Earl and Rochelle Rubinoff

- In honor of Etai Schnitman becoming a Bar 
Mitzvah in Israel - Preschool Staff

- In honor of Julie and Matt’s engagement - 
Steinberg Pre-School Staff

- In memory of Estelle Pollock, beloved mother of 
Karen Kopin - Karen and Michael Kesner

- In memory of Hyman Kimerling, beloved father; 
Rae S. Kimerling, beloved mother - Bluma Marder

- In memory of Loving Father Ernesto Sejzer - 
May his memory be a blessing - Preschool Staff

- In memory of Mark Kravitz, beloved brother-in-
law of Mimi Horowitz - Mark and Jodie Mosk

Prayer Book Fund - In honor of Robbie Aronoff becoming a Bar 
Mitzvah, and with appreciation and thanks to 
Mark Stadler - Janice and Jeff Aronoff

- In honor of the 65th Wedding Anniversary of 
Albert and Eleanor Boxerman - Daniel and  
Sally Schechter

- In honor of the engagement of Jared Rubenstein 
and Anne Rayber - Lola Nortman

- In memory of Abraham Waldfogel, beloved 
father - Chana Anderson

- In memory of Aileen Wolleman, beloved sister - 
Robert and Sharon Abrams

- In memory of Alfred Feller, beloved husband, 
father and grandfather - Annette Feller

- In memory of Estelle Pollock, beloved mother of 
Karen Kopin - Joseph and Susan Ament

- In memory of Gussie Spatz, beloved 
grandmother - Ira and Deborah Rosenberg

- In memory of Howard Lidov, beloved husband; 
Celia Katz and Max Katz, beloved parents - 
Mildred Lidov

- In memory of Howard Wittenberg, beloved 
husband - Iris Wittenberg

- In memory of Irving Brand, beloved father - 
Robert and Sharon Abrams

- In memory of Julius Leib Ulman, beloved father - 
Lillian Charney

- In memory of Miriam Rothen Faust, beloved 
mother and grandmother - Annette Feller

- In memory of Patti Chaben and Manny Chaben, 
beloved parents

- In memory of Richard Talman, beloved brother 
of Marjorie Birnbaum 
- Jeffrey and Lisa Trotter and family
- Joseph and Susan Ament

- In memory of Walter Levy, beloved father and 
Florence Bearak, beloved mother - Marvin and 
Renee Bearak

Pushke/Tzedakah Fund - In honor of Matthew Frisch becoming a Bar 
Mitzvah and with appreciation to Mark Stadler - 
Bajla Nishibayashi

- In memory of Willard Aaron, beloved cousin - 
Ralph Silver and Harold and Lois Silver

Ritual Refurbishment 
Endowment Fund 

- In honor of Avram Pachter’s graduation from 
Kendall College’s School of Culinary Arts - Jack 
and Barbara Blumberg

- In memory of Willard Aaron, beloved husband 
of Sally Aaron - Jack and Barbara Blumberg

- In memory of Pearl S. Blumberg and Minnie R. 
Levensons, beloved mothers - Jack and Barbara 
Blumberg

- In honor of Mark Stadler 
- Leonard Weitzman
- Howard and Susan Stone
- Bernard and Fran Alpert

Sarah and Henry Stiebel Camp 
Ramah Endowment Scholarship 
Fund 

- In memory of Edward Yore, beloved father - 
Mayer Stiebel and Cara Madansky-Stiebel
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Sisterhood College Connection 
Program Endowment Fund 

- In honor of Gerald Buckman - Betty Ann Levin

We are grateful for the following contributions:

Special Gifts Fund - In honor of Amy and Brad Chaimson’s marriage - 
Michael and Debora Pinzur

- In appreciation of the Skip and Lynn Schrayer 
Family “Their kindness and generosity is truly 
amazing” - Joel, Ellen, Zachary, Jacob and Sarah 
Erlichman

- In honor of Andy and Ken Saffir being honored 
by the CJHS - Mazal Tov - Gerry Kaplan

- In honor of Eli Krumbein as Simchat Torah 
honoree - Robert and Marcy Freeman

- In honor of my wonderful husband - his 
fabulous wife

- In memory of Rose and Nathan Finch - Bess 
Finch

- With appreciation and thanks for all the help & 
support I received from the Job Network Group - 
Elliot Young

Spitz Family/Ruth and Milton and 
Milton Liebman Israel Scholarship 
Endowment Fund  

- In honor of Anna Carney, daughter of Michael 
and Abby Carney, becoming a Bat Mitzvah - 
Mark and Mae Spitz

- In honor of Audree Goone, daughter of Kim 
Levy and Robert Goone, becoming a Bat 
Mitzvah - Mark and Mae Spitz

- In honor of Howard Turner’s special birthday - 
Mark and Mae Spitz

- In honor of Eli Krumbein’s Hatan Torah honor - 
Mark and Mae Spitz

- In memory of Miram Sokol, beloved mother of 
Gail Taxy and Ronnie Jo Sokol - Mark and Mae 
Spitz

- Wishing complete & speedy recovery to Gertrude 
Goodman - Mark and Mae Spitz

- Wishing complete & speedy recovery to Nissah 
Mattenson - Mark and Mae Spitz

- In memory of Frederick Feldman - Mark and 
Mae Spitz

- In memory of Stanley Liebman, beloved brother 
and Ruth Liebman, beloved mother - Mark and 
Mae Spitz

Willard and Sally Aaron Camp 
Ramah Endowment Fund 

- In memory of Willard Aaron, beloved husband - 
Sally Aaron

- In memory of Willard Aaron, beloved husband 
of Sally Aaron - Shael and Myrna Siegel

Youth Community Fund - In honor of my Shelishi Aliyah - Felissa 
Kreindler
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

February 2012 Events Calendar

 
1
Continuing Education
10:00am Writer's Beit Midrash
7:00pm Rabbi Kurtz & Hartman 
Institute Lectures

2
Continuing Education

3
Used Book Sale
9:00am Beth El Community 
Network
4:48pm Candle Lighting  
6:15pm Kabbalat Shabbat& 
Shabbat Dinner 

4 
8:50am Shabbat Services / 
Sisterhood Shabbat
10:00am Dalet Service
12:45pm Tu B'Shevat Seder
4:45pm Mincha /Ma'ariv  
5:53pm Shabbat Ends
7:00pm Gourmet Evening with 
Wine Tasting-Men's Club

5
Used Book Sale
8:30am Men's Club World 
Wide Wrap
11:00am Men's Club Board 
Meeting

6
Used Book Sale
Continuing Education
7:00pm Miriam & Deborah's 
Women's Wilderness Night
8:00pm Board of Education 
Committee Meeting

7
Used Book Sale
Continuing Education
12:00pm Sisterhood Board 
Meeting
7:00pm Norh Shore Kallah

8  Tu B'Shevat
Used Book Sale
Continuing Education
1:30pm I Remember Purim 
Museum Tour
8:00pm Ba'al Korei Committee 
Meeting 
8:00pm Religious School 
Committee Meeting

9
Used Book Sale
Continuing Education
12:00pm Sisterhood Cooking 
with Laura Frankel
8:00pm Executive Committee

10 
9:00am Beth El Community 
Network
4:57pm Candle Lighting  
6:15pm Kabbalat Shabbat

11
8:50am Shabbat Services
9:15am Beit Midrash Minyan
10:00am Dalet Service
12:30pm Men's Club Kiddush 
Club
4:45pm Mincha /Ma'ariv  
6:02pm Shabbat Ends
7:00pm Pre-School Art Show

12
Used Book Sale
8:30am Men's Club Blood Drive
9:30am I Remember Purim 
Museum Tour
7:30pm Beth El's Got Talent 
Show

13
Continuing Education
8:00pm Membership Committee 
Meeting
8:00pm Ritual Committee 
Meeting

14
Continuing Education
3:30pm Pre-School Open Gym
7:00pm North Shore Kallah 
8:00pm House Committee

15
Continuing Education

16
Continuing Education
12:00pm Study in the Suburbs

17
9:00am Beth El Community 
Network
5:06pm Candle Lighting  
6:15pm Kabbalat Shabbat

18
8:50am Shabbat Services
Bar Mitzvah-Samuel Lasin
Bat Mitzvah-Ayala Schwartz
10:00am Dalet Service
5:00pm Mincha /Ma'ariv  
6:11pm Shabbat Ends

19
Continuing Education
9:30am Men's Club Man of 
the Year Brunch

20
Continuing Education
8:00pm Continuing Education 
Committee Meeting

21
Continuing Education
7:00pm Norh Shore Kallah

22
Continuing Education
6:00pm Shema PJ Party 

23  Rosh Chodesh Adar
Continuing Education
7:45pm Board of Directors

24  Rosh Chodesh Adar
9:00am Beth El Community 
Network

5:15pm Candle Lighting  
6:15pm Kabbalat Shabbat

25
8:50am Shabbat Services
Bat Mitzvah-Cameron Chaikin
10:00am Dalet Service
12:30pm Sisterhood Rosh 
Chodesh Program
5:00pm Mincha /Ma'ariv  
6:20pm Shabbat Ends
7:00pm Havdallah and A 
Movie

26
Continuing Education
9:00am Social Action Mitzvah 
Day
1:30pm Association of Jewish 
Libraries Meeting 

 
 
 

27 
Continuing Education
8:00pm CLC Committee 
Meeting

28 
Continuing Education
8:00pm Pre-School Speaker

29
Continuing Education

Mar 1
Continuing Education

Mar 2
9:00am Beth El Community 
Network

5:22pm Candle Lighting  
6:15pm Kabbalat Shabbat

Mar 3
8:50am Shabbat Services
Bar Mitzvah-Remy Lichtenstein
Bar Mitzvah-Bradley Leshem
10:00am Dalet Service
5:15pm Mincha /Ma'ariv  
6:27pm Shabbat Ends

NSS Beth El's "Big Event"
Sunday Evening, March 18, 2012

Annual Fundraiser at Beth El.  A not to be missed event!



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

North Suburban Synagogue Beth El
1175 Sheridan Road
Highland Park, IL 60035

Address Service Requested

Non Profit Org.
US Postage
PAID
Highland Park, IL
Permit No. 96

January 2012 Events Calendar

1  New Year's Day 2 3
Continuing Education 

4
Continuing Education 
10:00am Writer's Beit Midrash
7:00pm Hartman Institute

5  Fast of 10th of Tevet
Continuing Education 

6
9:00am Beth El Community 
Network

4:14pm Candle Lighting
6:15pm Kabbalat Shabbat
7:00pm Men's Club Shabbat 

7 
8:50am Shabbat Services / 
Men's Club Shabbat 
4:00pm Mincha/Ma'ariv 
5:19pm Shabbat Ends
5:30pm Men's Club Open House

8
11:00am Remembering Wannsee 

9 
Continuing Education 
8:00pm Board of Education 
Committee Meeting
8:00pm Ritual Committee 
Meeting

10
Continuing Education 
3:30pm Pre-School Open Gym
7:00pm Adult and Family 
Programming Committee 
Meeting

11 
Continuing Education 
8:00pm Ba'al Korei Committee 
Meeting 
8:00pm Religious School 
Committee Meeting

12 
Continuing Education 
9:30am Creating Memories- 
Sisterhood
7:45pm Men's Club Board 
Meeting 
8:00 pm Executive Committee  

13
9:00am Beth El Community 
Network
4:22pm Candle Lighting
6:15pm Kabbalat Shabbat

14
8:50am Shabbat Services 
Bat Mitzvah-Rebecca Greenstein
9:15am Beit Midrash Minyan 
4:15pm Gimel Seudah & 
Havdallah
4:15pm Mincha/Ma'ariv 
5:27pm Shabbat Ends

15
Continuing Education

16 
Continuing Education
8:00pm Continuing Education 
Committee Meeting

17
Continuing Education 

8:00pm House Committee 
Meeting 
8:00pm Pre-School Speaker

18 
Continuing Education 

10:00am Writer's Beit Midrash
1:00pm Sisterhood Mah Jongg
6:00pm Daddie's Night for 
Young 3, 3&4

19
Continuing Education 

12:00pm Study in the Loop

20 
9:00am Beth El Community 
Network
4:30pm Candle Lighting
6:15pm Kabbalat Shabbat 
6:30pm Alef Kabbalat 
Shabbat Onef

21
8:50am Shabbat Services 
12:30pm Sisterhood Torah 
Fund Book Club 
Shabbaton at Beth El
4:15pm Mincha/Ma'ariv 
5:35pm Shabbat Ends

22
Continuing Education
9:30am Bagels For Your Brains

23 
Continuing Education
8:00pm CLC Committee Meeting
8:00pm Membership Committee 
Meeting

24  Rosh Chodesh Shevat
Continuing Education

25  Rosh Chodesh Shevat
Continuing Education

26
Continuing Education
7:00pm Men's Club Scotch 
Tasting Event
8:00pm Board of Directors

27
9:00am Beth El Community 
Network
4:39pm Candle Lighting
6:15pm Kabbalat Shabbat 

28
8:50am Shabbat Services
Bat Mitzvah-Barbara Hochberg
4:30pm Mincha /Ma'ariv  
5:44pm Shabbat Ends

29
Continuing Education 
Penny Project
4:00pm Tu B'Shevat Rocks 
Concert

 

30
Continuing Education 

 

 

31
Continuing Education
 

NSSBE Purim Carnival
Sunday, March 4, 2012
Pre-School Only Admission: 10:00am-11:00am
General Admission: 11:00am-1:00pm
Come in costume! Enjoy inflatables, carnival games, prizes, popcorn, 
cotton candy, hamentashen, lunch, and more!
Mitzvah Opportunity: Bring cans of kosher non-perishable foods to 
donate to those in need.
Contact Matt Levitt at mlevitt@nssbethel.org or 847-432-8903 x214 for 
more information.


